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   
      
     
   

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      
      



    
    

    
   
     
   
     

   

     
    
    
    

     
    

    

      
     
     
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      
    

     


     
      
 
      
   
     

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     
   
    

       
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
   
  
   
    
   

  


    
    
   
   

   
    
    
 

    
  
    
    

   
     
    























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







 
     
   
    
   
   
      
     
    
     
      

    

     

       
     
     
 
      
      



       
       
     

      
     
    
      
     
     

 
    

      
     

    
   
   
  
   
  

      
     




 
    




      
      

    
        
     
      
     
 
     
    

        



     
    
     
     

      
      



     
      
     

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
    
   

      
      

    
     
     

  
      
   
      
      

  
   
 
   

   
  
  
   
  
   
      
     
     
      

    
     
    



 
 
 
    
   
    
    
   
     
    

  
    
   
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     
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
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     
    


    


   
   
     
   
   
   
   
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      
      
       
      
      
       
      
     

      
     
      
       
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    
   
   
    
   
    
   
    
     
   
     

     
    

    

  
      

    
    
    
      
    
   
     
    

     
  





      
    
   
   
     
   
   
   
   
   
   
  

  
  
    
   

   
   

    



   
  

   
    
    





    
    
     
    
   
   
    

    






  
    
     
    
      

 
     
       

     
     

       
   
      
      
     

     
       
      

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

    
     
    
    
    


    
   
    
     
  

    
     

     
    

     
     
     
    
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
























































     
         
     
       
     
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          
 
       
       
      
       
      
  

     
      




     

       
     
      
        
         
        

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
 
     

   


   
    

      
   
   
    
     
     
    
   


     


    
   

     
    

 
 
     

   
   
  
  
    
   
   

   

    

  
  
    


    


    
      
    
      




     
   
    
    
    
    
  
     

       
     





   
   
    
   

    
  
   
  


  



   

      

    

     
     
     
    
     
     
    





       
   
      

  
       

      
      
     
       



     
      
   

 
     
     
     

     
    






































































        

      
         
       
       

       
 
  
     
      

 
      

       
       




      
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A nation against itself

...By erasing its own heritage, Bangladesh is
undermining its very foundation, which was
built on the relentless efforts of Sheikh Mujibur
RahmanBangladesh is on a path to erode its
own legacy. After the ouster of Sheikh Hasina,
there has been no letup in efforts to discard the
country's own history, dismantle institutions,
and erode the ethos upon which it was built.
The sad part is that, in doing so, the country is
dismantling itself. And all this is happening
under the interim government led by
Mohammad Yunus, a figure revered for his
integrity and work in socio-economic change.
On February 5, 2025, a  distressing event
unfolded in Dhaka,  as protesters attacked and
demolished the historic residence of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, the nation's founding leader.
This residence, located at Dhanmondi 32, had
been converted into the Bangabandhu
Memorial Museum, serving as a poignant
reminder of Bangladesh's struggle for inde-
pendence. The protesters, reportedly aligned
with the ‘Students Against Discrimination’
movement, gathered in response to social
media calls for a ‘Bulldozer Procession’ aimed
at demolishing the site, which they labeled a
‘pilgrimage site of fascism.’ Despite the pres-
ence of security forces, there was little to no
intervention during the demolition. This inci-
dent has raised pressing questions about
Bangladesh's approach to its own heritage. The
deliberate destruction of a site so integral to the
nation's history suggests a complex interplay of
political motivations and societal tensions.The
interim government, under Muhammad Yunus,
has been actively revising the country's histori-
cal narrative, seeking to de-emphasise the cen-
tral role of Mujibur Rahman in the 1971 libera-
tion movement. This includes altering school
textbooks to present a different account, intro-
ducing competing historical perspectives, and
addressing controversies from Mujib’s era.
Yunus, a Nobel Peace laureate renowned for his
contributions to social and economic develop-
ment, now finds himself at the helm of a nation
grappling with its identity. His leadership, fol-
lowing the ousting of Sheikh Hasina amid mass
protests, is marked by efforts to implement
reforms and address human rights concerns.
However, the recent demolition has led to criti-
cism regarding the government’s stance on pre-
serving national heritage. Yunus has attributed
the country's challenges to the previous regime,
stating that ‘Hasina destroyed everything’ and
emphasising the need for constitutional and
judicial reforms before conducting general
elections. The destruction of Mujibur Rahman's
residence has elicited strong reactions both
domestically and internationally. India con-
demned the act terming it ‘regrettable’ that the
historic residence of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
a symbol of the heroic resistance of the people
of Bangladesh against the forces of occupation
and oppression, was destroyed.  As the nation
navigates this tumultuous period, the challenge
lies in balancing the pursuit of a revised nation-
al narrative with the preservation of its rich his-
torical heritage. One expects a prudent appr
oach from the interim government under Muh
ammad Yunus; otherwise, he will be reme mber
ed as a man who unraveled his own country.

Awakening the Mind: The True Essence of Freedom
In this prodigious poem, Gurudev
Rabindra Nath Tagore implores
God to awaken the country to seek
emancipation from the foreign
yoke. However, the poem entails
more than a mere physical libera-
tion of the country. It seeks to rein-
vigorate the fossilised and chained
human mind. This poem, with
amazing psychological contours,
attempts to breathe in freshness in
the mind’s otherwise lustreless and
cranny corners.Tagore implores us
to discard and tear apart the exist-
ing repugnant traditions and cus-
toms, where humans behave as
mere prototypes and
marionettes.The human mind seeks
perfection, the eternal truth and the
road travelled is only by traversing
the clear stream of reason and logic
and not falling in the stumbling
blocks of parched and desultory
thinking. Gurudev depl oys both
physical and psychological
metaphors to arrest the mental atro-
phy which set in, and to ignite the
passion for freedom during the ren-
dition.But what does freedom
denote? Simply put, it is the power
or right to act, speak, or think as
one wants.Many centuries ago, a
monk pined to become a tutee of
an enlightened Zen Master. He
made several trips to the Master to
join the fold, but the forays were
all in vain. One day the Master was
seated along with some burbling
students on the banks of a river.

The monk once again approached
the Master, fearing reproach by the
learned one. But to his amazement,
the Master took the monk by the
scruff of his neck and pushed him
into the river. The monk screamed
as his lungs filled with water and
became breathless. The Master
pulled him out of the river and
tersely remarked, “Come to me
when your mind has the volume
and capacity to acquire so much
knowledge as your lungs had space
for that much air to survive.” The
law of nature imprisons us from
the time of our conception. We
inherit our cells and acquire traits
from our ancestors. That is our
DNA and also our RNA. The next
schooling takes place in the womb
of the mother. This is our first cra-
dle of thoug hts.The feelings, emo-
tions, fears, phobias, dangers, effi-
cacious and antipathetic thoughts
get supplanted and ingrained in our
system through the umbilical cord.

Parents also pass on genetic
and hereditary disorders, which
over a period of time fashion
thought processes.The world
today is a prisoner of the print,
social and electronic media.
We are propagandised by the
number of likes on Facebook,
Instagram, LinkedIn  and the
number of selfies taken with
celebrities. Gizmos decide the
thought process coagulating in
the gardens of our

minds.Humans should awake to the
reality that the political and eco-
nomic elite decide the course of
our future and not the reverse. In
such a peppery situation, how free
are our thoughts and speech? We
live in a comfort zone where the
mind is not challenged and there is
no aperture to enter unknown fron-
tiers; nor are we upskilled to learn
new crafts and make a critical
assessment of welcome or unwel-
come situations. However, humans
need not be so despondent.There is
a ventilator towards free will,
choice and attempting to be cre-
ative, imaginative and to enjoy
unalloyed freedom.Through the
regular practice of pranayama,
breathing techniques like the
Sudarshan Kriya and by the prac-
tice of meditation the hemispheres
of the mind develop over a period
of time and humans can once again
be ‘born free’ and have ‘freedom of
thought’.

Reviving traditions that upholds the legal profession’s integrity

The legal profession thrives on tradi-
tion, respect and mentorship, forming
the foundation of its ethical and pro-
fessional standardsThe legal profes-
sion, steeped in tradition, has long
upheld justice, ethics, and mentor-
ship. Over two decades in this field, I
have observed the profound impact of
small yet meaningful gestures that
reinforce these values. Among them,
one simple but powerful tradition
stands out: offering a chair to senior
advocates. This act, though seemingly
minor, symbolizes the core principles
of respect, integrity, and humility that
define the profession.Law is more
than a career; it is a calling rooted in
service to justice and humanity.
Central to its greatness is the relation-
ship between senior advocates and
their juniors. This bond is not merely
hierarchical but symbiotic. Senior
advocates, with their vast experience,
serve as mentors, imparting legal
expertise and instilling values of dili-
gence, integrity, and commitment to
truth. They uphold tradition while
advocating for excellence and ethical

practice, ensuring the pro-
fession remains honorable
and principled.Juniors, in
turn, express their grati-
tude through attentiveness,
humility, and by embrac-
ing time-honored customs.
These practices are not
mere formalities but essen-
tial rituals that sustain the
culture of respect and life-
long learning. By adhering
to them, the legal commu-

nity safeguards its ethical and
professional standards for future gen-
erations.However, this sacred bond is
now at risk. One telling example is
the fading tradition of offering a chair
to senior advocates. This act, which
once extended beyond the courtroom
to chambers, canteens, and common
areas, is more than a gesture of cour-
tesy. It acknowledges the sacrifices,
dedication, and legacy of those who
have paved the way for the profes-
sion.Historically, this practice
affirmed the values of respect, men-
torship, and collective commitment to
excellence. It fostered an environment
where ethical conduct and collabora-
tion thrived. Yet, in today's fast-
paced, individualistic legal landscape,
such traditions are being eroded.
While the modern profession is more
dynamic and competitive, it risks los-
ing its foundational values. When
simple gestures like offering a chair
are ignored, it signals more than a
lapse in etiquette; it reflects a weak-
ening of the profession's moral
core.Today, it is not uncommon to see

younger lawyers engrossed in their
work, oblivious to the presence of
senior advocates. This underscore a
harsh reality: the tradition is fading,
likely because it has not been effec-
tively passed down to newer genera-
tions.This decline is not merely an
aesthetic loss but a structural one. The
erosion of respect and humility under-
mines mentorship, weakening the
profession's foundation. Without these
symbolic acts, the collaborative and
learning-oriented spirit that has long
defined the legal fraternity risks being
overshadowed by
individualism.Reviving these tradi-
tions is not about nostalgia but neces-
sity. Law schools, bar associations,
and senior advocates must lead by
example, integrating respect for cus-
toms into legal education and prac-
tice.As they say, "Kissa Kursi Ka" is
not just about politics; it holds signifi-
cance within the legal community.
The chairs in courtrooms are more
than furniture-they symbolize dedica-
tion, discipline, and the relentless pur-
suit of justice. Offering a chair to a
senior advocate is a gesture of rever-
ence, acknowledging their contribu-
tions and the path they have laid for
future generations.By reviving and
reinforcing such practices, we do
more than honor our seniors; we pre-
serve the ethics and values that
uphold our fraternity. The act of
offering a chair, though modest, is a
powerful reminder that the greatness
of our profession lies in its unwaver-
ing commitment to respect and humil-
ity
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WTO at a crossroads: Reform or perish
Once a cornerstone of international
commerce, the WTO now grapples
with the rise of economic national-
ism, and regional trade
agreementsThe World Trade
Organization (WTO), established in
1995 as the successor to the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT),was envisioned as the
guardian of free and fair global
trade.It was founded to ensure that
trade flows as smoothly,predictably,
and freely as possible,reducing trade
barriers and providing a platform for
negotiations.However,as it approaches
its 30th anniversary in 2025,the ques-
tion looms large:Is the WTO on its
deathbed? The WTO’s credibility has
steadily diminished over the past
decade.Once hailed as the bedrock of
the global trading system,it now finds
itself at the mercy of rising economic
nationalism,trade wars,and institutional
paralysis.The organization’s dispute
settlement mechanism—its crown
jewel—has been rendered dysfunction-
al since 2019 due to the U.S. blocking
judicial appointments to its Appellate
Body.Without a functioning dispute
resolution system, the WTO's ability to
enforce trade rules has weakened con-
siderably,making it nearly impossible
to resolve international trade disputes
effectively.The Dispute Settlement
Body (DSB),once seen as an efficient
and fair arbitrator,is now handicapped
by political maneuvering and the
unwillingness of major economies to
abide by its decisions.The WTO was
established to prevent trade conflicts
and ensure a level playing field, but it

has been powerless in the face of the
U.S.-China trade war. Both countries,
instead of using the WTO framework,
have resorted to unilateral tariffs and
retaliatory measures.The WTO’s
inability to mediate or provide effec-
tive solutions has exposed its declining
relevance in an era where economic
superpowers prefer bilateral and
regional negotiations over multilateral-
ism.The trade war has led to a broader
breakdown of trust in the WTO’s abili-
ty to enforce global trade rules,with
other nations increasingly adopting
protectionist policies.One of the most
contentious issues under the WTO has
been the manipulation of intellectual
property rights (IPR) regulations, par-
ticularly under the Trade-Related
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights
(TRIPS) agreement.Developed coun-
tries, particularly the U.S. and
European Union, have leveraged IPR
laws to benefit their pharmaceutical
and technology industries, often at the
cost of developing nations. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, the WTO was
criticized for its slow response in waiv-

ing patent protections on vac-
cines, which could have facil-
itated wider access for poorer
nations. Instead of ensuring
equitable global trade,the
WTO has often been accused
of protecting the commercial
interests of wealthy nations
under the guise of IPR
enforcement.The WTO’s stag-
nation has coincided with the
rise of regional trade agree-
ments (RTAs), such as the

Comprehensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership (CPTPP) and the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP).These agreements bypass the
WTO framework and provide alterna-
tive avenues for trade
liberalization.With major economies
prioritizing regional trade deals, the
WTO’s role as the global trade arbitra-
tor has diminished. This shift toward
regionalism undermines the WTO’s
authority, as countries now find it more
beneficial to negotiate trade terms out-
side of the multilateral system.
Developing nations, once hopeful that
the WTO would address trade inequali-
ties, now feel shortchanged. The Doha
Development Agenda, launched in
2001 to address issues faced by devel-
oping economies, remains unfin-
ished.Wealthier nations continue to
provide massive agricultural subsidies,
while developing countries struggle to
compete on an uneven playing field.
Additionally, developed countries have
been accused of using environmental
and labor standards as non-tariff barri-

ers to restrict exports from developing
nations. The WTO’s failure to deliver
on its promises has fueled resentment
and eroded trust among emerging
economies.With the WTO’s dispute
settlement system paralyzed, major
economies sidelining it through trade
wars and regional agreements, and
developing nations losing faith in its
promises, the organization faces an
existential crisis.AThe WTO’s founda-
tional principles of free trade and fair
competition have been undermined by
protectionist measures, strategic trade
policies, and growing economic
nationalism. Attempts at reform have
been slow and met with resistance
from powerful member states. If the
WTO does not undergo significant
restructuring and regain its authority, it
risks becoming obsolete.Despite its
troubles, the WTO is not beyond salva-
tion. Reviving the Appellate
Body,enforcing trade rules effectively,
and ensuring equitable benefits for
both developed and developing nations
could help restore its legitimacy.
Addressing the misuse of IPR, ensur-
ing fair agricultural policies, and tack-
ling trade distortions caused by super-
power conflicts are necessary steps to
prevent the WTO from becoming irrel-
evant.However, this requires strong
political will from global leaders—
something that remains elusive. As the
WTO turns 30, it faces a stark reality:
adapt or fade into irrelevance. If urgent
reforms are not undertaken, the global
trading system may soon witness the
demise of an institution once deemed
indispensable.

Unsung heroes of war: The stories that must be told
Narratives from the Heart of a Veteran by Lt-Gen
Baljit Singh is a powerful account of extraordi-
nary courage, sacrifice, and duty beyond the call I
wonder how many of those who would be reading
this piece have heard of Subedar Kali Das of the
8th battalion of the J&K Militia. Perhaps not one
unless he/she has read Narratives from the Heart
of a Veteran by Lt-Gen Baljit Singh AVSM, VSM
(Retd), which tells the story of his courage and
sacrifice far beyond the call of duty. On
December 7, 1971, Pakistani troops, supported by
tanks, had attacked Dewa, a post near the battal-
ion's headquarters in Jammu & Kashmir. Defence
having become unsustainable, orders to evacuate
was issued at 14.45 hours on December 8. Retreat
in broad daylight and under the eyes of Pakistanis
who had their tails up, was not easy. They had to
be held at bay with automatic fire as Indian troops
made their way back.It was then that Subedar
Kali Das volunteered to stay back as a single-man
rearguard. Trading his sten machine carbine for a
light machine gun (LMG) and six to eight maga-
zines of ammunition, he crawled into a bunker
suitable for LMG firing and held the enemy back
until he was shot dead. His raw courage drew
admiration even from the Pakistanis.   Baljit
Singh says that after the ceasefire, they sent his
body back in a coffin with a citation that read,
"This is the body of Subedar Kali Das of 8 J&K
Militia. He died while fighting very bravely in
Area Tank ahead of Dewa Post.He did not leave
his trench to the last breath. After inflicting heavy
casualties, he became a target of a Ghazi's bullet.
His badges of rank are available. A piece of paper
was found in his pocket, revealing his name."
Baljit Singh's book carries a number of such
accounts of outstanding valour and bravery dis-

played in combat. Among the more important of
these is the one about 2nd-Lieut Shyamal Dev
Goswamy's role as Observation Post Officer in
directing artillery fire against the Chinese attack-
ing an important defensive position in Gurung
Hill, guarding the airfield in Chushul, Ladakh,
during the India-China border conflict of
1962.Despite being severely wounded, he contin-
ued directing fire until he lost consciousness.
Second-Lieutenant Goswamy (IC-12665) was
awarded the Maha Vir Chakra, India's second-
highest award for conspicuous gallantry in the
presence of the enemy whether on land, at sea or
in the air.I began reading Narratives from the
Heart of a Veteran, a week before India's 77th
Army Day, which was observed on January 15,
2025.   Singh has had a distinguished tenure in the
Indian Army, spread over 36 years, and much of
what he writes revolves round it. His, however, is
by no means a chest-thumping glorification of the
first-person singular number.It provides an
account in which personal experience is located in
the background of history and the interplay of
contemporary events in which military deploy-
ment and operations occur. It thus provides a per-
spective that is much wider and deeper than any
volume of just reminiscences serves up.This is
clear from the very beginning. His first narrative
is about the establishment, under his command as
a young captain, of a post, at Rimkin in the Bara
Hoti area of Uttarakhand, in April, 1962.To be
defended by a Special Task Force, comprising a
carefully selected company from the 14th battal-
ion of the Rajput Regiment, the move was under-
taken in the context of China's growing incursions
across the India-China border, which were push-
ing events towards the conflict of October-

November 1962. His exertions, which included
an eyeball-to-eyeball confrontation with a band of
intruding Chinese, earned him a commendation
card from the Chief-of-Army Staff for gallantry
and  distinguished service.Immediately thereafter,
appears his piece on the hazardous and challeng-
ing mapping explorations by Major F.M. Bailey
and Captain H.T. Morshead in Tibet, which led to
the demarcation of India's border with the latter. A
map showing the border was appended to the
draft Shimla Convention, initialled on April 27.
1914, by the representatives of the three countries
attending the Shimla Conference-Great Britain,
China and Tibet-that produced the convention.
Subsequently referred to as the MacMahon Line,
after Sir Henry MacMahon, then British govern-
ment of India's foreign secretary based in Delhi,
who represented Great Britain in the Shimla con-
ference, it runs roughly along the crest of the
Himalaya mountains from Bhutan in the West to
Myanmar in the East, marking India's border with
China in the east.Both narratives are important in
the context of the India-China border dispute, in
which the assertion of the validity of the
MacMahon Line features prominently in New
Delhi's narrative regarding its position.
Understandably, the need to counter China's cross
border incursions has been, along with continuing
tensions with Pakistan, a major factor in shaping
the development and deployment of not only
India's army but its air force and navy as well.Not
surprisingly,   Singh's focus is primarily on the
army-the generals who led it, the officers and men
who have made it one of the finest fighting forces
in the world, the battles fought at home and
abroad, the varied interests of army personnel and
the connections several of them have had with the

Bombay Natural History Society. Singh himself is
an avid and knowledgeable naturalist and
ornithologist who was invited to join the board of
trustees of the Worldwide Fund for Nature where
he served two terms.There are engrossing
accounts of diverse types-from a graphic one of
the battle for Chhamb in December, 1971, to the
life and time of the19th-century soldier of for-
tune, Alexander Gardner, whose explorations and
adventures ranged over a wide territory, and the
derring-do of Lt.-Karamjeet Singh Judge, who
was posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross in
the Burma (now Myanmar) campaign during
World War II.Baljit Singh's book, mainly based
on his published articles, needs to be read for an
understanding of what the Indian Army is and
what it stands for. This is important given the
wide range of tasks it has been called upon to per-
form-from defending the country's borders to
fighting internal insurgencies, maintaining law-
and-order and engaging in disaster relief.It is an
army with a great tradition, led from the front by
an officers who are sought to be inspired by the
motto that Field Marshal Philip Walhouse
Chetwode, who commanded the British Indian
army, had enunciated in 1932, and which is
carved on the walls of the Chetwode Building at
the Indian Military Academy in Dehradun.It
reads: "The safety, honour and welfare of your
country comes first, always and every time./ The
honour, welfare and comfort of the men you com-
mand come next./ Your own ease, comfort and
safety come last, always and every time." The
Indian Army would remain one of the finest of its
kind in the world as long as its officers remember
the motto.
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

     
      

     
 
     
    
     

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