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India on Friday said the revelations about USAID
funding for certain activities in the country are
"deeply troubling™ and have led to concerns about for-
eign interference in its internal affairs.Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said relevant departments and authorities are
looking into the information put out by the United
States administration regarding certain US activities
and funding."We have seen information that has been
put out by the US administration regarding certain US
activities and funding. These are obviously very
deeply troubling," Jaiswal said.Addressing an event in
Miami on Thursday, US President Donald Trump
guestioned the United States Agency for International
Development's (USAID) funding of USD 21 million
for voter turnout in India and wondered whether it was
trying to get someone else elected."This has led to
concerns about foreign interference in India's internal
affairs. Relevant departments and agencies are look-
ing into this matter. It would be premature to make a
public comment at this stage, so relevant authorities
are looking into it and hopefully, we can come up with
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an update on that subsequently,” Jaiswal said.
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A row erupted on Friday over a media
report, which claimed that an amount of
USD 21 million approved by the USAID
was meant for Bangladesh and not India,
with the Congress demanding an apology
from the BJP and alleging that the ruling
party's narrative was aimed at diverting
attention from its own use of foreign
funds to destabilise past governments led
by the grand old party.The Congress also
reiterated its demand from the govern-
ment for a white paper on the USAID
funding as well as funding by other such
agencies in India.Citing the media report,
Congress general secretary in-charge
communications Jairam Ramesh said,
"Lies first mouthed in Washington. Lies
then amplified by BJP's Jhoot Sena. Lies
made to be debated on Godi media.""Lies
now thoroughly exposed. Will the liars
apologise?" he asked in a post on X.Since
the Trump administration's Department of
Government Efficiency (DOGE)
announced on February 16 that it had
"cancelled", among a string of projects,
the USAID funding of "USD 21 million
for voter turnout in India", the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has accused
the Congress of using external influence
in India's election process.In a speech in
Miami on Wednesday, US President
Donald Trump said: "Why do we need to
spend USD 21 million for voter turnout
in India? Wow, USD 21 million! I guess
they were trying to get somebody else
elected.""'Facts show all may have
jumped the gun. That USD 21 million ...

Indian insurers are considering levying
a 10% to 15% increase on new health
insurance policies for residents of New
Delhi, following a sharp rise in claims
linked to air pollution in 2024, accord-
ing to nine executives familiar with the
discussions.The proposal, currently
under discussion among insurers,
would require approval from the insur-
ance regulator, reported Reuters.People
wear masks during a protest against air
pollution near the Parliament House
complex in New Delhi Wednesday Nov
27 2024 People wear masks during a
protest against air pollution, near the
Parliament House complex, in New
Delhi, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024.1f
implemented, it would mark the first
time air pollution has been directly fac-
tored into health insurance pricing in
India, potentially setting a precedent for
premium hikes in other cities as
well.The surge in pollution levels in
New Delhi last year resulted in a signif-
icant increase in residents seeking treat-
ment for asthma, chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD), and car-
diovascular conditions, with figures
surpassing those of previous years, five
of the executives revealed."We have to
start considering pollution as a distinct
factor in pricing, in the sense that we
can then begin applying a specific
charge for areas affected by it,” stated
Amitabh Jain, Chief Operating Officer
of Star Health, India's leading stand-
alone health insurer.In 2024, the pro-
portion of patients requiring hospitali-
sation for respiratory conditions rose to
17%-18% in the latter half of the year,
compared to 5%-6% in the first half,
Jain noted.Furthermore, respiratory-

related claims in Delhi increased by
8.3% between the 2023 and 2025 fiscal
years.The state also recorded the high-
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est rise in healthcare costs across India
during this period, according to a joint
report from Boston Consulting Group
and Indian healthcare administrator
Medi Assist.Star Health and ICICI
Lombard suggested that pollution could
soon be a direct determinant of health
insurance premiums if poor air quality
persists. Bajaj Allianz  General
Insurance indicated that the industry
might also introduce new clauses
specifically addressing pollution-relat-
ed health concerns.The Insurance
Regulatory and Development Authority
of India (IRDAI), along with major
insurers such as Aditya Birla Health
Insurance, Tata AIG, New India
Assurance, and Go Digit, did not
respond to requests for comment.For
the 2023/24 financial year, Indian
insurers collected $12.4 billion in
health insurance premiums, reflecting
an approximately 20% increase from
the previous year, according to IRDAI's
latest annual report.New Delhi experi-
ences severe smog each winter due to a
combination of vehicle emissions, con-
struction dust, and illegal crop burn-
ing.In November, the city overtook
Lahore, Pakistan, as the world's most
polluted city in Swiss firm IQAIr's live

1
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Modi government's ministers, its
economic advisor, the party's IT
department head, the RSS-BJP
ecosystem and a section of the
"BJP-friendly media" was done to
divert attention from their "own
sins™ of using foreign funds to
destabilise Congress governments
of the past.Citing the media
report, Khera claimed that the

truth has come out that the "USD
21 million USAID funds" were
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Deliites At Risk Of Paying Higne el
Insurance Premiums Due To Risin Air Pollutior

rankings, with Mumbai and Kolkata
also featuring in the top 10 most pollut-
ed cities.On 18 November, India's pol-
lution control authority reported that
Delhi's 24-hour Air Quality Index
(AQI) reached a season-high of 491 out
of 500. Any reading above 400 is clas-
sified as "severe,"” posing health risks

I even to healthy individuals and signifi-
{ cantly impacting those with existing

conditions.In India, insurers can adjust
health insurance premiums by city
based on factors such as hospitalisation
costs and demographics.Gaining regu-
latory approval to include air pollution
as a pricing factor would require insur-
ers to provide concrete evidence prov-
ing that toxic air has led to an increase
in claims."The frequency and severity
of hospitalisations purely due to air tox-
icity need to be isolated,” explained
Joydeep Roy, Financial Services
Advisory Leader at PwC India."That
requires commissioning long-term
studies.”It remains unclear how long
such studies would take or when regu-
latory approval from IRDAI might be
granted.Senior citizens, children, out-
door professionals, and individuals
with preexisting respiratory conditions
are likely to bear the highest premium
costs.If the proposal is approved, health
insurance could become unaffordable
for many of those who need it
most.New Delhi's per capita income
stood at $5,331 in 2024, according to
the Delhi Statistical Handbook. Under
current regulations, health insurance
coverage of $10,000 for a family in the
city costs between $100 and $400 per
year."In India, having health insurance
is a luxury,” remarked Aniket Tiwari, a
28-year-old Delhi resident and COPD
patient, who opted against purchasing
coverage in 2024 due to its high cost.
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ance to the US in 1971 and conducting
India's first nuclear test later," he
claimed.Khera further alleged that the
RSS orchestrated the Anna Hazare-
Arvind Kejriwal "India Against
Corruption” movement to overthrow the
Congress-led United Progressive Alliance
(UPA) government with the help of for-
eign aid, especially from the United
States Agency for International
Development (USAID) and Ford
Foundation."Is it not true that exactly a

was sanctioned in 2022 for Bangladesh
not India," the Indian Express report said,
citing documents.BJP's IT department
head Amit Malviya said the report dis-
cusses USD 21 million in funding to
Bangladesh in 2022 but misrepresents the
reference to a USD-21 million funding
tranche intended to "promote" the voter
turnout in India."What Indian Express
conveniently sidesteps is the 2012
Memorandum of Understanding signed
between the Election Commission of
India -- under the leadership of S'Y
Quraishi -- and the International
Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES),
an organisation linked to George Soros's
Open Society Foundation, which is pri-
marily funded by USAID," Malviya said
in a post on X.Addressing a press confer-
ence at the party's 24, Akbar Road office
here, the Congress' media and publicity
department head Pawan Khera alleged
that the entire "USD-21 million USAID
funds narrative" perpetrated by the BJP,

not given to India, but to
Bangladesh."Official documents
prove that. (Prime Minister Narendra)
Modiji's best friend Trump had perhaps
intentionally or unintentionally made a
faux pas through the DOGE. But the fact
that the RSS-BJP ecosystem shamelessly
latched onto it, without examining the
facts, tells you that it wanted to hide its
own acts of commissions in damaging
India's democracy,” he said. The Congress
leader said former prime minister Indira
Gandhi was right when she pointed out
towards the "foreign hand" of the BJP's
ideological forefathers and the erstwhile
Janata Party."It is no secret that the RSS
took the CIA's assistance during
Emergency and in the run-up to it. P N
Dhar's book, 'Indira Gandhi, the
'Emergency’, and Indian Democracy’,
clearly chronicles how 'the US showered
praise on J P (Jayaprakash Narayan) and
his role in fighting the Indira Gandhi
government in 1974'.The Nixon adminis-
tration wanted to punish her for her defi-

month ago, on January 21, former Union
minister Smriti Irani attended a panel dis-
cussion organised by the USAID in
Davos under the US-India Strategic
Partnership Forum? Is it not true that
Smriti Irani herself has stated that she has
served as the USAID goodwill ambassa-
dor to India for four years?" he asked.If
collaborations with US agencies amount
to deep-state activities, then why did
Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis discuss opportunities on a col-
laboration with the USAID on November
10, 2022, the Congress leader asked."Let
it be clear, we do not consider global
partnerships, developmental agencies, aid
mechanisms, such as the USAID, as
unscrupulous. It is the BJP that first start-
ed the deep-state narrative and demonis-
ing the USAID. However, we have
enough evidence that the RSS-BJP has
been taking covert assistance from for-
eign agencies to destablise Indian democ-
racy and bulldoze our Constitution,"
Khera alleged.
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Speaking at an event on Thursday Shivakumar
said, "l want to tell the media friends and others,
even if God himself comes down from above, he
cannot do anything (to fix) Bengaluru within the
next one year, two year, or three year. Such is
the difficulty. We have to plan properly, imple-
ment the projects properly, and we are making
efforts to give a proper outline for the days
ahead."Reacting to this, Ashoka on Friday said
'‘Brand Bengaluru' turns out to be another "bland
statement" of Congress government in the
state."Leaders in public life must demonstrate a
sense of responsibility unlike the Deputy CM
Shivakumar, who only treats Bengaluru as a cash
cow to fund his personal ambitions. If DCM DK
Shivakumar can't take the responsibility of fixing
Bengaluru's civic issues, he must step down and
make way for someone capable," the BJP leader
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Ashoka said and called the former a "part-time
Bengaluru Development Minister.""'Neither do
people have any expectations from you nor your
government, Shivakumar. Congress government
is a curse to Karnataka and Bengaluru and peo-
ple are eagerly waiting to throw away this hope-
less Congress government," he added.BJP state
chief B Y Vijayendra said, Shivakumar and the
Congress which came to power promising to
make Bengaluru like Singapore and to develop
the state, are now making such
statements.Alleging that the Congress govern-
ment is incapable of filling potholes in
Bengaluru, he said they are now talking about
tunnel roads."No development work is happen-
ing in Bengaluru, legislators are not getting
funds for development works, but they
(Congress govt) talk about development. This is
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said in a post on "X'.After admitting that there
was no money for development work under the
Congress government, Shivakumar has now
claimed that even if God came down Bengaluru
could not be transformed in the next 2-3 years,

LaN0Uae Row
lin After

The language row involving the
BJP-led Centre and the ruling
DMK in Tamil Nadu intensified
on Friday with Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
asking the southern state to rise
above politics, while the region-
al party hit back saying it won't
budge from its 2-language poli-
cy and warned against "throwing
stones at beehive."Pradhan
attacked Chief Minister M K
Stalin over the implementation
of National Education Policy in
TN and accused him of "spin-
ning progressive reforms into
threats to sustain political narra-
tives".The DMK indicated Tamil
Nadu was being asked to imple-
ment NEP and the 3-language
policy involving Hindi in return
for its due share of central
funds.Stalin, also DMK presi-
dent, said he will not permit any
activities inimical to Tamil lan-
guage, the state and its people,
on the soil, so long as he and his
DMK existed.Alleged Hindi
Imposition has been a sensitive
subject in Tamil Nadu, and the
DMK successfully led a massive
anti-Hindi agitation in 1965 dur-
ing which a number of pro-
Tamil activists killed them-
selves, mostly by self-immola-
tion, against imposition of the
language.Main opposition
AIADMK also hit out at the
Centre over NEP. On Friday,
Pradhan wrote to Stalin, asking
him to rise above political dif-
ferences and think about the
interests of young learners who
will benefit from the new
NEP.He was responding to a let-
ter Stalin wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday. The CM had said
linking two centrally sponsored
initiatives -- Samagra Shiksha
Abhiyan (SSA) and PM SHRI
Schools -- with the NEP was
fundamentally
unacceptable.Pradhan said, "the
letter sent to PM is a complete
negation of the spirit of coopera-
tive federalism promoted by
Modi government. Hence, it is
inappropriate for the state to

s Rlee

view NEP 2020 with a myopic
vision and spin progressive edu-
cational reforms into threats to
sustain their political narra-
tives."Tamil Nadu and the cen-
tral government have been at
loggerheads over the implemen-
tation of NEP in the state, with
the DMK government accusing
the education ministry of stop-
ping funds for crucial
schemes."The continued opposi-
tion to NEP 2020 for political
reasons deprives students, teach-
ers, and educational institutions
in Tamil Nadu of the immense
opportunities and resources that
this policy offers. The policy is
designed to be flexible, allowing
states to customise its imple-
mentation to suit their unique
educational needs," the minister
wrote.On Tamil Nadu's opposi-
tion to the three-language for-
mula, Pradhan clarified that the
policy does not advocate the
imposition of any language. He
said many non-BJP ruled states
have implemented NEP despite
political differences.Responding,
Stalin said Pradhan has replied
to the state's plea for Rs 2,152
crore funds for the education
department by asking Tamil
Nadu not to do politics in educa-
tion."Who is doing politics in
education - you or us? Is the
blackmail that fund release only
if the trilingual policy was
accepted, not politics? Is impos-
ing Hindi in the name of NEP,
not politics? Is converting a
multi-lingual and plural country
into a single-language country
and one nation, not politics? Is
not converting the funds meant
for a scheme as a 'condition’ for
implementing another scheme,
not politics,"” Stalin asked."l

a tragedy for Bengaluru, which is a city recog-
nised world over," he added.Seeking to defend
Shivakumar, state Home Minister G
Parameshwara said the Deputy CM was trying to
suggest that there cannot be a short term meas-

Don't Throw Stones At Beenive. S
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warn the Centre, don't throw
stones at beehive. Don't aspire

" to see the unique fighting spirit

of the Tamils. As long as | and
the DMK exist, no activities
against Tamil, Tamil Nadu,
and its people will be allowed
to set foot in the state,” he
added, addressing a public

" event in Cuddalore

district.Deputy CM Udhayanidhi
Stalin asserted the state will only
follow the 2-language policy, i.e
Tamil and English. Tamil Nadu
was seeking only its due share
of funds from the Centre from
the taxes paid by it, he said."We
are asking our (share of) funds,
about Rs 2150 crore. They
(Centre) want us to accept NEP
and the 3-language policy. Tamil
Nadu has always been opposed
to three language policy and it
has been made clear the 3-lan-
guage policy will not be accept-
ed. So what is there to do poli-
tics, I don't understand,” he
said.The political face-off also
saw BJP's state unit launch an
online "GetOutStalin™ campaign
against the CM.Although BJP
TN chief K Annamalai's initia-
tive was aimed at the overall
alleged failures of the DMK
government over issues includ-
ing law and order and women's
safety, the choice of the cam-
paign title seemed to have
stemmed from the NEP and lan-
guage row.Days ago, while flay-
ing the Centre, Udhayanidhi had
said TN people will never allow
it to 'dump' NEP and the trilin-
gual policy on them and will
launch a 'Get out Modi' cam-
paign if any attempt is made to
snatch their rights.Annamalai
had said he would launch a
"GetOu tStalin™ campaign in
response to that and put out a
social media message on Friday
morning.He also wanted the
government to conduct a survey
with school students in the state
over their choice of a third lan-
guage and start appointing
teachers accordingly. He also
asked the DMK not to do poli-
tics in education.

ure to fix Bengaluru's issues, and it will take a
little longer time with alternatives being planned
and implemented."Everybody knows that
Bengaluru lacks infrastructure. Bengaluru was
not built for this kind of population and this kind
of vehicles. The population is approximately 1.4
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crore and there are almost an equal number of
™, vehicles running on the streets, but we don't
have the infrastructure for that,"
Parameshwara, who had earlier served as the
Minister in-charge for Bengaluru's develop-
ment said.Speaking to reporters here, he said,
"unless we build new infrastructure, spread
out Bengaluru, traffic is going to be the
biggest challenge for us. It has always
been."Noting that the government is planning
‘i s g s and the Minister in-charge Shivakumar is also
~eoenammaitiea = 28 Jooking at many alternatives, Parameshwara
S RS B SR said, "One of the alternatives is going under-

: . ground, in fact we have already stated that. All
. o ‘ these measures -- somewhere we have to build
= _ aflyover, somewhere we have to build an

underpass, somewhere we have to go under-
ground roads, all these kinds of things of course
will take time, money and everything.""What
Shivakumar has said is, it cannot be within two
years or three years. It cannot be a short term
measure, it will take a little longer time. That is
what | think he has mentioned," he added.
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A 33-year-old woman was allegedly gang-raped at a hotel in
Koramangala, police said on Friday.Three of the accused have
been arrested and the incident occurred around midnight on
Thursday, they added.The woman works in catering services and
serves food at events, police said.In her complaint, the victim-who
is married-alleged that she was waiting at Jyothi Nivas College
junction when four men in their 20s approached her and started a
conversation.After befriending her, they invited her to dinner at a
hotel, police added.After dinner, they allegedly made sexual
advances toward her and gang-raped her on the terrace of a private
hotel. They threatened her not to disclose the incident to anyone
and released her around 6 am on Friday, a senior police officer
said.After reaching home, she narrated the incident to her husband
and informed the police, he added."Based on the complaint, we
have registered a case at Koramangala police station under
Section 70 (gang rape) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and arrest-
ed three accused. The fourth accused has also been identified, and
efforts are underway to nab him," Joint Commissioner (East)
Ramesh Banoth told PTI.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be the guest of honour at
Mauritius' National Day celebrations next month, his Mauritian
counterpart Navin Ramgoolam has announced, calling it a testi-
mony of the close bilateral ties.Addressing the National Assembly
on Friday, Mauritian Prime Minister Ramgoolam said it is indeed
a singular privilege for our country to host such a distinguished
personality despite his very tight schedule. Mauritius commemo-
rates its National Day on March 12th every year.The day marks
the anniversary of Mauritius's independence from British rule in
1968. "In the context of the celebrations of the 57th anniversary of
the Independence of our country, | have great pleasure in inform-
ing the House, that following my invitation, His Excellency, Shri
Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India, has kindly agreed to be
the guest of honour for our National Day celebrations,"
Ramgoolam said.He also mentioned Modi's recent visits to Paris
and the United States to highlight the Indian leader's busy sched-
ule. "The visit of Shri Modi is a testimony of the close relations
between our two nations,” Ramgoolam said. President Droupadi
Murmu attended Mauritius' National Day celebrations last year as
the chief guest.
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