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Myanmar experienced a significant seis-
mic event on March 28 when a 7.7 magni-
tude earthquake, as reported by the United
States Geological Survey (USGS), struck
the country. The tremors, lasting over five
minutes, were felt strongly during the
noon hours. This seismic activity also
affected Bangkok, where the earthquake's
magnitude was slightly lower at 7.3. The
force of the quake caused several buildings
to collapse, leading to extensive property
damage and widespread panic among the
population. Many residents, fearing for
their safety, evacuated their homes to seek
refuge from the potential aftermath of the
quake.The initial quake was followed by
another measuring 6.4 on the Richter
scale, compounding the distress in the
region. In Thailand's capital, Bangkok, the

India’s Immigration and Foreigners
Bill 2025: A Landmark Overhau

As the world grapples with
the complexities of immi- g
gration, India takes a deci- S48
sive step with the introduc-§
tion of the Immigration and |

Foreigners Bill, 2025,
which aims to overhaul its
Immigration policies.

Passed in the Lok Sabha,
the bill, presented by Union Home Minister Amir Shah,
marks a significant move towards regulating the entry
and stay of foreigners in the country. This legislation
signifies India's commitment to ensuring a structured
Immigration process, mirroring global trends where
countries are tightening their immigration rules.This
new bill introduces a comprehensive framework to
manage immigration effectively. It proposes the cre-
ation of a Bureau of Immigration, which will be respon-
sible for the oversight of visa issuance and the monitor-
ing of entry procedures into India. In a bid to organize
the inflow of foreigners, the bill categorizes them into
six distinct groups: tourists, students, skilled workers,
business visitors, refugees, and illegal immigrants. This
classification aims to streamline the visa process, mak-
ing it more transparent and efficient for individuals
wishing to enter India.Under the stipulations of the bill,
it's mandatory for all visitors to obtain a visa prior to
their arrival in India, equipped with the necessary docu-
mentation. The legislation takes a stern stance against
illegal immigration, imposing a hefty fine of up to Rs 5
lakh and a potential jail term of five years for those
found guilty of entering the country without proper
authorization. Moreover, individuals caught with coun-
terfeit visas or passports could face even harsher penal-
ties, including a fine of Rs 10 lakh and up to seven years
in prison.The passage of the Immigration and
Foreigners Bill, 2025, in the Lok Sabha marks just the
beginning of its journey into becoming law. It now
awaits critical examination and approval by the Rajya
Sabha, followed by the president's endorsement. This
process, inherently lengthy and detailed, lacks a defini-
tive timeline for the bill's enactment. However, once
implemented, it promises to bring about a significant
transformation in how India manages its immigration
policies, aligning with the stringent measures adopted
by countries like the United States under President
Donald Trump. Trump's administration has notably
intensified efforts to curb illegal immigration, employ-
ing various measures to expel immigrants from the
U.S.This legislative initiative by India reflects a grow-
ing global consensus on the need for robust immigration
policies. It not only aims to protect the nation's borders
but also ensures that immigration is conducted in an
orderly and lawful manner. By categorizing immigrants
and imposing strict penalties on illegal entry and fraud-
ulent documentation, India is positioning itself as a
country that values the rule of law and the integrity of
its immigration system. The world will be watching
closely as India moves forward with this landmark piece
of legislation, which could set a precedent for other
nations grappling with similar challenges.
N
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tremors were felt with equal intensity,
leading to significant structural dam-
age. The collapse of the Ava Bridge in
Mandalay, a recognizable landmark in// g
Myanmar, into the Irrawaddy River,

underscored the quake's severity. The
destruction didn't end there; numerousf
buildings succumbed to the quake's
power, leaving rubble in their wake.The
earthquake's epicenter was pinpointed
approximately 50 kilometers east of
Moniwa city in Myanmar. The National
Center for Seismology provided details
indicating the quake occurred at a depth
of 10 kilometers around 11:50 am. This \&
geological event didn't just leave physical
destruction but also instilled fear and
uncertainty among the affected popula-
tions, prompting urgent responses from

ld

flooded

emergency services and humanitarian
assistance.Social media platforms were this event to better withstand similar chal-
lenges in the future.
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online showed the extent of the
damage in Bangkok, Thailand, and
_Jother impacted areas. Official
“{reports from agencies like ANI and

~|UrgentAlertNews, as well as posts

. & %lfrom individuals, helped to convey

% Jthe magnitude of the disaster as it

unfolded.This earthquake serves as
a stark reminder of the unpre-
|dictable nature of natural disasters

~ Hand the importance of preparedness

~ . land resilient infrastructure to miti-

s

with immediate reactions to the

earthquake. Pictures and videos shared

gate their impacts. As recovery
“|efforts begin, the focus will also

./ shift towards rebuilding the affect-

ed communities and learning from

e noraon et D ol e O

The recent executive order, "One
\Voice for America's Foreign
Relations," authorized on February
12, 2025, has introduced a series of
stringent immigration measures,
including a requirement for inter-
views in all cases without excep-
tions and a clampdown on visa
interview waivers. These changes
have significantly increased pro-
cessing times for various visas,
with reports indicating durations
stretching between 17 to 23
months. The mandate has caused
considerable distress among those
seeking to bring their spouses to
the U.S., compelling some to con-
sider tourist visas as a quicker
alternative despite the high risk of
rejection.In response to the execu-
tive order, the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS)
declared a hiring freeze two days
later, on February 14, exacerbating
the situation by limiting the staff
available to process applications.
This decision has contributed to a
growing backlog of cases, putting
additional strain on a system
already criticized for its inefficien-
cy. The tightening of policies
around visa interview waivers,
announced on February 18, has
further complicated the process,

The chief minister of Telangana
Revanth Reddy has a very strong
and commanding presence in the
South Indian political scenario.
This was evident when he
received good priority at the JAC
meeting that happened in Chennai
under  the leadership  of
DMK.Coming to the topic now, a
new list has been compiled to
identify the powerful and most
influential people in India and
here’s the data from the
same.Suresh was compiled by
other than leading Indian publica-
tion Indian express, and it had some
pretty strong projections on this
list. The list obviously ranked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at the num-
ber one position, which is under-

making it almost impossible for
applicants to bypass in-person
interviews.The shift towards more
rigid immigration controls reflects
the administration's broader for-
eign policy stance, granting the
Secretary of State substantial
authority to enforce these policies.
This move has particularly impact-
ed families attempting to secure
Green Cards for their spouses, con-
fronting them with a more chal-
lenging and prolonged process.
The extended delays and increased
bureaucratic hurdles have left
many feeling helpless and frustrat-
ed.People looking for alternative
pathways, such as the K-3 visa,
which is designed for spouses of
U.S. citizens to enter the U.S.
while awaiting approval of their
Immigrant visa petition, find them-
selves facing a chaotic system with
diminishing chances of expedited
processing. The hope for a faster
reunification process through such
visas is dwindling in the face of the
current administrative chaos.
Despite the growing outcry from
affected families and individuals,
the administration, led by Trump,
appears to remain indifferent to the
hardships these policies are caus-
ing. The government's stance has

U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration
Services

..not only disregarded the concerns
of immigrants but has actively
increased the bureaucratic chal-
lenges they face, underscoring a
deliberate effort to impose stricter
immigration controls.This execu-
tive order and the subsequent poli-
cy changes have stirred significant
controversy, with many criticizing
the administration for exacerbating
an already difficult immigration
process. The implications of these
measures have been far-reaching,
affecting countless families and
individuals who seek nothing more
than to reunite with their loved
ones or pursue opportunities in the
U.S. The increase in processing
times, alongside the additional
requirements and restrictions,
highlights a system under strain,
struggling to balance security con-
cerns with the genuine needs of
Immigrants.

has been ranked at 28th posi-
tion on this list, which is
much better when compared
to the 39th position that he
held last year. He has
improved his ranking by 11
positions in a span of a
year.Andhra Pradesh chief
minister Chandrababu Naidu
has been ranked 14th on this
list. RSS chief Bhagawat is
ranked in fourth position and
it is followed by finance
Minister Nirmala Sita Raman

standable, considering the kind of
position that he holds. Union home
Minister Amit Shah is on the second
position in the list while Jai Shankar
is on third.Coming to Revanth Reddy

at fifth. Incidentally, Indian
Congress Chief Rahul Gandhi con-
fined to 9th position on this list
behind Railway minister, Ashwini
Vaishnav.  Reliance  president,
Mukesh Ambani is ranked 10th.
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Trump Shuts Down USAID, Ha mg Glooal Aid Operations

President Donald Trump has made the deci-
sion to shut down the US Agency for
International Development (USAID), which
is recognized as the largest aid organization
worldwide. This move comes after the admin-
istration had previously laid off a significant
number of the agency's workforce. Trump has
now declared that the remaining positions at
USAID will be terminated, effectively closing
the agency's operations across the globe.
Despite this, Trump has committed to provid-
ing aid to Myanmar following a severe earth-
quake, highlighting this as an exception to the
agency's closure. It has been reported that
employees received emails indicating the
phasing out of non-essential roles by the end
of September, in compliance with legal proto-
cols.USAID's role in offering humanitarian
aid, financial support, and security assistance
to over 120 countries has been a cornerstone
of its operations. The agency's closure raises

alarm among experts in humanitarian aid con-
cerning the repercussions of ending services
that have been instrumental for over six
decades in saving lives worldwide. The deci-
sion to cease USAID's operations comes
amidst the termination of thousands of posi-
tions both within the United States and inter-
nationally, signaling a significant shift in U.S.
foreign aid policy.Secretary of State Mark
Rubio disclosed that a substantial reduction in
USAID's programs is underway, with 83% of
its initiatives being terminated. Rubio high-
lighted the cancellation of 5,200 contracts,
acknowledging the billions of dollars invested
yet pointing out the lack of desired outcomes
from these investments. "Despite investing
billions of dollars, we have witnessed no pos-
itive outcomes, and, in some cases, even neg-
ative consequences. Nonetheless, American
national interests are paramount. | extend my
gratitude to the ‘DOGE' staff for their tireless

efforts in these reforms,” Rubio expressed,
indicating a strategic pivot in how the U.S.
approaches international aid.The ramifica-
tions of the Trump administration's policy
have been felt widely, with Elon Musk, CEO
of DOGE, a company committed to reducing
governmental expenditure, playing a key role

in the layoffs at USAID. Musk has previous-
ly criticized USAID for inefficient spending
and alleged criminal activities, which has
contributed to the decision to halt its fund-
ing. This move has created a climate of
uncertainty and fear among the agency's
remaining workforce, as they face the
prospect of imminent job loss.In conclu-
sion, the closure of USAID marks a trans-
formative moment in U.S. foreign aid strat-
egy, reflecting a broader reevaluation of
international spending and aid effective-
ness. The termination of the agency's opera-
tions and the significant cutback of its pro-
grams signify a pivotal shift towards prioritiz-
ing national interests and scrutinizing the
impact of overseas investments. As the globe
responds to this change, the future of U.S.
humanitarian aid and its global influence
remains to be seen.

Traqlc Fireat Annapurna Girls Hoste,
Panic and Fa

ol Escape Attempt

A
tragic event unfolded at the Annapurna Girls Hostel in
Greater Noida's Knowledge Park-3 area when a fire erupt-
ed on Thursday evening. The blaze, which was reportedly
ignited by an explosion from an air conditioner compres-
sor, quickly spread, causing panic among the resident stu-
dents. As flames engulfed the hostel, students scrambled
to find safety, leading to a distressing scenario where
some found themselves trapped.In a desperate bid for
escape, a video that has since gone viral captures a har-
rowing moment where two girls are seen stranded on a
balcony, facing the terrifying prospect of being caught in
the fire. With no immediate rescue in sight, they made a
fraught decision to attempt an escape on their own. The
footage reveals a failed attempt to use a ladder for their
rescue, which fell short, leaving them with no choice but
to try and climb down.The video's circulation online has
sparked a mix of reactions, with many viewing it merely
as another viral clip, overlooking the grave reality of the
incident. This highlights a concerning desensitization
towards serious events and a lack of awareness about fire
safety. The incident not only showcases the perilous situ-
ation faced by the students but also brings to light the
casual manner in which such grave events are sometimes
received by the public.The first girl's attempt to descend
resulted in a harrowing fall, as she lost her grip and suf-
fered a severe impact. It's feared that she sustained signif-
icant injuries, including a possible broken jaw. In contrast,
the second girl took a more cautious approach, using an
air conditioning unit to aid her descent, which allowed her
to reach safety unharmed.The stark contrast in outcomes
between the two girls' escape attempts underscores the
critical importance of remaining calm during emergen-
cies. The impulsive decision to jump, driven by panic,
starkly highlights the dire consequences of hastily made
choices in life-threatening situations. This event serves as
a grim reminder of the importance of evaluating the safest
options for escape rather than succumbing to panic, which
can exacerbate the danger and lead to severe
injuries.Firefighting teams were eventually able to bring
the fire under control, and investigations are underway to
determine if the hostel was equipped with adequate fire
safety measures. The incident has raised serious questions
about the hostel's preparedness for such emergencies and
whether more could have been done to prevent the blaze
or to ensure a safer evacuation for its residents.This dis-
tressing incident at Annapurna Girls Hostel is a sobering
reminder of the paramount importance of fire safety and
the need for rigorous enforcement of fire safety regula-
tions, especially in residential buildings. It is crucial for
authorities to scrutinize existing safety protocols and to
educate the public on emergency response strategies to
minimize the risk of such tragedies in the future.

\

The historically infamous Jallian
wala Bagh incident, which killed
several Indians during the early
freedom movement is scripted in
the history of Indian books. The
kind of massacre that was created
by the British Empire, then is still

U

International students in the US
who have taken part in campus
protests or shared anti-racist
content on social media are
now facing warnings from the
US Department of State. These
students have been informed
through emails that their visa
has been revoked and are being
asked to voluntarily depart
from the country. This move
could potentially include some
Indian students and has
sparked concerns over the
restrictions on freedom of expres-
sion and the impact of online activ-
ities. The Bureau of Consular
Affairs Visa has been actively send-
ing out these notices, which state
that the revocation is in accordance
with Section 221(i) of the United
States Immigration and Nationality
Act.The emails further detail that
information regarding the revoca-
tion has been shared with officials
overseeing the Student Exchange
Visitor Program, who may then
inform the educational institutions
of the students affected. This clam-

il

fresh in the minds of the
Indian population. Interes
tingly enough. This point
came to discussion at the
United Kingdom, Parliament
as MP Bob Blackman spoke
about it and urged The British
government to apologise to
India on this matter. UK MP
Bob Blackman recently urged
the British government to
issue a formal apology for the
= Jallianwala Bagh massacre of
April 13, 1919. He described how
British troops, under General
Dyer’s command, fired on a peace-
ful gathering in Amritsar, killing
around 1,500 people and injuring
1,200. While General Dyer was
later disgraced, Blackman empha-

sized that the massacre remains a
dark chapter in British colonial his-
tory.In 2019, then-Prime Minister
Theresa May called it a “shameful
scar” but did not formally apolo-
gize. Blackman pressed for an offi-
cial apology, especially with the
massacre’s anniversary approach-
ing. Despite previous expressions
of regret, UK governments have
hesitated due to potential legal and
financial implications.The
Jallianwala Bagh massacre remains
a painful memory in British-Indian
history. Blackman’s appeal aligns
with longstanding demands for an
apology, highlighting the need to
acknowledge historical injustices
and foster reconciliation between
the two nations.

it

the future. To facilitate the

international students, fearing
immediate deportation and future
bans from studying in the US. The
US authorities are reportedly exam-
ining the social media profiles of
students engaged in anti-racist
endeavors, indicating a significant
scrutiny over their online pres-
ence.Moreover, the US Department
of State has highlighted the serious
repercussions of remaining in the
country without a valid visa.
Students found without proper
authorization could face detention
and be denied entry into the US in

pdown has caused unrest among

departure of those who
have received these warn-
_+lings, the department advis-
_|es the use of the CBP Home
|lapp for arranging their
return to their home coun-
tries. The decision to issue
these warnings was report-
edly made after a meeting
flbetween the US

| Department of State and
~Jconsular officials, as per
international media. This has
led to widespread anxiety among
the international student communi-
ty, who now worry about the conse-
guences of their involvement in
social justice activities and the
broader implications for their aca-
demic and professional futures in
the US.In light of these develop-
ments, it's essential for students and
the international community to
remain informed and cautious about
their online and offline activities,
given the potential impact on their
visa status and ability to study in the
United States.
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