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Panvel Rods To Be Restructured: Lana Acquisiton
Being For Expansion: Traffic Reller On These Roas

Panvel Municipal Corporation
(PMC) has decided to widen
three major roads in the city at
an estimated cost of Rs 20
crore, according to a
Hindustan Times (HT) report.
A notification for land acqui-
sition has been issued, and
work will begin once the
process is completed.The
roads to be widened are
Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar
Tilak Marg, Mahatma Jyotiba
Phule Marg, and Ram Ganesh
Gadkari Marg. Certain sec-
tions of these roads are cur-
rently too narrow, causing fre-
quent traffic congestion. After
the widening, each road will
be 30 feet wide.Ram Ganesh
Gadkari Marg: Adarsh Hotel
to Swatantryaveer Savarkar
Chowk.Since the project
requires land that belongs to
some property owners, PMC
sent a proposal to the sub-
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..The Enforcement Directorate (ED) conduct-
ed a raid on Friday at the residence of Simran
Preet Panesar, a 32-year-old man wanted
across Canada in connection with the April
2023 gold robbery at the North American
nation's Toronto Pearson International
Airport.A team of ED officials arrived at
Panesar's home in Mohali's Sector 79 and
began questioning him. The case falls under
Section 2 (1) (ra) of the PMLA, which
addresses cross-border crimes and the trans-
fer of proceeds of such crimes to India, Indian
Express reported.A senior official told the
English daily: "Any conduct by a person at a
place outside India which constitutes an
offence at that place and which would have
constituted an offence specified in Part A,
Part B or Part C of the Schedule, had it been
committed in India and if such person [trans-
fers in any manner] the proceeds of such con-
duct or part thereof to India".The heist
occurred on April 17, 2023, when an air cargo
container with over 22 million Canadian dol-
lars worth of gold bars and foreign currency
was stolen from a secure storage facility using
fake documents. The shipment, which arrived
on an Air Canada flight from Zurich,
Switzerland, was offloaded and transported to
a separate location on airport property before
being reported missing the next day.Canadian
police have arrested six individuals, including
people of Indian origin, in connection with
the theft. The stolen cargo included 6,600 bars
of .9999 pure gold, weighing 400 kilograms
and valued at over 20 million dollars and
Canadian dollars 2.5 million worth in foreign
currency, according to a report in PTL.In an
earlier statement, the police said that investi-
gators seized one kilogramme of gold worth
approximately Canadian dollars 89,000,
believed to be from the theft, smelting equip-
ment, and approximately 434,000 dollars in
Canadian currency.

division office, which
notification on Wednesday.
Property owners affected by
the project will receive com-
pensation under the Land
Acquisition Act,
2013.According to a PMC
official, around 5,430 square
metres of land will be
required for the widening.
Some houses and buildings
along these roads will need to
be moved a few metres to
make space. "The land acqui-

sition process is expected
& to take a few months,
| after which the road
widening work will
- begin immediately.
- PMC has allocated 720
- crore for the project,”
| the official said.In recent
= months, PMC has
= removed several illegal
y structures to improve
¥ traffic movement in the
city, which has 10 major
roads. With a rising number of
vehicles, traffic congestion
has become a common prob-
lem, particularly during festi-
vals.To ensure smoother trav-
el, municipal commissioner
Mangesh Chitale has directed
the town planning department
to widen key roads. The proj-
ect aligns with the revised
draft development plan, which
aims to improve infrastructure
in the city.
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Delhi's newly inaugurated Chief Minister,
Rekha Gupta, along with her cabinet and
Delhi BJP leader Virendra Sachdeva,
recently participated in a Yamuna Aarti at
Vasudev Ghat, marking the beginning of
her tenure. Following the ceremony, a
cabinet meeting was scheduled to outline
the distribution of ministerial roles within
her government. This ritual underscores
the administration's commitment to reju-
venating the Yamuna River, a promise
that was a cornerstone of their cam-
paign."Today, during the aarti of Maa
Yamuna, we remembered our resolution
to clean the river. We will use the needed
resources, and it will be our priority..."
emphasized Delhi CM Rekha Gupta after
the spiritual event. This statement reaf-
firms the government's dedication to
addressing the pollution issues plaguing
the Yamuna. Their proposed strategies for
river revitalization were detailed in the
BJP's "Viksit Bharat Sankalp Patra",
pledging the establishment of a *Yamuna
Kosh" aimed at funding the river's clean-
up and riverfront development initia-
tives.Efforts to restore the Yamuna's
health began in earnest, with actions initi-
ated four days before Gupta's oath-taking
ceremony. The Lieutenant Governor's
office has outlined a comprehensive strat-
egy focusing on removing pollutants and
enhancing the river's sewage and effluent
treatment capabilities. This involves
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clearing the river and its adjoining drains
of trash and silt, notably from the
Najafgarh drain, a major pollution con-
tributor. Additionally, plans to increase
sewage treatment to 1,000 million gallons
daily and boost effluent treatment plant
capacity to 220 million liters per day
have been set in motion.Moreover, the
Lieutenant Governor has ensured ongoing
supervision of both industrial entities and
sewage and wastewater treatment facili-
ties to maintain the river's cleanliness.
Such proactive measures, including the
use of skimmers, weed harvesters, and a
dredger for debris and silt extraction, sig-
nify the government's earnest efforts
towards fulfilling its environmental com-
mitments. The BJP's recent electoral tri-
umph in Delhi, securing 48 of the 70
assembly seats, was significantly influ-
enced by public dissatisfaction with the
previous administration's handling of
civic issues. These included the deterio-
rating condition of the Yamuna River,
escalating air pollution levels, and the
Aam Aadmi Party's ineffectiveness in
urban clean-up despite controlling the
civic body. The victory marks the party's
return to power in the capital after a 28-
year hiatus, fueled by allegations of cor-
ruption against Arvind Kejriwal's Aam
Aadmi Party and widespread concern
over environmental and cleanliness
issues.

aian Kalvan aoout Himalayas

As

we had reported earlier, the deputy chief
minister of Andhra Pradesh, Pawan
Kalyan accompanied chief minister
Chandrababu on the official visit to the
nation capital of Delhi today. This visit
is tq take part in the wearing in ceremo-

il

It is already known that YSR
Congress has been Arijit. The
narrative that YS Jagan is not
receiving adequate security _.. 4
from the government of ge i

Andhra  Pradesh.  Now, J &4
they’ve cited the recent exam-
ple of Guntur Mirchi Yard
visit where Jagan wasn’t pro- ¥
vided police security to push #%
their cause further.Citing this
incident, YSR Congress has
stated that Jagan’s life is at
threat now and asked the cen-
tral government for additional
security cover for Jagan.In the
letter to the prime minister of India,
Narendra Modi, YSR Congress MP,
Midhun Reddy wrote “Due to the negli-
gence of the government, there also have
been incidents of attacks by miscreants
on Shri YS Jagan Mohan Reddy's resi-
dence. This is not an isolated incident
but appears to be a part of a larger con-
spiracy orchestrated by the coalition

ny of Delhi chief
Minister Rekha
Gupta.While this event
' 'was happening earlier
> in the day today, there
_ was one very interesting
interaction that hap-
pened between Prime
Minister Modi and
deputy chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan. The two
of them appeared to be
indulging in an animat-
) ed conversation about

: b some topic.After the
completion of this event,

Media asked Pawan Kalyan to comment
on the topic that he was discussing with
Modi and the reason why they were
smiling while interacting.In response to
this, Kalyan said Prime Minister Modi
asked him aboyt Himalayas and that is

government to curtail his movement
even at the cost of putting his life at
risk.”1t’s further added that such targeted
actions of the coalition government
keeping former Chief Minister's life at
risk create a sort of panic among the
public in general and set a dangerous
precedent which is against the The
recent visit to the Guntur Mirchi Market

the reason why they indulged in a comi-
cal conversation.“l was not expecting
Modi ji to speak about such a topic with
me on stage. After seeing me and my tra-
ditional attire, Modi G asked me if | am
leaving everything and taking Sanyasam
to go to Himalayas. | then replied him
that it is not going to happen in the near
future, and there is still a lot of time for
it.” Kalyan revealed.lt is evident that
Modi and Kalyan had a very funny topic
to discuss on stage today, and this con-
versation sparked a bright smile on their
faces while they spoke with each other
for a few minutes.The point to be noted
here is that Pawan Kalyan has complete-
ly revamped his styling choices. He is
only wearing spiritual and Sanatana out-
fits these days. This could be the reason
why Modi found his appearance very
amusing today and asked him whether

he is going to Himalayas. .

Yard exposed the alarming lack
A of security presence, despite
prior intimation to the con-
cerned, officials.This negli-
gence raises serious questions
about the intent behind such a
lapse, especially considering the
% fact that the Former CM has Z+
.| category protection by the cen-
tral agencies. The present coali-
tion Government of Andhra
Pradesh has systematically
downsized his security detail
which has exacerbated the situa-
tion.The condition of bullet-
proof vehicles provided for his
protection is deteriorated, and there have
been repeated lapses in security during
his district visits and the Guntur Mirch
Yard incident is the latest, it is conclud-
ed.Now that the Jagan party has made a
strong case for added security, it has to
be seen if the central government will be
lenient enough to grant the same.
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In a historic move, the Trump
administration has confirmed £

Kash Patel as the new Director of |
the  Federal Bureau  of |
Investigation (FBI), marking a
significant moment for Indian-
Americans. The United States
Senate ratified Patel's nomination
for a decade-long tenure, with the
official announcement signaling
a new era for the esteemed
agency. Known for its global rep-
utation as a premier law enforce-

ment body, the FBI's leadership role
IS both powerful and demanding, and
Patel's appointment underscores the
trust placed in him by the administra-
tion.Kashyap Pram od Vinod Patel,
better known as Kash Patel, has been
a key figure within the Trump cam-
paign, signifying his close ties and
alignment with the administration's
vision. His ascendancy to the role of
FBI Director not only reflects his
personal achievements but also high-
lights the growing influence of
Indian-origin individuals in the

United States' political and security
landscape. Patel is expected to bring
a fresh dynamism to the bureau, with
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Sonia Gandbhi, aged 78, leader of the Congress
party, has recently been taken to Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital in Delhi for medical attention,
stirring unease within the party. Reports indi-
cate that she was admitted due to a gastroin-
testinal issue and is now under the care of Dr.
Samir Nanda, a gastroenterology specialist.
The hospital's management, led by Ajay
Swaroop, has reassured the public that Gandhi's
health is stable and there's no significant cause
for alarm, forecasting her discharge for Friday
morning.The concern within the Congress
party escalated following the news of Gandhi's
hospitalization, with many party members
expressing worry over her well-being. This
episode has highlighted the deep respect and
concern party leaders and workers have for
Gandhi, underlining her pivotal role within the
organization. She was last seen in Parliament
on February 13, attending the budget session,
before her hospital admission on a Thursday
morning.Ajay Swaroop, Chairman of the
Ganga Ram Hospital Board of Management,
conveyed a reassuring message regarding
Gandhi's health, stating, "There is no need for
major concern." This statement was aimed at
alleviating the heightened anxieties surround-
ing her condition. The anticipation of her
recovery and discharge by Friday adds a hope-
ful note to this episode, reflecting the collective
wishes of her supporters and colleagues for her

swift return to health.

]
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plans to unveil several sensitive doc-
uments, including those related to
Epstein Island, which have sparked
widespread controversy and inter-
est.As Patel prepares to assume
office, there is a palpable sense of
anticipation regarding the direction
he will steer the FBI. His track record
suggests a proactive approach to
transparency and reform, aiming to
enhance the bureau's operations and
address some of the most pressing
issues facing the agency today. This
appointment is not only a testament
to Patel's capabilities and the confi-
dence placed in him by President
Trump but also a source of pride for
the Indian-American community. It

Al

a devastating turn of events, Dr.

o

highlights the increasing diver-
sity and representation of eth-
nic minorities in significant
positions of authority within
the United States. The deci-
sion by the Trump administra-
tion to nominate Patel, and the
subsequent Senate approval,
has been met with optimism
and approv al from various
quarters. It represents a pivotal
moment in the FBI's history, as

the bureau looks forward to a
decade under Patel's leadership. His
unique perspective and commitment
to justice are expected to invigorate
the agency's mission and foster a cul-
ture of accountability and innova-
tion.In conclusion, Kash Patel's
appointment as the FBI Director is a
landmark event that signifies both a
personal achievement for him and a
broader acknowledgment of the con-
tributions of the Indian-American
community to the United States. As
he gears up to take on the challenges
of this critical role, there is wide-
spread interest in how his leadership
will impact the FBI and its opera-
tions in the coming years.

At

high. This sorrowful incident
has deeply affected her
loved ones and shocked the
community.During
their visit to Hampi, which
began on Tuesday, Dr.
. Ananyarao and her compan-
| 1ons were staying in a guest-
888 house located in Sanapur
i = village. The following after-
noon, they decided to take a
swim in the Tungabhadra
River, a decision that led to
tragedy. Eyewitnesses

wider

unforeseen
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The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) data revealed a significant
increase in remittances into non-resident Indian (NRI) bank
accounts, showcasing a 42.8 percent rise from April to December
2024, in comparison to the corresponding period in 2023. This
surge resulted in a deposit amount of $13.33 billion during 2024, a
notable growth from the $9.33 billion recorded in 2023. By the end
of December 2024, the cumulative NRI deposits reached an
impressive $161.8 billion, up from $146.9 billion at the same time
the previous year.A substantial portion of these inflows was attrib-
uted to Foreign Currency Non-Resident (FCNR(B)) deposits, wit-
nessing an inflow of $6.46 billion in the April-December 2024
period. This figure is almost double the $3.45 billion seen in the
same timeframe in 2023. FCNR(B) accounts, which allow NRIs to
hold fixed deposits in freely convertible foreign currencies for
periods up to five years, thus safeguarding their savings against
currency fluctuations, saw their total outstanding amount escalate
to $32.19 billion by the end of 2024.To further entice foreign cur-
rency inflows and bolster the Indian rupee against the US dollar,
the RBI made a strategic move by elevating the interest rate ceil-
ing on FCNR(B) deposits. This policy adjustment permits banks to
offer more competitive returns on these deposits. Such financial
incentives are designed to attract a higher volume of foreign cur-
rency, providing a stronger financial buffer for the rupee.In addi-
tion to FCNR(B) deposits, other NRI deposit categories also expe-
rienced growth. Non-Resident External (NRE) accounts saw an
increase in inflows, receiving $3.57 billion, up from $2.91 billion
in the previous year. By December 2024, the total outstanding
amount in NRE deposits reached $99.56 billion. Similarly, Non-
Resident Ordinary (NRO) accounts also reported an increase, with
inflows of $3.29 billion and an outstanding total of $30.04 billion
by the end of December 2024.This influx of funds not only under-
scores the confidence of the Indian diaspora in the Indian banking
system but also contributes significantly to the financial stability of
the country. With the RBI's proactive measures to enhance returns
on deposits, the upward trend in NRI deposits is likely to continue,
providing a robust support system for the Indian rupee and con-
tributing to the overall economic resilience of India.

| | | |
and nearby locals, but, regrettably,
these attempts were in vain. The chal-
lenging terrain of the river, character-
ized by its flow through rocky caves,
presented significant obstacles to the
rescue operation. Specialized divers
and local police were involved in a
strenuous search effort that lasted for
hours.Ultimately, the search team
recovered Dr. Ananyarao's body on
Thursday morning, bringing a tragic
closure to the rescue mission. The loss

of Dr. Ananyarao has left an indelible
mark on her family and friends, plung-

Ananyarao, a young physician from
Hyderabad, tragically lost her life dur-
ing a leisure trip to Hampi, Karnataka.
While enjoying a swim with friends in
the Tungabhadra River, she was car-
ried away by the river's powerful cur-
rents after leaping from a rock 25 feet

I

Despite being one of the most
lovable cities in India,
Bengaluru always struggles
with the age old problem of traf-
fic, irregularities, and congested
roads. No matter which govern-
ment is empowered, the road
problem and traffic issues will |§
always be there, and this is one =
of the main complaints about |
this  otherwise  beautiful |
city.When this topic was
brought up in front of the
deputy chief minister of
Karnataka DK Shivakumar, he
had a very interesting response and it
is going viral on social media
now.When asked to comment about
the traffic situation and the subsequent
congested roads in Bengaluru, the
deputy chief minister had a very inter-
esting reaction as he said it is impossi-
ble to solve this issue in the near

recounted that after Dr. Ananyarao
jumped into the river from a rocky
outcrop, she was immediately over-
whelmed by the strong flow of the
river, rendering her unable to sur-
face.Efforts to save Dr. Ananyarao
were swiftly initiated by her friends

il

facilities in the city and the traffic
issues cannot be solved in the next
three years of Congress in your here as
this problem requires a deep rooted
solution. He said right from the plan-
ning level, these roads are meant to be
congested in view of the massive hike
in population here.The deputy chief

future.Siva Kumar said the roadway

ing them into mourning. Adding to the
heartbreak, a video capturing the
moment of Dr. Ananyarao's fatal
jump, filmed by one of her friends, has
been widely circulated on social
media, drawing attention to the per-
ilous incident.

5ot solva

minister gave the implica-
tion that roads and traffic
issues are going to be there
in Bengaluru in the near
future as well, and it is the
responsibility of the public
to navigate the same and go
ahead.The fact that the
deputy chief minister him-
self said a crucial and pub-
lic centric issue like traffic
congestion  cannot  be
solved in his tenure reflects
the kind of situation that is

being observed in the city
currently.But either way, we see politi-
cians at least promising to solve an
issue when speaking about it on public
forums. But in the case of Bengaluru,
the traffic issue is so very unsolvable
that the deputy chief minister made a
public comment that it simply cannot
be solved.
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