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   
   

   

  
    
  
  
 
   


  
    
 
    
    
     
     
 
     
    

   



    

   
      
       

    
    
     
   
    
     



      

      
      
 

     
      
     
     
     
 
    
    

 

    
     
    

     

   



    

    
 
      
    

   
      
     
     


       
      
     


      
    

      
     


     

        
      
      
       
      




    

    

   
   
    
    
   
    

   

    
   
  

    
   
    
   
 


     
  
   



    
  
   
    
      
     
   
     
     
  
    

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
       
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      
      
       
     
       
 
      
      

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 

 
  
  
  

 
  
 
  
   

  
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      
       
        
   
 


      



 
  
       
      




2 
9 SUNDAY MARCH 2025




            

 
       
 
 

      
      







         
        
       
         


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     
    
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      
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  
    
   
  

   
 
  

  

   
     
    
   
    
    
   
    
   
    
   
     
    

  

    




        
     
       
     
    
    
     
     
       
     
    



     
     

    
     
    


     
      
    
      
     

    
       
    


     
     
     
     
     
     
    
    
    
     
     
    

    
   
    
    
   

   
      


    

   
      



  

    
   
   
    
   
     
   
   


      

    
      
    
      
    

   
    

   
    
   
     

    
   
    
     
   
   
    
     

    
     

    

    
    
     
    
     
     
    
      
    

  
   
     
    

    
 
       
   

    
    
      
   
   
    
     
    
     
   

     
     
    
   
   
    
    
    
    
 
   

    
    




           

       
      

       

        

         

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



         
 

        

        







       
      

       

       
       
  
      
     

        
       

        
     
       
     
      






















































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
       
        


      
     




     

  





     

       
      
      

      
     
      
      


     
     
     
        
     
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





































































   
  
       
      

  
     
   
    
    

    
    
    
     
     
     


    
       
     





      
     
      
     
 
 
     
    

     
     
      
    





      

     
    


       
    
    
     
      


     
 
     
 
    
      
    
     

   
    
    
     
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
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




     
    
     
   
   

     

     
    
   
   
    
    
     
     

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











 

























































      
     
     
      

    
    
   

 
   
   
   

   
    
     
     

     

     
     


      

    

      
      
 


     
       

      
      
      

      



      
  

    
    
   
    
    
   
     

    

    
    
     
    
     


      
   
     
      


    
    
    
  


 
  
   
 
    
      
    


      
     





    


    


     
 

    
   
    
    
      
    

     
     

      
     
     
     
     


      
    


     
      
     
     
    
       





     
    
      
     
      
      

      
     

      
       

     
     
        


       


    
     
   







     
       
      
    
      
 
       
      
     
      
     


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


     
       

     
     
   
    
      

   
     
   
       
   

      
      

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Andhra Pradesh Government Rules Out Immediate District Reorganization
In a recent update from the
Andhra Pradesh government,
it has been clarified that there
are no immediate plans to
modify the current district
configurations within the state.
This confirmation came direct-
ly from Anagani Satyaprasad,
the State Revenue Minister,
during a session in the
Legislative Council. Despite
enga ging in discussions and
receiving mu ltiple inquiries
about district reorganization,
the government, led by Chief
Minister N Chandrababu Naidu,
remains steadfast in its decision not
to pursue any changes at this time.
Satyaprasad also took a moment to
critique the prior administration
under the YSR Congress Party
(YSRCP) for their approach to dis-
trict reorganization, calling it unsci-
entific and disorganized. He pointed
out that these changes were made
without proper debate in the state
cabinet, highlighting a lack of due
process in previous efforts to restruc-
ture the districts. Meanwhile, he did
acknowledge ongoing considerations
for new revenue divisions in
Addanki and Madakasira, along with
proposals for Emmiganur and
Udayagiri, indicating a focused
approach on enhancing administra-

tive divisions rather than altering dis-
trict boundaries.The topic of district
reorganization has been a subject of
discussion within the state's political
circles, particularly within the TDP
politburo. In early February, there
was a detailed conversation about the
potential creation of new districts,
driven by public demands and sug-
gestions for additional districts to
improve administrative efficiency.
Despite these discussions, Chief
Minister Naidu's administration has
chosen a cautious path, prioritizing
stability over major structural
changes.Furthermore, despite past
promises to address any issues aris-
ing from the previous government's
district reorganization, Chief
Minister Naidu seems reluctant to
make significant alterations. This

includes refrain ing from chang-
ing district headquarters,
despite requests from local
communities. The previous
YSRCP government's reorga-
nization efforts, aimed at cre-
ating one district per Lok
Sabha constituency, faced crit-
icism for potentially causing
instability due to future delim-
itations. This included the cre-
ation of specific districts like
Alluri Sitarama Raju (ASR)
and Parvatipuram-Manyam to

cater to tribal constituencies, a
move that experts warned against
due to the dynamic nature of Lok
Sabha constituency boundaries.In
essence, the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment's current stance reflects a delib-
erate choice to maintain the status
quo regarding district organization.
This decision underscores a prefer-
ence for addressing administrative
needs through the formation of new
revenue divisions rather than under-
taking comprehensive district reorga-
nization. As the state moves forward,
it seems that any structural changes
to its districts will be approached
with caution, taking into considera-
tion the complexities and potential
impacts of such reconfigurations on
the local administrative framework
and community representation.

Speculation Over Rohit Sharma's Retirement and BCCI's Future Plans

In
the wake of several cricket legends
announcing their exit from One Day
Internationals (ODIs) following the
Champions Trophy, speculation is rife
about who from the Indian cricket
team might join the retirement list.
With cricket giants like Steve Smith,
Mushfiqur Rahim, and England's cap-
tain Jos Buttler stepping down, eyes
are now on Indian stalwarts Rohit
Sharma, Virat Kohli, and Ravindra
Jadeja, who have already exited the
T20 format post the last T20 World
Cup. Reports suggest that Rohit

Sharma may consider retire-
ment after the ICC Champions
Trophy 2025, which is set to
be held in the ODI format,
though official confirmation is
pending until the tournament's
conclus ion.The Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) hinted at potential
changes to the central con-
tracts, reflecting the evolving

landscape of Indian cricket as players
evaluate their careers. According to
BCCI sources, discussions about
Rohit Sharma's future, especially con-
cerning his captaincy, are underway.
"Rohit Sharma believes he still has
the ability to play cricket. He has
already been told to inform about his
future plans. Retirement is his deci-
sion. But, there is a discussion going
on about continuing as captain. Rohit
himself understands how important a
stable captain is to prepare the team
for the next ODI World Cup," BCCI
sources revealed. The board has also

engaged with Virat Kohli, although
no concerns have arisen from these
discussions. The fate of Rohit's career
and his role within the team remain a
focal point of speculation until the
Champions Trophy's end.The BCCI's
considerations extend to the A+ grade
contracts awarded to players exce
lling across all three formats. With
India's top players retiring from T20s,
and potentially from ODIs next, a
reevaluation of the grading system
seems inevitable. "If [Rohit] leans
towards retirement, the board will
consider what to do next. Similarly,
there is a possibility of taking action
regarding the central contracts," the
BCCI sources added, indicating a
forthcoming shift in how player con-
tributions are valued and rewarded.
As the cricket world awaits decisions
from its Indian veterans, the impact
on team dynamics and the central
contract system underscores the sig-
nificant transitions underway in the
sport.

They Deceive Us, Let Us Down: TVK Chief Vijay Targets DMK On Women's Day After Muslim Outreach
For the first time since founding Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam, actor-turned-politician
Thalapathy Vijay has openly criticized the
ruling DMK government in Tamil
Nadu.In a Women's Day address, he
accused the government of failing to
ensure women's safety and vowed politi-
cal change in the 2026 elections. It comes
a day after his Muslim outreach program
where he hosted an iftar party in
Chennai.In a video message, Vijay
extended his Women's Day wishes to the
women of Tamil Nadu, emphasizing that
happiness is only possible when security
is assured. "We all elected this DMK gov-
ernment together, but now we know how

they deceive us and let us down when we
trusted them. Change is the only con-
stant," he declared. He urged the people
to remain determined for change, assuring
them, "In all situations, I will be with
you, whether you are a son, brother, sis-
ter, or friend."
Vijay Hosts Iftar Party
Meanwhile, Vijay hosted a grand Iftar
gathering at YMCA Grounds in
Royapettah, Chennai, on Friday. He sport-
ed white attire and a skull cap and took
part in the evening prayers before break-
ing the fast.The event, reportedly organ-
ized by Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam, saw a
massive turnout, with imams from 15

mosques across Chennai in attendance.
Nearly 3,000 people were accommodated
for the feast, and reports suggest that

Vijay himself observed a full day of
fasting.Addressing the gathering, Vijay
extended his greetings to the Muslim
community, acknowledging their com-
mitment to the teachings of Prophet
Muhammad and the values of humani-
ty and brotherhood. "I am very happy
to extend this warm invitation to all
the Muslim relatives who followed the
life of the great man Prophet
Muhammad," he said.With these back-
to-back public appearances, Vijay's

political positioning is becoming
increasingly assertive, setting the stage
for a highly anticipated political battle in
2026.

Rekha Gupta to Launch Mahila Samriddhi
Yojana, Empowering Women on Women’s Day

The Delhi government, led by Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, is set to launch the Mahila
Samriddhi Yojana along with a scheme for free
LPG cylinders during Holi and Diwali on
Saturday, Women's Day. The official announce-
ment will take place at a special Mahila Diwas
programme at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, with
BJP president JP Nadda and other senior leaders
in attendance.As part of its election promises, the
BJP had pledged to provide ?2,500 per month to
women from economically weaker backgrounds
under the Mahila Samriddhi Yojana. Now, with
the government in place, the Delhi Cabinet is
expected to approve the scheme in its meeting on
Saturday, after which the rollout will begin.
Officials estimate that around 15 to 20 lakh
women will benefit from this initiative.The gov-
ernment is also working on an online portal for
registrations to ensure a smooth and transparent
process. The IT department is integrating various
databases to verify eligibility and make sure only
deserving beneficiaries receive the aid. The
income eligibility is likely to be capped at ?2.5
lakh per year for women aged 18 to 60
years.This scheme follows similar programs
launched in other BJP-ruled states, such as Ladli
Behna Yojana in Madhya Pradesh and Ladki
Bahin Yojana in Maharashtra. The Delhi govern-
ment plans to increase the budget for the scheme
in the next financial year to include all eligible
women.Meanwhile, AAP has criticized the BJP
for not implementing the scheme in the first
Cabinet meeting as promised by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Opposition leader Atishi wrote
to CM Rekha Gupta, urging her to ensure the
immediate transfer of ?2,500 to women's
accounts. With Women's Day just around the cor-
ner, she said, women across Delhi are waiting for
the promise to be fulfilled.With the much-await-
ed launch happening on Saturday, thousands of
women in Delhi are hopeful that financial sup-
port will soon reach them, giving them a much-
needed boost towards economic stability.
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Kamala Harris Sets Sights on California
Governor: A Strategic Political Pivot

After suffering defeat in the US
election to Republican Donald
Trump, who clinched victory with
312 electoral votes against her 226,
Kamala Harris is contemplating a
pivot in her political career.
Reports have emerged, citing mul-
tiple newspapers, that the former
Vice President is gearing up to
enter the race for California
Governor. This move comes
amidst whispers of her possibly
sidestepping the 2028 Presidential
run. Having hinted at her guberna-
torial ambitions in recent appear-
ances, Harris is expected to con-
firm her decision shortly.Gavin
Newsom, the current Governor of
California, might soon see Harris as a
contender for his position. Despite the
setback in the presidential race, where
Harris's efforts fell short in key swing
states, she remains undeterred. In her
message to supporters, Harris empha-
sized resilience and the ongoing fight for
"freedom, justice, and the future," sug-

gesting that setbacks do not spell the end
of her political journey. This spirit of
perseverance underlines her potential
candidacy for California's gubernatorial
race.California, a state that has favored
Democratic candidates for years, might
prove to be a fertile ground for Harris's
political resurgence. Party insiders are
buoyed by the belief that Harris's candi-

dacy would be successful,
given the state's political
leanings. They also disclosed
her current deliberation over
not pursuing a presidential
bid in 2028, further indicat-
ing that her focus might be
shifting more towards state-
level leadership.In her after-
math of the electoral defeat,
Harris shared a poignant
reflection, asserting, "some-
times it takes time for posi-
tive results, but that doesn't
mean she can't win." This
sentiment captures the
essence of her speculated

gubernatorial run. Her call to her sup-
porters to rise, engage, and fight for
what they believe in not only resonates
as a campaign message but also as a per-
sonal creed post-election. As California
awaits her final decision, the political
landscape watches with bated breath,
ready for Harris's next move in her sto-
ried career.

Behind the Headlines: The Personal Toll
of Ranya Rao's Gold Smuggling Case

In
a significant development in the gold
smuggling case involving Kannada
actress Ranya Rao, the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI) arrested her
at Bengaluru Airport for attempting to
smuggle a substantial amount of gold
from Dubai. Ranya Rao was found try-
ing to smuggle 14.2 kg of gold, valued at
over Rs 12.56 crore, leading to her
arrest. This incident has caused quite a
stir, with a photo of Rao, showcasing
bruises and swollen eyes, making rounds
on social media platforms.During her

interrogation, Ranya Rao
admitted to her involvement
in the gold smuggling opera-
tion. Her confession revealed
her frequent travels to Dubai
over the past year, raising sus-
picions and leading to her
arrest. Additionally, Rao's
travel history includes trips to
Europe, America, and the
Middle East, hinting at the
extensive nature of her travels
which the officials are scruti-
nizing for any connections to

international gold smuggling
networks.The investigation into Ranya
Rao's case has unearthed a total seizure
worth Rs 17.29 crore, indicating the
large scale of the smuggling operation.
The authorities are delving deeper into
her past travels to uncover potential links
with gold smuggling rings. Ranya Rao's
stepfather, DGP K Ramachandra Rao,
who holds a significant position as the
Chairman and Managing Director of the
Karnataka State Police Housing and
Infrastructure Development Corporation
Ltd, has also come under the scanner,

with investigators probing the possibility
of any political connections to the
case.Ranya Rao's emotional breakdown
in court, following the special court for
economic offenses in Bengaluru's deci-
sion to grant her custody to the DRI until
4 pm on March 10th, highlighted the per-
sonal toll the case has taken on her. She
disclosed to the authorities that she was
dealing with mental trauma and sleepless
nights, a testament to the stress and pres-
sure she is under.The actress further
revealed her occupation as a freelancer
in real estate in Dubai, which necessitat-
ed her frequent visits to the city. This
detail adds another layer to the ongoing
investigation, as it could provide insights
into her travel patterns and potential
motives behind the smuggling.Ranya's
husband, Jatin Hukkeri, an architect
known for designing various pubs and
microbreweries, is also under investiga-
tion. The scrutiny of his recent transac-
tions and travel history by law enforce-
ment is part of a broader effort to unrav-
el the extent of the smuggling network
and identify other individuals who might
be involved.

Trump Hits At India’s Tariffs, Exposes Weak Structure
The President of the United States, Donald
Trump had been particularly aggressive
when it comes to the kind of tariffs that
other countries are imposing on the United
States. After having hit back at countries
like China and Japan, already, Trump has
now set his focus on India.Trump has now
announced from the White House that
India charges high tariffs on the United
States and said that he is ready to recipro-
cate the same now.“India charges us mas-
sive tariffs. Massive. You can't even sell
anything in India. They have agreed, by

the way; they want to cut their tariffs way
down now because somebody is finally
exposing them for what they have done.”
Trump stated.Trump said that the Indian
government is now ready to bring down
the massive tariffs that were earlier
enforced. He said India is now ready to
cut the tariffs after getting exposed for
what they have done in the
past.Considering the aggressive nature of
Trump, he appears to be enforcing more
strict and severe tariffs on India in order
to ensure that the country reciprocate by lowering the existing diff on the United

States. This strategy appears to be
working as Trump has now
announced that India is ready to go
bring down the tariffs that it was ear-
lier enforcing on the United
States.These tariffs include a wide
range of products, including electron-
ics, gadgets, automobile, and other
key components. So it has to be seen
how India will react to the new tariff
system that is being enforced by the
Trump administration in the United

States.

1st Time Under Trump: US
Opens H-1B visa process

..For the first time after the onset of the Donald
Trump administration in the United States, the
country has opened the gates for the H 1B visa
registration today. With the process officially
kickstarting today, here is a look into the story
regarding the matter.As many as 85,000 aspi-
rants are filing for H1B visas this year. This
number could go up further in the days to fol-
low based on the current prevailing trend.This
entry process will start on March 7, and will go
on till March 22. This is primarily intended to
create more employment opportunities for the
skilled labour from other countries in the
United States.On this matter, a seasoned critic
who is versed with the immigration process
remarked that the newly enforced process is
going to be more effective.“The gold card is
for big businesses focusing on high end talent
to boost the economy. It’s basically like an
addition to the H1B Visa in a way, it’s just
more permanent. Most Americans would have
no issue with our close neighbors to the north
coming over, and I would suggest a green
card/residency that lasts a certain period of
time myself. So we can weed out the bad
actors.” The communication from the critic
read.As is known, the price of each H 1B visa
filing is going to be $215 which is again a stan-
dard pricing model.

Naga Babu Files MLC Nomination in AP
It is already known that the election commission has
issued the notification for fulfilling of the nominated
posts in Andhra Pradesh. In this context, something
very interesting happened today as Naga Babu, who
represents Janasena party, filed his nomination for the
MLC position today.Naga Babu filed the nomination
papers for the upcoming MLC elections in Andhra
Pradesh and he was accompanied by the representa-
tives of the NDA led government of Andhra
Pradesh.Telugu Desam’s Nara Lokesh and Janasena’s
Nadendla Manohar were by Naga Babu’s side as he
submitted the nomination papers to the returning offi-
cer a short while ago. This is a crucial leg in the
upcoming MLC nomination process.The Janasena
candidate is going to be supported by Telugu Desam
and BJP in the upcoming nomination process, and it
is only a matter of time before his nomination gets
validated by the MLA voting in Andhra Pradesh
Assembly.Now that denomination process has been
completed, we need to wait and see how the election
process will go. But in terms of number game and the
required majority, the candidate has enough impetus
on his side to be nominated to the legislative coun-
cil.Considering the fact that the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment had already announced that Naga Babu will
be included in the state cabinet his nomination as an
MLC is only going to be of formality now.The real
discussion is about what will be the nature of the
portfolio that will be given to Naga Babu after he
gets included in the cabinet.
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

  
       
      

       
      
       

       




       

       
      
     
     

       
 
       
      





        

      


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       
     
        
       

        
       
     
 
      
     
      

       
      
      

      



        


         
       















 





























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
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

























