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A video that has rapidly spread
across social media platforms show-
casing a group engaging in disrup-
tive behavior inside the Atal Tunnel
has drawn widespread condemna-
tion. This footage features individu-
als dancing, blasting loud music, and
even performing push-ups without
their shirts on, actions that have led
to significant backlash. Critics argue
that such behavior disrespects a vital
piece of infrastructure, treating the
Atal Tunnel, which is an important
engineering achievement, as if it
were a venue for frivolous entertain-
ment.The Atal Tunnel, stretching 9
kilometers to link Manali with
Keylong while avoiding the Rohtang
Pass, stands as a testament to engi-
neering prowess. Despite its impor-
tance, the tunnel became an unlikely
setting for a scene more akin to a
nightclub, as depicted in the contro-
versial video. One social media
commentator humorously noted,
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"Even top engineers never imaglned
this tunnel would one day serve as a
nightclub," highlighting the absurdi-
ty of using such a critical structure
for entertainment.Responding to the
incident, the Kullu police took deci-
sive action by fining one of the vehi-
cles involved ?1,500 under Sections
177 and 179 of the Motor Vehicles
Act. This penalty underscores the
authorities' stance against such reck-
less actions, which are seen not only
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safety hazards. The offi-
cials' statement under-
scores the importance of

infrastructure, especially
In places of strategic sig-
{nificance like the Atal

. | Tunnel.Public reactions to

the video have largely

respect shown towards the tunnel.
One user lamented, "No wonder
Indians are seen as a nuisance

abroad. They don't even respect their

own country," reflecting a broader

concern over the image projected by

such behavior. Additionally, the
legality of filming inside the tunnel
was brought into question, pointing
out that both the partying tourists
and the individual recording the
video were in the wrong.Given the

- |been negative, with many
expressing disappointment
and frustration over the dis-

e 030&6 236@230

S ROYAL JOURNLISAM

2k

growing concerns regarding irre-
sponsible tourist behavior, there is a
pressing need for stricter enforce-
ment of rules to protect public infra-
structure and ensure the respectful
treatment of such significant sites.
The Atal Tunnel, celebrated as an
engineering marvel, demands a level
of respect and appreciation that is
clearly lacking among some visitors,
as evidenced by this incident.In con-
clusion, the incident inside the Atal
Tunnel near Manali, marked by loud
music, dancing, and shirtless push-
ups, has ignited a wave of outrage.
This episode underscores the chal-
lenges authorities face in preserving
the sanctity of critical infrastructure
amidst increasing instances of irre-
sponsible tourism. Moving forward,
it is imperative that measures are put
in place to deter such behavior,
ensuring that landmarks like the Atal
Tunnel are treated with the respect
they deserve.
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Consumer confidence in the US has plummeted to its low-
est point since January 2021, fueled by worries over esca-
lating inflation and the looming threat of a recession. This
decline has sparked fears of stagflation, a period character-
ized by stagnant economic growth coupled with high infla-
tion. Such conditions have not been observed in recent
years, and the current situation is causing unease among
American consumers.Rising inflation expectations are par-
ticularly troubling, making the Federal Reserve's task of
managing economic policy more challenging. Although the
Fed has so far refrained from lowering interest rates, the
possibility of such action remains on the table as they con-
tinue to closely watch economic indicators. This cautious
approach aims to navigate the uncertain economic climate
without exacerbating potential problems.The labor market
provides a silver lining, demonstrating resilience with con-
tinued job growth and low unemployment rates. This
strength suggests that, despite broader economic concerns,
the foundation of the US economy remains robust.
However, this positive aspect is overshadowed by the
broader uncertainty that clouds future growth and inflation
projections.President Trump's unpredictable fiscal strate-
gies have significantly contributed to this uncertainty. His
administration's penchant for imposing trade tariffs and
deregulating industries has left businesses and investors in
a quandary, unable to confidently plan for the future. These
policies, while intended to stimulate economic growth,
have instead added layers of complexity to an already
uncertain economic landscape.The Federal Reserve is
keeping a vigilant eye on these developments. Its decision
to maintain interest rates steady underscores a strategy of
cautious optimism, hoping to steer the economy through
turbulent waters without making preemptive moves that
could destabilize the fragile balance.Some economists,
however, argue that consumer sentiment may not be the
most reliable gauge of economic health, suggesting that the
current dip in confidence might not necessarily precede an
economic downturn. They point to early indicators of a
slowing economy but caution against jumping to conclu-
sions about the long-term impact.In the face of these com-
plex dynamics, the overall stability of the US economy
hangs in the balance. While there's no immediate cause for
alarm, the combination of rising inflation, potential reces-
sion fears, and policy unpredictability creates a challenging
environment for policymakers. The coming months will be
critical in determining whether the current trends are tem-
porary blips or signs of deeper economic
issues.Concluding, the US economy finds itself at a cross-
roads, with consumer confidence waning amid inflation
concerns and fears of a recession. While the job market
remains strong, the unpredictability of government policies
and the cautious stance of the Federal Reserve add to the
uncertainty. As these factors converge, the future econom-
ic outlook remains uncertain, highlighting the need for vig-

ilan itoring.and flexible policy responses.
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as a disturbance but also as potential
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In a striking move, U.S. President
Donald Trump has declared the
imposition of a 25 percent tariff
on automobiles manufactured
outside the United States and
imported into the country. This
decision, announced from the
White House, is set to take effect
from April 2. Trump stated, "We
are placing a 25% tariff on all
cars not made in the USA. This
action will be permanent. There
will be no tariffs on goods made
here. This action is boosting our eco-
nomic growth like never before."
This bold step is part of Trump's
broader strategy to prioritize
American manufacturing and jobs,
underscoring a significant shift in
trade policy.
A Deterrent for Foreign
Automobile Imports
The announcement signifies a major
push to encourage the production of
vehicles within the United States,
ensuring that cars made domestically
are not subject to any additional
costs. This policy is anticipated to
have a profound impact on the auto-
motive industry, potentially leading
to increased car prices for American
consumers but also promoting
domestic manufacturing. Trump's
administration believes this move
will sustain the unprecedented eco-
nomic growth the country has been
experiencing.
Trump's Stance on China and
TikTok

In addition to the tariffs on foreign-
made cars, Trump has also been
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vocal about imposing tariffs on
Chinese imports. Initially setting a
10 percent tariff, the administration
later increased this to 20 percent. In
a notable development, Trump
offered China a deal that could
reduce these tariffs if the country
agrees to sell the popular short video
app TikTok. "If they sell TikTok,
there is a chance that we will reduce
the tariffs,” Trump mentioned during
a press briefing at the White House.
He even suggested the possibility of
extending the negotiation deadline,
showcasing a flexible approach
towards resolving trade tensions
with China.The U.S. had previously
announced a ban on TikTok, citing
non-compliance with U.S. regula-
tions, which led to the app's removal
from Google and Apple's app stores
on January 18. However, due to
delays by the Trump administration
in enforcing this ban, TikTok reap-
peared in the U.S. app stores, where
it enjoys a massive user base of 170
million. There have been several
reports about potential buyers for
TikTok, including the world's
H u -
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o\ Wealthiest individual, Elon
Musk, who later denied such
claims. Trump has further
instructed the creation of a
‘Sovereign Wealth Fund' aimed
lat facilitating the acquisition of
| TikTok, indicating a strategic
lapproach towards leveraging

"|trade policies for national secu-
B rity and economic
interests.This series of meas-
ures reflects Trump's aggres-
sive stance on trade and his will-
ingness to use tariffs as a tool to
negotiate better terms for the United
States. By applying tariffs on import-
ed vehicles and raising the stakes
with China, Trump is signaling a
hardline approach to trade that prior-
itizes American jobs and industries.
While these policies may have wide-
ranging implications for global trade
dynamics and U.S.-China relations,
they underscore the administration's
commitment to "America First" eco-
nomic policies.In sum, President
Trump's decision to impose a 25 per-
cent tariff on imported vehicles
marks a significant shift in U.S. trade
policy, aiming to bolster domestic
manufacturing and  economic
growth. Coupled with the strategic
negotiations over TikTok, these
actions highlight a multifaceted
approach to addressing trade imbal-
ances and promoting national inter-
ests. As these policies unfold, their
impact on the global economic land-
scape and U.S. relations with key
trading partners, particularly China,
will be closely watched.
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In a distressing incident from Tamil Nadu's
Tirupattur district, a schoolgirl's struggle to
catch a government bus for her exam captured
widespread attention. She was seen running
behind the bus, which had not halted at the
designated stop, in an attempt to reach her
examination center on time. This episode, doc-
umented in a viral video, has sparked a signifi-
cant conversation about the accountability and
reliability of public transportation, especially
during critical periods such as examination
seasons.The girl was at the Kothakottai bus
stop by 8 a.m., aiming to get to the
Nimmiyambattu Government Higher
Secondary School, situated three kilometers
away, for her board examination. Despite her
clear efforts to signal the driver, the Tirupattur-
Alangayam bus continued on its path, ignoring
her. This forced the student to chase after the
bus, eventually boarding it after a considerable
and dangerous pursuit.Following the public's
outcry over the video, which garnered over
157,000 views, the transport department took
immediate action. Driver Muniraj, a perma-
nent employee, was suspended, and conductor
Ashok Kumar, working on a contract basis,
was dismissed. This swift response under-
scores the importance of safeguarding passen-
gers' rights and ensuring the safety and relia-
bility of public transport services.The incident
did not just highlight the challenges faced by
students reliant on public transport but also led
to a mix of reactions online. Some netizens
defended the actions of the bus crew, noting
that the bus did eventually stop. However,
many criticized the apparent carelessness,
pointing out that such incidents reflect poorly
on the public transport system's reliability in
Tamil Nadu. One poignant comment read,
"Even after 80 years of independence, such
incidents still happen,™ expressing dismay over
the continuing issues in public
transportation. Tamil Nadu's Transport Minister
took notice of the situation, as the video of the
girl's ordeal went viral. He ordered immediate
action against the driver and conductor
involved, signifying the government's commit-
ment to rectifying such negligence. This direc-
tive aims to prevent the recurrence of such
incidents, ensuring that students and other pas-
sengers can rely on public transportation with-
out fear of missing important events like
examinations.This episode, while unfortunate,
has cast a spotlight on the need for greater
accountability within the public transport sys-
tem. It serves as a reminder that authorities
must remain vigilant to ensure passengers'
safety and timely arrival at their destinations,
particularly during crucial times. Ensuring the
reliability of public transport is essential, not
just for students but for all citizens who
depend on it for their daily activities.To con-
clude, the incident in Tirupattur has prompted
necessary introspection and action concerning
public transportation in Tamil Nadu. By
addressing these concerns, the goal is to build
a more dependable and efficient transport sys-
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tem that meets the needs of all passengers,
ensuring such distressing situations are avoid-
ed in the future.
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A catastrophic event unfolded
in Bhadrachalam, a revered
temple town, when a six-story
structure under construction
came tumbling down. This
calamity occurred close to the
Super Bazar, situated in the
Panchayat Office vicinity,
resulting in the tragic loss of
six workers' lives and leaving
numerous others injured. The victims
were actively engaged on the site at the
time of the collapse. The incident
prompted immediate shock and fear

1

In the wake of US President Donald
Trump's announcement regarding recip-
rocal tariffs set to commence on April 2,
high-level discussions have been initiat-
ed between Indian and US officials. This
series of talks, aimed at forging a com-
mercial agreement, marks a critical
juncture in the bilateral trade relations
between the two nations. The discourse,
which began on Wednesday, saw US
representatives making notable remarks
about their perspective on India in com-
parison to other countries like China,
Canada, and Mexico, signaling a dis-
tinctive stance towards New Delhi.The
US Trade Representative, Brendan Lyn
ch, alongside his delegation, embarked
on these crucial discussions with offi-
cials in Delhi, with the aim of conclud-
ing a trade agreement by the end of the
week. This visit underscores the impor-
tance both countries place on resolving
trade disputes amicably. An official
involved in the talks highlighted, "The
Trump administration does not see India
in the same way as countries like China,
Mexico, and Canada. There are currency
fluctuations, illegal immigration, and
other security issues with these coun-
tries. But with New Delhi, only the tar-
Iff issue remains. Both countries will

Due to concerns over fraudu-

\among the local

i lcommunity, driving
_|residents to seek
I qrefuge in their
homes.Following

& .lthe collapse,

| /.. |bystanders quickly
lerted the authori-
Jties, triggering a
swift response from
the police and rescue teams. Efforts are
currently focused on extracting several

n V

workers believed to be trapped under

the rubble. Specialized equipment,

ﬁ?‘w 8090

1§l

including proclainers, is being
employed in the rescue operations, aim-
ing to save those still buried alive.As
investigations into this distressing event
get underway, the police are working to
ascertain what led to the building's
downfall. The construction site's builder
and engineers have been called upon to
provide insight and are currently under
scrutiny as part of the ongoing inquiry.
The community awaits further informa-
tion, hoping for a swift recovery for the
injured and clarity on the circumstances
surrounding this devastating incident.

ATt T A Tarm D

resolve these issues amicably. We
believe there will be a satisfactory
outcome for both governments."In
parallel, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman is scheduled to visit
Washington in April to further dis-
cussions on these trade agreements.
This visit aims to bolster economic
and bilateral ties between India and
the US, with a focus on trade and tar-
iffs. This strategic engagement demo
nstrates the commitment of both
nations to strengthen their partnership
across various domains.The backdrop to
these negotiations is marked by Trump's
aggressive tariff policies since his re-
election, targeting both allies and adver-
saries alike. He has accused India of
levying excessive tariffs on US goods,
prompting a retaliatory stance from the
US. This led to Union Commerce Minis
ter Piyush Goyal's visit to the US for
preliminary discussions with US Trade
Representative Jamison Greer and
Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnik on
a range of issues including tariff reduc-
tion and enhancing bilateral trade.
During a recent visit to the US by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the two leaders
delved into discussions encompassing
diplomatic, commercial, and defense

0\

relations. Trump emphasized his stance
..on tariffs, stating, "l had personally
told Prime Minister Narendra Modi that
no one is exempt from tariffs." This
assertion reflects the US's intent to
reciprocate India's high import taxes,
setting the stage for the current negotia-
tions aimed at finding a mutual resolu-
tion.As these discussions progress, the
international community watches close-
ly, anticipating the outcomes of these
high-stakes negotiations. The resolution
of these trade disputes could set a prece-
dent for future economic relations
between India and the US, underscoring
the importance of diplomacy and strate-
gic dialogue in navigating global trade
dynamics

nments

lent activities, the US
Embassy in India has taken a X
decisive step by canceling
2,000 visa appointments. This
action comes in response to
the detection of bot activities
manipulating the scheduling
system, as shared in a recent
statement on X. The embassy
emphasized its zero-tolerance
policy towards any interfer-
ence in their scheduling
process, stating, "The consular
team in India is canceling 2,000
visa appointments made by bots. We
will not tolerate agents or fixers who
interfere with our scheduling proce-
dures. We are suspending scheduling
privileges for associated accounts in
addition to canceling these appoint-
ments. Our efforts to combat fraud
will continue, and such actions will
not be tolerated."The use of bots by
travel agents to secure visa appoint-

ments has become a prevalent issue,
particularly for those seeking US
business, visitor, B1, B2, and student
visas. These agents offer their servic-
es to expedite the appointment
process, charging individuals
between INR 30,000 and INR
35,000. One individual recounted to
an English newspaper how he paid
an agent INR 30,000 to quickly
obtain a visa appointment for his

study in the US, highlight-
/|ing the challenges faced by
applicants attempting to
secure appointments on
their own.In light of the
significant delays encoun-
tered by visa applicants,
with wait times for B1 and
B2 appointments reaching
Mup to 999 days in 2023, the
JUS opened additional
appointment slots in cities
like Frankfurt and
Bangkok to accommodate
Indian applicants. This move was
part of broader efforts to manage the
long wait times, a concern that the
Indian government had raised with
the US nearly three years ago. The
US government took these concerns

gJ\SO”’ who was planning to

to heart, working to reduce wait
times and now focusing on curbing
the misuse of bots in the appoint-

ment process
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