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Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar was appoint-
ed as the next Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)
on Monday, 17 February 2025, as announced by the
Law Ministry.He is the first CEC to be appointed
under a new law governing the selection of members
of the Election Commission (EC).

Gyanesh Kumar appointed as next Chief Election
Commissioner

His tenure will last until January 26, 2029, just before
the Election Commission is expected to declare the
schedule for the next Lok Sabha elections.Kumar was
appointed following a meeting of a three-member
committee chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in New Delhi. He is set to assume office on
Wednesday, 19 February 2025, the same day the
Supreme Court is scheduled to hear a challenge
against the law under which his selection was
made.As the senior-most Election Commissioner
after outgoing CEC Rajiv Kumar, Gyanesh Kumar
was the natural choice for the position.

Background and Career

Gyanesh Kumar, a retired Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officer from the Kerala cadre (1988
batch), previously served as the Union Cooperation
Secretary before retiring on 31 January 2024. He was
subsequently appointed as Election Commissioner on
14 March 2024.During his tenure in the Union Home
Ministry, he played a pivotal role in executing deci-
sions following the abrogation of Article 370 in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Education and Professional Experience

Kumar completed a B.Tech in Civil Engineering from
the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Kanpur.He
further studied Business Finance at ICFAI, India, and
Environmental Economics at the Harvard Institute for
International Development (HIID), USA.In Kerala,
he held several key positions, including Assistant
Collector of Ernakulam, Sub-Collector of Adoor,
Managing Director of the Kerala State Development
Corporation for SC/ST, and Municipal Commissioner
of Cochin.As Secretary to the Kerala government, he
managed portfolios such as finance resources, fast-
track projects, and public works.At the central level,
Kumar gained extensive experience serving as Joint
Secretary in the Ministry of Defence, as well as Joint
Secretary and Additional Secretary in the Ministry of
Home Affairs. He also held the positions of Secretary
in the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs and the
Ministry of Cooperation before his retirement.
Upcoming Elections

As the 26th Chief Election Commissioner, Kumar
will oversee several crucial elections, including the
Bihar Assembly elections later this year.In 2026, he
will be responsible for conducting the Kerala and
Puducherry Assembly elections, as well as the
Assembly elections in Tamil Nadu and West Bengal.
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rked Over Multiple Fresh Pleas On

Places Of Worship Act, Lists Pending Ongs In Apri

Expressing displeasure over several fresh
pleas, the Supreme Court on Monday said
a three-judge bench will hear in April the
only post-notice pending petitions related
to validity of the Places of Worship
(Special Provisions) Act, 1991 which
mandates the religious character of a
place to be maintained as it existed on
August 15, 1947.The top court, however,
granted liberty to the petitioners like
Samajwadi Party leader and Kairana MP
Igra Choudhary, who have filed the pleas
recently and notices have not been issued
on them, to file applications for interven-
tion in pending ones by citing new legal
grounds.Dismissing fresh petitions, on
which notices were not issued yet, a
bench comprising Chief Justice Sanjiv
Khanna and Justice Sanjay Kumar said,
"The writ petitioners can file an (interven-
tion) application raising new grounds."
"We are constrained to pass this order
after taking note of the number of fresh
petitions filed. The pending writ petitions,
which have no notices, stand dismissed
with liberty to file an application raising
additional grounds, if any. The new IA
will only be allowed if there is any new
point or new legal issue that has not been
raised in the pending petitions," the bench
said.It then listed the batch of petitions
and cross ones pertaining to the 1991 law
in the week commencing April 1 before a
three-judge bench.At the outset, the CJI
said, “People keep on filing fresh peti-
tions alleging that they have raised new
grounds...It will become impossible for
us to deal with the petitions besides what-
ever has already been filed.”Senior advo-
cate Dushyant Dave agreed to the bench
and said no fresh plea be allowed on the
issue.Another senior advocate Vikas
Singh, appearing for one of the old peti-
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A Delta Airlines plane flipped
upon arrival at Toronto's
Pearson Airport and ended up
on its roof Monday, injuring
17 people including three
who are in critical condi- |
tion.The airport confirmed
on X that an "incident"
occurred with the Delta flight
from Minneapolis and that 76
passengers and four crew are
accounted for. Delta said in a
statement the accident hap-
pened at 3:30 pm.Video from

the scene shows the Mitsubishi
CRJ-900LR upside down on the
snowy tarmac as emergency work-
ers hose it down.The plane was
somewhat obscured by snow from a
winter storm that hit Toronto over
the weekend.Orange air ambulance
said it was transporting one paedi-
atric patient to Toronto's SickKids
hospital and two adults with critical
injuries to other hospitals in the
city. "Emergency teams are
responding,” the airport said in a
post on the social platform X. "All
passengers and crew are accounted
for."It is too early to say what
caused the plane to flip but weather
may have played a factor.
According to the Meteoro logical
Service of Canada, the airport was
experiencing blowing snow and
winds of 51 kilometres per hour
gusting to 65 kilometres per hour.
The temperature was about minus
8.6 degrees Celsius. "It's very rare
to see something like this,” said
John Cox, CEO of aviation safety
consulting firm Safety Operating

ta Alrlings Plang F
Toronto Arport, Bag

tioners, raised the issue of non-filing of
the response by the Centre to the petitions
and said the last opportunity be given to
the government for this purpose.Earlier in
the day also, the CJI expressed displeas-
ure over filing of many fresh cases. The
bench also indicated that it may not take
up the pending scheduled petitions, heard
earlier by a three-judge bench, during the
day as it was sitting in a combination of
two judges."We might not be able to take
it up", the CJI said when senior advocate
Indira Jaising, appearing for a litigant,
mentioned a fresh plea for hearing during
the day. At the outset of the day's proceed-
ings, the senior advocate mentioned the
matter."There is a limit to which petitions
can be filed. So many IAs (interim appli-
cations) have been filed... we might not
be able to take it up", the CJI said, adding
that a date may be given in March.The top
court, through its December 12, 2024
order, effectively stalled proceedings in
about 18 lawsuits filed by various Hindu
parties seeking survey to ascertain origi-
nal religious character of 10 mosques,
including Gyanvapi at Varanasi, Shahi
Idgah Masjid at Mathura and Shahi Jama
Masjid at Sambhal where four people
died in clashes. It had then listed all the
petitions for an effective hearing on
February 17.Post December 12, several
petitions have been filed, including by
AIMIM  chief Asaduddin Owaisi,
Samajwadi Party leader and Kairana MP
Igra Choudhary and the Congress Party,
seeking effective implementation of the
1991 law.The Akhil Bhartiya Sant Samiti,
a Hindu outfit, had moved the top court
seeking to intervene in cases filed against
the validity of provisions of the 1991
law.Earlier, the bench was hearing about
six petitions, including the lead one filed
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Systems in St  Petersburg,
Florida."We've seen a couple of
cases of takeoffs where airplanes
have ended up inverted, but it's
pretty rare." Cox, who flew for US
Air for 25 years and has worked on
NTSB investigations, said the CRJ-
900 aircraft is a proven aircraft
that's been in service for decades
and does a good job of handling
inclement weather."The weather
conditions were windy. The wind
was out of the west at 27 to 35
knots, which is about 38 miles an
hour. So it was windy. But the air-
planes are designed and certified to
handle that. The pilots are trained
and experienced to handle that."The
US Federal Aviation Administration
said in a statement that the
Transportation Safety Board of
Canada would head up the investi-
gation and provide any updates.The
National Transportation Safety
Board said it is leading a team of
US investigators to assist in the
Canadian investigation. It is at least
the fourth major aviation mishap in
North America in the past month.A

Down On Landing Ir
( Among 17 Injurec

by lawyer Ashwini Upadhyay, challeng-
ing various provisions of the 1991
law.The law prohibits conversion of any
place of worship and provides for the
maintenance of the religious character of
any place of worship as it existed on
August 15, 1947.However, the dispute
relating to Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid at Ayodhya was kept out of its
purview.Muslim bodies like Jamiat
Ulama-i-Hind seek strict implementation
of the 1991 law to maintain communal
harmony and to preserve the present sta-
tus of mosques, sought to be reclaimed by
Hindus on grounds that they were temples
before invaders razed them.On the other
hand, petitioners like Updhyay have
sought setting aside of Sections 2, 3 and 4
of the Act.Among the reasons was also
the contention that these provisions took
away the right of judicial remedy to
reclaim a place of worship of any person
or a religious group."Ultimately, we will
have to hear the arguments,” the bench
had said, observing the primary issue was
with regard to Section 3 and 4 of the 1991
law.While Section 3 deals with the bar of
conversion of places of worship, Section
4 pertains to declarations as to the reli-
gious character of certain places of wor-
ship and bar of jurisdiction of courts,
etc.The Gyanvapi Mosque management
committee, in its intervention plea,
opposed several pending petitions that
challenge the constitutional validity of the
1991 law.The mosque committee listed a
series of contentious claims made over
the years concerning various mosques
and dargahs (shrines), including the Shahi
Idgah Masjid in Mathura, the Quwwat-ul-
Islam Mosque near Delhi's Qutub Minar,
the Kamal Maula Mosgue in Madhya
Pradesh, and others.It, therefore, said the

commercial jetliner and an
Army helicopter collided
near the nation's capital on
January 29, killing 67 peo-
ple.A medical transporta-
. tion plane crashed in
| Philadelphia on January
31, killing the six people
on board and another per-
son on the ground and 10
were killed in a plane crash
- in Alaska. Delta said in a
statement that "initial
reports were that there are
no fatalities"."Several customers
with injuries were transported to
area hospitals. Our primary focus is
taking care of those impacted,” the
airline added.Ontario's Premier
Doug Ford said on X he is "relieved
there are no casualties after the inci-
dent at Toronto Pearson." Toronto is
the capital of Ontario."Provincial
officials are in contact with the air-
port and local authorities and will
provide any help that's needed,"
Ford said.Endeavor Air, based in
Minn eapolis, is a subsidiary of
Delta Air Lines and the world's
largest operator of CRJ-900 air-
craft. The airline operates 130
regional jets on 700 daily flights to
over 126 cities in the US, Canada
and the Caribbean, according to the
company's website.The CRJ-900, a
popular regional jet, was developed
by Canadian aerospace company
Bombardier.It's in the same family
of aircraft as the CRJ-700, the type
of plane involved in the midair col-
lision near Reagan National Airport
on January 29.




Opposition in India often claims that peo-
ple who are guilty in any case, can get a
clean chit if they join the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). They have also coined
the term 'BJP's washing machine', which
cleans all stains and allegations.Taking a
cue from the same, social media users
have now started making fun of India's Got
Latent stand-up comedians Samay Raina
and Ranveer Allahbadia and advised them
to join the BJP. Along with them, Apoorva
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Jaspreet Singh have also been named in
the FIRs under the charges of using abu-
sive language, promoting obscenity,
engaging in sexually explicit and spread-
ing vulgarity.Now, a photo of Samay
Raina and Ranveer Allahbadia has gone
viral showing both of them wearing BJP's
scarf. The photo is badly edited and clears
that it is a fake one. However, people in the
comment section have gone gaga and are
posting hilarious comments.A user said,
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laughing emoji). Another
user said: Samay Raina
and Ranveer Alhabadia
washed out their sins even
without going to
Mahakumbh"Another use
took the pun to the next
level stating: Samay Raina
and Ranveer Alhabadia's videos were post-
ed by Pakistan.After the controversy,
Samay Raina deleted all the episodes of
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7013’ Got Latent Controversy: Samay Raina, Ranveer Allanbadia Join BJP?

nel, which had garnered mil-
lions of vie ws."Everything
that is happening has been
too much for me to handle.
| have removed all India's
Got Latent videos from my
channel. My only objective

was to make people laugh
and have a good time. | will fully cooper-
ate with all agencies to ensure their
inquiries are concluded fairly. Thank you,"

Mukhiya, Ashish Chanchalani, and
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Tesla Inc. has started recruiting in India, indicating its immi-
nent entry into the market following Chief Executive Officer
Elon Musk's meeting with Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
the United States.The electric vehicle manufacturer adver-
tised 13 job vacancies on its LinkedIn page on Monday, cov-
ering both customer-facing and back-end roles.

Tesla Begins Hiring in India

At least five of these positions, including service technician
and various advisory roles, are available in both Mumbai and
Delhi. The remaining roles, such as customer engagement
manager and delivery operations specialist, are designated
for Mumbai.Tesla and India have been in discussions for
several years, but the company had refrained from entering
the South Asian market due to concerns over high import
duties. However, India has now reduced the basic customs
duty on high-end cars priced above $40,000 from 110% to
70%.Although India's electric vehicle market remains in its
early stages compared to China's, it presents an opportunity
for Tesla to counter slowing sales, following its first annual
decline in EV sales in over a decade. While India's electric
car sales reached nearly 100,000 units last year, China
recorded 11 million.Tesla's move into India follows PM
Modi's meeting with Musk and former US President Donald
Trump in Washington last week. Trump later stated that
Modi had agreed to begin negotiations to address the US
trade deficit and boost military purchases, including discus-
sions on the potential supply of F-35 fighter jets.Although
Musk is a key figure in Trump's administration, the president
did not clarify whether the tech billionaire met Modi in his
capacity as a CEO of private companies or in his role with
the DOGE team.Musk's involvement in Trump's government
has increasingly blurred the boundaries between his business
and political interests.Last month, Italy confirmed discus-
sions with Musk's SpaceX regarding a deal to provide secure
telecommunications for the country's government. This
development followed a meeting between Italian Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni and then President-elect Trump in
Florida.

Benaaluru Water Crisig

Bengaluru Water Crisis: The Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage
Board (BWSSB) has introduced a ban on using drinking water for
activities such as vehicle washing, gardening, and road cleaning. This
measure aims to address the city's impending water crisis. Violators of
this ban will face a fine of Rs 5,000, with additional penalties for
repeated offenses.With summer approaching and groundwater levels
dropping, BWSSB Chairman Dr Ram Prasath Manohar announced
these restrictions. The order prohibits the use of potable water for non-
essential purposes like construction, decorative fountains, and enter-
tainment in malls and cinema halls. A daily fine of Rs 500 will be
imposed for continued non-compliance.officials stress that these
measures are crucial to combat the city's looming water shortage.
Scientists from the Indian Institute of Science (11Sc) have warned
about a potential crisis due to declining groundwater levels and inade-
quate rainfall. The guidelines align with the Bangalore Water Supply
and Sewerage Act, 1964.Residents are urged to report any violations
by contacting the BWSSB call center at 1916. Dr Manohar's official
statement encourages public participation in enforcing these rules to
ensure effective water conservation across the city.The BWSSB's ini-
tiative highlights the urgent need for sustainable water management
practices in Bengaluru. As groundwater levels continue to deplete, it is
essential for residents to adhere to these restrictions and contribute to
preserving this vital resource.By implementing these measures,
Bengaluru aims to mitigate the effects of its water scarcity issues. The
focus remains on ensuring that drinking water is reserved for essential
uses only, thereby safeguarding the city's future water supply.

"This Happens Only In India" (with a

India's Got Latent from his YouTube chan-

Samay wrote.

India To Cut Import Duties Amid US Tariff
Concerns, Says Finance Minister Sitharaman

N\

India's senior officials have stated
that they will continue to reduce
import duties as the government
seeks to navigate US President
Donald Trump's plan to impose
reciprocal tariffs on trading part-
ners.Following extensive cuts to
duties on imports ranging from
textiles to motorcycles, India's
finance minister announced that
the process of tariff reform would
persist, reported Bloomberg."We
are building an investor-friendly
country, and as a result, the
announced duty cuts and rationali-
sations will continue, and we shall
keep doing that,” said Nirmala
Sitharaman at an event in Mumbai
on Monday.Economists noted that
India's higher tariff rates and a $41

billion trade surplus with
the US make the country
, particularly vulnerable if
Trump proceeds with
reciprocal tariffs. Analysts
from Mitsubishi UFJ
Financial Group Inc sug-
gested that US tariffs on
India could increase from
the current 3 per cent to
over 15 per cent "if full
reciprocity were enforced
in theory."Although it remains
unclear how the Trump administra-
tion will calculate the tit-for-tat
levies, if the US imposes a 20 per
cent flat tariff on Indian exports, it
could result in a 50 basis points
loss to GDP, according to Soumya
Kanti Ghosh, Chief Economic
Adviser at State Bank of India. A
15 per cent to 20 per cent average
increase in tariffs could reduce
India's exports to the US by 3-3.5
per cent, he added.Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is eager to prevent
further economic slowdown, as
growth is already at its lowest pace
since the pandemic. To avoid a
potential trade war with its largest
trading partner, New Delhi has rap-
idly delivered a series of conces-

sions to the White House on issues
central to Trump's agenda.
Officials have indicated that this
process will continue in the com-
ing months.Following the meeting
between Trump and Modi in
Washington last week, both sides
agreed to conclude a trade deal by
autumn 2025. The Indian leader
also stated that the goal is to dou-
ble bilateral trade to $500 billion
by 2030.India and the US aim to
reduce tariffs in the coming
months, an Indian official revealed
to reporters, requesting anonymity
to discuss internal matters. New
Delhi will assess the measures the
US imposes but will work towards
a mutually beneficial trade agree-
ment, the official added.Indian
officials have also been working to
counter the perception that the
country imposes unreasonable tar-
iffs. At the Mumbai event, Finance
Secretary Tuhin Kanta Pandey
clarified that India applies tariff
rates of under 3 per cent on "30 of
the most important imports™ and
that higher duties are only levied
on "a very few products,"” which
"will likely be resolved™ during
negotiations with the US.

o Raps Renveer Allanoadia For His Very Dirty
Mindset, Poccaster Gets Temporary Relle From Arres

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday strongly criticised
YouTube personality Ranveer
Allahbadia for making inap-
propriate comments on

Samay Raina's 'India's Got
Latent' show, stating that such
behaviour must be con-
demned.The Court also
remarked that the podcaster
appeared to have something
"very dirty" in his mind

which he 'vomited' during the
show.

SC Raps Ranveer Allahbadia
"Such behaviour has to be con-
demned. Just because you are pop-
ular, you cannot take society for
granted. Is there anyone on earth
who would like this language?
There is something very dirty in
his mind which has been vomited.
Why should we protect him?" the
Court stated, according to Bar and
Bench.Ranveer Allahbadia had

appealed to the Supreme Court to
challenge the FIRs filed against
him over his allegedly offensive
remarks on the YouTube show. He
also sought the merging of all the
FIRs.Justice Kant commented that
the remarks reflected "the pervert-

ed mind.""The words you have
chosen, parents will be ashamed,
sisters will be ashamed. The entire
society will feel ashamed. The per-

verted mind. The per-
version you and your
henchmen have exhib-
ited! We have a judi-
cial system, bound by
| the rule of law. If
~ there are threats
* (against Allah badia),
the law will take its
course," he was quot-
ed as saying by *Live
Law*.The Supreme
Court instru cted
Ranveer Allahba dia
to submit his passport
and not leave the country without
prior approval."If any other FIR on
the same set of allegations is regis-
tered in Jaipur, arrest of the peti-
tioner shall remain stayed. The
petitioner shall deposit his passport
at the Thane police station. He
shall not leave the country without
prior permission of this court,"
Justice Kant added.
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