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




   
  
    

   
  
   

   
  
   
   
  
    
  
  




     
    

    

   
   

   


    
   
   
    
   

  
  


    
    







     

    
   

     
    

     
  
     
     
    
    
      
    


     


     
      
     
     
     



     
    




   
    
    
    



    
     

    

   
   

    



 

























































      
    
  
     

      

      
      
      
      

     


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

        







    
    
   
      
 
    
   
    
    
     
   

   
    
     

 
    


   


     

  
    
   
 

     

  

     
   

   

    
     

    






        





        
     
       
     
        

     




   
    
  
   


  
 

  
         
        



 

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
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   
   
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

 
     
    
     
     

      
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   
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
    

 
    

   
    


   
   

 
     
     

     
    

     

  





      
    


   
     
      


    
    
  
  
   

   
   
   
 
    

   
  
    
     
   
    
    
     
    

     
    
     
     

     


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



       
         
       
       
        
      




















      
    
   
   
    
   
   
 




  
    
    
    
  
   
  
     
   
    

    
   
    
    

    
    
    
   
    
    

   
  
  
     
    
   
   
     
   
   
     
     





























































 


















     
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   
   
   


  
   
     
    
   
   
     

     
    
   

   
  



    
   
   

      

    

    
    




    
    
 
   
  

    

    
    
   

     
    
    
       
   


    
    
     






   
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

     

     
     




    

 

     
 

     

     
     

     


     



      




     
    



        
    


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
     
   
   
    

  
    
    
   
    


    

   
   
     

     
     
    
    
    

    


     
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 
   
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
     
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



       
     
      
     
 

     
     

      



     

    
   

   
     

      
      
   


     

     
    
     

    
    

       
       
     
     

    
     
     

 
     
      
    
    
     





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
     

       
       
  
     
        
 
        
      

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India Not Neutral: PM Modi On Russia-Ukraine War At White House
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday said that India is not neu-
tral in the Russia-Ukraine war. He
reiterated his message in the pres-
ence of US President Donald Trump
in the White House.When asked if
India can play a role in ending the
Russia-Ukraine war, PM Modi says,
"As far as the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict is concerned, I am very happy
that President Trump has taken ini-
tiatives to restore peace and had tele-
phone calls with President Putin and
President Zelenskyy. The world had this
thinking that somehow, it is a neutral
country in this whole process but this is
not true. India has a side and it is of
peace."India Not Neutral PM Modi On
Russia-Ukraine War At White House
PM Modi said that India's stand on the
issue has been talking about the impor-
tance of dialogue and diplomacy in
achieving a peaceful solution. He stat-
ed, "When I met President Putin, in the
presence of media, I had told that this is

not the era of war and I have firm con-
viction that problems cannot be solved
on the battlefield. The two sides will
have to come to the negotiating table.
We support every effort done to bring
peace, we support all We appreciate all
the efforts taken by Trump"PM Modi
stated that even today that his convic-
tion is that the solutions to war cannot
be found on the battlefield, "and ulti-
mately, we have to be at the table."
India believes that the solution to the

war can be found only when the issue
is discussed in a forum where both
countries (Russia and Ukraine) will
be present. The efforts made by
President Trump - I support, and wel-
come it. I hope he succeeds as soon
as possible," he added.In a social
media post, Trump stated he and
Putin had "agreed to have our respec-
tive teams start negotiations immedi-
ately, and we will begin by calling
President Zelenskiy, of Ukraine, to

inform him of the conversation,
something which I will be doing right
now."Also, Trump and Zelenskiy had
spoken by phone for about an hour, the
latter's office said in a statement.
However, Prime Minister Modi has
been firm on his decision that this is
"not an era of war but of dialogue and
diplomacy"Russian invasion of Ukraine
began in February 2024 and has caused
hundreds of thousands of military casu-
alties and tens of thousands of
Ukrainian civilian casualties.

Bhagwant Mann Slams Centre As Second Plane Of Immigrants Set To Land In Amritsar

As
the second plane carrying illegal
Indian immigrants set to arrive in
Amritsar on Saturday, Punjab Chief
Minister Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann has questioned why the flight
is landing in Punjab and not Delhi.
He has accused the Centre of trying
to tarnish Punjab's image. "The BJP-
led Centre always discriminates
against Punjab. It does not let go of
any chance of defaming Punjab," PTI

quoted Mann as stating.The first
flight, which landed in Amritsar
on February 5, had 119 immi-
grants out of which 67 are from
Punjab, 33 from Haryana, 8 from
Gujarat, 3 from Uttar Pradesh, 2
each from Goa, Maharashtra, and
Rajasthan, and one each from
Himachal Pradesh and Jammu
and Kashmir.As reports of the
second flight landing in Amritsar
surfaced, Mann accused the

Centre trying to defame "Punjab and
Punjabis." He had earlier claimed
that 33 people each from Haryana
and Gujarat were on the first
flight."Now the second plane (carry-
ing illegal Indian immigrants) is
coming. It will also land at Amritsar
airport tomorrow. Why? What is the
criterion for choosing Amritsar? The
Centre and Ministry of External
Affairs should tell me. Why do you
choose Amritsar? You choose to

defame Punjab and Punjabis," the
CM added, stating that deportation is
a national problem.He then slammed
the media for not carrying interviews
with illegal immigrants from Gujarat
after the first flight landed in the
country, last week. "Did you see any
interviews of the deportees from
Gujarat on national television? Only
the interviews of Punjab's youths
were shown. Even tomorrow, you
(media) will go there to take their
interview. We strongly object to the
plane being made to land in
Amritsar," he added."Punjab meets
the nation's food needs, we are the
food bowl of India, we (Punjabis)
gave the maximum sacrifices during
the country's freedom movement.
Bhagat Singh was sure that India
would become Independent, but he
was concerned about whose hands
the country would go into after gain-
ing freedom," he added.

The Power of F-35 Fighter Jets: Cost, Features & Impact on India’s Defence
During a meeting with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, former US President
Donald Trump announced on
Thursday that the United States would
significantly increase its military
sales to India, amounting to billions
of dollars. He also revealed that his
administration was laying the ground-
work to supply India with F-35 stealth
fighter jets.The Power of F-35 Fighter
Jets Cost Features amp amp Impact
on India s Defence"Starting this year,
we will be increasing military sales to
India by many billions of dollars. We
are also paving the way to ultimately
provide India with the F-35, Stealth
fighters," Trump stated.
Variants of the F-35 Fighter Jet
Developed by Lockheed Martin for the
United States and its allies, the F-35
Lightning II is regarded as one of the
most advanced and versatile fighter jets
in the world. These jets combine
advanced stealth technology, exception-
al situational awareness, and networked

combat capabilities. They can operate
undetected even at supersonic speeds.
Here's a breakdown of their costs:
F-35A (Standard version): $80 million
F-35B (Short takeoff/vertical landing):
$115 million
F-35C (Carrier-based variant): $110
million
Additionally, operating an F-35 is
expensive, with each flight hour costing
approximately $36,000.
Key Features of the F-35 Fighter Jet

Designed and manufactured by
Lockheed Martin, the F-35 is
considered one of the stealthi-
est fighter jets in operation
today. It is powered by a sin-
gle F135 engine that gener-
ates 40,000 pounds of thrust,
enabling it to reach speeds of
Mach 1.6 (1,200 mph).One of
its standout features is its
advanced cockpit design,
which eliminates traditional
gauges and screens, replacing

them with large touchscreens
and a helmet-mounted display system.
This system provides pilots with real-
time data and allows them to see direct-
ly through the aircraft, thanks to the
Distributed Aperture System (DAS),
which utilizes six strategically placed
infrared cameras.The F-35 boasts a
weapons payload capacity of 6,000 kg
to 8,100 kg, enabling it to carry heavy
weaponry without compromising its
stealth capabilities.

Inside Charlapalli Railway Terminal

The newly developed Charlapalli
Railway Terminal in Hyderabad is set
to redefine rail travel with modern
infrastructure and world-class ameni-
ties. Inaugurated on January 6, the ter-
minal was redeveloped at a cost of
?430 crore to decongest the city's main
railway stations-Secunderabad,
Nampally, and Kacheguda-and provide
seamless travel for nearly 50,000 pas-
sengers daily.Prime Minister Narendra
Modi officially inaugurated the termi-
nal, which is already operational as a
halting point for 25 pairs of trains,
facilitating the movement of 50 trains
per day. Equipped with lifts, escalators,
nine platforms, and extensive parking
spaces, Charlapalli is designed to
accommodate the city's growing rail
traffic for the next 50 years.Given the
heavy congestion at Hyderabad's exist-
ing railway stations, Charlapalli is
expected to become a new originating
station for multiple long-distance trains.
The terminal will cater to high-traffic
routes such as Delhi, Chennai, Kolkata,
and Visakhapatnam, ensuring faster and
more efficient travel.To enhance effi-
ciency, 19 tracks have been provided,
ensuring smooth train operations.
Several prominent trains, including
Gorakhpur-Secunderabad Express,
MGR Chennai Central-Hyderabad
Express, and Shalimar-Hyderabad East
Coast Express, are now operating from
Charlapalli. Additionally, trains like
Guntur-Secunderabad Golconda
Express and Secunderabad-Sirpur
Kagaznagar Express will have halts at
the new terminal.Although the grand
inauguration took place on January 6,
access to cover the station in its entire-
ty was initially restricted. However,
Oneindia Telugu has now obtained
exclusive permission to capture and
showcase stunning images of
Charlapalli's world-class railway termi-
nal.With its world-class amenities and
modern infrastructure, the Charlapalli
Railway Terminal is a major step for-
ward in Hyderabad's railway develop-
ment. It helps ease congestion at other
stations while ensuring a more efficient
and well-connected rail network to
serve the city's growing population and
rising travel needs.



7 
16 SUNDAY FEBRUARY 2025

What You Value At Home, You Don’t Practice Abroad:
Jaishankar Slams West's Hypocrisy On Democracy

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
on Friday took a swipe at the West and
stated it treated democracy as a
Western characteristic.Speaking dur-
ing a panel discussion on 'Live to Vote
Another Day: Fortifying Democratic
Resilience' at the Munich Security
Conference, the External Affairs
Minister highlighted India's democra-
cy while differing in the view that
democracy is in trouble globally.
Norway's Prime Minister Jonas Gahr
Store, US Senator Elissa Slotkin and
Warsaw Mayor Rafal Trzaskowsk
were also part of the panel.What You
Value At Home You Don t Practice
Abroad Jaishankar Slams West s
Hypocrisy On Democracy On asking
about views over Western democracy,
he said, "Well before I do that, I
appeared to be an optimist in what is
relatively a pessimistic panel, if not
room. I will begin by sticking up my
finger and don't take it badly, it is the
index finger. This, the mark you see
on my nail, is a mark of a person who
has just voted. We just had an election
in my state just over. Last year, we
had a national election. In Indian elec-
tions, roughly two-thirds of the eligi-
ble voters vote. At the national elec-
tions, the electorate of about 900 mil-
lion, about 700 million voted. We
count the votes in a single day.
""Nobody disputes the result after it's
announced and by the way, from the
time we started voting in the modern
era, 20 per cent of people more vote
today than they did decades ago. So,
the first message is that somehow
democracy is in trouble globally,
worldwide, I am sorry, I have to differ
with it. I mean, right now, we are liv-
ing well. We are voting well. We are
optimistic about the direction of our
democracy and for us democracy is
actually delivered," he added.
Jaishankar emphasized that India is a

democratic society that provides
nutrition support to 800 million peo-
ple. He acknowledged that while
democracy functions well in some
areas, there are places where it may
not, but he cautioned against consid-
ering this a universal phenomenon.
External Affairs Minister Jaishankar
stated, "Senator you said that democ-
racy doesn't put food on your table.
Actually, in my part of the world, it
does because it actually, today becau
se we are a democratic society, we
give nutrition support, and food to
800 million people and for whom that
is a matter of how healthy they are
and how full their stomachs are. So,
the point I want to make is look differ-
ent parts of the world are going
through different conversations.
Please do not assume that this is a
kind of universal phenomenon, it is
not."He further pointed out, "There
are parts where it is working well,
maybe there are parts where it's not
and the parts which are not, I think
people need to have honest conversa-
tions about why it is not but I would
argue that as to an extent as someone
dispassionately viewing it, which was
your question, there are some prob-
lems, a lot of it is a accumulated prob-
lem of the model of globalisation that
we have followed for the last 25-30
years. I think a lot of chickens have
come home to roost. So, yes there are
issues but from our point of view

today not all over the world but
let's not make that universal."In a
post on X, Jaishankar shared, "Sta
rted the #MSC2025 with a panel
on 'Live to Vote Another Day:
Fortifying Democ ratic Resil
ience'. Joined PM @jonasgahr
store, @ElissaSlotkin and @trza-
skowski_. Highlighted In dia as a
dem ocracy that delivers. This dif-
fers with the prevailing political

pessimism. Spoke my mind on for-
eign interference. "Jaishankar high-
lighted that India chose a democratic
model after independence because of
its inherently consultative and plural-
istic society. He remarked that democ-
racy was once perceived as a Western
characteristic, but now many nations
in the Global South might find India's
democratic experience more applica-
ble to their own societies than that of
the West.When asked whether Global
South nations still aspire to a demo-
cratic system, Jaishankar stated,
"Look, to an extent, all big countries
are unique to an extent. But, we would
certainly hope, I mean to the extent,
we think of democracy as a universal
aspiration, ideally a reality, but at least
an aspiration, in large part because
India chose a democratic model after
independence and it chose a demo-
cratic model because we had funda-
mentally a consultative pluralistic
society.Now, there was a time and I
would have to say this in all honesty
when the West treated democracy as a
Western characteristic and was busy...
non-democratic forces in the Global
South, and it still does. I mean in
many cases, I can point to some very
recent ones where everything that you
say you value at home, you don't prac-
tice abroad. So, I do think the rest of
the Global South will view the suc-
cesses, shortcomings and the respons-
es of other countries."

Prayagraj-MirzapurHighway Accident

...At least 10 devotees who were on the way to
attend the Maha Kumbh, were killed in a tragic road
accident on the Prayagraj-Mirzapur highway on
Friday night."10 died as car carrying devotees from
Chhattisgarh to Maha Kumbh collided with a bus.
This accident took place on the Prayagraj-Mirzapur
highway under PS Meja around midnight on Friday
night. The bodies have been taken to Swaroop Rani
Medical Hospital for post-mortem. Further process
is still going on," ANI quoted DCP Yamunanagar,
Vivek Chandra Yadav, in a tweet.Prayagraj-Mirza
pur Highway Accident At Least 10 Maha Kumbh
Devotees Killed Many InjuredUP CM Yogi Express
CondolenceMeanwhile, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath has taken cognizance of
the road accident in Prayagraj district and expressed
condolences to the bereaved families, his office said
in a statement.He directed the officials to immedi-
ately reach the spot and expedite the relief work and
also directed the district administration officials to
treat the injured properly. He also wished for the
speedy recovery of the injured, the statement
added.On Thursday, one pilgrim died and five others
from Hyderabad were injured in an accident after
their car collided with a truck at Balkonda in the
Nizamabad district.The deceased was identified as
25-year-old V Sampath Rana, a resident of Kongar
akalan. P Ramesh, Chandrashekhar Chary, P Sai
Vishal, V Srinivas and Rajinikanth were injured.
They are from Uppuguda in Hyderabad.Also, four
people died and 10 injured after a Maha Kumbh-
bound mini-bus rammed into a tractor-trailer on We
dnesday in Fatehpur in Uttar Pradesh. The incident
occurred near Buxur turn.The mini-bus was en route
to Prayagraj and had 21 passengers. A few of them
were on their way to attend the Maha Kumbh Mela.

India Slashes Bourbon Whiskey Tariff from
150% to 100% After Trump’s Remarks

India has announced an immediate reduction
in its import tariff on Bourbon whiskey, low-
ering it from 150% to 100%. The move
comes after discussions between US
President Donald Trump and Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at the White
House.In 2024, India ranked as the 23rd
largest export market for American whiskey,
with US whiskey exports to India amounting
to $8.8 million last year.The Distilled Spirits
Council of the US (Discus) welcomed the
tariff cut, calling it a significant step for
American distillers.Chris Swonger, president
and CEO of Discus, praised Trump's leader-
ship in securing the reduction, stating, "This
historic decision opens new opportunities for
US distillers to expand exports to the world's
largest whiskey market and strengthen
American manufacturing jobs."He further
noted that India's high tariffs had long
restricted US spirits exporters, adding, "We
appreciate Presid ent Trump and Prime
Minister Modi's collaboration. Let's make
American whiskey great in India."Discus, in
collaboration with the US Department of
Agriculture, has been actively promoting
American whiskey in India since 2023, aim-
ing to educate importers and the media about
its distinct qualities.Tariffs have been a major

point of contention in the spirits industry
since Trump's return to the White House.
Before his reinstatement, he had pledged to
impose 25% tariffs on imports from Canada
and Mexico, affecting spirits such as
Canadian whisky, Tequila, and mezcal.Last
week, Trump reaffirmed his plans but
reversed his decision within 24 hours, post-
poning the tariffs until March 4.The delay
followed negotiations with Mexican
President Claudia Sheinbaum, who agreed to
deploy troops along the northern border in
exchange for US cooperation in limiting the
flow of firearms into Mexico. Similarly, dis-
cussions with Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau led to an agreement to
strengthen border security and combat fen-
tanyl trafficking into the US.

Kerala Bank Robbery Caught on Camera:
Masked Man Steals ?15 Lakh at Knifepoint
In a shocking robbery case, a man
armed with a knife threatened staff at
a Federal Bank branch in Potta,
Chalakudy, and escaped with ?15
lakh on Friday afternoon.The CCTV
footage of the incident, which took
place around 2:15 pm at the bank
located opposite Little Flower
Church, has now gone viral.Although
the cash counter had ?47 lakh, the
suspect managed to grab only three
bundles totalling ?15 lakh, according
to a report in Mathrubhumi.The toll plazas
and neighbouring districts are put on high
alert even as the cops are trying to get
leads in the case.As per the reports, the
accused was last traced to the Angamaly
area, but his current location remains
unknown, and the vehicle used in the
crime has not been recovered.CCTV
footage shows that the man parked his
scooter outside the bank. Most staff were
on lunch break, leaving only the manager
and an attendant inside. After threatening
them with a knife, the suspect locked them
in the bathroom, broke the cash counter
glass using a chair, and quickly stuffed the

cash into his backpack before
fleeing.Investigators say that the suspect
took less than three minutes to execute the
robbery. He avoided main roads, opting
for smaller routes after the crime. The sus-
pect wore a helmet, mask, and gloves,
complicating identification efforts."It
should be assumed that the suspect would
have visited and observed the bank before
planning the task as he was well aware
about lunch break timings, number of staff
and the time when the bank is not so
crowded," The New Indian Express quot-
ed K Saneeshkumar Joseph MLA as say-
ing.
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


       
       







       

       





       
        




  

  
     
       
 
       




      
      
 

 


       
      
      
     


       
        

          

        
      
     

      


        


 
         
 



 
     

        
 
        
        















 





 



















 


 




 
 








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