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Delnites At Risk Of Paying Higner Hea
nstrance Premiums Due To Rising Alr Pollution

Indian insurers are considering levyino rankings, with Mumbai and Kolkata
a 10% to 15% increase on new her ' also featuring in the top 10 most pollut
insurance policies for residents of N ed cities.On 18 November, India's pol
Delhi, following a sharp rise in clain lution control authority reported that
linked to air pollution in 2024, accor Delhi's 24-hour Air Quality Index
ing to nine executives familiar with tl (AQI) reached a season-high of 491 out
discussions.The proposal, currer of 500. Any reading above 400 is clas
under discussion among insure sified as "severe," posing health risks
would require approval from the insi M even to healthy individuals and signifi
ance regulator, reported Reuters.Pe | cantly impacting those with existing
wear masks during a protest agains conditions.In India, insurers can adjust
pollution near the Parliament Hou | S - "Vl o health insurance premiums by city
complex in New Delhi Wednesday Nt - :?a““"f‘”ahinrovon . | ¥ based on factors such as hospitalisation
l“ - ‘ 27 2024 Pe_ople yvearllmasks duringg](;;St rise in healthcare costs aéross Indgsts and derrrogr_ap:lic(:is.Gaininlglj regu
. . . : protest against air pollution, near t ; : : : . latory approval to include air pollution
India on Friday said the revelations about USAID pgrjiament House complex, in Ne a;gg]r% :P(;fnpggg%naccz:cc?r:gmgntg grjgbnpasapricing factor would require insur
funding for certain activities in the country are Delhi, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024.IL 14" |ndian healthcare administratcg'S {0 Provide concrete evidence prov

"deeply troubling" and have led to concerns about Ori_mplemented,_ it would marl_< the firstMedi Assist.Star Health and ICICINg thgt toxic air has led to an increqse
i . o . .. time air pollution has been directly fac i claims."The frequency and severity
eign interference in its internal affairs.Ministry

f “Lombard suggested that pollution cou T :
_ : tﬂf hospitalisations purely due to air tox
External Affairs (MEA) spokesperson Randhir India, potentially setting a precedent fo;

8RB0 23 - 2 - 2025

s Y

tored into health insurance pricing I, e a direct determinant of healff. [ . .
_ _ o : : . e fhsurance premiums if poor air qualit/Clty need to be isolated,” explained
Jaiswal said relevant departments and authorities af@emium hikes in other cities aspersists. Bajaj Allianz GeneralJoydeep Roy, Financial Services

. . . . . well.The surge in pollution levels inj o rance indicated that the industrgdvisory Leader at PwC India."That
looking into the information put out by the Unit _d New Delhi last year resulted inasignifmiguht alsc; i:1troduce new élagsegéquires commissioning long-term

States aniTistration regaro!ing certgin US activitieScant increase in residents seeking treal o itically addressing pollution-refar Studies.”It remains unclear how long
and funding."We have seen information that has beement for asthma, chronic obstructlv%d health concerns.The Insuran ch studies would take or when regu

put out by the US administration regarding certain usPulmonary disease (COPD), and Cageqlatory and Development Authorityatory approval from IRDAI might be
diovascular conditions, with figures granted.Senior citizens, children, eut

: i ) . >of India (IRDAI), al ith j . C
activities and funding. These are obviously verysyrpassing those of previous years, fivig ndia ( ), along wit majorﬁjoor professionals, and individuals
deeply troubling," Jaiswal said.Addressing an event irof the executives revealed."We have {oc;rance. Tata AIG, New IndiaVith preexisting respiratory conditions

iRisurers such as Aditya Birla Healt
Miami on Thursday, US President Donald Trump Start considering Po”ﬁtion asaﬂiSti”CAssurance, and Go Digit, did nof'® '”‘I‘?%to bear thle. highest p(;eg"urlnh
: . | actor in pricing, in the sense that we, : g&osts.If the proposal is approved, healt
questioned the United States .Agency for mtem_at' naLan then begin applying a specifi?ﬁzp%%dzgfzie?#%sr:iia?ryggrpmliréti'a&r]]Osurance could become unaffordable
Development's (USAID) funding of USD 21 million charge for areas affected by it," stateflqrers collected $12.4 billion inl©f many of those who need it
for voter turnout in India and wondered whether it wasAMmitabh Jain, Chief (?peratlng Officeraalth insurance premiums, reflectin10St:-New Delhi's per capita income
o 9 GED SUEeTe dEe dEsEdTTRS Fes [ tof Star Health, India's leading standan approximately 20% increase fro tood at $5,331 in 2024, according to
rying 9 e : s Qlone health insurer.In 2024, the PrYhe previous year, according to IRDAI'4he Delhi Statistical Handbook. Under
concerns about foreign interference in India's internaportion of patients requiring hospitali latest annual rep;)rt.New Delhi expericu"em regulations, health insurance
affairs. Relevant departments and agencies are Ioolﬁ?ﬁfr‘lg f_esfr']fatlog C%n?;tlﬂnti rose 1 es severe smog each winter due t&%veragte Ot:‘ $£10,000$ i%roa fa(rjm&lonothe
L - 0-18% in the latter half of the year e f vehicl eai .~nCIty costs between an per
ing '_nto this matter. It_WOUId be premature to mak'e. acompared to 5%-6% in the first half:?rﬁcﬁzgitlgﬂs? \g?qo:Ciﬁezglsg:ggsbﬁ?gyear."In India, having health insurance
public comment at this stage, so relevant authoritieain noted.Furthermore, respiratoryg, o' November. the Gity overtooklS @ luxury,” remarked Aniket Tiwari, a
are looking into it and hopefully, we can come up with relate(g claims ri]n Delhi in(cj:reasedf bighore Pakistan. as the world's mog@-year-olﬁ DeIhidresident and (E]OPD
"oTai : 8.3% between the 2023 and 2025 fisc Vi s e £ e ye Patient, who opted against purchasing
>~poll firm IQAIr's | : i

aniupdateionithatsubsequently.SJaiswal said. years.The state also recorded the hlgﬁ uted city in Swiss firm IQAIr's live coverage in 2024 due to its high cost.
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A row erupted on Friday over a media = ) , Modi government's ministers, its ance to the US in 1971 and conducting
report, which claimed that an amount of ' : economic advisor, the party's IT India's first nuclear test later," he

USD 21 million approved by the USAID department head, the RSS-BJP claimed.Khera further alleged that the
was meant for Bangladesh and not Indi ecosystem and a section of the RSS orchestrated the Anna Hazare-

with the Congress demanding an apolo "BJP-friendly media" was done toArvind Kejriwal "India Against

from the BJP and alleging that the rulin divert attention from their "own Corruption" movement to overthrow the
party's narrative was aimed at diverting sins" of using foreign fundsto  Congress-led United Progressive Alliance
attention from its own use of foreign destabilise Congress governmentdJPA) government with the help of for
funds to destabilise past governments | 1 of the past.Citing the media eign aid, especially from the United

by the grand old party.The Congress al: report, Khera claimed that the  States Agency for International

reiterated its demand from the govern truth has come out that the "USD Development (USAID) and Ford

ment for a white paper on the USAID \ 21 million USAID funds" were  Foundation."Is it not true that exactly a
funding as well as funding by other suct. ‘ : not given to India, but to month ago, on January 21, former Union
agencies in India.Citing the media reportwas sanctioned in 2022 for Bangladesh, Bangladesh."Official documents minister Smriti Irani attended a panel-dis
Congress general secretary in-charge not India," the Indian Express report saidprove that. (Prime Minister Narendra)  cussion organised by the USAID in
communications Jairam Ramesh said, citing documents.BJP's IT department Modiji's best friend Trump had perhaps Davos under the US-India Strategic

“Lies first mouthed in Washington. Lies head Amit Malviya said the report dis  intentionally or unintentionally made a  Partnership Forum? Is it not true that
then amplified by BJP's Jhoot Sena. Liessusses USD 21 million in funding to faux pas through the DOGE. But the factSmriti Irani herself has stated that she has
made to be debated on Godi media."'LieBangladesh in 2022 but misrepresents tibat the RSS-BJP ecosystem shamelessbkerved as the USAID goodwill ambassa
now thoroughly exposed. Will the liars  reference to a USD-21 million funding latched onto it, without examining the  dor to India for four years?" he asked.If
apologise?" he asked in a post on X.Singeanche intended to "promote" the voter facts, tells you that it wanted to hide its collaborations with US agencies amount
the Trump administration's Department ofurnout in India."What Indian Express own acts of commissions in damaging to deep-state activities, then why did
Government Efficiency (DOGE) conveniently sidesteps is the 2012 India's democracy,” he said.The Congredglaharashtra Chief Minister Devendra
announced on February 16 that it had Memorandum of Understanding signed leader said former prime minister Indira Fadnavis discuss opportunities on a col
"cancelled", among a string of projects, between the Election Commission of  Gandhi was right when she pointed out laboration with the USAID on November
the USAID funding of "USD 21 million |ndia -- under the leadership of S Y towards the "foreign hand" of the BJP's 10, 2022, the Congress leader asked."Let

for voter turnout in India", the ruling Quraishi -- and the International ideological forefathers and the erstwhile it be clear, we do not consider global
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has accusétbundation for Electoral Systems (IFES)Janata Party."It is no secret that the RSSartnerships, developmental agencies, aid
the Congress of using external influencean organisation linked to George Soros'stook the CIA's assistance during mechanisms, such as the USAID, as

in India’s election process.In a speech inOpen Society Foundation, which isfpri Emergency and in the run-up to it. P N unscrupulous. It is the BJP that first start
Miami on Wednesday, US President marily funded by USAID," Malviya said Dhar's book, ‘'Indira Gandhi, the ed the deep-state narrative and demonis
Donald Trump said: "Why do we need toin a post on X.Addressing a press conferEmergency’, and Indian Democracy’, ing the USAID. However, we have

spend USD 21 million for voter turnout ence at the party's 24, Akbar Road officeclearly chronicles how ‘the US showeredenough evidence that the RSS-BJP has
in India? Wow, USD 21 million! | guess here, the Congress' media and publicity praise on J P (Jayaprakash Narayan) antieen taking covert assistance from-for

they were trying to get somebody else department head Pawan Khera alleged his role in fighting the Indira Gandhi eign agencies to destablise Indian democ
elected.""Facts show all may have that the entire "USD-21 million USAID government in 1974'.The Nixon adminis racy and bulldoze our Constitution,"
jumped the gun. That USD 21 million ... funds narrative" perpetrated by the BJP, tration wanted to punish her for her defi Khera alleged.
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a1 et DVCH StvakumarCver Even Gou Can

Speaking at an event on Thursday ShivakumarAshoka said and called the former a "part-time
said, "l want to tell the media friends and otherdBengaluru Development Minister."'Neither do
even if God himself comes down from above, hpeople have any expectations from you nor yc
cannot do anything (to fix) Bengaluru within thegovernment, Shivakumar. Congress governme
next one year, two year, or three year. Such is is a curse to Karnataka and Bengaluru and pe
the difficulty. We have to plan properly, imple ple are eagerly waiting to throw away this hop
ment the projects properly, and we are making less Congress government," he added.BJP sti
efforts to give a proper outline for the days chief B Y Vijayendra said, Shivakumar and the
ahead."Reacting to this, Ashoka on Friday said Congress which came to power promising to
'‘Brand Bengaluru' turns out to be another "blandhake Bengaluru like Singapore and to develo
statement" of Congress government in the the state, are now making such

state."Leaders in public life must demonstrate astatements.Alleging that the Congress govern
sense of responsibility unlike the Deputy CM  ment is incapable of filling potholes in
Shivakumar, who only treats Bengaluru as a caBengaluru, he said they are now talking about
cow to fund his personal ambitions. If DCM DKtunnel roads."No development work is happer |
Shivakumar can't take the responsibility of fixingng in Bengaluru, legislators are not getting
Bengaluru's civic issues, he must step down anfdinds for development works, but they s
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crore and there are almost an equal number of
, vehicles running on the streets, but we don't
have the infrastructure for that,"
Parameshwara, who had earlier served as the
Minister in-charge for Bengaluru's develop
ment said.Speaking to reporters here, he said,
"unless we build new infrastructure, spread
out Bengaluru, traffic is going to be the

' biggest challenge for us. It has always
been."Noting that the government is planning
“is g " wew and the Minister in-charge Shivakumar is also
“eoenammeaitieal S 28 [ooking at many alternatives, Parameshwara
S S ERE B sEEs said, "One of the alternatives is going under

: ground, in fact we have already stated that. All
o ‘ these measures -- somewhere we have to build

vl

.. aflyover, somewhere we have to build an
_: underpass, somewhere we have to go under

n--l-‘P

make way for someone capable,” the BJP lead¢€Congress govt) talk about development. This ig;re to fix Bngalufu's issues, and it will take a ground roads, all these kinds of things of course
said in a post on "X".After admitting that there a tragedy for Bengaluru, which is a city recog |ittie longer time with alternatives being plannedWill take time, money and everything.""What

was no money for development work under thenised world over," he added.Seeking to defend gng implemented."Everybody knows that

Congress government, Shivakumar has now Shivakumar, state Home Minister G

Shivakumar has said is, it cannot be within two

Bengaluru lacks infrastructure. Bengaluru was Years or three years. It cannot be a short term

claimed that even if God came down BengaluruParameshwara said the Deputy CM was trying iyt puilt for this kind of population and this kindmeasure, it will take a little longer time. That is
could not be transformed in the next 2-3 years, suggest that there cannot be a short term measyf yenicles. The population is approximately 1.4vhat I think he has mentioned,” he added.

anaUa0e Row: Don' Throw Stones At Beenive, Sais
aln Ater Pradnan’s Rise Aoove Polfics' Joe At TN

The language row involving the
BJP-led Centre and the ruling
DMK in Tamil Nadu intensified |
on Friday with Union Educatiot
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
asking the southern state to ris
above politics, while the regien
al party hit back saying it won't
budge from its 2-language poli added, addressing a public
cy and warned against "throwiny 5 : ““"" event in Cuddalore

stones at beehive."Pradhan  View NEP 2020 with a myopic  gjstrict.Deputy CM Udhayanidhi
attacked Chief Minister M K Vision and spin progressive edu stalin asserted the state will only
Stalin over the implementation Cational reforms into threats 10 fo||ow the 2-language policy, i.e
of National Education Policy in Sustain their political narra Tamil and English. Tamil Nadu
TN and accused him of "spin  tives."Tamil Nadu and the cen \yas seeking only its due share
ning progressive reforms into  ral government have been at  of funds from the Centre from
threats to sustain political nasra l09gerheads over the implemen the taxes paid by it, he said."We
tives". The DMK indicated Tamil tation of NEP in the state, with  gre asking our (share of) funds,
Nadu was being asked to imple theé DMK government accusing apout Rs 2150 crore. They
ment NEP and the 3-language the education ministry of step  (centre) want us to accept NEP
policy involving Hindi in return Ping funds for crucial ‘and the 3-language policy. Tamil
for its due share of central schemes."The continued 0ppoSiNadu has always been opposed
funds.Stalin, also DMK presi  tion to NEP 2020 for political  tg three language policy and it
dent, said he will not permit any '€asons deprives students, teacas heen made clear the 3-lan
activities inimical to Tamil lan €S, and educational institutions gage policy will not be accept
guage, the state and its people, In Tamil Nadu of the immense  eq. So what is there to do poli
on the soil, so long as he and hi§PPortunities and resources thattics, | don't understand,” he
DMK existed.Alleged Hindi this policy offers. The policy is  said.The political face-off also
imposition has been a sensitive designed to be flexible, allowingsaw BJP's state unit launch an
subject in Tamil Nadu, and the States to customise its imple  gnjine "GetOutStalin” campaign
DMK successfully led a massiveMentation to suit their unique  against the CM.Although BJP
anti-Hindi agitation in 1965 dur €ducational needs,” the ministertN chief K Annamalai's initia

ing which a number of pro- wrote.On Tamil Nadu's oppesi  tjyve was aimed at the overall
Tamil activists killed them tion to the three-language for  jleged failures of the DMK
selves, mostly by self-immofa Mula, Pradhan clarified that the government over issues includ
tion, against imposition of the ~ POlicy does not advocate the  jng Jaw and order and women's
language.Main opposition imposition of any language. He safety, the choice of the cam
AIADMK also hit out at the said many non-BJP ruled states paign title seemed to have
Centre over NEP. On Friday, have implemented NEP despite stemmed from the NEP and fan
Pradhan wrote to Stalin, asking Political differences.Respondinggyage row.Days ago, while flay
him to rise above political dif ~ Stalin said Pradhan has replied jng the Centre, Udhayanidhi had
ferences and think about the !0 the state’s plea for Rs 2,152 g3id TN people will never allow
interests of young learners who crore funds for the education it o '"dump' NEP and the trikin
will benefit from the new department by asking Tamil g3 policy on them and will
NEP.He was responding to a-letNadu not to do politics in educa |aynch a 'Get out Modi' cam

ter Stalin wrote to Prime tion."Who is doing politics in - pajgn if any attempt is made to
Minister Narendra Modi on education - you or us? Is the  gpatch their rights.Annamalai
Thursday. The CM had said ~ Plackmail that fund release only haq said he would launch a
linking two centrally sponsored If the trilingual policy was "GetOu tStalin" campaign in
initiatives -- Samagra Shiksha accepted, not politics? Is iImpos response to that and put out a
Abhiyan (SSA) and PM SHRI  ing Hindi in the name of NEP,  sqcjal media message on Friday
Schools -- with the NEP was ~ Not politics? Is convertinga  morning.He also wanted the

warn the Centre, don't throw
stones at beehive. Don't aspire
to see the unique fighting spirit
of the Tamils. As long as | and
the DMK exist, no activities
against Tamil, Tamil Nadu,

and its people will be allowed
to set foot in the state," he

fundamentally multi-lingual and plural country government to conduct a survey
unacceptable.Pradhan said, "thénto a single-language country ith school students in the state
letter sent to PM is a complete @nd one nation, not politics? IS gyer their choice of a third lan
negation of the spirit of coopera N0t converting the funds meant gyage and start appointing

tive federalism promoted by ~ for a scheme as a ‘condition’ foreachers accordingly. He also
Modi government. Hence, itis IMmplementing another scheme, asked the DMK not to do peli
inappropriate for the state to ot politics,” Stalin asked.”l jcs in education.
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A 33-year-old woman was allegedly gang-raped at a hotel in

Koramangala, police said on Friday.Three of the accused have
been arrested and the incident occurred around midnight on
Thursday, they added.The woman works in catering services and
serves food at events, police said.In her complaint, the victim-who

Is married-alleged that she was waiting at Jyothi Nivas College

junction when four men in their 20s approached her and started a
conversation.After befriending her, they invited her to dinner at a

hotel, police added.After dinner, they allegedly made sexual

advances toward her and gang-raped her on the terrace of a privat
hotel. They threatened her not to disclose the incident to anyone
and released her around 6 am on Friday, a senior police officer
said.After reaching home, she narrated the incident to her husbanc
and informed the police, he added."Based on the complaint, we
have registered a case at Koramangala police station under
Section 70 (gang rape) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and-arrest
ed three accused. The fourth accused has also been identified, an
efforts are underway to nab him," Joint Commissioner (East)

Ramesh Banoth told PTI.

I oo T N Neorl Dy Coo
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be the guest of honour at
Mauritius' National Day celebrations next month, his Mauritian
counterpart Navin Ramgoolam has announced, calling it a testi
mony of the close bilateral ties.Addressing the National Assembly
on Friday, Mauritian Prime Minister Ramgoolam said it is indeed
a singular privilege for our country to host such a distinguished
personality despite his very tight schedule. Mauritius commemo
rates its National Day on March 12th every year.The day marks
the anniversary of Mauritius's independence from British rule in
1968. "In the context of the celebrations of the 57th anniversary of
the Independence of our country, | have great pleasure in inform
ing the House, that following my invitation, His Excellency, Shri
Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India, has kindly agreed to be
the guest of honour for our National Day celebrations,"”
Ramgoolam said.He also mentioned Modi's recent visits to Paris
and the United States to highlight the Indian leader's busy sched
ule. "The visit of Shri Modi is a testimony of the close relations
between our two nations," Ramgoolam said. President Droupadi
Murmu attended Mauritius' National Day celebrations last year as
the chief guest.
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