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

























 


    

 
     
    
 
   

    
     
          
  






 
    
    
     
    
      
 
    
     
  

 

     
 

  
    
   

  
      
    
    
     

    
   
     


    



    
   
   
   

     
    
    



         

         
        
       

         











     

     

      






 

      

    


     

     

     

     



      

    


  


       






    

    
    






2 
25 TUESDAY FEBRUARY 2025



         
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

      






    
      
    
   
    

     
    
   
   
   

  
   
    
    
     
    
   
    
  
    
    

    
   
  
  
   
    

  
   
   
  
    
    

     
    

   
    
   
     
      
    

   



 
 
         
          

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
   

    
  
   
   
  
   
    
  
 
  
    
   


   
    
     
   
     
    
   
    
   
   
    
   
   
    
    
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      
     
     
   
    
     
   
   
      
    
     
    
    
   
   
   
   

 
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 
    
   
 
   
   

    
   
    
  
   

    
    



   
    
    
   

    
     
   


    
    
      
   
    



      

    

    
    
   
   
    
   

    
      

 
    
     

    
     


    
    

   


   
     
   
   
    

    
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
     
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




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


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 


      
      
      
         
     
      
      
      
       
       
      
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


  
  

   
   
   
    
   
    
    
   
   
    
    
   
    
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   
 
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   
  
  
    

  
    
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
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


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
























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



   
   
     
   
   
   
  

     
    
   
   
   
    
   
     
   

    
    
    
     
    
   
     

    
 
 
     
  
     
    
     

  
  
  
   

   
  
  
 
  
    
   
   

   
   
   
 
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     
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     
    
     
    
     





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     

 

  
 
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    
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      
     
    
      
 
    
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        
      
      


      
      

   
 

  
      





    
     
     
      
      

    

    
   

    
 

      

    
      

     
 

       

      
     
     

       




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
  
 
    
    
  
  
   
    
   
 
   
    
    
   


   
   
    
    
    
     
      
    
   
    
    



     
 
    
     
    

     
     
    



   
  
   
   
   
   
    
  
   
  

    

   
   


 
     
    
    
    
     
    
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     

   
     
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   
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      

      
     
    
     
 
      
    
     
    
     
      



     

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Marine Drive Racing: Residents Demand Action Against Reckless Bikers
Youngsters on expensive super-
bikes and modified motorcycles
are causing a disturbance at
Marine Drive, particularly during
the early hours of the weekend, as
per a Mid-day report. According
to the Marine Drive Citizens
Association, these bikers engage
in stunts and racing, creating
noise that disrupts the sleep of
local residents.Residents have
reported this issue for several
years, despite making repeated
complaints to the authorities.
Rajesh Gupta, vice president of
the Marine Drive Citizens Association,
highlighted the problem in the Mid-day
report: "The majority of citizens in the
area are elderly people whose sleep is
always disturbed because of the noise
pollution created by these bikers."
Marine Drive Racing
Siddharth Daftary, a 48-year-old busi-
nessperson, described a recent incident
where loud noise from motorcyclists
disturbed his family's rest around 3:45
am. "These bikers have no regard for
the law; they jump traffic signals, ride
without helmets, perform dangerous
stunts like wheelies, and engage in
reckless racing at Marine Drive," he
said, sharing that he had recorded
videos of the racers on his phone.Many

residents are frustrated with the lack of
police action. Daftary pointed out,
"These bikers are a menace, especially
on weekends, and stay in the prome-
nade for at least one to two hours. They
can be easily caught, but the traffic
police seem more focused on slapping
fines on car owners rather than stop-
ping the biker problem."Another resi-
dent, Suresh Chhabria, questioned the
effectiveness of the CCTV cameras in
the area, suggesting that the police
should be able to track down the bikers.
He expressed concerns about the cam-
eras' ability to capture the registration
numbers of speeding motorcycles, say-
ing, "If the cameras are not working
properly, the home department should
consider replacing or upgrading them.

Why the delay?"A senior
police officer, who wished to
remain anonymous,
acknowledged the issue with
the cameras. "The alpha-
numeric digits are often too
small, or LED lights are
fixed on the number plates,
making it difficult for the
cameras to capture clear
images," the officer
explained.Nilesh Bagul, the
senior inspector of Marine
Drive police station, assured
residents that police are tak-

ing action. "After we learnt about rac-
ing at Marine Drive, police officers
started chasing the bikers. While many
escaped, one biker abandoned his
motorcycle during the pursuit and fled
towards Marine Lines railway station.
We have confiscated the motorcycle
and will use the registration number to
track him down and address this gang's
activities," he stated.Sources in the
police department revealed that many
of the racers come from Pune, Kalyan,
and central suburbs of Mumbai, high-
lighting the need for a coordinated
response to this ongoing issue.
Residents hope for quicker action from
the police to restore peace at Marine
Drive.

UP Police Register Cases Against 140 Social
Media Accounts For Spreading Fake News

Authorities in Prayagraj have taken
action against misleading social media
content related to the Maha Kumbh.
Deputy Inspector General of Police
Vaibhav Krishna stated that 13 FIRs
were filed against 140 accounts for
spreading false information. He also
assured that preparations are in place
for the Maha Shivratri festival on
February 26, 2025."13 FIRs have been
registered against 140 social media
handles that shared misleading con-
tent...Today, more than one crore peo-
ple have taken a holy dip," Vaibhav
Krishna told.Deputy Superintendent of
Police Yashwant Singh highlighted
increased security measures at Ayodhya
Dham Railway Station. "We have
increased alertness ahead of the
Mahakumbh 'snan' on Maha Shivratri.
Additional security has been deployed
here, after which the total number of
personnel deployed is more than 350.
Barricading has been done all around.
A holding area has been set up and pas-

sengers are being brought here," DSP
Singh emphasised.He further
explained that devotees can only
access the platform when their train
arrives to prevent overcrowding.
Announcements are made regularly
to keep passengers informed, ensur-
ing safety and smooth operations
during this busy period.
Devotee Influx and Arrangements
The Uttar Pradesh government
reported that nearly 8.773 million
people had already taken a holy dip at
Triveni Sangam by Sunday. Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath mentioned
that a total of 620 million devotees vis-
ited the Mahakumbh mela in Prayagraj,
highlighting its significance.A signifi-
cant number of devotees continue to
arrive for the Maha Kumbh, with the
final major bath scheduled for Maha
Shivratri on February 26. The authori-
ties expect a massive influx during this
festival and have implemented exten-
sive crowd control measures to manage

../it effectively.
Ensuring Smooth Festival Operations
The police have made comprehensive
arrangements to ensure smooth traffic
flow during the festival. "Complete
arrangements have been made for the
upcoming Shivratri festival... Efforts
will be made to ensure that there is no
traffic jam anywhere in the
Mahakumbh area. All arrangements
should run smoothly...No matter how
big the crowd is, we are fully pre-
pared," Vaibhav Krishna added.

Delhi CM Rekha Gupta Blames AAP For Empty Treasury, Vows To Implement 2,500 Women’s Aid Scheme
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta stated on
Sunday that the previous AAP government had
left the public treasury depleted. However, she
assured that her administration would still imple-
ment the ?2,500 monthly financial assistance
scheme for women.Ahead of the assembly elec-
tions, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) had
pledged financial support of ?2,500 per month for
women from economically disadvantaged back-
grounds under the 'Mahila Samriddhi Yojana' and
?21,000 for pregnant women, as outlined in its
Delhi election manifesto."The financial situation
inherited from the previous government is such
that, upon reviewing it with officials, the public
treasury appears completely empty. The Mahila
Samriddhi Yojana is a regular initiative for the

people of Delhi, a continuous endeavour for our
sisters, and we will introduce it with meticulous
planning," Gupta stated during a press confer-
ence.She further announced that all MLAs would
take their oaths during the first session of the
Delhi government. Additionally, the Speaker and
Deputy Speaker would be elected, while the pro
tem speakers would be sworn in by the Lieutenant
Governor on Monday.Meanwhile, former Delhi
Chief Minister and AAP leader Atishi wrote to
Rekha Gupta, requesting a meeting with the AAP
legislative delegation on 23rd February to discuss
the implementation of the ?2,500 monthly scheme
for women, a promise made by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during the election
campaign.Atishi highlighted that, despite the first

cabinet meeting taking place on 20th February,
the promised scheme had not yet been approved.
She remarked, "The women of Delhi placed their
trust in Modi Ji's guarantee, but now they feel
betrayed."She further stated that if PM Modi's
assurance had been genuine, the women's aid
scheme would have been sanctioned in the first
cabinet meeting. Accusing Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta of revealing Modi's "false promises" on her
very first day in office, Atishi commented:"If
Modi Ji's guarantee had been real, the women's
financial assistance scheme would have been
approved in the first cabinet meeting. However,
on her very first day as Chief Minister, Rekha
Gupta has exposed Modi Ji's false claims, proving
that his guarantee amounts to nothing more than a

'jumla.'""At every public platform, Modi Ji
repeatedly assured that women would receive
?2,500. Even BJP President JP Nadda, during a
press conference, stated that the scheme would be
approved in the first cabinet meeting. However,
this has not happened," she added.Atishi also
pointed out that Modi had promised the financial
aid would be transferred by 8th March and ques-
tioned whether CM Rekha Gupta would once
again fail to fulfil his assurance."Modi Ji specifi-
cally stated that ?2,500 would be transferred to
women's bank accounts by 8th March. I ask
Rekha Gupta-will she once again prove Modi Ji's
guarantee to be false on that date?" Atishi ques-
tioned.

Mumbai To Bengaluru Airfare Skyrockets As
Bus Services Halt Over Language Row

..Bus services between Maharashtra and Karnataka
have been suspended due to fresh tensions over the
Marathi-Kannada language issue. Nearly all operators,
including the Maharashtra State Road Transport
Corporation (MSRTC) and the Karnataka State Road
Transport Corporation (KSRTC), have stopped services
over safety concerns for passengers and staff. The sus-
pension has led to a sharp rise in air fares between
Mumbai and Bengaluru, according to a Hindustan
Times (HT) report.As per the same report, Murad Naik,
vice chairperson of the Mumbai Bus Malak
Sangathana, confirmed that most private buses between
the two states had also halted operations due to unrest
in border areas.
Mumbai To Bengaluru Airfare
The dispute mainly affects Belgavi and nearby areas in
north Karnataka, where many Marathi speakers live.
This region has seen several protests and incidents of
violence over language issues in the past.
Recent Incidents Escalate Tensions
Tensions flared up last week when a KSRTC bus con-
ductor was allegedly assaulted in Belagavi after an
argument with two students over speaking in Kannada
instead of Marathi. On Friday, a pro-Kannada group
allegedly attacked an MSRTC bus driver who spoke
Marathi. In response, members of the Shiv Sena (UBT)
held a protest in Pune's Swargate area on Saturday
night, where buses with Karnataka registration plates
were smeared with black paint.KSRTC operates around
120 buses daily from Belgavi to Maharashtra, while
MSRTC runs about 250 services to Karnataka. Private
operators also provide nearly 500 daily services.
However, due to the ongoing tensions, most of these
buses have been suspended, sources said. The services
will resume only when the situation improves.The
affected routes include services to and from Mumbai,
Thane, Pune, Dharashiv, Sangli, Solapur, Kolhapur,
Sawantwadi, Belgavi, Mysuru, Bengaluru, Bijapur, and
Niphani.
Passengers Face Travel Disruptions
Passengers who had booked tickets on these routes are
being refunded, Naik confirmed. Many people are now
choosing alternative travel options.Sohail Kazi, a pas-
senger from Mumbai, said he had to change his travel
plans due to the bus suspensions. "Instead of taking a
direct bus to Bengaluru, I will go to Goa first and then
take another bus from there," he said. He avoided trav-
elling via Kolhapur, fearing being stranded or over-
charged by taxis crossing the state border.
Airfares Soar Due To High Demand
The suspension of bus services has led to a surge in air-
fares between Mumbai and Bengaluru. On Sunday, the
cost of a ticket on Indigo's evening flight reached Rs
17,500, while Akasa Air's late-night flight was priced at
Rs 12,000. The highest fare was for Air India's 9.30pm
flight, which cost Rs 30,000 per ticket. Flights from
Bengaluru to Mumbai were priced between Rs 10,000
and Rs 23,000.Senior officials from both states are
closely monitoring the situation before deciding on
resuming public transport services.
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PM Kisan Yojana: PM Modi To Release 19th Installment Today In Bhagalpur
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday will release the 19th
installment of the PM Kisan
Samman Nidhi Yojana in
Bhagalpur, Bihar. Prime Minister
is also scheduled to address a
public rally at the Airport Ground
today, where Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar will join
him. The rally anticipates a
turnout of approximately 5 lakh
farmers.The PM Kisan Samman
Nidhi Yojana is a central govern-
ment initiative aimed at providing
financial support to small and
marginal farmers across India.
Eligible farmers receive Rs 6,000
annually, distributed in three equal
installments of Rs 2,000 each. These
funds are directly transferred to their
bank accounts over the course of a
financial year.To qualify for the 19th
instalment of PM-KISAN, farmers
must meet specific criteria. They
should own cultivable land and be
classified as small or marginal farmers.

Additionally, they must not be retirees
receiving a pension of Rs 10,000 or
more per month. Farmers should also
not have filed income tax returns or be
institutional landholders.Checking
one's beneficiary status under the PM
Kisan Yojana is straightforward. Start
by visiting the official website and
locating the Beneficiary Status Page on
the homepage. After clicking on

"Beneficiary Status," enter
your Aadhaar Number or
Account Number and
click "Get Data." This
will allow you to view
your beneficiary status.
Farmers can link their
phone numbers to the PM
Kisan Yojana by visiting a
nearby Com mon Service
Center (CS C) or logging
into the official website:
https:/ /pmkisan.gov.in.
On the homepage, select
'Update Mobile Nu mber.'
Enter your registered

Aadhaar number along with the new
mobile number on the new page and
submit it for verification.The event
will not only focus on distributing
funds but also includes a public meet-
ing as part of its agenda. Prime
Minister Modi's presence underscores
the importance of this scheme in sup-
porting India's agricultural community.

Bengaluru’s Yellow Line Inches Closer to Launch with CMRS Inspection

The much-awaited Yellow Line of
Namma Metro, which has faced
delays due to train shortages, is set
for an important safety inspection.
The Commissioner of Metro Rail
Safety (CMRS) will inspect the first
driverless train for this corridor on
February 24.The Bengaluru Metro
Rail Corporation Limited (BMRCL)
received six train coaches from
China on February 14, 2025, which
were delivered to the Hebbagodi
metro depot. A senior BMRCL offi-
cial confirmed that the driverless
train has passed several internal
tests and is now ready for the
CMRS inspection. However, this
inspection is only for the train. A
full safety check of the entire
Yellow Line is planned for the end
of March.
Bengaluru Metro's Shift to

Driverless Technology
The introduction of dri-
verless trains is part of
BMRCL's move to a
Communication-Based
Train Control (CBTC)
system, a first for
Bengaluru Metro.
Currently, the metro
uses the DTG (Distance-
To-Go) signalling sys-
tem. CBTC technology
will reduce the gap

between trains from 2.5
minutes to just 90 seconds, helping
ease congestion.Although these new
trains are designed to run automati-
cally, BMRCL will initially deploy
train operators to ensure a smooth
transition.
About the Yellow Line
The Yellow Line spans 19.15 km
from R.V. Road to Bommasandra,
covering important areas like
Electronics City. It has 16 elevated
stations, linking the Green Line at
R.V. Road Station and the Pink Line
at Jayadeva Hospital Station. This
corridor aims to improve connectivi-
ty for South Bengaluru residents and
major corporate hubs like Infosys
and Biocon.
Delay in Train Deliveries
The delay in launching the Yellow
Line is mainly due to a contract

issue. In 2019, BMRCL awarded a
?1,578-crore contract to China
Railway Rolling Stock Corporation
(CRRC) to supply 216 metro coach-
es. However, CRRC failed to set up
a factory in India as required, delay-
ing train deliveries.In response,
BMRCL issued warnings to CRRC
and considered invoking a ?372-
crore bank guarantee. Later, CRRC
partnered with Titagarh Wagons in
Kolkata to manufacture the remain-
ing coaches.Apart from the proto-
type driverless train, CRRC is also
supplying a DTG-based train. The
remaining 34 train sets (14 CBTC
and 20 DTG) are being built by
Titagarh Rail Systems Limited in
West Bengal.
Extensive Testing Before Operations
Before the driverless trains start
commercial operations, they must
pass 37 tests, including signalling,
telecommunications, and power sup-
ply checks. Key safety assessments
include Oscillation Trials by the
Research Designs and Standards
Organisation (RDSO), followed by
the CMRS inspection.Final approval
from the Railway Board is required
before the trains can carry passen-
gers. If all approvals are secured,
the Yellow Line's driverless train is
expected to start running by April
2025.

Fire Erupts at Factory in Hyderabad’s Kukatpally, Causing Rs 5-10 Lakh in Damage
A massive fire broke out at MN Polymers in
Prashanth Nagar, Kukatpally, on Sunday
night, causing significant damage to the facil-
ity. The factory, which manufactures paper
plates and plastic glasses, was engulfed in
flames after a suspected short circuit triggered
the blaze. The fire quickly spread, consuming
raw materials and finished products stored on
the premises.Balanagar Fire Officer
Jaganmohan arrived at the scene and super-
vised the rescue operations, ensuring a swift
and efficient response. Firefighters battled the
flames for over three hours before successful-
ly bringing the situation under control.

Thankfully, no injuries or casualties were
reported.
Fire Erupts at Factory in Hyderabad
The sudden fire outbreak caused panic among
workers, who rushed to evacuate the building
as the flames intensified. Local residents,
noticing the blaze, immediately alerted the
fire department, which responded promptly to
prevent further escalation.The financial loss is
yet to be fully assessed, but preliminary esti-
mates suggest damages worth Rs 5-10 lakh.
The fire destroyed a large portion of the fac-
tory's inventory, including raw materials and
finished goods ready for sale. Authorities

have launched an investigation to
determine the exact cause of the
short circuit and assess whether
any safety violations contributed
to the incident. Officials are also
reviewing fire safety protocols at
the facility to prevent similar inci-
dents in the future.
Rising Fire Incidents in Hyderabad Raise
Safety Concerns
A series of fire incidents in Hyderabad have
raised safety concerns. On February 22, 2025,
a tipper truck caught fire in Kachavani
Singaram, Medchal, but quick action by the

driver and firefighters pre-
vented casualties. The
same day, a fire at
Manikanta Timber Depot
in Karmanghat, Saro
ornagar, caused signifi-
cant damage but was con-
trolled within an

hour.With multiple fire incidents occurring in
a short span, authorities are urging businesses
and residents to follow strict fire safety meas-
ures. Investigations are underway to deter-
mine the causes and ensure proper precau-
tions are in place to prevent further mishaps.

Nagpur-Goa Shaktipeeth Expressway: A Journey of
21 Hours Cut To 10.5 Hours—But At What Cost?

..The Maharashtra State Road Development
Corporation (MSRDC) is preparing to restart the
land acquisition survey for the Nagpur-Goa
Shaktipeeth Expressway, a project spanning 802
kilometres, according to a Free Press Journal. This
survey was paused last year due to intense protests
that occurred before the state legislative assembly
elections.This new expressway aims to significantly
cut travel time between Nagpur and Goa from 21
hours to about 10.5 hours. However, it has faced
strong opposition from farmers and activists. Many
critics express concerns that the project will lead to
displacement, loss of fertile agricultural land, inade-
quate compensation, and insufficient environmental
impact assessments.
Nagpur-Goa Shaktipeeth Expressway
Now that the elections are over, the MSRDC plans to
resume the survey within two weeks, excluding
Kolhapur. According to a report by Hindustan Times,
Kolhapur, Solapur, and Sangli experienced the most
significant protests since June 2024, which led the
government to pause ground activities in September.
Out of the 27,000 acres required for the expressway,
approximately 9,500 acres will need to be acquired
from these three districts.Once the survey is com-
plete, the land acquisition process will begin, which
is expected to take a few months. The state govern-
ment aims to complete the expressway by the end of
2029, making it Maharashtra's longest expressway,
surpassing the 701-kilometre Hindu Hrudaysamrat
Balasaheb Thackeray Maharashtra Samruddhi
Mahamarg, which connects Mumbai and
Nagpur.Opposition Plans Firm Protests Against the
ProjectOpposition to the expressway remains strong.
The Congress party has announced intentions to
protest against the project, arguing that it will make
farmers from 12 districts homeless, despite existing
routes between Nagpur and Goa. Member of the
Legislative Council (MLC) Satej Patil has warned of
street protests rather than legal actions, with a major
demonstration planned outside the state assembly on
March 12 during the budget session, which runs from
March 3 to 25.The expressway will pass through sev-
eral districts, including Wardha, Yavatmal, Hingoli,
Nanded, Parbhani, Latur, Beed, Dharashiv
(Osmanabad), Solapur, Sangli, Kolhapur, and
Sindhudurg. Kolhapur, under the leadership of MLC
Patil, has become a central hub for resistance. In
Latur, farmers organized by the Swabhimani
Shetkari Sanghatana protested outside Tehsil offices
on January 24, raising concerns about the acquisition
of 481 acres of farmland and its potential impact on
local agriculture.
Plans To Extend the Expressway To Mopa Airport
The expressway will begin at Pavnar near Wardha
and extend to Patradevi in North Goa, integrating
with the Mumbai-Nagpur Samruddhi Expressway to
improve connectivity. In a recent meeting,
Maharashtra officials requested permission from
their Goan counterparts to allow additional construc-
tion near the newly opened Manohar International
Airport at Mopa, aiming to enhance accessibility and
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