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RBI Lowers Repo Rate To 6%, Second Consecutive Cut To Spur Demand
The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Wednesday low-
ered the key lending rate,
or repo rate, by 25 basis
points, bringing it down to
6%.The announcement
came following the con-
clusion of the central
bank's Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) meet-
ing, led by Governor
Sanjay Malhotra, which
spanned three days begin-
ning 7 April."After a com-
prehensive evaluation of
the evolving macroeconomic and
financial conditions and outlook,
the MPC unanimously voted to
reduce the policy repo rate by 25
basis points to 6% with immedi-
ate effect," stated Sanjay
Malhotra.This marks the second
consecutive rate cut, following a

similar reduction in February. It
also represents Governor Malho
tra's second major public address
since assuming the role in
December 2024.The rate reduc-
tion comes at a time when infla-
tion has fallen below 4%, amid
increasing concerns about a slow-
down in economic growth. The

central bank's move aims
to stimulate demand and
encourage
investment.Accordingly,
the Standing Deposit
Facility (SDF) rate under
the Liquidity Adjustment
Facility has been revised
to 5.75%, while the
Marginal Standing
Facility (MSF) rate now
stands at 6.25%.In addi-
tion, the RBI has shifted
its monetary policy
stance from 'neutral' to

'accommodative'."It was also
resolved to shift the stance from
neutral to accommodative. The
bank recognises that the rapidly
evolving situation necessitates
ongoing monitoring and reassess-
ment of the economic outlook,"
said the RBI Governor.

26/11 Accused Tahawwur Rana Set To Face Trial In India
After US Extradition; Jails In Delhi, Mumbai Prepped Up

With 26/11 mastermind
Tahawwur Rana scheduled to
arrive in India on Wednesday, two
prisons-one in Delhi and another
in Mumbai-have been discreetly
instructed to make special
arrangements, in accordance with
recommendations from the US
judiciary regarding extradited
individuals, reported the Times of
India.Initially, Rana is expected to
be in the custody of the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) for
several weeks. The operation was
overseen by National Security
Adviser Ajit Doval, alongside
officials from the Ministry of
Home Affairs.Rana, a Pakistani-
Canadian national and active
member of Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT), facilitated the acquisition
of passports for his associate,
Pakistani-American David
Coleman Headley (also known as
Dawood Gilani), enabling him to
travel to India and identify targets
for the terrorist attack being
orchestrated by Lashkar in coor-
dination with the Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI), Pakistan's intel-
ligence agency.Rana reportedly
expressed satisfaction over the
deaths in Mumbai on 26
November 2008, and claimed that

the terrorists responsible
deserved Pakistan's
highest military honours
posthumously.To date,
only Ajmal Kasab-the
sole LeT terrorist cap-
tured alive during the
26/11 attacks-has been
prosecuted.In February,
US President Donald
Trump confirmed
Rana's extradition to
India, stating he was

pleased to announce that Rana
would be "returning to India to
face justice".The extradition
marks the outcome of consistent
efforts by the Modi government
since 2019. In December of that
year, India submitted a formal
diplomatic request to the United
States for Rana's
extradition.Subsequently, on 10
June 2020, India filed a legal
request seeking his provisional
arrest as a precursor to the extra-
dition process.According to docu-
ments submitted in a US court by
both nations, Rana was a close
associate of ISI officer Major
Iqbal, the alleged mastermind
behind the Mumbai attacks.
Together, Rana and Headley laid
the foundation for the deadly
assaults.Investigators claim Rana
personally travelled to Mumbai
via Dubai in advance of the
attacks to ensure logistical details
were in place.A police report
states: "He checked into the
Renaissance Hotel in Powai dur-
ing his visit to India between 11
and 21 November 2008. The
attacks occurred five days after
his departure."A document from
the US Department of Justice
details how Rana and Headley

were arrested by the FBI in 2009
while conspiring to attack a
Danish newspaper and providing
material support to Lashkar from
2005 to 2009.In testimony pro-
vided in a US court, Headley
recounted that in early summer
2006, he and two Lashkar opera-
tives discussed setting up an
immigration office in Mumbai as
a front for his reconnaissance
activities. He later travelled to
Chicago to inform Rana, his long-
time friend since their school
days in Pakistan, of his mission to
scout targets in India.Their col-
laboration was such that, by late
summer 2009, they agreed that
funds previously given to Rana
could be redirected to support
Headley's operations in Denmark.
Evidence revealed that Rana
impersonated Headley in an email
to the Danish newspaper.In the
case of the Mumbai attacks,
Headley obtained Rana's approval
to open a branch of First World
Immigration Services-Rana's
company based in Chicago and
other locations-in Mumbai, using
it as a cover for his surveillance.
Between 2007 and 2008, Headley
visited India five times, conduct-
ing reconnaissance under a five-
year visa which Rana had helped
him secure.According to the jus-
tice department, "Rana instructed
a First World associate to prepare
documents supporting Headley's
cover story and guided him on
how to obtain a visa for travel to
India."Mumbai Police also
unearthed email correspondence
between Headley and Rana,
which included discussions about
Major Iqbal.

Mumbai-Delhi Expressway Status:
12-Hour Travel, 5-State Boost

India is getting ready for a major step forward in
infrastructure as the Mumbai- Delhi Expressway
nears completion. This ambitious project aims to
make travel between the country's capital, Delhi,
and its financial hub, Mumbai, much faster and
smoother. According to a report by The Times of
India (TOI), the expressway will pass through key
states, including Haryana, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Gujarat, and Maharashtra. It starts from
Alipur village near Sohna, close to Gurugram.At
present, the drive from Gurugram to Vadodara
takes about 20 to 22 hours. With this new express-
way and a specially designed tunnel near Kota in
Rajasthan, the travel time is expected to be cut
down to just 10 to 12 hours. The expressway will
allow vehicles to travel at speeds of up to 120 kilo-
metres per hour, reducing the overall journey time
between Delhi and Mumbai to around 12
hours.Originally planned as an eight-lane road, the
expressway has been built in a way that allows
future expansion to twelve lanes if traffic increas-
es. The project has cost more than Rs 1 lakh crore
and is not just about faster journeys-it is also
meant to boost the economy by improving trade
and transport between the two major
cities.Environmental care has also been taken dur-
ing planning and construction. Special attention
was given to the tunnel near Kota, which lies close
to the Mukundra Tiger Reserve. Efforts were
made to reduce harm to the local environment and
ensure the safety of wildlife. This shows that the
project is trying to balance development with con-
servation.The expressway is expected to bring
many economic and social benefits. It will make
transportation cheaper and more efficient, help in
developing remote areas, and improve access to
services. It may also attract businesses, promote
tourism, and create new job opportunities. These
changes could lead to real improvements in the
quality of life for people living in the regions it
crosses.By connecting several important states
and cities, the expressway will also make travel
more convenient. It will serve as a key route for
vehicles entering from Delhi and the surrounding
National Capital Region (NCR), offering a much-
improved travel experience.The wildlife-friendly
tunnel near the Mukundra Tiger Reserve is just
one example of how the expressway has tried to
meet both human and environmental needs. It
reflects a new approach to infrastructure-one that
supports progress without ignoring the importance
of nature.In summary, the Mumbai- Delhi
Expressway is a major milestone in India's jour-
ney of growth and development. With faster trav-
el, stronger economic links, and mindful planning,
it stands as a symbol of a modern, forward-look-
ing India. As TOI rightly reports, this expressway
could mark the beginning of a new chapter in the
country's future.
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NRIs: Received Deportation Notice? Better Leave US?
The NRI population in the
United States has been rather
struggling after the onset of the
Donald Trump administration,
as he has been making it really
hard to sustain in the United
States with his strong policies.
The Indian population is
already struggling with the lack
of adequate part-time opportu-
nities that were the lifeline
source over the years.Now on
top of that, the Trump adminis-
tration has started to impose
strong regulations with regard to the
deportation activity. They have now
introduced a new regulation that
would further amplify the scrutiny
and financial distress that would be
awarded by this deportation activi-
ty.In order to amplify the deporta-
tion that is happening in the United
States, the local authorities have
reportedly introduced a new regula-
tion.In case any illegal immigrant
does not apply for self decoration

and falls in the notice of the
Authorities, then they are in big
trouble. After the deportation notice
is served, every single day that the
subject spends in the United States
will bring them a fine of Nine $998
per day. This regulation will come
to effect very soon, and the same
was communicated through the
Homeland security departm
ent.Once this regulation comes to
effect, then every departed individ-

ual will have to pay a
large amount of fine to
the United States gov-
ernment for every single
day that they spend in
the country with the
deportation notice in
hand.Back in the day,
people were a bit lenient
towards this deportation
drive as they felt they
will have enough time,
even after the deporta-
tion notice. But with this

new financial regulation that is in
place every single day that we spend
in United States, after the deporta-
tion notice is going to be living
hell.Apparently, this fine will
roughly convert to ?85,000 per day
after receiving the deportation
notice. This is a huge amount of fine
for the already struggling Indian
population in the United States and
also the general International popu-
lation.

Driving Car Too Fast In USA? Be Ready To Lose Visa?

The Donald J Trump administra-
tion in the United States had
already started with its assertive
measures when it comes to
revoking part-time culture
amongst the Indian community.
Now the government is putting
more efforts to restrict the finan-
cial flow for international stu-
dents, and also make their visa
application process that much
harder.The same can be under-
stood if we look at the latest

reports about how the
local authorities are
revoking visas, even
based on traffic tickets.
Shockingly, there are
cases of visas getting
revoked after people
got caught speeding in
their cars.The U.S.
Department of
Homeland Security has

reportedly begun revoking stu-
dent visas for international stu-
dents, even for minor offences
such as traffic
violations.According to reports,
students from top universities
like Harvard, Stanford, UCLA,
Michigan, and Ohio State have
faced sudden visa cancellations
without any prior notice. Legal
experts note that this is an
unusual move, as minor viola-
tions like speeding tickets have

traditionally not been considered
grounds for such strict action.In
several cases, students were
unaware that their visas had been
revoked until they were stopped
by immigration officers or dur-
ing travel. The affected students
are facing legal uncertainty and
disruptions to their
education.University officials
and immigration attorneys are
now urging students to be
extremely cautious, even with
seemingly small infractions, as
the current immigration policies
appear to be less forgiving than
in the past. This change has
sparked concern among the inter-
national student community
across the U.S.It appears that the
government of United States is
on a mission to find new ways to
revoke the visas for international
students.

Beware Indian Students: Even Top Universities In Danger?
The new president of the United States,
Donald Trump has started to come
down heavily on the international travel
and immigration policy in the country.
He is making it really hard for interna-
tional students to travel to the United
States freely for education and better
employment opportunities.All the well
there was this conception that getting
enrolled in top universities would be a
safe passage as entering these universi-
ties is much easier and the scrutiny will
also be low.However, in a surprising
and concerning move, U.S. immigra-
tion authorities have quietly begun
revoking student visas from internation-
al students studying at top universities
such as Harvard, Stanford, and Tufts.

These actions have impacted both cur-
rent students and recent graduates,
catching many off guard. Some univer-
sities only became aware of these revo-

cations through checks of fed-
eral immigration records, as
no prior warnings or explana-
tions were given.This trend
has sparked alarm among aca-
demic institutions, which rely
heavily on international talent
for their research and diversi-
ty. University officials and
immigration experts fear this
could discourage global stu-
dents from pursuing higher
education in the United States,
affecting the country’s long-

standing reputation as a premier educa-
tional destination.The U.S. government,
particularly under increased scrutiny
measures, has been taking a more

aggressive stance on visa regulations.
According to Secretary of State Marco
Rubio, over 300 student visas have
already been revoked. While specific
reasons for each revocation remain
unclear, the overarching narrative sug-
gests a tightening of national security
policies and greater suspicion toward
foreign students.The lack of transparen-
cy and communication surrounding
these decisions has left many students
and institutions in limbo, unsure of their
future. The move signals a shifting atti-
tude toward international education in
the U.S. This really is a danger sign for
the Indian students who had been aspir-
ing to travel to the United States for
higher studies.

PM Modi Calls Pawan Kalyan,
Enquired About Son’s Health

As we had reported earlier in the day, the deputy chief minister
of Andhra Pradesh, Pawan Kalyan suffered a personal blow
after his son sustained injuries in a fire accident that broke out
in his school in Singapore.Pawan Kalyan's younger son Mark
Shankar was caught in a fire accident in Singapore. A fire broke
out at the school where Mark Shankar was studying. He sus-
tained injuries to his hands and legs in the accident. He also
suffered from smoke inhalation. Mark Shankar has been admit-
ted to the hospital and is undergoing treatment.The latest news
is that Prime Minister Modi called deputy chief minister,
Pawan Kalyan, and enquired about the current condition of his
son.Kalyan is currently on an official visit to Vizag, and he
addressed the telephonic conversation with Prime Minister
Modi a short while back. Apparently, Modi enquired about the
current medical condition of Pawan’s son and assured him all
possible support. Reportedly Kalyan replied that he is doing
fine and reassured the PM.It can be noted that Kalyan will be
getting on his way to Singapore shortly, and even Chiranjeevi
and his wife Surekha are getting on their way to the country to
be with Kalyan’s family.Notably the school, where Pawan’s
son has been studying, had sustained a fire accident, which
killed one student and leaving 15 injured. Kalyan is getting on
his way to Singapore shortly, and he will be arriving there, cor-
respondingly.
Pawan Kalyan provides latest update on Mark Shankar’s health
As we had reported earlier in the day, today, the deputy chief
minister of Andhra Pradesh, Pawan Kalyan sustained a person-
al blow as his son Shankar suffered injuries in a fire incident.
Mark Shankar’s school in Singapore, suffered a fire accident,
and he was injured in the same.In this context, the deputy chief
minister called for a press conference today. He took the occa-
sion to brief the Media about what is happening with the cur-
rent condition of his son as he provided the latest update on the
same.Pawan Kalyan stated that the impact of the fire accident
on Mark Shankar is worse than expected as he stated that the
young boy suffered a significant blow to his health.Pawan
Kalyan noted that his son is currently undergoing bronchos
copy in the hospital, and this is a treatment to excessive smoke
that had gathered in his lungs due to the fire incident today.The
deputy chief minister further added that his son might suffer
from a long time complications due to this incident and added
that the repercussions are far worse than what was anticipated
earlier.Kalyan looked clearly concerned about the well-being
of his son, and he will be leaving to Singapore in a few minutes
from now after completing this Media conference.
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