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ongress Sam Prroca Stirs Row Agan, Says China Not Threat ToInl” Blames US Pt

Indian Overseas Congress president Sam
Pitroda has stated that the India-China bor-
der dispute has been "blown out of propor-
tion" due to the United States' tendency to
"define an enemy".His remarks came in
response to US President Donald Trump's
offer to mediate the issue during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's recent visit to
Washington."l don't understand the threat
from China. | think this issue is often
blown out of proportion because the US
has the habit of defining an enemy. |
believe the time has come for all nations to
collaborate, not confront,” Pitroda, a sen-
ior Congress leader, said in an interview
with a news agency.Trump's mediation
offer was promptly rejected, with Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri stating that India
would continue to handle its dealings with
China through a bilateral approach.Pitroda
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Reacting to the saddening news of 15 deaths and
several casualties at the New Delhi Railway Station
Narendra
expressed grief and extended his condolences to the
family members of the deceased. PM Modi also
prayed for the speedy recovery of people who got
injured in the incident.In a post on X (formerly
known as twitter), PM Modi said, "Distressed by
the stampede at New Delhi Railway Station. My
thoughts are with all those who have lost their loved
ones. | pray that the injured have a speedy recovery.
The authorities are assisting all those who have
been affected by this stampede."Delhi LG Vinai
Kumar Saxena and acting Chief Minister Atishi
reached the incident sight to take account of the sit-
uation. Police officers, ambulances and fire tenders
have been deployed at the New Delhi Railway sta-
tion to control the situation.The tragic incident at
New Delhi railway station, has resulted in the loss
of 15 lives, among them three were children.
Additionally, 10 individuals sustained injuries dur-
ing this calamity, as confirmed by the Chief
Casualty Medical Officer at LNJP hospital.The

stampede, Prime Minister
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; O
also criticised India's stance on the border
issue, describing it as "confrontational
from the beginning" and adding that such
an "attitude creates enemies"."We need to
change this pattern. To assume that China
is the enemy is not fair. Not just to China,
but to everyone. It is time for us to learn to
increase communication. Collaborate,

18 TUESDAY FEBRUARY 2025

cooperate and co-create and not just
command and control,” he contin-
ued.During a joint press conference
with Prime Minister Modi on February
13 at the White House, President
Trump was asked about how the India-
US relationship might counter
China.In response, he said, "I think we
are going to have a very good relation-
ship with China. China is a very
important player in the world. | think
they can help us get this war over with
Ukraine and Russia.""And | look at India,
I do see the skirmishes on the border,
which are quite vicious, and | guess they
will continue to go on. If I could be of
help, I'd love to help, because that should
be stopped. That's been going on for a long
time, and it's quite violent. But | hope that
China and India and Russia and the US
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and all of us can get along. It's very impor-
tant,” Trump added.In response to Trump's
comments, Foreign Secretary Misri reiter-
ated that India has always followed a bilat-
eral approach to resolve disputes, includ-
ing with China."Whatever issues we have
with any of our neighbours, we have
always adopted a bilateral approach to
dealing with these issues. It's no different
between India and China. We have been
discussing any issues that we have with
them on a bilateral plan, and we will con-
tinue to do so,"” Misri said.Relations
between India and China have been
strained since the 2020 Galwan Valley
clashes.However, after extensive dialogue
last year, the two countries agreed to a
breakthrough disengagement process
along the Line of Actual Control in Eastern
Ladakh.
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catastrophe occurred amidst an unexpected surge of
devotees at the station. These individuals had gath-
ered in large numbers with the intent to journey to
Prayagraj, leading to chaotic conditions.lIt is impor-
tant to highlight that the sudden influx of passen-
gers was in response to the operation of two Kumbh
Special trains. These trains were introduced specif-
ically to accommodate the demands of the passen-
gers wishing to attend the religious gathering in

Prayagraj.

AAP Jabs BJP Over Delay In Naming Delh
CM, Says Party Has 'No Face” To Run Govt

Launching a fresh attack on the BJP
over its delay in announcing the
chief minister and the cabinet for
Delhi, the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
on Monday said the saffron party
has "no face"™ to run the govern-
ment.Addressing a press conference,
senior AAP leader and Delhi's acting

Chief  Minister  Atishi

Sl accused the BJP of lacking
a credible leader to govern

G the national capital."It's
mé been ten days since the
election  results  were
announced. People thought
that the BJP would declare
its chief minister and the
cabinet on February 9 and
begin developmental wo
% rks immediately. But it is
now clear that they have no face to
run Delhi," she said.Atishi claimed
that Prime Minister Naren dra Modi
does not trust any of the 48 BJP
MLAs elected in Delhi and alleged
that the party has no vision or plan
for governance."The BJP knows that
all they will do is loot the people of

Delhi. If they don't have anyone
capable of running the government,
how will they work for people?" she
asked.The political ba ttle between
the AAP and the BJP is set to esca-
late further as the delay in the saf-
fron party's leadership decision
comes after its decisive victory in
the Delhi Assembly elections.In the
recently concluded 70-member
Delhi Assembly polls, the BJP secu
red 48 seats, while the AAP won 22
seats.The election results were decl
ared on February 8 following polli
ng on February 5. The BJP's victory
ended the AAP's decade-long rule in
the national capital.In the 2020
assembly elections, the AAP had
won 62 out of 70 seats, while the
BJP had managed just eight.

Bengaltru Metro Fare Hike Sparks Protests

The Bangalore Metro Commuters'

protest on Saturday against the g

recent Namma Metro fare hike,

demanding its complete rollback. =
Protestors argued that the steep F

increase would worsen the financial
burden on middle-class and lower
middle-class commuters, including
students who rely on the metro for

their daily travel.In a memorandum °

set to be submitted to the managing
director of Namma Metro, BMCA
highlighted concerns that higher
fares would push more commuters
toward using two-wheelers, defeat-
ing the metro's primary goal of eas-
ing traffic congestion in the city. The
memorandum also pointed out that
students, particularly those depend-
ent on scholarships, would now
have to seek alternative transport
options due to the fare revision.
Bengaluru Metro Fare Hike Sparks
Protests Citizens Call for Immediate
Reversal

"Students who commute daily

between home and colleﬁ: many of
A N

Citizens Call for Immediate Reversal

deceitful attitude in the name of
‘Namma."'Rajesh Bhat, a protest
leader, warned that if the fare hike

W7~ is not withdrawn, commuters will

e A

whom rely on scholarship funds to
continue their studies, are now
forced to explore alternative means
of transport,"” the memorandum stat-
ed.Protestors slammed the fare hike
as "anti-people,” emphasizing that
public services should not operate
for profit. A commuter named Eldo
voiced his frustration, saying, "l am
a worker. I am worried about my
future. The prices of essential com-
modities like rice and cooking oil
have already skyrocketed. Now,
with transport costs doubling, how
will we survive? This is like scratch-
ing a wound, both financially and

rwnta”y' Our metro is ﬁWing i to.these demands remains to.be seen.

“" launch a '‘Boycott Metro' move-

ment. "This is just the beginning

f.="'"‘

- of the struggle, and it will only

ﬁ grow stronger. The anti-poor and
7 v ST BT anti-people

7 AN peop

725 g\ W ed.Protestors also criticized the

policy must be

stopped immediately," he assert-

Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation
Limited (BMRCL) for a lack of
transparency in fare decisions. The
memorandum  demanded that
BMRCL hold open discussions with
public representatives and con-
cerned organizations and release a
white paper detailing Namma
Metro's income and expenditures.
Until such transparency is ensured,
the fare hike should be put on hold,
the protestors urged.With growing
discontent among commuters, the
pressure on BMRCL to reconsider
its fare revision is mounting.
Whether the authorities will respond
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New FASTag Rules Kick In: What Users Need to Know About Penalties And Deductions

New FASTag Rules: Starting today, February 17,
2025, several new FASTag rules will take effect,
aimed at improving toll transaction efficiency and
security. These updates, issued by the National
Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), are
designed to streamline payments and prevent
unnecessary deductions.

Changes in FASTag Rules:

New FASTag Rules

1. As per NPCI's circular from January 28, 2025,
transactions will be validated based on the time
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April 2024, Avadhesh Rajesh Dubey, a 25-year-
old student at 11T Patna, tragically fell off a crowd-
ed Mumbai local train during rush hour on the
Central Railway, according to a Midday report.
Avadhesh, who was also pursuing an MBA, lost
his life after the incident on the Kalwa-to-
Dombivli stretch, which has become one of the
most hazardous routes. His family has alleged that
overcrowded trains, door-blocking, delays, and the
lack of timely medical attention contributed to his
death.Avadhesh's father, Rajesh Dubey, along with
his family, continues to demand justice and has
called for stricter safety measures on Mumbai's
overcrowded local train network. Despite their
pleas, little has changed, and the daily rush-hour
struggle persists.

Mumbai Local Train Services

Sadly, Avadhesh is not an isolated case. On aver-
age, seven to eight deaths occur daily on Mumbai's
suburban railway due to overcrowding, accidents,
and other causes. In 2024 alone, 2468 people lost
their lives on the tracks. Over the past 20 years,
more than 50,000 fatalities have been recorded,
the report added.The death toll is significant on
both Western and Central Railways. Between 2005
and July 2024, Western Railway reported 22,481
deaths and 26,572 injuries, while Central Railway
recorded 29,321 fatalities between 2009 and June
2024. The top railway police jurisdictions with the
highest fatalities in the past two years include
Kalyan, Thane, Vasai, and Borivli.The suburban
railway system is operating at full capacity, with
no room to increase services. There are currently
1394 suburban services on Western Railway, car-
rying 35 lakh passengers daily, and 1810 services
on Central Railway, serving 40 lakh passengers. In
total, 3204 suburban services carry 75 lakh pas-
sengers each day.As per the same report, to tackle
this growing crisis, in October 2023, Central
Railway introduced flexible working hours for its
employees and urged over 350 organisations to
implement staggered office timings. Despite
adding 150 additional suburban services over the
past seven years, there is no space to expand fur-
ther. The increasing number of daily commuters
has made the concept of rush hour inevitable.The
main causes of fatalities on Mumbai's suburban
trains are line-crossing and falling from trains. In
2023, Thane jurisdiction recorded the highest
number of deaths due to line-crossing (179), fol-
lowed by Borivli (154). In 2024, Thane continued
to top the list with 151 deaths, with Borivli at
137.Falling from trains remains another leading
cause of fatalities. Kalyan reported the most
deaths due to falls in 2023 (114), with Vasai at 45.
In 2024, Kalyan again recorded the highest num-
ber of fall-related deaths (116), while Vasai
remained the same with 45.As Mumbai's local
trains continue to operate under severe strain, the
safety concerns remain urgent. Despite efforts to
manage overcrowding, the daily battle for space,
safety, and timely medical response continues to
claim lives.

the tag is scanned and its status (hotlisted, low
balance, or blacklisted).

2. Transactions on inactive FASTags for more
than 60 minutes before or 10 minutes after scan-
ning will be declined with reason code 176.

3. Blacklisted FASTags: If a FASTag is blacklist-
ed at the toll, users will need to pay double the toll
fee, and any incorrect deductions made on these
tags can be resolved upon the tag being recharged.
4. Penalty Refund: Users can request a penalty
refund if their FASTag is recharged within 10

Degorted Indian Immiara

Jatinder Singh, one of the 112 illegal
Indian immigrants deported from the
US to Amritsar on Sunday, shared his
harrowing experience of his two-week
stay in a detention camp, alleging mis-
treatment and a lack of proper food.He
claimed that the US Army forcibly
removed his turban (dastar) and threw
it in a bin, reported India Today.

Deported Immigrant Recounts Torture
The 23-year-old from Amritsar
explained that his desire to settle
abroad with a job, due to limited
employment opportunities at home,
led him to make the dangerous jour-
ney. He also claimed that he was kept
in shackles for around 36 hours on the
US military plane that brought him
and the other deportees back to India
on Sunday night."l was sent to a deten-
tion camp for two weeks after I was
caught entering the US border on
November 27 last year. | left home on
September 12. At the detention camp,
they made me remove my turban
despite my objections. They said it

Strong tremors shook Delhi and the
surrounding  National Capital
Region (NCR) early on Monday.An

the national capital at around 5:36

am, with a depth of just 5 km, [

according to the National Centre for |
Seismology.

Why Is Delhi Prone To Earthquakes gk

Delhi was the epicentre of the B
quake, which was also felt in neigh-
bouring areas such as Noida and
Ghaziabad .Although the earth-
quake's magnitude was relatively low,

people still reported feeling "strong"
and "violent" tremors, sharing their
reactions and experiences on the social
media platform X.Experiencing earth-
guakes is not uncommon in Delhi. The
national capital had a similar occur-
rence just last month when an earth-
quake of magnitude 7.1 struck Nepal's
Kathmandu, but its tremors were also
felt in Delhi-NCR.According to the
Delhi Disaster Management Authority
(DDMA), the frequency of earthquak
es around Delhi may be linked to the
Delhi-Haridwar Ridge, a "major geo-

minutes of scanning, providing a clear incentive
to maintain sufficient balance.

5. Additional Charges: Additional charges may
apply if toll transactions are processed more than
15 minutes after the vehicle passes the reader, pre-
venting unnecessary delays.

6. Chargebacks: Banks can initiate chargebacks
for incorrect deductions on blacklisted or low-bal-
ance FASTags only after a 15-day waiting period.
This allows for thorough investigation into the

1t Recounts Oraeal Of Torture
Mistreatment In US Detention: ‘They Removec! My Turtian

earthquake of magnitude 4.0 struck =

= R

transactions.

was their rule and threw it in
the dustbin," he told India
Today TV.Singh alleged that
the US authorities turned the
air conditioning to an
extremely low temperature,
then cranked up the heater,
leaving his skin dry."I did not
N get proper food there at all.
They only gave me Lay's
chips and Frooti juice twice a
day,"” he said.According to
Singh, he had been intro-

duced to an agent in November
2024, recommended by friends, and
paid Rs 50 lakh to be taken to the
US."My family sold all the land they
had (1.3 acres) and | gave Rs 22 lakh
to the agent in advance. | also sold the
jewellery of my two married sisters to
pay the remaining amount,” he
explained.The agent had told Singh
that he would be taken through the
jungles of Panama for three days and
then fly to Mexico, from where he
would cross the US border via
Tijuana.When asked if he knew that
such a risky journey might lead to
deportation, Singh replied, "The agent
said there would be no issues. He had
experience ensuring illegal immigrants
crossed the border safely without
being caught."Singh described the
dense jungles of Panama and the dis-
turbing sight of illegal immigrants'
bodies along the way. "The agent
cheated me and fled halfway. It took
me three days to cross the Panama jun-
gles. When 1 finally crossed the US
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logical structure."India is divided into
several seismic zones indicating the
frequency of earthquakes in each
region. Delhi lies in Zone IV, which
the DDMA classifies as having "fairly
high seismicity." This makes Delhi a
"high-risk  area" for  earthq
uakes.Typically, earthquakes in Delhi
range from magnitude 5 to 6.
However, an earthquake of magnitude
7 to 8 is considered an "occasional"
event.Since 1720, only five earth-
guakes ranging from magnitude 5.5 to
6.7 have been recorded in Delhi or its
surrounding areas. The Delhi-
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7. Delayed Transactions: If a toll payment is
delayed due to insufficient balance, the loss will
be borne by the toll operator, not the user, ensur-
ing users are not penalized for system-related
issues.

8. Additional Penalties: Delayed FASTag transac-
tions beyond 15 minutes after passing the toll may
result in additional penalties, maintaining a high
level of efficiency.

border, the border police caught me
and sent me to a detention camp,
where | was tortured," he said.He also
claimed that during the 36-hour flight
back to India, he was shackled, while
men and children were not. "My hands
were handcuffed and my legs were
tied. We had issues with food and
access to the washroom. They released
our shackles 10 minutes before the
flight landed," Singh said, adding that
he now intends to look for a job in
India and will never attempt to go
abroad again.The mistreatment of
deported Indian immigrants has raised
concerns, especially after a US Air
Force plane carrying 104 deportees
landed in Amritsar on February 5.
Several deportees aboard that flight
reported being shackled throughout
the journey, only to be released upon
arrival in India.Out of the 112 depor-
tees who arrived at Amritsar on
Sunday, 44 were from Haryana, 33
from Gujarat, 31 from Punjab, two
from Uttar Pradesh, and one each from
Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh.A
second US military aircraft arrived late
on Saturday night, carrying 116
deported Indian immigrants. Many of
the deportees claimed they were
shackled throughout the flight, and
some Sikh youths were allegedly
forced to travel without their turbans,
drawing criticism from the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC).Altogether, the US has
deported 332 illegal Indian immigrants
on three separate flights so far.

Haridwar Ridge and the Delhi-
Moradabad Fault are two major
geological features that pass
through Delhi, making it more sus-
ceptible to earthquakes."Both have
s the potential of generating earth-
guakes of magnitude up to MSK
VIII, which is quite probable in the
territory,” says the
DDMA .Several other weak zones
and faults are located near Delhi,
such as the Mahendragarh-
subsurface  fault,

Moradabad fault, Sohna fault, Great
Boundary Fault, Delhi-Sargodha
Ridge, Yamuna River lineament, and
Ganga River lineament, according to
the National Centre for Seismo
logy.Delhi's proximity to the seismi-
cally active Himalayas also con-
tributes to its vulnerability to
tremors.The classification of regions
into seismic zones is based on "subjec-
tive estimates of intensity from avail-
able information on earthquake occur-
rence, geology, and tectonics of the
country,”" and this process is ongoing,
with updates based on new data.
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