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During a notable assembly at the 2025 Republic
Plenary Summit, both Chandrababu Naidu and ten-
nis icon Sania Mirza were highlighted figures.
Naidu, recognized for his visionary leadership, has
been instrumental in advancing various sectors,
including sports, in Southern India. Mirza, a cele-
brated athlete, acknowledged the pivotal role Naidu
played during her formative years, attributing her
successful career to the support and opportunities
facilitated by his administration. The presence of
these two personalities underscored the symbiotic
relationship between political leadership and sports
development.Sania Mirza reminisced about the
early days of her tennis journey, emphasizing the
significant support from Chandrababu Naidu, who
was the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh at the
time. Mirza pointed out the stark contrast between
the opportunities available then and now, highlight-
ing Naidu's exceptional efforts in promoting sports.
"Chandra Babu Naidu garu was the chief minister
while | was growing up back then. | had wonderful
interactions with him. We were one of the few states
when | was younger, compared to other states, that
actually incredible sporting ventures like National
Games. We are talking about 25 years ago," Mirza
shared, shedding light on the then unique position of
Andhra Pradesh in nurturing sports talent.The dia-
logue at the summit brought to the forefront the evo-
lution of sports sponsorship in India, with corporate
companies now actively supporting athletes. This
shift was contrasted with the scenario decades ago
when such backing was scarce. The discussion
revolved around Naidu's foresight and initiative in
promoting sports, which not only enhanced the
infrastructure for various athletic disciplines but
also laid a foundation for future champions like
Sania Mirza. The conversation concluded with an
acknowledgment of Naidu's role as a catalyst in the
development of sports infrastructure and talent in
Southern India, highlighting his contribution
beyond the conventional domains of politics and
industry.

)05 R Hirs Lo S 00

Job cuts in the U.S. surged in February reaching
their highest level since July 2020. Recent reports
revealed that around 172,000 layoffs were
announced last month, marking the worst February
for job losses since 2009. The majority of these lay-
offs were in government positions mainly due to
actions taken by the Department of Government
Efficiency (DOGE) led by Elon Musk.More than
62,000 government jobs were eliminated in
February, accounting for over a third of the total lay-
offs. In the first two months of 2025 nearly 221,000
jobs were cut across various sectors. This marks the
worst start to a year for layoffs since the Great
Recession in 2009. Andrew Challenger, the senior
vice president of the firm pointed to DOGE’s cost-
cutting measures canceled government contracts,
economic uncertainties and private bankruptcies as
key reasons for the sharp rise in job losses.Layoffs
in the federal sector skyrocketed by 41,311% com-
pared to the same period in 2024. This is largely due
to policies introduced by President Donald Trump
and Musk, who have pushed for reducing govern-
ment spending. Agencies such as the Department of
Defense and the U.S. Forest Service have been sig-
nificantly affected by these cuts.
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For L1 visa holders arriving in
the U.S. to start work, acquir-
Ing a Social Security Number
(SSN) promptly is a critical
step. This process, while seem-
ingly straightforward, can
often become complex and
unpredictable. It is not uncom-
mon for first-time applicants to
face bureaucratic hurdles, with
some Social Security
Administration (SSA) offices
requiring additional proof of
work authorization or delaying
processing. This unpredictabili-
ty underscores the importance
of being prepared and seeking
information from the SSA
office where one plans to
apply.The flexibility of the
SSN application process allows
newcomers to choose any SSA
office nationwide, regardless of
their job's location. This means
that whether one is destined to
| | l
The imposition of higher tar-
iffs by the United States on
goods from China, Mexico,
and Canada has opened a
window of opportunity for
Indian exporters to increase
their presence in the U.S.
market. With these countries
facing challenges due to the
new tariffs, India has the
chance to step in and fill the
gap with its cost-effective
production and diverse
range of products. The pres-
ident of the Federation of
Indian Export Organisations
(FIEO) has emphasized the
urgency of seizing this moment,
indicating that time is of the
essence for India to act.However,
this opportunity is fleeting, and
India must move quickly to take
advantage of it. Delays in develop-
ing and implementing effective
trade strategies could allow other
countries, such as Vietnam,
Bangladesh, and Indonesia, to cap-
ture the market. These nations have
been rapidly enhancing their export
infrastructure and trade agree-
ments, positioning themselves as
formidable competitors. India can
leapfrog the need for new manufac-

turing setups under the ‘Make in
India’ initiative by utilizing its
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~work in Michigan or
= Hawaii, they have the
liberty to apply for an
SSN in a state that is
PPRY most convenient for

% them. This flexibility is
particularly beneficial
for those who arrive in
the U.S. months in
advance of their job
start date, enabling
them to save time and
resources by choosing a SSA
office closer to their current
location.Despite the conven-
ience offered, it's vital for
applicants to be mindful of the
address they provide for the
mailing of their SSN card. The
SSA will dispatch the SSN
card to the given address,
which should ideally be in the
state where one's employment
Is based. For instance, if the
employment is in Michigan,
using a Michigan address
ensures the SSN card reaches
the correct destination.
Typically, the delivery of the
SSN card is expected within
two weeks, although mailing
times may vary.Yet, for L1 visa
holders, the journey doesn't
end with simply choosing a
convenient SSA office loca-
tion. The application process
itself can be daunting, espe-

existing manufacturing capabilities
to meet the increased demand from
the U.S.To fully leverage this situa-
tion, India needs to focus on
expanding production in key sec-
tors like textiles, pharmaceuticals,
auto components, and electronics.
Swift action leveraging current
infrastructure could provide India
with a significant advantage.
Moreover, the government must
take decisive steps to reduce export
bottlenecks, improve trade facilita-
tion, and offer incentives to vital
sectors. These measures will help
accelerate India's export
growth.Strengthening manufactur-
ing capabilities and ensuring com-
pliance with U.S. standards are also
crucial for making Indian products
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Visa Holdrs

cially for those navigating it
for the first time. Variations in
processing times across differ-
ent SSA offices necessitate
advance planning. Some
offices might have longer pro-
cessing times, making it cru-
cial for applicants to factor this
into their preparations.The
SSN acquisition process forms
just one part of the bureaucrat-
ic challenges that L1 visa hold-
ers face even before commenc-
ing their employment in the
U.S. Calls for clearer guide-
lines and expedited processing
are growing louder, as these
would significantly smooth the
transition for work visa hold-
ers. As it stands, while the the-
ory suggests a straightforward
path to obtaining an SSN, the
practical experience can vary
greatly, often mired in delays
and additional requirements.In
conclusion, L1 visa holders
must navigate the SSN applica-
tion process with care, under-
standing that while they can
apply at any SSA office in the
U.S., challenges may still arise.
Planning, patience, and persist-
ence are key in overcoming
bureaucratic hurdles and ensur-
Ing a smooth start to their
employment journey in the
United States.

tumity Amia US, Tanfr Snif

more competitive in the
U.S. market. The U.S.
tariffs present a not-to-
be-missed chance for
India, but it requires
prompt and proactive
government policies and
& agile business strategies
to make the most of it.
India might even consid-
er reducing tariffs on
U.S. imports to foster
better trade relations and
secure reciprocal bene-
fits, thus making its
exports more appealing.By
strategically targeting the U.S. mar-
ket, India can not only occupy the
space left by Canada, China, and
Mexico but also potentially capture
a significant market share. This
strategy could help mitigate the
impact of lowered tariffs on U.S.
imports in the long run. "The word
‘tariff' may be a favorite of Donald
Trump, as he has claimed several
times, but it is also creating
tremors worldwide. Investors are
closely monitoring how these new
tariffs will affect various sectors.
Many are worried, but in every tur-
moil, the one who searches for
opportunity is the wise one," exem-
plifies the broader context in which
India's strategic moves play out.
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US supreme Court Clears Way for

Tahawwur Rana's Extraaition to

The US Supreme Court has
made a decisive move by
dismissing the emergency
petition from Tahawwur
Rana, who is convicted for
his involvement in the
Mumbai terror attacks,
against his extradition to
India. This petition, which
Rana filed, citing concerns
of potential torture in India,
was one among the several
legal avenues he pursued in
an attempt to avoid extradi-
tion. Rana, a Canadian
national of Pakistani
descent, is currently incar-
cerated in a Los Angeles
prison. Over the years, India
has been actively seeking
his return to face charges
related to the 26/11
attacks.Rana had taken his
case to various federal
courts in the United States,
all of which turned down
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YS Jagan's recent
remarks about Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan, where he
quipped, "Corporator Ki
ekkuva, MLA Ki
Thakkuva," have sparked
a flurry of responses. His
sarcastic tone did not go
unnoticed and was
promptly challenged by
supporters of the ruling
NDA. The incident,
marked by Jagan's charac-
teristic approach of stirring
political debates with his
comments and then returning
to Bengaluru, has now esca-
lated to legal realms. A group
of Janasainiks, deeply offend-
ed by Jagan's words, lodged a
complaint at the Dwarka
Tirumala police station in
Eluru, calling for legal action
against the former chief min-
ister for his derogatory state-
ment.

Political Statements Lead to
Legal Complaints

The action taken by the
Janasainiks highlights the thin
line between political rhetoric
and what is considered offen-
sive or derogatory enough to
warrant police attention. They
didn't stop at just filing a
police complaint; they went
on to stage protests at the

his appeals. His efforts
included a writ peti-
tion to the US
Supreme Court on

- November 13, 2020,

e

/17, following his unsuc-

11 cessful appeal in the
US Court of Appeals
In San Francisco. The
US government
responded to his Supreme
Court writ with a 20-page
affidavit, advocating for the
petition’s dismissal. The
Supreme Court’s decision to
reject Rana’s plea clears a
significant hurdle for his
extradition process, marking
a critical step forward in
India's long-standing efforts
to bring him to justice.The
push for Rana’s extradition
gained notable attention
during Prime Minister
Modi’s visit to the US,
where then-President Trump
highlighted the US's inten-
tion to extradite "the most
dangerous person accused
of the 26/11 Mumbai terror
attack" to India. Trump's
statements hinted at a
broader initiative to extra-
dite criminals to India, sug-
gesting that Rana's transfer
could occur within the

ST
local MPDO office, demand-
ing that steps be taken against
Jagan for his comments. This
episode underscores the
increasing tendency to seek
legal recourse for political
statements, demonstrating the
heightened sensitivities in
today's political climate.
However, it's important to
note that such remarks are
often seen as part of the
rough and tumble of politics,
with little expectation of legal
consequences.

Unified Opposition Against
Jagan

Ironically, Jagan's attempt to
disparage Pawan Kalyan may
have had an unintended
effect. Instead of isolating the
Deputy Chief Minister, his
comment has served to unite
supporters of the Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) and the

A

India

forthcoming months. This
development reflects the
ongoing cooperation
between the US and India in
combating terrorism and
underscores the importance
of international collabora-
tion in ensuring justice for
the victims of the Mumbai
attacks.Rana's connection to
the 26/11 attacks extends to
his association with David
Coleman Headley, identi-
fied as a principal architect
of the attacks. Reports indi-
cate that Rana assisted
Headley, who had conduct-
ed reconnaissance missions
in Mumbai prior to the
attacks, by leveraging his
travel agency as a cover for
their activities. Their collab-
oration played a pivotal role
in planning the terrorist
attacks, leading to charges
of terrorism and conspiracy
against both individuals.
Rana's arrest by FBI offi-
cers in Chicago came about
a year after the tragic events
in Mumbai, marking the
beginning of a protracted
legal battle that has culmi-
nated in the recent Supreme
Court decision.

it Un

Jana Sena Party
. (JSP). Both sets of
supporters, provoked
\/ | by Jagan's taunt,
have come together
to retaliate. This uni-
fication against a
common adversary is
a significant develop-
ment, given the often
fractious nature of
political alliances and
~ enmities. It suggests
that political leaders'
attempts to belittle opponents
can sometimes backfire, fos-
tering unity among those tar-
geted.Despite the initial
uproar and the subsequent
legal complaint filed by the
Janasainiks, it's clear that
such political exchanges are
becoming increasingly com-
mon. The expectation of any
serious legal action being
taken in matters like these
remains low. The real take-
away from this episode is the
rallying of TDP and JSP sup-
porters in opposition to Jagan,
showcasing how political
dynamics continue to evolve
In unexpected ways. The inci-
dent serves as a reminder of
the powerful impact of words
in the political arena and the
unpredictable consequences
they can trigger.
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In the midst of ongoing trade negotiations between the United
States and India, the issue of car import tariffs stands as a major
point of contention. The U.S. has made a request for India to
remove these tariffs altogether as part of a proposed trade agree-
ment. However, India's response has been one of caution, express-
ing willingness to consider further reductions but stopping short of
agreeing to eliminate them entirely. The current tariffs, which can
soar as high as 110%, have been a longstanding barrier for foreign
car manufacturers, including high-profile names like Tesla, whose
CEO Elon Musk has voiced his frustrations over the restrictive pol-
icy.India's stance on the matter is influenced by concerns over the
potential impact on its domestic car industry, which enjoys signifi-
cant protection through these high tariffs. Local manufacturers,
such as Tata Motors and Mahindra & Mahindra, have been vocal in
their opposition to lowering tariffs, fearing it could undermine local
investments and harm the industry. Despite this resistance, India
has shown some flexibility in the past, evidenced by reduced tariffs
on luxury motorcycles and a willingness to reconsider surcharges
on high-end cars. This indicates a potential openness to negotiating
a more favorable trade environment with the U.S., albeit with a
cautious approach to protecting its own automotive sector.The
trade talks are a reflection of the broader economic and diplomatic
engagement between the U.S. and India, with both nations explor-
ing ways to deepen their trade relationship while addressing mutu-
al concerns. Indian Trade Minister Piyush Goyal's ongoing discus-
sions in the U.S. signify the importance of these negotiations, as
India evaluates the implications of adjusting its tariff policies. The
U.S.'s push for zero tariffs on car imports highlights the challenges
and opportunities inherent in forging a compromise that can bene-
fit both countries.Complicating the dialogue is the backdrop of crit-
ical comments from prominent figures, including U.S. President
Donald Trump, who has criticized India's high tariffs and hinted at
the possibility of reciprocal measures. This rhetoric underscores the
tension between the desire to access India's burgeoning car market
and the need to protect domestic industries in both nations.As the
negotiations proceed, the future of the U.S.-India trade relationship
remains uncertain, with car import tariffs emerging as a key issue
to be resolved. India's careful consideration of the U.S. request
reflects its broader strategy of balancing international trade objec-
tives with domestic economic priorities. The outcome of these dis-
cussions could have significant implications for the global automo-
tive industry and the economic ties between two of the world's
largest economies.
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..... It is known that controversial director, Ram Gopal Verma is one
of the most aggressive and propagative personalities in Indian cin-
ema. To mess with people and a different scenarios, which often
lands him in deep trouble.However, on a personal front, Varma has
been delivered a rude shock as the Andheri court has issued a non
bailable warrant against him over a check bounce case that was
filed earlier.Going into the story, a private company filed a case
against Ram Gopal Varma back in 2018, saying that the check that
he issued to them was not cleared and got bounced later.
Subsequently, a check bounce case was filed against Ram Gopal
Varma and it has now reached the court of Law.The original case
that was filed against Varma has a financial compensation of ?3.72
lakh towards the victim. However, this decision was challenged by
Ram Gopal Varma in the court, as he said he is not complied to
make compensation or serve the three months jail term that was
sentenced to him by the court.However, this appeal from Varma
was not encouraged by the Andheri court, which had consequently
issued a non-bailable warrant against the controversial director. In
this check bounce case. However, he will be able to appeal the
same at a higher court, and the current proceedings have been
adjourned till July 28.The plausible option here for Verma is to set-
tle the case out of the court and close out the dispute before things
turn more shaky and aggressive against him. But he is willing to
fight the legal battle, which is an extremely excruciating process.
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