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Tamil Naou CM Stalin Turns

In a post on X, PM Modi said, "Birthday
greetings to Tamil Nadu CM Thiru MK
Stalin. May he lead a long and healthy
life.Stalin marked his 72nd birthday by
paying floral tributes to DMK founder and
former CM CN Annadurai at the Anna
Memorial at Marina Beach. The Chief
Minister distributed chocolates to school
children at Chennai's Muthamizharignar
Dr. Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi Memorial,
the Department of Information and Public
Relations said.Many of his alliance part-
ners and well-wishers have sent their wish-
es to Stalin. Notably, actor and Makkal
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Needhi Maiam President met Stalin and
wished him good health. In a post, he
wrote, "I met my dear friend, the
Honorable Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu,
the President of the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam, and my dear friend Mr. M.K.
Stalin in person today, wishing him good
health, a long life, and a long service to the
people."Praising the DMK's stand on the
Hindi imposition, Haasan wrote, "At a

time when the people of Tamil Nadu, the
Tamil language, and Tamil culture are fac-
ing various pressures, Mr. Stalin, like his
predecessors, has emerged as a bulwark to
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protect Tamil Nadu. | congratulate him
with joy. Long live the people!"Senior
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi wished,
"Wishing a very happy birthday to my
brother and Tamil Nadu Chief Minister,
Thiru @mkstalin. We continue to stand
together in our commitment to preserve
India's rich diversity, federal structure, and
Constitutional values. May you have good
health and continued success in serving the
people of Tamil Nadu."On the political
front, he has taken a firm stand on the New
Education Policy (NEP) of 2020 express-
ing concern over the "three-language for-
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mula" and targeted the Centre over the
Hindi imposition.In a video message,
Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin said, "Today,
Tamil Nadu is confronting two critical
challenges - the battle for language, which
is our lifeline, and the fight against delim-
itation, which is our right. | earnestly urge
you to convey the true essence of our bat-
tle to the people. Constituency delimita-
tion directly impacts our state's self-
respect, social justice, and welfare
schemes for the people. You should take
this message to people. Every individual
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...In a tragic incident on the morning of February
28, 2025, an avalanche struck a Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) labour camp in the Mana
area of Joshimath, Uttarakhand, burying 57 work-
ers under snow and debris. The camp, located
between Mana and Badrinath, was hit at around
7:15 am, trapping the workers inside eight con-
tainers and one shed.Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh confirmed the disaster, stating, "An unfor-
tunate avalanche has occurred in the Mana area of
Joshimath today, impacting the GREF camp of
BRO." He added that he had spoken to
Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
about the situation and assured that the adminis-
tration was providing all possible assistance to the
affected. Rescue efforts by local Army units are
also underway, with all available resources being
utilised to save the trapped personnel.Avalanche
Hits BRO Camp in Uttarakhand Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh Speaks To Uttarakhand CM The
Indian Army's swift response teams, comprising
over 100 personnel from the Ibex Brigade, were
immediately mobilised. Equipped with doctors,
ambulances, and plant equipment, the teams
worked tirelessly in challenging conditions. By
11:50 am, they had located five containers and
successfully rescued 10 individuals, all of whom
were alive. However, four of the rescued workers
are reported to be in critical condition and have
been rushed for medical treatment.Search opera-
tions are ongoing for the remaining three contain-
ers, with rescue teams determined to locate and
save the trapped individuals. Heavy snowfall in
the region has hampered efforts, but the BRO is
working to clear the road between Joshimath and
Mana to ensure smooth movement of rescue
teams and medical resources. Additional medical
support from Joshimath is being mobilised to
assist in the operation.Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami held an emergency meeting
with top officials at the State Disaster Control
Room to review the progress of the rescue opera-
tion. Meanwhile, Union Home Minister Amit
Shah spoke to the Directors General of the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) and the National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF) to coordinate
efforts and ensure all necessary resources are
deployed.
-1l

The

crescent moon marking the start of
the holy month of Ramzan 1446 AH
(2025) was sighted in Saudi Arabia
on the evening of Friday, February
28. The Kingdom's moon sighting
committee has confirmed that the
first fast of Ramzan will be observed
on Saturday, March 1, while
Taraweeh prayers will commence on
Friday, February 28, after Isha
prayers.Also known as Ramzan,
Ramazan, or Ramzaan, Ramadan is
one of the five pillars of Islam-a
period of spiritual reflection, self-dis-
cipline, and acts of kindness. During

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
Friday directed the Delhi Police to
take stringent action against the
networks that help illegal
Bangladeshis and Rohingyas
entering India, saying it is an issue
of national security and should be
dealt with strictly. Chairing a
meeting to review the national
capital's law-and-order situation,
he said strict action should also be
taken against police stations and
sub-divisions that consistently

Police To Take Action Against
Networks Helping Illegal
Bangladeshis Rohingyas Shah said it
should be the Delhi Police's priority
to eliminate interstate gangs in the
city ruthlessly. Action must be taken
with "top to bottom and bottom to top
approach” in narcotics cases, and
such drug networks should be dis-
mantled, he said."Strict action should
be taken against the entire network
that helps Bangladeshi and Rohingya
intruders enter the country, get their
documents made and facilitate their
stay here. The issue of illegal intrud-

Ramaoan Moon

perform poorly.Shah Asks Delhi G«

this sacred month,
Muslims fast from
dawn to sunset,
abstaining from food,
. drink, smoking, nega-
tive thoughts, and
marital relations
while dedicating
themselves to prayer,
| charity, and self-
purification.Ramadan
= Moon Sighting 2025
=Y In India Crescent
Moon Sighting Updates
from Across the CountryMoon
Sighting in Saudi Arabia and Other
RegionsThe crescent moon has been
sighted in Saudi Arabia. Therefore,
Ramadan 1446 will begin tonight.
Moon Sighting Updates from Around
the World
The crescent moon of Ramadan 2025
has been sighted in Indonesia, con-
firming that the holy month will
begin on Saturday, March 1, 2025.
Muslims will commence fasting
tomorrow, with Taraweeh (special
night prayers) starting tonight.
Crescent not sighted in Philippines

ah Asks DelhiPolice To Take Ack
Networks Helping [1legal Banglaoeshis, Roningyas
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ers is also related to national security,
and it should be dealt with strictly.
They should be identified and deport-
ed," he told the meeting.The meeting
was also attended by Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta, Delhi's Home
Minister Ashish Sood, Delhi Police
Commissioner Sanjay Arora and
other senior officials. Referring to the
BJP winning the Delhi assembly polls
this time after a gap of over 26 years,
the Union home minister asserted that
the double-engine government in
Delhi will work with double speed for
a developed and safe capital as
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must rise to defend our state," .
The Bangsamoro Grand Mufti
announced that the crescent moon
was not sighted and that the start of
Ramadan fasting will be on Sunday,
March 2, 2025.
Ramadan begins in New Zealand
Ramadan has officially begun in
New Zealand after the moon was
sighted today.Malaysia announced
that Sunday, March 2, will mark the
first day of the holy month of
Ramadan.Muslims in India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Afghanistan
and other South Asian countries typi-
cally sight the crescent moon a day
later than Saudi Arabia, depending
on local observations. However, in a
rare occurrence this year, Muslims
worldwide are expected to sight the
new moon of Ramadan on the same
night.If the crescent moon is sighted
on Friday evening, February 28,
2025, taraweeh prayers will com-
mence that night, and fasting will
begin on Saturday, March 1, 2025. If
the moon remains unseen, Ramadan
will begin on Sunday, March 2,
2025, following the completion of
the Islamic month of Shaban.

on Against

expected by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. He made it
clear that permission from
Delhi Police will not be
required in matters related to
construction and for quick dis-
posal of the 2020 riots
cases.The Delhi government
should appoint special prosecu-
tors so that these cases can be
disposed of soon, Shah
said."The Delhi Police should
start the recruitment process for
additional posts soon. DCP-

level officers should visit police
stations, organise public hearing
camps and solve their problems," he
said. The Union home minister said
new security committees should be
formed in JJ clusters for the safety of
women and children there.The Delhi
Police should identify the places wit-
nessing traffic jams daily, Shah said,
adding the Delhi police commissioner
and chief secretary should meet and
find a quick solution to this. He also
asked the Delhi government to pre-
pare a 'Monsoon Action Plan' to deal
with water-logging.
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AN unexpected avalanche occurred in the
Mana village of Uttarakhand's Chamoli dis-
trict, near the India-Tibet border, engulfing
57 workers engaged in road construction.
This incident took place merely 3 km from
the sacred site of Badrinath Dham. The
Immediate aftermath saw the successful res-
cue of 10 individuals, who were then taken
In critical condition to a nearby army camp
for further medical attention. The operation
to find and rescue the remaining workers is
ongoing.The workers found themselves in
peril close to a Border Roads Organisation
(BRO) camp when the avalanche struck. In
response, BRO Executive Engineer CR
Meena mentioned that despite the swift dis-
patch of three to four ambulances to the dis-
aster site, the rescue efforts faced obstacles
due to heavy snowfall. This adverse weath-
er condition has hindered the timely reach of
emergency assistance to the affected
area.Several rescue and response teams,
including the State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF), National Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), district administration, Indo-
Tibetan Border Police (ITBP), and BRO
personnel, are actively involved at the site.
Their combined efforts aim to expedite the
search and rescue operation, hoping to find
survivors among the buried workers.The
India Meteorological Department (IMD)
had previously issued an orange alert for
various mountainous regions, including
Uttarakhand, warning of extremely heavy
rainfall that could reach up to 20 cm until
late Friday night. This heavy rain forecasted
by the IMD is expected to cause localised
flooding, waterlogging in low-lying areas,
and the potential closure of underpasses,
predominantly in  urban  settings.
Additionally, it may lead to a reduction in
visibility during heavy downpours, longer
travel times due to traffic disruptions, and
minor damage to unpaved roads.The IMD's
alert also emphasized the possibility of
thunderstorms accompanied by lightning,
hail, and gusty winds reaching speeds of 30-
40 kmph across Haryana and West Uttar
Pradesh. Punjab is expected to experience
heavy rainfall of up to 12 cm, while
Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand are pre-
dicted to face very heavy rainfall of up to 20
cm until the late hours of 28th February
2025. Such adverse weather conditions
underscore the challenges faced by the res-
cue teams working tirelessly to save the
trapped workers.In conclusion, the tragic
avalanche in Uttarakhand's Mana village
has sparked a large-scale rescue operation,
with multiple agencies working together to
address the catastrophe. As the efforts con-
tinue, the focus remains on rescuing the
remaining workers and providing necessary
medical care to those affected. The incident
highlights the risks faced by individuals
working in vulnerable mountainous terrains,
especially during extreme weather events
forecasted by the IMD.
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The White House has welcomed a new
president in the form of Donald J
Trump who started his new administra-
tion on a very interesting note with sev-
eral operational reforms. On top of that,
he had been actively working out the
peace situation with other global coun-
tries, and here is one such interesting
update on this.Last night, Trump called
Ukraine, president Zelensky for a
peace meeting at the White House and
sat down with him for an extended con-
versation. However, things went out of
track very quickly after Trump and
Zelensky got into a public confronta-
tion.It was later communicated that the
United States president had actually
kicked out the Ukraine president over
this public fallout. He reportedly asked
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is known that Andhra Pradesh deputy
chief minister Pawan Kalyan had been
carrying a strong Sanatan Dharma nar-
rative for the last few months. He took
it up a notch with his recent visit to
the Maha Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj,
and he has now shared an emotional
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Delta Airlines recently found
itself in a predicament that has
caught widespread attention.
The airline was compelled to
switch to a smaller aircraft due
to a technical snag on a flight
traveling from Seattle to Palm
Springs. This change resulted
in a scarcity of seats, necessi-
tating the airline to request vol- ]
unteers to give up their seats in ===
exchange for compensation. &
This situation is not uncom-
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the Ukraine president to Ieave
the White House |mmed|ately
and later put the US financial
aid program to Ukraine on hold
and asked for a review on the
same.On this matter, Trump
later, tweeted "We had a very
meaningful meeting in the
White House today. Much was
learned that could never be
understood without conversa-
tion under such fire and pres-
sure. It's amazing what comes r
out through emotion, and | have “*

determined that President Zelensky is
not ready for Peace if America is
involved, because he feels our involve-
ment gives him a big advantage in
negotiations.l don't want advantage, |

Kalian Revedl

story about the same on
social media.When | was
about 16-17 years old, |
read Yogi's autobiography
and heard the word Kumbh
Mela for the first time,
then after that | read about
~ it in magazines and since
| then | wanted to experi-
| ence it, to be a part of it!
After so many years, this
time I went to Kumbh
Mela! And it was such an
experience that it is diffi-
cult for me to describe in words, it
was a very soulful experience, such an
experience that was full of Sanatan,
full of Indianness, Pawan Kalyan stat-
ed on this matter.Bathing in Prayagraj,
the confluence of holy rivers, has a
great astronomical significance in
itself! Therefore, taking a dip in the
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want PEACE. He disrespected the
United States of America in its cher-
ished Oval Office. He can come back
when he is ready for Peace.” Trump
tweeted later.

K

confluence was a different flow of
consciousness for me!Coming to the
statistics and numerical regarding the
holy Maha Kumbh Mela, Pawan noted
that “65 crore people took a dip here,
which is almost 90% (ninety percent)
of Europe in itself, inviting so many
people at one place, making arrange-
ments for their food, drink, accommo-
dation is an achievement in itself!
Undoubtedly, the credit for this goes
to the Uttar Pradesh administration's
hard work of so many months, day
and night.”It is very much clear that
this year’s Maha Kumbh Mela visit
was a very emotionally charging expe-
rience for Pawan Kalyan, and the
same can be understood from his
tweet now. He further appreciated the
government of Uttar Pradesh and
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath for the
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with passengers. Some travel-
ers view these situations as
lucrative opportunities,
choosing to capitalize on the
chance to receive financial
compensation in exchange for
some inconvenience.This
incident not only kept Delta's
reputation intact among its
customers but also threw light
on the broader practices with-
_ inthe airline industry. While it
" managed to resolve the imme-

mon in the airline industry,
especially  when  flights
become overbooked or there's
a need to swap planes.A pas-
senger narrated their experience on
Reddit, revealing how Delta Airlines
initially offered a sum of $1,000 (about
?87,000) coupled with a hotel voucher
to passengers willing to postpone their
journey. As some passengers held their
ground, refusing the initial offer, the
airline was prompted to escalate the
compensation amount. In a turn of
events that highlighted the airline's
increasing desperation, offers surged to
$2,200 (roughly ?1.83 lakh) and even
$2,500 for some, as negotiations pro-
gressed.The climax of this unusual
event was the compensation awarded
to an elderly couple, who managed to
secure $2,800 (approximately ?2.4
lakh) for relinquishing their seats. This

incident underscores a rare scenario
where passengers find themselves in a
position to bargain and receive substan-
tial financial benefits. Delta Airlines, in
response to inquiries about the inci-
dent, clarified that it's a standard proce-
dure to offer incentives to passengers
on oversold flights. The airline seeks
volunteers willing to adjust their travel
plans in return for compensation, in
line with its policies.Many airlines
employ this strategy of selling more
tickets than there are available seats,
anticipating some  cancellations.
However, on occasions where cancella-
tions don't suffice, and especially when
unforeseen circumstances necessitate a
change to a smaller aircraft, airlines
find themselves having to negotiate

diate issue by compensating
passengers, it also highlighted
the challenges airlines face in
managing bookings and opera-
tional disruptions. The situation,
though resolved amicably, points to the
underlying issue of overbooking and
the complexities involved in aircraft
management.In  conclusion, Delta
Airlines' handling of an overbooked
flight by offering substantial financial
compensation to passengers has once
again brought to light the airline indus-
try's practices in dealing with such
dilemmas. Through its readiness to
increase the offer, Delta managed to
accommodate its passengers, albeit at a
higher cost. This incident not only
demonstrates the potential for passen-
gers to benefit in situations of over-
booking but also emphasizes the
importance of flexible travel plans.
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