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The Enforcement Directorate
has summoned RJD president
and former Bihar chief minis-
ter Lalu Prasad, his wife
Rabri Devi and son Tej Pratap
Yadav for questioning in the
land-for-jobs money launder-
ing case, official sources said
on Tuesday.While Prasad, 76,
has been asked to depose
before the federal probe
agency in  Patna on
Wednesday, his kin have been
asked to appear on Tuesday.
The statements of the three
are to be recorded under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), the
sources said.The sources,
however, said that Prasad and
his family members may not

s Ll s, KinFr Qs

appear before the
agency. Prasad and
™ his younger son
‘,hi Tejashwi  Yadav
) have been ques-
tioned by the ED in
this case earlier.
Last year, the ED
filed a chargesheet
in the case against
Prasad's family

members before a
Delhi court, naming Rabri
Devi and their daughters
Misa Bharti and Hema Yadav
as accused apart from some
others.The probe pertains to
the allegation that Prasad,
during his tenure as the rail-
way minister in the UPA-1
government at the Centre,
indulged in corruption for the
appointment of group D sub-
stitutes in Indian Railways
during 2004-2009. According
to a Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) FIR, the
candidates were told to
"transfer land as a bribe" in
return for jobs in the rail-
ways, the ED said in a state-
ment earlier. The money
laundering case is based on
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the CBI complaint."The fam-
ily members of Lalu Prasad -
- Rabri Devi, Misa Bharti and
Hema Yadav -- who were
made accused in the ED
chargesheet, received land
parcel(s) from the family of
candidates (who were select-
ed as group D substitutes in
Indian Railways) for nominal
amounts. "Hridyanand Chaud
hary, another accused named
in the chargesheet, is a former
employee in the gaushala of
Rabri Devi who had acquired
property from one of the can-
didates and later transferred
the same to Hema Yadav," the
ED has said.Firms like A K
Infosystems Private Limited
and A B Exports Pvt. Ltd.
were  "shell" companies
which received proceeds of
crime for Prasad's family
members, the agency said,
adding that immovable prop-
erties were acquired in the
name of the said companies
by "front men". Later, the ED
claimed, shares were trans-
ferred to Prasad's family
members  for  nominal
amounts.

Bangladesh Slams US Spy Chief Gaooara's
Remarks On Minority Persectition

The interim government
of Professor Muhammad
Yunus refuted US
National Intellig ence
Director Tulsi Gab
bard's remarks on the
alleged persecution of
minority communities in
Bangladesh saying her
comments were "not

public figures should
base their state-
ments, especially
about the most sen-
sitive issues, on
actual knowledge
and take care not to
reinforce harmful
stereotypes, to fan
fears and potentially

based on any evidence or
specific allegations™."They
(Ga bbard's comments) paint
an entire nation with a broad
and unjustified brush," the
chief adviser's office said on
a verified Facebook post at
around midnight Monday. It
said Gabbard's statement in
an Indian TV channel was
"misleading and damaging to
the image and reputation of
Bangladesh, a nation whose
traditional practice of Islam
has been famously inclusive
and peaceful and that has
made remarkable strides in
its fight against extremism
and terrorism™.The US spy
chief, now in India, earlier
on Monday said the "long-
time unfortunate persecution,
killing, and abuse of reli-
gious minorities like Hindus,
Buddhists, Christians, and
others has been a major area
of concern for the US gov-
ernment and President
Trump and his administra-
tion." In an interview with
the TV channel, Gabbard

alleged "persecution and
killing" of religio us minori-
ties in Bangladesh and that
"the threat of Islamic terror-
ists" in the country was
"rooted" in the "ideology and

objective" to "rule and gov-
ern with an Islamist
caliphate". She said, "The
talks are just beginning
between President Trump's
new cabinet coming in and
the Government of Bangla
desh, but this continues to
remain a central focus area
of concern™. But the chief
adviser's office said ground-
lessly linking Bangl adesh to
the idea of an "Islamist
caliphate" undermined the
hard work of countless
Bangladeshis and their
friends and partners around
the world who were commit-
ted to peace, stability, and
progress.lt said Bangla desh
"strongly condemns any
efforts to link the country to
any form of "lIslamist calip
hate™'. "Political leaders and

even stoke sectarian
tensions," Yunus's office
said.Gabbard, who arrived in
New Delhi on Sunday on a
three-day visit, spoke about
the ideology of an "lIslamic
Caliphate" and how extrem-
ist elements and terror
groups globally aim for such
an outcome. The Chief
Adviser's office, however,
said Bangladesh, like many
countries around the world,
faced challenges of extrem-
ism, "but it has continuously
worked in partnership with
the international community,
including the US, to address
these issues through law
enforcement, social reforms,
and other counterterrorism
efforts"."In support of our
shared global efforts to com-
bat extremism and terrorism,
the Interim Government of
Bangladesh remains commit-
ted to engaging in construc-
tive dialogue based on facts
and on respect for the sover-
eignty and security of all
nations," the statement read.
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Western Ralway Tontens Sefey With New Crowd
Control Measures: Check The New Guicelings

In a bid to prevent crowding and ensure safe-
ty, Western Railway (WR) has devised an
extensive plan, summarised in over 10
W pages, detailing measures for crowd control
. at railway stations, according to a report by
oy Hindustan Times (HT). The guidelines,

. which aim to improve crowd management
¥ and prevent untoward incidents, were
announced following the recent stampede in Delhi and heavy crowding
during past festivals at stations like Bandra Terminus, Surat, and Udhna.On
March 17, Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw discussed these
measures in the Rajya Sabha, outlining the steps Indian Railways is taking
to ensure safety. The plan includes the creation of additional infrastructure,
holding areas, and the suspension of platform ticket sales, alongside strict
entry and exit control points.The guidelines identify nine crucial aspects
that need to be addressed to handle emergency situations effectively. These
include the deployment of railway staff and police forces, such as the
Railway Protection Force (RPF) and Government Railway Police (GRP),
to oversee ticket counters, platforms, waiting rooms, and foot-over bridges
(FOBs). They will be stationed at strategic points to monitor crowds and
manage movement.Another key aspect of the plan is the establishment of
holding areas, which are designed to accommodate up to 3,000 passengers
at a time. These areas will be equipped with seating, lighting, fans, drink-
ing water, and public address systems to direct the crowd. Automatic tick-
et vending machines (ATVMs) and ticket counters may also be set up in
these zones.According to a WR official, passengers will be directed to
these holding areas based on train schedules and crowd estimates. Ticket
sales will be monitored closely, with reports sent to senior officials if there
is a sudden increase in demand for a particular destination. The idea is to
adjust measures proactively to handle potential large crowds. The plan also
includes avoiding changes to platforms for arriving trains to minimise con-
fusion.To further manage crowding, more ticket windows will be kept
open during peak times, and it will be ensured that all ATVMs are func-
tioning properly. Additionally, the sale of platform tickets will be suspend-
ed during festivals and holidays, as was the case during Holi from March
12 to 16 at stations like Mumbai Central, Bandra Terminus, Vapi, Valsad,
Udhna, and Surat.In response to incidents like the stampede at Bandra
Terminus last October, WR authorities have proposed that passengers
gueue under the supervision of security personnel when trains reverse into
stations. This measure aims to prevent accidents and ensure passengers can
board safely.A WR official explained that these guidelines are essential for
better planning and management during peak times, ensuring the safety
and comfort of passengers gt all times.

Heartoreaking: Tragic Accident
InUSKIls 3 Telangana People
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..The Indian communlty and partlcularly the Telugu population trav-
el to the United States with great aspirations and hopes to go further
ahead in their careers. However, there are vocational incidents that
put these lives to a tragic and unforeseen end.The same has happened
with a Telugu family that has been staying in the United States, which
has now succumbed to a tragic accident.A devastating car accident in
Florida, USA, resulted in the deaths of three Telugu individuals. The
victims were identified as Praneetha Reddy, her son Harveen, and
Sunitha, all of them being natives of Telangana. Reportedly, the crash
occurred when their vehicle lost control and overturned, leading to
their immediate demise.Praneetha’s husband, Rohith Reddy, who was
behind the wheel at the time of the accident, along with their younger
son, survived with minor injuries, while Praneetha and Harveen
passed awayPraneetha Reddy was originally from Tekulapalli village
in Kondurg Mandal, Ranga Reddy district, Telangana. She was mar-
ried to Rohith Reddy from Siddipet, and the family had been residing
in the US. The incident has left their hometown in deep sorrow, as
residents mourn the tragic loss of their community members.The vil-
lagers and family and friends of the affected family are inconsolable
here in Telangana as they’re unable to bear this tragic news.




...In an assertive stance against the pro-
motion of betting culture, the Telangana
government has launched a vigorous
campaign, spearheaded by esteemed IPS
officer Sajjanar. Known for his public-
focused approach, Sajjanar has initiated
legal actions against individuals using
their social media platforms to encour-
age betting activities. This crackdown
has already seen popular figures like
YouTubers Bayya Sunny Yadav and
Harsha Sai facing charges laid by the
Telangana police for their involvement
in promoting betting applications.The
Punjagutta police have further expanded
this crackdown, booking 11 more social
media influencers for similar offenses.
Among those implicated are well-known
personalities such as anchor Shyamala,
Vishnupriya, Supritha, Ritu Chaudhary,
Harshasai, Tasty Teja, Pareshan Boys
Imran, Kiran Goud, Ajay, Sunny, and
Sudheer. These individuals find them-
selves accused under Sections 318(4) of
the BNS, alongside Sections 3, 3(A),
and 4 of the Telangana State Gaming
Act, and Section 66D of the IT Act,
2008. This legal action underscores the
Telangana government's commitment to
eradicating the promotion of gambling
through social media.The onset of this
legal battle against betting promotions
on social media platforms stems from
the influencers' assertions of earning
significant money through gambling.
Such claims have had a detrimental
effect on the public, enticing many to
partake in gambling, thereby risking
financial stability and well-being. The
government's response to this issue has
been swift and decisive, aiming to curb
the influence of betting culture among
the masses.This campaign against bet-
ting is a commendable move by the
Telangana government, showcasing their
dedication to safeguarding public inter-
ests. The legal repercussions faced by
the influencers serve as a stern warning
to others about the serious consequences
of promoting gambling. As the authori-
ties proceed with their actions, it's clear
that the drive to dissuade betting is gain-
ing momentum, reflecting the govern-
ment's firm stance on preserving societal
values against the perils of gambling.

2060 19 - 3 - 2025

19 WEDNESDAY MARCH 2025

.ﬁo?fabé 2ij9e0

e —ROYALJOURNLISA

US Customs Under Scrutiny for Targeting
Indian E\der\y Green Card Holders

In

recent developments, the US
Customs has been scrutinized for its
harsh treatment of Indian elderly cit-
izens at airports, compelling them to
relinquish their Green Cards under
duress. This practice has raised con-
cerns among legal circles, highlight-
ing a significant overreach by
Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) officers. Legal professionals
emphasize that the authority to
revoke a Green Card lies solely with
an immigration judge, not with CBP
personnel at the airport, suggesting a
misuse of power targeting vulnerable
seniors. The issue extends beyond
mere procedural misconduct. A pre-
vailing advisory among the Indian
community, especially for Green
Card holders, is to remain within the

tIfl
In an extraordinary leap in medical

science, a titanium metal heart,
known as the Byocor artificial

heart, has been offering new hope #

to individuals with severe heart
conditions. Remarkably, this device |

has successfully sustained a per- ©
son's life for more than 100 days
without the need for a human heart ” -

transplant immediately. This inno-

vation emerges as a beacon of hope,

especially when the availability of

donor hearts remains scarce and the
need for such organs far exceeds the
supply.The Byocor artificial heart
represents a significant breakthrough,
providing an interim solution for
patients awaiting heart transplants.
Typically, the only recourse for a fail-
ing heart has been a transplant.
However, the scarcity of donor hearts
makes it a challenging prospect. This
technological marvel has been
implanted in six individuals world-
wide, demonstrating its potential to
bridge the gap until a donor becomes
available. Notably, a 40-year-old
Australian became the pioneer to live
outside a hospital environment for
over a month with this artificial
heart.This device, crafted to mimic
the human heart's function, was
developed by Australian researcher
Daniel Timms in response to his
father's severe heart attack in 2001.
Drawing inspiration from his father's
profession as a plumber, Timms
embarked on this innovative journey
by utilizing pipes and valves from a

hardwarﬁstore. His dedication (Hﬁ

US for at least six months at
a stretch or secure explicit
- approval for overseas travel.
Unfortunately, under the pre-
vailing administrative cli-
mate, obtaining such permis-
sions is increasingly chal-
lenging. This situation has
led to a concerning trend
where many Indians are sur-
! rendering their Green Cards,
driven by the stringent
adherence to the six-month
residency rule and the fear of unwar-
ranted scrutiny upon their
return.Also, the predicament for
Green Card holders is exacerbated
when they spend time outside the
US. While the law identifies
absences of more than 180 days as
potential grounds for the abandon-
ment of residency status, recent
enforcement actions have cast a
wider net, impacting even those who
have been away for shorter periods.
It's crucial for Green Card holders to
be vigilant and informed about their
rights and the current policies to
navigate these trying times effective-
ly."Holders of the Green Card must
stay in the US for a minimum of six
months, or obtain approval before
leaving the country.” However,

H

-

24 years has culminated in the cre-
ation of the Byocor, which has under-
gone successful animal testing and is
now in human trials.The artificial
heart's design is a marvel of engineer-
ing, featuring a single rotor that uses
magnetic forces to float and rotate
continuously, ensuring smooth and
uninterrupted blood flow. Weighing
just 650 grams, it can be accommo-
dated within the chests of adults and
children as young as 12 years.
Importantly, the device is equipped
with a smart controller that adjusts
blood flow based on the patient's
physical activity, enhancing its func-
tionality and longevity. The implanta-
tion of the Byocor heart in the
Australian patient marked a historic
moment, allowing him to return home
and lead a relatively normal life for
105 days. This period provided
invaluable insights into how patients
adapt to such a device outside the
clinical setting. Impressively, the arti-
ficial heart functioned effectively
without constant medical supervision,

and potential as a life-saving

o tool.Paul Janz, who led the
\ surgical team, emphasized the
N significance of this develop-
R ment, stating, "This device is

securing such approval has become
an uphill battle with the current gov-
ernment's stringent policies. This has
resulted in an increasing number of
Indians relinquishing their Green
Cards, a move that legal experts
argue could be avoided with better
awareness and preparation.Given the
current climate, it's advisable for
Indian Green Card holders to limit
international travel until the situation
stabilizes. The targeted approach
towards the elderly and the stringent
enforcement of residency require-
ments underscore a broader issue of
policy interpretation and enforce-
ment that could have lasting implica-
tions for immigrants.In conclusion,
the recent actions by the US
Customs, particularly the targeting of
Indian elderly and the stringent
enforcement of residency rules for
Green Card holders, call for a
reassessment of travel plans and a
deeper understanding of one's rights.
Legal advice stresses the importance
of not succumbing to pressure at air-
ports and reminds that only an immi-
gration judge has the power to
revoke a Green Card. Amidst these
challenges, it remains crucial for the
Indian community to stay informed
and prepared.

el

a testament to its reliability

paving the way for a new his-
tory in heart transplant sur-
gery." The success of these
implantations underscores the
potential of the Byocor artifi-
cial heart to serve as an alter-
native for those lacking donor
options or unwilling to endure the
lengthy wait for a tran
splant.Currently, the Byocor artificial
heart is not commercially available
but shows promise in experimental
trials. With an estimated 50,000 peo-
ple requiring heart transplants annu-
ally worldwide and less than 6,000
receiving them, the demand for an
alternative solution is urgent. This
titanium heart offers a glimmer of
hope to those in dire need, potentially
revolutionizing the approach to treat-
ing severe heart conditions.In conclu-
sion, the development and successful
implantation of the Byocor artificial
heart mark a significant milestone in
medical science. It not only extends
the lives of those with failing hearts
but also represents a substantial
advance in the quest for viable alter-
natives to heart transplants. As this
technology progresses, it holds the
potential to save thousands of lives,
offering a lifeline to those awaiting a
donor heart.
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