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Rescue operations at the collapsed tunnel
in Telangana have entered the 10th day,
with no contact yet established with the
eight trapped individuals. Teams continue
to work around the clock, expanding their
search to other locations in a desperate
attempt to locate and save them. The
missing include engineers and laborers
who were inside the under-construction
tunnel when it caved in.Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy has suggested deploying
robotic technology to assist in the opera-
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tion while ensuring the safety of the res-
cue personnel involved. He reaffirmed the
government's commitment to supporting
the families affected by the tragedy,
assuring them that every possible effort is
being made to bring their loved ones back
safely. The Chief Minister also took the
opportunity to criticize BRS president and
former Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao, as well as Union Minister G. Kishan
Reddy, accusing them of neglecting irri-
atlon projects like the Srisailam Left
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Bank Canal (SLBC) during their tenures.
He claimed that Rao, who served as CM
for a decade, failed to prioritize crucial
infrastructure developments, which could
have prevented such disasters.Despite
continuous rescue efforts, the situation
remains grim. State Excise Minister
Jupally Krishna Rao had earlier stated
that the chances of survival for four indi-
viduals who were located under the debris
were extremely low. "l had said the
chances are very, very remote. | don't
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want to comment further, but we are still
waiting, holding onto the one percent
chance of survival," he said.As rescue
teams work tirelessly, additional resources
and technology are being considered to
speed up the process. With each passing
hour, the urgency increases, and the fami-
lies of the trapped workers remain in dis-
tress, hoping for a breakthrough in the
rescue mission.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi went on a lion safari
at Gir Wildlife Sanctuary
in Gujarat's Junagadh dis-
trict on Monday morning,
on the occasion of the
World Wildlife Day.In a
post on X, Modi said the
population of Asiatic lions "
has seen a steady rise due |
to collective efforts, and
commended the contribu-
tion of tribals and women
living in surrounding areas in
preserving the Asiatic lions'
habitat."This morning, on
#WorldWwildlifeDay, | went on a
Safari in Gir, which, as we all
know, is home to the majestic
Asiatic Lion. Coming to Gir
also brings back many memo-
ries of the work we collectively
did when | was serving as
Gujarat CM," he said."In the last
many years, collective efforts
have ensured that the population
of Asiatic Lions is rising steadi-
ly. Equally commendable is the
role of tribal communities and
women from surrounding areas
In preserving the habitat of the
Asiatic Lion," Modi added.The
prime minister also posted pic-
tures of lions that he came

across during the safari.Union
Minister of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change Bhupender
Yadav, other ministers and sen-
ior forest department officials
accompanied Modi during the
safari. The PM later went to
chair the seventh meeting of the
National Board for Wildlife at
Sasan Gir, the headquarters of
the Gir Wildlife Sanctuary.The
central government has
approved more than Rs 2,900
crore for Project Lion, meant for
the conservation of Asiatic lions
for which Gujarat is the only
abode, stated a government
release.Currently, the Asiatic
lions inhabit nearly 30,000
square kilometres across 53
talukas in 9 districts of Gujarat,
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Not Body-onamin
On Ronit Sh

Congress spokesper-
son Dr. Shama
Mohamed deleted
her controversial
post on X (formerly
Twitter) after facing
backlash for calling
Indian cricket cap-
tain Rohit Sharma
"overweight" and
"unimpressive.
"Following criticism
from the BJP,
Shama defended her
remarks, stating
they were made in a
"generic manner"
and not intended as body-sham—
ing. "I always believed a
sportsperson should be fit. | felt
he was a bit overweight, so |
just tweeted about that. | have
the right to express my opinion
in a democracy,” .Her comments
came after Sharma scored 15
runs off 17 balls during India’s
ICC Champions Trophy match
against New Zealand. Despite
India's 44-run victory, Shama
criticized the team captain's fit-
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ness, calling him "fat" and the
"most unimpressive captain
India has ever had." In another
post, she questioned, "What is
so world-class about him com-
pared to his predecessors? He is
a mediocre captain and player
who got lucky to lead
India."The BJP quickly hit back,
with spokesperson Shehzad
Poonawalla mocking Congress's
electoral record: "Those who
have lost 90 elections under
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it said.Additionally, as
part of a national project,
a National Referral
Centre for Wildlife is
being established on over
20.24 hectares of land at
New Pipalya in Junagadh
ga district, it said.A high-
g tech monitoring centre

o for wildlife tracking and
pes a state-of-the-art hospital
%4 have also been set up in

% Sasan to strengthen con-
servation efforts, the release
said.Earlier, Modi had a night
halt at Sinh Sadan, a forest guest
house managed by the state for-
est department, in Sasan after
his arrival from Somnath where
he offered prayers at the Lord
Shiv temple, the first among 12
jyotirlingas, on Sunday
evening.On Sunday, Modi also
visited Vantara, an animal res-
cue, conservation and rehabilita-
tion centre located at the
Reliance Jamnagar refinery
complex.It is a rescue centre
dedicated to the welfare of cap-
tive elephants and wildlife, pro-
viding sanctuary, rehabilitation
and medical care to animals res-
cued from abuse and exploita-
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Rahul Gandhi's
captaincy are call-
ing Rohit Sharma
unimpressive!"
He added, "Six
ducks in Delhi
and 90 election
losses are impres-
sive, but winning

s the T20 World

\  Cupisn't?"BJP
leader Radhika

Khera also

slammed

Congress, accus-

88 ing the party of

dlsrespectlng ath-
letes. "The same Congress that
humiliated athletes for decades
now dares to mock a cricketing

legend? Rohit Sharma is a

World Cup-winning captain,

while your leader, RahulGandhi,
can't even captain his own party

without crashing it into the
ground!"With political tempers
flaring, the controversy over

Shama Mohamed's remarks con-

tinues to spark heated debate
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For the past seven months, a key road in Central Mumbai has remained
closed due to the partial demolition of the British-era Sion Road Over
Bridge (ROB). The bridge is set to be rebuilt, but the work has been
delayed due to multiple factors.According to Central Railway (CR),
four main reasons have contributed to the delay: the presence of five
trees, a toilet block, power cables, and a building reportedly leased by
the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC). CR officials have
stated that if the BMC clears and hands over the building, it will help
speed up the demolition and reconstruction process.The five trees,
located near the barricaded portion of the ROB, stand along the pathway
leading to Sion railway station. Meanwhile, the reconstruction has also
been slowed down by a toilet block on the west side of the station. The
block remains operational but is surrounded by barricades.A member of
the NGO that has managed the toilet block for 15 years argued that their
facility was unfairly blamed for the delay. He stated that the railway's
demolition work had been progressing very slowly and that they had
already requested a relocation site.CR officials have said that discus-
sions with the BMC regarding the relocation of the toilet block are
underway. They expect to dismantle the structure in the next two to
three days. The official added that the presence of the toilet block had
made it difficult to move in heavy machinery and equipment for the
construction work. The five trees are also expected to be removed
soon.Another issue is a plot of land adjacent to the ROB, allegedly
leased by the BMC, where some families reside. This land needs to be
cleared before an alternative 3.5-metre-wide pedestrian Foot Over
Bridge (FOB) can be built. The new FOB is necessary to facilitate the
demolition of the remaining portion of the ROB, which is currently used
by many pedestrians. Additionally, piling work is ongoing at a public
underpass below the bridge ramp.

30/Yrs Prudvi Looking At TP And J5P?

{;i
8
Senior actor Prudhvi Raj, who is more popular as 30 years Prudhvi
Raj is becoming increasingly reactive in politics, then in films.
After a failed political journey with YSR Congress between 2019
to 2023, he joined in Janasena just before the 2024 election and
started to target the Jagan party.After the election result and the
subsequence sweeping of the NDA alliance in Andhra Pradesh, he
became increasingly active. Today he has become one of the vocal
members on behalf of the NDA alliance in Andhra Pradesh.This
was again observed at the recent film event of Laila, which result-
ed in the controversy after Prudhvi indirectly trolled and mocked
YCP on stage. This invited a lot of criticism from YSR Congress,
social media supporters, but that did not affect Prudhvi too much.
After a brief recovery, he again started to target YCP.Now, there
are unverified media reports that the veteran actor has a big plan at
hand and he is looking for a political career with TDP or JSP in
Andhra Pradesh. This is more in tune with the fact that he does not
have too many film commitments at hand and political cover is the
only way forward for him now.There are media reports that he is
likely to depend entirely on political coverage in the days to follow
as he wishes to be active either in TDP or JSP. If he can find a rev-
enue stream with either of these parties, then things could get
bright for him.However, this is just a media speculation that is in
circulation now, and there is nothing official about it. It has to be
seen. If either of these two parties will actually take the occasion
to Harbour and safeguard him.
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..... In a surprising move, Vijaya Sai Reddy, who had recent-
ly stepped back from the political limelight by announcing
a premature departure from his political career and resign-
ing from the YSR Congress, made a notable reappearance
in the public eye. His unexpected presence was observed in
Hyderabad, where he played a role in welcoming Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar, currently visiting Telangana.
The event marked Reddy's return to the public sphere after
a brief hiatus, raising eyebrows among political
circles.Accompanying the Vice President, Jagdeep
Dhankhar, and the Governor of Telangana, Jishnu Dev
Varma, on their visit to 11T Hyderabad in Medak District
was Reddy, as he shared on social media. His participation
in such a high-profile event, despite having relinquished his
Rajya Sabha membership and the accompanying protocol
privileges, has sparked a wave of speculation and inquiry
among political analysts. Questions are being raised about
how Reddy, now without any official political position, was
allowed to partake in the ceremonial greeting of the Vice
President.This incident has ignited discussions and brought
Reddy back into the political spotlight. His presence along-
side Telugu Desam Rajya Sabha MP Sana Satish during the
Vice President's reception has particularly fueled curiosity,
given Reddy's recent exit from the YSR Congress and his
relinquished parliamentary seat. The scenario raises intrigu-
ing questions regarding the circumstances allowing Reddy
to engage in such a protocol-heavy event, despite his cur-
rent absence of formal political status.The participation of
Vijaya Sai Reddy in the welcoming of Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar has certainly stirred the political pot. It
brings to the fore the complexities and often unpredictable
nature of political interactions and alliances. The details
shared by Reddy himself on social media, highlighting his
involvement in the Vice President's visit, only add layers to
the unfolding narrative. As political observers continue to
delve into the implications of Reddy's sudden re-emergence
in such a significant capacity, the event underscores the
dynamic and ever-evolving landscape of Indian politics.
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In a recent turn of events that has stirred up conversation within
Andhra Pradesh’s political circles, artist Posani Krishna Murali found
himself at the center of controversy. After experiencing chest pain, he
was rushed to Kadapa RIMS Hospital for immediate medical atten-
tion. The incident quickly gained traction, especially among YCP
social media activists, who argued that Posani was in dire need of
treatment due to his severe condition. However, this portrayal was
challenged by the Andhra Pradesh Police, marking a significant twist
in the narrative.Railway Kodur rural Cl, Venkateswarulu, provided a
critical update on the situation, clarifying that Posani's medical scare
was unfounded. According to ClI Venkateswarulu, extensive medical
tests were conducted on Posani, all of which came back normal.
"Posani played a drama today by complaining of chest pain and dis-
comfort," he remarked, debunking the claims of Posani's ill health.
This statement highlights a discrepancy between the concerns raised
by YCP supporters and the police's findings, suggesting that the artist's
health scare could have been a strategic move rather than a genuine
medical emergency.Posani Krishna Murali, who is currently facing
multiple legal challenges that could potentially lead to a lengthy
prison sentence, has once again caught the public eye, albeit under
controversial circumstances. His complaint of chest discomfort and
subsequent hospitalization have been labeled as a maneuver to draw
attention amidst his ongoing judicial remand. The Andhra Pradesh
Police's swift dismissal of Posani's health concerns as merely a 'polit-
ical optic' adds another layer to the unfolding drama, raising questions
about the motives behind this incident. This episode has not only cap-
tivated the attention of political commentators and the general public
in Andhra Pradesh but has also sparked a debate on the use of health
claims for political leverage. With the police's assurance that Posani's
medical tests yielded normal results, the focus now shifts to the impli-
cations of this event on Posani Krishna Murali's legal and political
narrative. As this story continues to develop, it remains to be seen how
it will affect the artist's standing in both the court of law and public

opinion.
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X1 Jinping Convenes Megting to Tackle

Wealth Inequality and Economic Stagnation

In an effort to combat economic
stagnation and the growing disparity
between the wealthy and the under-
privileged, President Xi Jinping of
China convened a notable meeting
on February 17th. This assembly
brought together leading figures
from the corporate world, such as
Alibaba's Jack Ma, underlining the
urgency to rejuvenate the nation's
economic landscape. Xi stressed the
importance of restoring faith in the
business sector and propelling eco-
nomic advancement to address these
issues head-on.Amidst a backdrop
of economic challenges, China is
grappling with a significant wealth
divide that has seen the country's
richest individuals amass an even
greater proportion of wealth.
According to findings by the Hurun
Research Institute, the wealth held
by China’s wealthiest 130,000 peo-
ple soared to 58% in 2024, marking
an increase from 56% the year

Posani Krishna Murali, who was
once a busy actor in Tollywood and
was briefly active in Andhra
Pradesh politics on behalf of YSR.
Congress is now facing the legal
consequences for his earlier
remarks against Chandrababu and

Cinema is often a mirror,
reflecting the stories socie-
ty chooses to celebrate but |
sometimes, that reflection
sparks uncomfortable
questions. Former Vice
President Venkaiah Naidu
became the voice of that
discomfort recently, with

before. This surge underscores the
necessity for the government to take
firmer actions to mitigate the widen-
ing financial inequality.The nation's
economy is under duress, marked by
a downturn in consumer expenditure
and a faltering real estate sector.
These factors have exerted addition-
al strain on the middle and lower-
middle-income groups, contributing
to a modest economic growth rate of
3.5% in the previous year. The gap
between earnings and expenditure is
further restricting consumer spend-
ing, exacerbating the economic cha
llenges faced by these groups.

Pawan Kalyan.
He is currently
in judicial
remand after
being found
guilty for abu-
. sive statements
against the
mentioned
politicians.The
latest update

regarding this
| case is that

- ~ Posani finds

himself in the middle of legal melt-
down as he has as many as 17
police cases filed against him at as
many district Police stations.All 17
of these cases are being actively
pursued by the police department,
and Posani could be coming under

o

comments that have set off
heated debates across film
circles. Calling the glorifi-
cation of smugglers as
heroes unfortunate, his
words have triggered spec-
ulation about whether they
were indirectly aimed at
none other than Allu
Arjun’s Pushpa
franchise.Speaking at a memorial
event in Hyderabad to honor leg-
endary actress and producer
Krishnaveni, Naidu highlighted her
invaluable contributions to Indian
cinema. However, it was his sharp
remarks on the danger of celebrat-
ing illegal activities on screen that

“ \ -
caught everyone’s attention. With
Pushpa’s plot revolving around red
sandalwood smuggling, and Allu
Arjun's portrayal of a smuggler
turned icon, many believe Naidu’s
words were a thinly veiled critique
aimed squarely at the
blockbuster.The Pushpa 2 box
office run touched Rs 1800 crore.

Adding to the concern is the alarm-
ing state of wealth distribution
revealed by data from China
Merchants Bank, which shows that a
mere 2.3% of bank accounts are in
possession of 81% of total wealth.
This stark inequality is further high-
lighted by China's Gini coefficient, a
measure of income disparity, which
stood at 0.427 in 2022. A Gini coef-
ficient of O represents perfect equal-
ity, whereas a score of 1 signifies
extreme inequality, illustrating the
severe imbalance in wealth distribu-
tion within the country.In conclu-
sion, the increasing concentration of
wealth among China’s elite and the
resultant economic strain on lower
income brackets underscore the
urgent need for interventions to
bridge the wealth gap. President Xi
Jinping's engagement with corporate
leaders signifies a critical step
towards addressing these challenges
and revitalizing China's economy.

g

the radar more in the near future. It
is reported that all 17 police sta-
tions are preparing PT warrants
against Posani and are preparing to
investigate him on this case now.Of
the 17 police cases that are filed
against him, it is now being estab-
lished that three police wings have
already prepared the PT warrant
against Paani and they are ready to
take him into custody.The fact that
so many police cases and as many
PT warrants have been filed against
the veteran actor and politician sug-
gest that the Andhra Pradesh Police
department is extremely serious
with his case. On that note, it could
be a fair few months before Posani
gets to see daylight as he looks set
to be locked in by the police

authorities for the near future.
I 1

While fans hail Allu
Arjun’s perform-
ance, the portrayal
of crime figures as
folk heroes has
increasingly drawn
criticism from cer-
tain sections of soci-
ety. Naidu’s com-
ments have now
reignited that
debate, putting both
the film and its cre-
ators back under the
scanner.As Indian
cinema continues to
blur the line
between reality and

entertainment, this con-
troversy could set a new tone for
future films. Will filmmakers
rethink the way they portray moral-
ly grey protagonists or will this
clash between art and responsibility
become just another chapter in the
never-ending love story between
cinema and controversy?
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