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Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah has
strongly criticised Union Home Minister Amit
Shah's assurance that southern states will not
lose any parliamentary seats due to delimita-
tion, calling his statement "unreliable" and
"misleading".The CM suggested that Shah's
claim was either based on a "lack of accurate
information" or, more concerningly, a "deliber-
ate attempt to undermine" states such as
Karnataka, Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and
Andhra Pradesh.

Siddaramaiah Censures Shah s Remark

Photo Credit: PTI

Siddaramaiah Censures Shah’s Remark
Speaking at the party office in Coimbatore yes-
terday, Shah stated, "l want to reassure the peo-
ple of South India that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has kept your interest in mind and will
make sure that not even one seat is reduced.
And whatever increase is there, southern states
will get a fair share, there is no reason to doubt
this."Previous delimitation exercises used the
1971 census to ensure fairness and to acknowl-
edge the developmental efforts of southern
states.Questioning the criteria for the upcoming
delimitation process, Siddaramaiah urged the
central government to maintain the current sta-
tus.A statement from the Chief Minister's
Office included projections for changes in Lok
Sabha seats if based on 2021 or 2031 census
data:

Projected Seat Reductions in Southern States:

- Karnataka: 28 to 26

- Andhra Pradesh: 42 to 34

- Kerala: 20 to 12

- Tamil Nadu: 39 to 31

Projected Seat Increases in Northern States:

- Uttar Pradesh: 80 to 91

- Bihar: 40 to 50

- Madhya Pradesh: 29 to 33

Shah's reassurance came amidst a major meet-
ing on delimitation and its implications, con-
vened by Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK
Stalin.Southern states have expressed concerns
that a reduction in parliamentary representation
would weaken their influence in Parliament
while increasing the political weight of north-
ern states.Tamil Nadu Chief Minister and DMK
leader MK Stalin argued that his state would be
disadvantaged in the delimitation process due
to the successful implementation of family
planning programmes.Siddaramaiah accused
the central government of attempting to use
delimitation "as a tool to weaken the political
influence of southern states, which have resis-
ted BJP dominance".Discussions are already
underway among southern states to form a unit-
ed front, and a coordinated movement will soon
be launched to oppose what they consider an
unfair delimitation process.The Delimitation
Commission has been formed four times- in
1952, 1963, 1973, and 2002. However, no
delimitation took place following the 1981 and
1991 censuses. While delimitation occurred
after the 2001 census, it did not result in an
increase in the number of seats.In September
last year, Union Home Minister Amit Shah stat-
ed in the Lok Sabha that the census and delim-
itation process would be undertaken after the
2024 general election.
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Continuing its attack on the Centre on
Hindi imposition and the delimitation
issue, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK
Stalin on Friday urged people to "rise"
to defend the state in a fight against the
delimitation of constituencies and the
three-language policy.In a video mes-
sage, Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin said,
"Today, Tamil Nadu is confronting two
critical challenges - the battle for lan-
guage, which is our lifeline, and the
fight against delimitation, which is our
right. | earnestly urge you to convey the
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true essence of our
battle to the peo-
ple. Constituency
delimitation
directly impacts
our state's self-
respect, social
justice, and wel-
fare schemes for
the people. You
should take this
message to peo-
ple. Every indi-
vidual must rise
to defend our
state,"
Every Individual Must Rise To Defend
Our State Tamil Nadu CM Stalin On
Delimitation
In the last few days, a few states,
including Punjab, Telangana and
Karnataka, have expressed concerns
over the development."We are witness-
ing voice of solidarity rising from
Karnataka, Punjab, Telangana and
beyond. Faced with this resistance, the
Union Government insists that it is not
imposing its will upon us, yet all their
actions suggest otherwise. Their three-
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language policy has already resulted in
the withholding of our rightful
funds.Likewise, while they claim they
will not reduce Tamil Nadu's parlia-
mentary seats, they are unwilling to
assure that the representation of other
states will not be disproportionately
increased. Our demand is clear - do not
determine parliamentary constituencies
based on population alone...\We will
never compromise on Tamil Nadu's
welfare and future for anyone or any-
thing... Tamil Nadu will resist! Tamil
Nadu will prevail!..."Days ago, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah claimed that
South India will not even lose one seat.
"l want to reassure the people of South
India that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has kept your interest in mind and
will make sure that not even one seat is
reduced. And whatever increase is
there, southern states will get a fair
share, there is no reason to doubt this,"
the Union Home Minister said in
Coimbatore.On Wednesday, Karnataka
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah slammed
Shah's remarks on delimitation, calling
it "not trustworthy™ and "aimed at creat-
ing confusion in the southern states."
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A federal judge in San Francisco on
Thursday found that the mass firings of
probationary employees were likely
unlawful, granting temporary relief to a
coalition of labor unions and organiza-
tions that has sued to stop the Trump
administration's massive dismantling of
the federal workforce.US District Judge
William Alsup ordered the Office of
Personnel Management to inform cer-
tain federal agencies that it had no
authority to order the firings of proba-
tionary employees, including at the
Department of Defense."OPM does not
have any authority whatsoever, under
any statute in the history of the uni-
verse," to hire or fire any employees but
its own, Alsup said. The complaint filed
by five labour unions and five nonprofit
organizations is among multiple law-
suits pushing back on the administra-
tion's efforts to shrink a workforce that
Trump has called bloated and sloppy.
Thousands of probationary employees
have already been fired, and his admin-
istration is now aiming at career officials
with civil service protection. Lawyers
for the government agree that the office
has no authority to hire or fire employ-
ees in other agencies. But they said the
Office of Personnel Management asked
agencies to review and determine
whether employees on probation were
fit for continued employment. They also
said that probationary employees are not
guaranteed employment and that only
the highest performing and mission-crit-
ical employees should be hired.”l think
plaintiffs are conflating a request by
OPM with an order by OPM," said
Kelsey Helland, an assistant U.S. attor-
ney in court Thursday. Attorneys for the
coalition cheered the order, although it
does not mean that fired employees will
automatically be rehired or that future
firings will not occur."What it means in
practical effects is the agencies of the
federal government should hear the
court's warning that that order was
unlawful," said Danielle Leonard, an
attorney for the coalition, after the hear-
ing. "This ruling by Judge Alsup is an
important initial victory for patriotic
Americans across this country who were
illegally fired from their jobs by an
agency that had no authority to do so,"
said Everett Kelley, national president of
the American Federation of Government

Employees.\"These are rank-and-file
workers who joined the federal govern-
ment to make a difference in their com-
munities, only to be suddenly terminat-
ed due to this administration's disdain
for federal employees and desire to pri-
vatize their work." An email seeking
comment from the Office of Personnel
Management was not immediately
returned Thursday. Michelle Lo, an
assistant US attorney with the Departme
nt of Justice, declined to comm
ent.Alsup ordered the personnel office
to inform a limited number of federal
agencies represented by the five non-
profits that are plaintiffs in the lawsuit,
which include veterans, parks, small
businesses and defense. He seemed par-
ticularly troubled by firings expected at
the Department of Defense. He also
ordered the acting head of the personnel
office, Charles Ezell, to testify in court
about the nature of a Feb 13 phone call
in which agency heads were told to fire
probationary employees. "The agencies
could thumb their noses at OPM if they
wanted to if it's guidance, but if it's an
order, or cast as an order, the agencies
may think they have to comply,” he
said.Probationary employees say they
received a template email There are an
estimated 200,000 probationary workers
- generally employees who have less
than a year on the job - across federal
agencies. About 15,000 are employed in
California, providing services ranging
from fire prevention to veterans' care,
the complaint says. Elon Musk has led
the purge through the newly created
Department of Government Efficiency,
roiling the workforce with demands

including a Saturday email sent
through the personnel office
ordering workers to list five
things they did last week or risk
getting fired.The Office of
Personnel Management later
said that the edict was voluntary,
although workers could face
similar requests in the future.
The plaintiffs said in their com-
plaint that numerous agencies
informed workers that the per-
sonnel office had ordered the ter-
minations, with an order to use a
template e-mail informing work-
ers their firing was for perform-

ance reasons. Probati onary
employees of the National Scie nce
Foundation, for example, were told by
the foundation that it had decided to
retain its workers but was overruled by
the Office of Personnel Management,
according to the complaint.Unions have
recently struck out with two other feder-
al judges. A judge in Washington, DC,
last week denied a motion from unions
to temporarily block layoffs because he
found their complaint should be heard in
federal labour court. Earlier this month,
a judge in Massachusetts said unions
suing over a deferred resignation offer
weren't directly affected and so lacked
legal standing to challenge it. Alsup said
labour unions likely lack legal standing
to sue, but the nonprofit organizations
likely have cause because their members
will be denied government services
resulting from the loss of workers, such
as the enjoyment of parks, mental health
services for veterans and loans for small
businesses.Judge calls probationary
employees 'the lifeblood of our govern-
ment' He was appalled that probationary
employees were fired with a mark
against them for poor performance.
"Probationary employees are the lifeblo
od of our government,” he said, adding
that they are younger employees who
work their way up. Alsup, who was
appointed by President Bill Clinton, a
Democrat, has presided over many high-
profile cases and is known for his blunt
talk. He oversaw the criminal probation
of Pacific Gas & Electric, which he
called a " continuing menace to Californ
ia." The judge plans to issue a written
order. An evidentiary hearing is set for

March 13.
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It is established the fact that the man and
Nandamuri families went through too
much drama when Chandrababu Naidu
was arrested by Andhra Pradesh Police in
2023. Incidentally, Lokesh spoke about
this incident while addressing the public at
the  Maha  Shivaratri  celebration
today.Lokesh revealed about his transition
where he became a Shiv Bhakta after the
arrest of ChandraBabu Naidu, and the sub-
sequent troubles that followed.In my low-
est points in life, 1 have always felt the
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garu’s arrest on fabricated charges in 2023
marked a turning point in my life, and my
faith in Lord Shiva deepened. | realized
that, at times, | need to embody Shiva's
spirit, not just Rama's. Lord Shiva's pres-
ence, whether in thought or idol, fills me
with strength, Lokesh stated.The IT minis-
ter went on to reveal about how he even
has a lot, Siva idol in his office. “In my
office room, an idol of Lord Shiva watch-
es over me, and | commence my day’s
work with a Puja to him. His presence and

1 SATURDAY MARCH 2025

E@@é 2ij9e0

=" ROYALJOURNLISA

Hovv Nara Lokesh Became Sniv Bnakta After CBN'S Arrest?

during my 226-day, 3,132-kilometer
Yuvagalam padayatra, | felt Lord Shiva's
guiding hand at every stage and His bless-
ings helped me successfully complete my
endeavour. My Maha Shivaratri greetings
to all.” He stated.The arrest of Chandra
Babu Naidu was surely one of the most
traumatic experiences for the Nara family
and also Nara Lokesh. As confirmed by

- himself, he trusted in Lord Shiva during
- this experience and could gain courage

from devotion. This surely is one interest-

presence of Lord Shiva. Chandrababu

Pune Rape Accused Dattatray
Ramdas Gade Arrested

The Pune Crime Branch on Friday arrested Dattatray
Ramdas Gade, who is accused of raping a 26-year-old
woman inside a bus at Swargate bus station.According
to reports, the survivor, a working woman, was waiting
for a bus to return to Phaltan, about 100 km from Pune.
The accused allegedly deceived her by falsely claiming
that her bus was stationed elsewhere.In response to the
incident, Maharashtra Transport Minister Pratap
Sarnaik has directed an immediate security audit of all
bus stations and depots statewide. He has also mandat-
ed the removal of all unregistered buses and vehicles
seized by transport offices from bus stations by April
15. Pune (Maharashtra) bus rape case | The accused,
Dattatray Ramdas Gade, has been detained by a team of
Pune Crime Branch from a village in Shirur Tehsil of
Pune district. He has now been brought to a Police
Station here.Highlighting the increasing number of
female passengers, Sarnaik stressed the need for more
female security personnel at bus depots. Additionally,
he has instructed authorities to fill the vacant Chief
Security and Vigilance Officer post in the State
Transport Corporation with an Indian Police Service
(IPS) officer.The rape incident sparked public outrage,
with members of the Sharad Pawar-led NCP-SCP stag-
ing a protest at the Swargate bus depot on Thursday.
Protesters demanded strict action, including capital pun-
ishment for the accused, and called for enhanced safety
measures for women at public transport
hubs.Meanwhile, Minister Sarnaik has also ordered a
departmental inquiry against the Assistant Transport
Superintendent and the Bus Depot Manager of Swargate
Bus Depot, holding them accountable for the lapses that
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A five-year-old girl was allegedly raped by her neighbour in
Shivpuri, Madhya Pradesh, and left with serious bite marks
on her face and private areas, requiring a reported 28 stitch-
es.The young girl is currently fighting for her life in the
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) at Kamala Raja Hospital in
Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh, as reported by the Times of
India. The assault is said to have taken place on February 22
when the girl's 17-and-a-half-year-old neighbour, allegedly
drunk at the time, enticed her from the rooftop of her home
to a nearby abandoned house.At this deserted location, the
teenager reportedly sexually assaulted her and repeatedly
smashed her head against a wall, according to the Times of
India.The girl was discovered unconscious, but shared the
ordeal after gaining consciousness. She said that the accused
carried her in his arms and did "terrible things".The victim's
family has called for the accused to face severe justice,
insisting he should either be hanged or "shot at the cross-
roads", the report stated. It added that the five-year-old was
seen by her younger brother and other children, who also
spotted the accused.The suspect allegedly ran off when he
heard the children screaming, abandoning the girl in the
derelict house. Her parents found her lying in a pool of blood
after searching for two hours.Police have arrested the
accused, who is being treated as a juvenile offender, the
report noted.The incident sparked outrage, leading to a
demonstration on Monday when members of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), Congress, and local residents gathered at
the Shivpuri Collectorate.The protesters handed over a
memorandum to the collector and superintendent of police,
urging that the death penalty be imposed on the accused.
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an effort to tackle the escalating dr*ug
peddling and trafficking issues in
Andhra Pradesh, the NDA govern-
ment has initiated stringent measures,
indicating a significant shift in policy
from previous administrations. The
Telugu Desam Party, now in power,
had pledged to address the rampant
drug problems that plagued the state
during the tenure of the YSR
Congress government. Fulfilling this
promise, the government has intro-
duced a new regulation under the
NDPS law, specifically targeting
dr*ug dealers and repeat offenders
with stricter penalties.The newly
implemented NDPS law mandates a
jail term of one year for repeat offend-
ers involved in dr*ug dealing activi-
ties. This move represents a deter-
mined effort by the government to
clamp down on the cycle of arrest and
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bail that allowed
dru*g peddlers to
continue their activi-
ties with little to no
repercussions.
Previously, individu-
als arrested for dr*ug
peddling could easily
obtain bail and return
to their illegal activi-
ties, a loophole that
the current adminis-
tration aims to close
with its latest legal
framework.

Enhanced Legal Measures to
Combat Dr*ug Trafficking
Previously, the enforcement against
dr*ug trafficking in Andhra Pradesh
was criticized for being too lenient, as
those apprehended for such crimes
were often quickly released. The
introduction of the PIT NDPS Act sig-
nifies a tougher stance on this issue,
ensuring that anyone caught in dr*ug
peddling cases will now face a
mandatory one-year imprisonment.
This stringent action is part of a
broader strategy to eradicate the anti-
social elements associated with drug
trafficking.The efforts of the NDA
government have been met with a
positive response from the public, as
there is a noticeable decrease in dr*ug
consumption and procurement in the
state since they assumed power. This
decline reflects the effectiveness of
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Adam Mosseri, the head of the
widely used image-centric
social platform Instagram, has
hinted at the possibility of
introducing a separate applica-
tion dedicated to Instagram
Reels, its popular short-form
video segment. This
announcement was made to
his team, indicating a strategic
move by the Meta-owned enti-
ty. By potentially launching an
exclusive app for Reels, Instagram
could be positioning itself to
directly compete with TikTok,
especially amidst the latter's uncer-
tain situation in the United
States.Instagram's Reels are
known for their significant role in
boosting sales across social media
platforms, making them a vital
feature for the company. The
development of a dedicated Reels
app seems to be Meta's strategy to

capitalize on TikTok's current
challenges in the U.S. market.
Experts believe that Instagram
aims to offer a video-scrolling
experience similar to TikTok,
which could attract users seeking
comparable functionalities.In
response to inquiries, Meta chose
not to comment on the matter, as
per Reuters. This silence follows a
pattern of Meta's ventures into
video-centric applications aimed at

ing revelation by the IT minister.
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the new policies and the government's
proactive measures in combating
dr*ug-related issues. However, the
authorities remain vigilant, continu-
ing to enforce strict regulations to fur-
ther diminish the dr*ug trafficking
menace.

Public and Governmental
Response to New Dr*ug Policies
The adoption of such rigorous laws
underscores the government's com-
mitment to eradicating the dr*ug
menace that has long plagued Andhra
Pradesh. It is a clear indication that
the current administration is taking
the concerns raised by the opposition
parties seriously and is willing to
employ decisive actions to tackle the
problem. The initiative to impose
harsher penalties on offenders high-
lights a significant departure from
previous practices, aiming to deliver a
strong message to those involved in
the drug trade.In conclusion, the NDA
government's introduction of the new
NDPS law represents a pivotal mome
nt in Andhra Pradesh's fight against
dr*ug trafficking. By targeting repeat
offenders with harsher penalties, the
state is taking a firm stand against a
problem that affects not only the indi-
viduals involved but society at large.
This approach is a testament to the
government's resolve to ensure the
safety and well-being of its citizens,
showcasing a dedicated effort to clean
se the state of illicit dr*ug activities.
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encroaching upon the user
bases of its competitors.
Earlier, in January, Meta
announced the creation of
Edits, a new video-editing
application. This move
appeared to target CapCut
users, a video-editing software
developed by ByteDance,
TikTok's parent
company.Meta's history of
experimenting with video-shar-
ing platforms is notable. In 2018,
the company launched Lasso, a
standalone video-sharing app
designed to rival TikTok. Despite
its ambition, Lasso failed to cap-
ture a significant audience and was
eventually discontinued. This past
effort reflects Meta's ongoing
interest in dominating the short-
video market, with the potential
Reels app being its latest attempt
to challenge TikTok's dominance.
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