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Maha Kumbh is a monumental event of
immense scale and spiritual significance,
marked by seamless organisation, the unwa-
vering faith of pilgrims, and the extraordinary
vision that brings this sacred gathering to
lifeMy wife, Sagun and | flew from New York
to join the millions of devotees at the Maha
Kumbh and had a remarkable experience vis-
iting Prayagraj. This Maha Kumbh, to my
mind. Is a ‘Maha Yagya’ that has attracted
hundreds of millions of devotees to this
revered land for an event occurring after 144
years! Incidentally, Prayagraj or Tirth Prayag
happens to be my birthplace which | visited
after a gap of 33 years!Being there in person
was a remarkable experience. As far as the
eye could see, human beings from all parts of
India and the world converged there to take a
holy dip in Maa (mother) Ganga.Statistics
bears testimony to the fact that the Maha
Kumbh’s organisation was an incredible feat.
The arrangements made by the local adminis-
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tration, especially by the team led by the Mela
Adhikari, Maha Kumbh under the direction of
the Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister and senior
officials, were exceptional to say the least. Of
course, PM Modi’s vision, planning, detail-
ing, strategising and leadership were imprint-
ed all over the Maha Kumbh as well.The
establishment of a temporary city with roads,
pontoon bridges, tens of thousands of tents,
walking paths, cleanliness, safety and securi-
ty, water and sanitation and large-scale avail-
ability of food for the devotees were some of
the key highlights. The widespread use of dig-
ital technology helped in every conceivable
way.This was no mean feat, managing to have
tens of millions of devotees come in, day in
and day out, for 45 straight days and to pro-
vide them with all the necessary facilities is a
humongous job, one that was done with
utmost care and professionalism by the state
government officials in-charge on the site.We
stayed in a tent of the Uttar Pradesh State
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Tourism Development Corporation (UPST-
DC) which had all the amenities one would
have asked for, including spotlessly clean bed
sheets, pillows, quilts, and towels, access to
hot water in the bathroom, a very effective
room heater, a fire extinguisher, TV, several
phone charging points, cupboards, a table and
a chair, drinking water all in a well-lit tent
which could be locked for ones belongings to
be safe. UPSTDC also provided very good
vegetarian food (breakfast, lunch and dinner)
to everyone staying in their tents.My wife and
I were blessed by taking a holy dip in the
Triveni Sangam at the Maha Kumbh in
Prayagraj. Millions of devotees thronged the
banks of the Ganga to seek Mata (mother)
Ganga’s blessings.At the Sangam, the conflu-
ence of the green waters of River Ganga and
the blue waters of River Yamuna were clearly
seen coming together. It is believed that River
Saraswati is also part of this Sangam.We car-
ried the sacred water of Maa Ganga back with
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T e spiritual marvel of Mana Kum

us to the US. Ganga jal is considered pious
and is an integral part of the puja samagri of
every Hindu household. Having taken the
holy dip in the Triveni Sangam and seeing the
incredible enthusiasm among our fellow
Hindus, we felt energised, spiritually uplifted,
and of course very emotional.We prayed to
Maa Ganga for the good health and happiness
of everyone in our family, and a bright future
for Bharat (India) and all 1.4 Billion
Bharatiyas (Indians). While in the waters of
Maa Ganga, | realised how incredibly blessed
| was to have been born in Prayagraj and for
my father and grandfather to have lived in
Prayagraj for almost two decades.After our
snan in the Triveni Sangam, we also per-
formed a puja of Maa Ganga on one of the
boats stationed there with a priest. We recited
Sanskrit shlokas, and offered milk, water and
some sacred materials to Maa Ganga.

Uttar Pradesh Unlocked by winds of change

My Government has an unwavering
commitment to the relentless service,
progress, and the State’s transforma-
tion into Uttam Pradesh. Eight years is
only a milestone in the transition of my
State into Viksit Uttar Pradesh
Revered Shri Atalji’s words, “Kintu,
apni dhyeya yatra mai hum kabhi ruke
nahi, kisi chunauti ke sammukh, kabhi
jhuke nahi...” perfectly embody my
Government’s unwavering commit-
ment over the past eight years — dedi-
cated to relentless service, progress,
and the transformation of Uttar
Pradesh. Guided by the principles of
Kartavya Sadhana and “priority to the
deprived,” we have pursued a mission
to ensure the security, prosperity, and
upliftment of 25 crore citizens, over-
coming challenges without pause or
compromise.Under Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modiji’s effective lead-
ership, Uttar Pradesh has witnessed a
remarkable transformation. The State
once labelled BIMARU, is now a pre-
mier destination for business and
investment. The mantra of good gover-
nance, a commitment to the welfare of
the poor, the philosophy of Antyodaya,
and the goal of a self-reliant Uttar
Pradesh have reshaped the State’s iden-
tity, propelling it into “growth
gear.”Uttar Pradesh’s development
journey is proof of turning vision into
reality. We inherited a State plagued by
lawlessness, disorder, and crime. Yet,
through a secure environment, robust
infrastructure, seamless connectivity,
and business-friendly policies, we have
reshaped it into a thriving investment
hub. In the past eight years, we have
received investment proposals exceed-
ing "45 lakh crore, with over "15 lakh
crore already implemented. This has
directly provided jobs to more than 60
lakh youth and created countless
employment opportunities. It is well-
established that security fosters devel-
opment, while efficient connectivity
accelerates progress.The new Uttar
Pradesh stands as living proof of this
transformation. The timeless wisdom
of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya —
that true Antyodaya lies in uplifting the
person at the bottom — forms the

foundatlon of our Government S
vision. Over six crore people have
been lifted above the poverty line in
the past eight years. Under the
Antyodaya model, 15 crore underprivi-
leged citizens now receive free month-
ly food grains, 1.86 crore families have
free gas connections, and over 2.86
crore farmers benefit from the Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi every
month. Additionally, 5.21 crore benefi-
ciaries are covered under the Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, securing
medical protection of up to ~ five lakh,
while over 56.50 lakh families have
received free housing.Unlocking Uttar
Pradesh’s potential requires a strong
foundation of human capital. A signifi-
cant transformation has taken place in
healthcare infrastructure — while there
were only 12 medical colleges in the
State until 2017, today there are 80,
including 44 Government and 36 pri-
vate institutions. With AIIMS opera-
tional in Gorakhpur and Rae Bareli,
the vision of “One District, One
Medical College” is becoming a reali-
ty. Through Ayushman Bharat and
other healthcare initiatives, we are
ensuring affordable, quality treatment
for every citizen in their district.Our
farmers are the backbone of a self-
reliant India. In the sugar sector, Uttar
Pradesh now has 122 operational sugar
mills. Since March 2017, three new
mills have been established, six
revived, and 38 expanded-creating
employment for 1.25 lakh people.
Sugarcane farmers have received pay-
ments totalling "2,80,223 crore,

66,703 crore more than
what was disbursed in the
22 years between 1995 and
2017.A progressive society
flourishes when its women
are empowered. Over the
past eight years, the Uttar
Pradesh Government has
remained steadfast in its
commitment to ensuring
women’s security, dignity,
——Jand self-reliance through

.M Mission Shakti. By offering
free education up to gradu-
ation, we have expanded
opportunities for young women,
enabling them to pursue their aspira-
tions without financial constraints.
Additionally, initiatives like
Mukhyamantri Kanya Sumangala
Yojana, Nirashrit Mahila Pension
Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Matru
Vandana Yojana, and PM Svanidhi
Yojana have brought meaningful
change, improving the lives of count-
less women across the State.Economic
empowerment is at the core of our
governance. Over 95 lakh women in
rural areas have been integrated into
the Uttar Pradesh State Rural
Livelihood Mission, fostering financial
independence. The allocation of 2,510
fair-price shops to women’s self-help
groups and the provision of rural resi-
dential records (Gharauni) in the name
of female household members have
ushered in a new era of dignity and
economic progress for women.The
aspirations of our youth are taking
flight. Over 96 lakh MSME units have
turned job seekers into job creators,
reducing unemployment from 18 per
cent in 2016 to just three per cent
today. More than 8.5 lakh youth have
secured Government jobs through a
transparent recruitment process,
including over 1.38 lakh women. The
UP Public Examination (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Act has reinforced fair
examination practices, instilling confi-
dence in competitive exam aspirants.
These eight years have marked a his-
toric era of renewed faith, economic
strength, and cultural resurgence. The
long-awaited return of Lord Shri Ram

Lalla to his sacred temple is a momen-
tous occasion after centuries of strug-
gle. The grandeur of the Kashi
Vishwanath Corridor, the organisation
of Mahakumbh, the development of
Shri Ayodhya Dham, the rejuvenation
of Kashi, and the beautification of
Mathura-Vrindavan have placed Uttar
Pradesh at the heart of India’s spiritual
revival.Deepotsav and Rangotsav now
shine with unmatched grandeur, draw-
ing global visitors.Under the ‘Reform,
Perform, Transform’ mantra, Uttar
Pradesh has become a premier destina-
tion for both religious and industrial
tourism. Initiatives like the Ramayana
circuit, Buddhist circuit, Spiritual cir-
cuit, Shaktipeeth circuit, Krishna or
Braj circuit, Bundelkhand circuit,
Mahabharata circuit, and Jain circuits
have placed sacred centres like
Ayodhya, Kashi, Mathura, Chitrakoot,
Saharanpur, Shravasti, and Gorakhpur
on the global tourism map, offering
world-class facilities.Uttar Pradesh’s
economic success has been achieved
without imposing any new taxes.
Despite offering the lowest diesel and
petrol rates in the country, the State is
emerging as a revenue-surplus econo-
my, driven by the ideals of Ramrajya.
The “‘One District-One Product’
(ODOP) scheme has transformed every
district into a thriving industrial hub,
while major projects like the Uttar
Pradesh Defence Industrial Corridor
are establishing the State as Udyam
Pradesh — a powerhouse of industry
and innovation. Every citizen is a part-
ner in this journey. Farmers are the
architects of a self-reliant India, our
youth the drivers of transformation,
and Matru Shakti the foundation of our
society. Uttar Pradesh is not just a
State, it is a thriving hub of talent, tra-
dition, and progress.This milestone is
just the beginning. Our vision is a
Viksit Uttar Pradesh — one that not
only becomes India’s largest economy
but also fulfils the aspirations of its 25
crore citizens. With unwavering com-
mitment, we will continue our journey
of transformation, ensuring prosperity
for generations to come.
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India’s rise to Al global leadership

India’s rise as a leader in Al is all about driving
innovation, however, its true success lies in mak-
ing Al accessible, inclusive, and transformative,
write Vinay Pathak and Sandeep JoshiThe jour-
ney of Artificial Intelligence (Al) from an unat-
tainable goal to becoming a real-world changer
has happened within a short period. For an emerg-
ing nation like India, Al is more than just a tech-
nological breakthrough, it is a powerful catalyst
poised to reshape the country’s future.In recent
decades, India has been employing Al step by
step, simultaneously starting with school studies
and competing with countries that are front-run-
ners in the global Al arena. The path, which is
marked by commitment, far-reaching planning,
and the promotion of equal economic growth,
demonstrates the country’s readiness to employ
the latest technology for the common good. At
present, India is not only one of the key partici-
pants in the global Al revolution but is also one of
the primary developers.This became evident with
India playing a crucial role at the recent Al
Summit in Paris, where India showcased its note-
worthy progress in the field of Al.India’s journey
to the top of Al is profoundly linked with the
wider narrative of development and progress. The
first corners of Al research in India were practised
at the campuses of top colleges and research lab-
oratories. Undergraduate and graduate students at
institutes such as the Indian Institutes of
Technology (11Ts) and the Indian Institute of
Science (11Sc) are the ones who started an Al era
in India by exploring the possibilities of machine
learning, neural networks, and data analytics.
They were just small-scale attempts.
Nevertheless, they had laid the basis for a nation-
al movement.India’s emergence as a powerful
force in the IT revolution not only placed the
nation on the global stage but also laid the foun-
dation with robust, flexible infrastructure, trans-
forming emerging technologies into tangible real-
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The India-MiddleEast-Europe
Economic Corridor could revolutionise
the world trade and can be an answer to
China’s “‘Belt and Road Initiative’The
India-Middle-East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC) is one of the strategic
breakthrough ideas of the 21st century
for economic and transcontinental rela-
tionships across the globe. Never since
the Belt and Road Initiative has such a
serious attempt been made to define
trade across land, sea, and human habi-
tation.If successful, global trade will
never be the same again. IMEC consists
of two main segments: the East
Corridor, which connects India to the
Middle East, and the North Corridor,
which links the Middle East to Europe.
In the first case, the route travels
through sea and land across the territo-
rial jurisdictions of the UAE, Saudi
Arabia, and Jordan, and in the case of
the north corridor, it links the Middle
East to Europe via Israel and Greece.
Put together, it enhances supply chain
efficiencies exponentially.Put simply, it
builds up technological advancement,
moving it towards sustainable com-
merce. It will affect the availability of
global clean energy and alter living
styles to eliminate fossil fuels.The use
of fibre optics at this scale has never
been attempted before. The Belt and
Road Initiative would not have the tech-
nological bite or the potential for a
breakthrough in energy initiatives.Put
simply, the corridor involves eight key

ities. Indian IT professionals, known for their
problem-solving skills, started using Al in real-
life applications, from healthcare diagnosis to
stock market predictions, as early as in the first
decade. As the capabilities of Al is become more
evident day by day, cities in the different part of
nation start adopting technology to address chal-
lenges and improve governance. potential of Al
became increasingly evident, cities and states
across nation start adopting technology for
improvement of governance and to address chal-
lenges.Today, Al-driven initiatives are transform-
ing urban landscapes, making cities smarter, more
efficient, and more liveable. Lucknow, designated
as India’s first Al city, is fostering technological
advancements and economic growth through Al-
centric infrastructure. Maharashtra is leveraging
Al in agriculture, healthcare, and education, with
predictive analytics for crop management,
telemedicine services, and personalised learning
platforms. Tamil Nadu Artificial Intelligence
Mission (TNAIM) aims to position the state as a
leading Al hub, focusing on governance, social
welfare, and economic development. Karnataka is
at the forefront of Al adoption in education and
governance, while Kerala is advancing Al
research with its Digital University developing an
indigenous Al processor. Gujarat emphasises sus-
tainable Al practices, focusing on energy-efficient
technologies, and Andhra Pradesh is building Al-
enabled cities like Visakhapatnam. West Bengal is
innovating for safer roads with Al-driven traffic
management systems in Kolkata, and Telangana
has established an Applied Al Research Centre in
Hyderabad. Even smaller states like Goa and
Sikkim are leveraging Al for traffic management,
addressing unique urban mobility challenges.
There are numerous stories where India is lever-
aging Al for its holistic development and social
progress.These city and state-level initiatives are
part of a larger national movement driven by

visionary policies and initiatives. The Al for
India 2030” initiative provides a structured
approach to integrating Al across the socio-eco-
nomic fabric of the country. By focusing on sec-
tors like agriculture, healthcare, and urban plan-
ning, this initiative aims to contribute significant-
ly to the economy and improve the quality of life
for millions.The digital Maha Kumbh in
Prayagraj highlights India’s innovative use of Al
capabilities to handle massive gathering of public
by Al-powered tools.On one hand it helped in the
security and seamless operation and on the other
hand set a global benchmark for event manage-
ment.India’s role in Al is not surprisingly only a
technological one; today it is a socially responsi-
ble one too. As a leader in the world, India
acknowledges Al’s ethical dimensions and, thus,
is aiming to build a framework that will ensure
transparency, fairness, and responsibility in the
development of this innovative technology. The
country’s increasing focus on making Al a useful
tool for social welfare, sustainable development,
and inclusive growth has made it a role model for
the rest of the world. This dedication was vividly
demonstrated at the recent Al Summit in Paris
where India was a spearhead in shaping interna-
tional policies on Al regulation and democratisa-
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participants: India, Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, Jordan, Israel, France, Germany,
and Italy. The support of the US is cru-
cial. The shipping time is reduced, and
regional cooperation is key.The advan-
tages are, of course, reduced transit
times, taking the content of shipment
beyond the Suez Canal and building
upon energy and digital technologies.
The outcome would be a seminal
impact coupled with economic
input.Linking up Middle East partner-
ships with European Union connectivi-
ty is set to redefine global commerce.
Economic diversification will follow.In
this era, reduced timing is the key to
development. Ports, shipping, and mul-
timodal connectivity hold the key.
Many feel that it takes the principle of
‘neighbourhood first’ beyond rhetoric
and creates new partners in the domain
of international commerce.The kind of
parallel investments required, in cog-
nate areas, could well redefine the

trade and commerce would
require. The existing sea
routes require a newer kind
“|of shipping, and internal har-
monisation in some sectors
may become necessary. This
would require new standardi-
sation and a revision of areas
such as the Motor Vehicles
JAct.So far, the talk has been,
{predominantly, of an under-
sea grid, the time has come to
act on it. Put simply, one
approach, one focus, one grid could
become a reality, and green hydrogen
would be a matter of routine. Standards
and styles of living will get
impacted.Human Resources Develop
ment would be linked to trade and con-
nectivity, and the nature of education
will further change to link up with the
needs of many nations including the
Middle East. Some have envisaged the
possibility of skill corridors. Such an
intervention takes time and requires a
conversation beyond intellectual proto-
cols.Much of the rollout will depend on
how skills are organised amid concerns
of localisation and cross-border flows.
Skilled manpower riding on the
strength of hard infrastructure, could
enable IMEC to bring cultures closer
together and make IMEC not only an
economic warhorse but also a way to
link skills with resources. Along with
connectivity and energy projects, the

tion. In Paris India co-chaired debates on the
proper use of Al, thus contributing to the signing
of a joint declaration with other 57 countries. The
Summit emphasised the need for the establish-
ment of a governing body that could warrant the
ethical and sustainable development of Al innova-

il tion. The invitation for India to co-chair the Al

Summit is a strong demonstration of the world’s
realisation of India as a leader in Al and of its
commitment to ethical innovation. The world
leaders are convinced and have strong faith in
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi that
he is capable to democratise Al regulatory body
or framework to neutralise the biasness of data.On
the domestic front, while the Union Budget allo-
cated "500 Crore for Al education, another major
accomplishment was made when Meta announced
the gigantic underwater cabling project for boost-
ing digital infrastructure. Furthermore, the CEO
of OpenAl, Sam Altman, had a meeting with
India’s IT Minister, where they discussed expand-
ing the ecosystem of Al, a move that showed
India’s commitment to becoming a global leader
in the Al revolution.Rapid developments in the
field of Al in India puts the country at a special
vantage point of responsibility. The nation’s
achievements stand as a model for other develop-
ing countries as to how technology can be used
for inclusive and sustainable development.
Grounded in grassroots innovation and an interna-
tional vision, India has the potential to be a driv-
ing force in the design of the next generation of
Al. India’s commitment to ethical practices in
research and international sharing of knowledge
places it in a strong position to handle this com-
plex landscape. As India gains prominence on the
global stage, it also shares the responsibility of
steering the Al revolution with both vision and
strategic foresight. This is a testament to India’s
indomitable will and commitment to build a bet-
ter tomorrow for all.

|d trade

whole process will require more agile
banking and finance. It may become a
surrogate for commerce in parts of the
long link between India and Europe
through  which this route will
traverse.All this would have an impact
on cross — border transfers of money.
Digital exchanges would receive a push
to ensure commerce grows along with
human welfare. There are other possibil-
ities that may be difficult to forecast at
this stage. Illustratively, Irag has short-
listed 11 international firms to operate
the Grand Faw Port. These include
China Merchants Port Group, Adani,
ICTSI, Cosco, ABM Global Shipping,
and more. A decision is anticipated in
early 2025.1t would be natural to con-
sider alternate proposals across the
length of a link from India to Europe,
and the Turkish President has some
views on this. He has felt unhappy
about the proposal bypassing Turkey.
The result has been talk of the ‘lraq
Development Road Project,” but that is
another story.The India — Middle East
— Europe Economic Corridor could
revolutionise the world trade as it has
the potential to not only ease the trade
but also increase the world connectivity.
Put simply, here is the possibility where
an economic corridor redefines the
future of trade and commerce for well
over half a century and possibly more.
It may be an idea well worth support-
ing, observing constructively, and more.
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