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Towards purposeful growth
With the world looking to reduce
reliance on China, India’s political sta-
bility, consistent policies, and sizeable
operational capacity make it a key
alternativeOn an otherwise unremark-
able morning, I watched President
Trump’s press conference announcing
a significant shift in global trade. He
unveiled sweeping tariffs under the
“America First” banner, including a
staggering 104per cent tariff on China.
Meanwhile, the European Union is
considering a 25per cent retaliatory
levy, highlighting the rise of protec-
tionist sentiment in global policy. In
the complex arena of global geopoli-
tics, opportunities often emerge from
seemingly chaotic situations. India has
a notable track record of navigating
such challenges. During the pandemic,
it became the world’s pharmacy, deliv-
ering over two billion vaccine doses to
more than 90 nations and developing
praised digital platforms like CoWIN.
Amid the turmoil of the Russia-
Ukraine war, India adeptly increased
discounted oil imports from Russia,
stabilised domestic inflation, and
exported refined fuel to Europe, all
while maintaining a careful geopoliti-
cal balance.Let the world turn protec-
tionist. We shall turn purposeful. India
currently faces a 26 per cent tariff,
while key competitors like Vietnam,
Bangladesh, and China face much
higher rates of 46 per cent, 37 per cent,
and 34 per cent, respectively. Malaysia
has a comparable tariff of 24 per cent
but lacks India’s diverse export sectors.
India is well-positioned for long-term
growth with its scale, stable policies,
and demographic advantages.India is
becoming increasingly cost-competi-
tive in the global market as American
retailers reassess their sourcing strate-
gies. With the world looking to reduce
reliance on China, India’s political sta-
bility, consistent policies, and sizeable
operational capacity make it a key

alternative. Sectors like electronics are
poised for growth, especially as coun-
tries like China and Vietnam face high-
er tariffs. A prime example is Apple,
which is expanding partnerships with
Indian firms like Tata Electronics to
meet rising US demand. India could
further drive this trend, encouraging
firms to utilise India’s Production-
Linked Incentive scheme, enhancing
India’s position as a leading manufac-
turing hub.President Trump’s
announcement of a 104 per cent tariff
on Chinese imports marks a defining
moment in the evolution of U.S.-China
economic relations. It’s a sweeping
escalation affecting many industries
critical to American manufacturing and
consumption. The U.S. has long
depended on China as a dominant sup-
plier of machinery and electronics for
automobiles, electrical equipment, and
rare earth materials. For instance,
China accounts for nearly 27 per cent
of U.S. electrical and electronic equip-
ment imports and over 16 per cent of
machinery imports. Given how central
these sectors are to the U.S. economy,
a complete decoupling is neither easy
nor costless, so diplomatic reconcilia-
tion is still on the cards. However,
even if rapprochement occurs, the
long-term shift is already underway.
US corporations will diversify their

sourcing bases to reduce geopo-
litical risk, and India stands out
as a viable and democratic alter-
native.The United States has
become India’s largest trading
partner, reflecting significant
advancements in their relation-
ship over the past decade.
Access to the US market pres-
ents significant opportunities for
India’s growth. Additionally,
Washington must ally with
India, a nation of 1.4 billion
people, to counterbalance
China.By engaging in early dia-

logue with the U.S. rather than con-
flict, India had strategically positioned
itself to negotiate favourable trade
terms and emerge as a trusted global
trade partner.At the same time, India is
putting itself for a multipolar trade
order, having signed over 10 Free
Trade Agreements in the last five years
with partners like the UAE and
Australia. Ongoing negotiations with
the EU, UK, and EFTA enhance its
commercial ties, giving Indian
exporters access to stable markets
while reducing disruption risks. India’s
structural transformation also supports
this shift with investments in people,
infrastructure, and innovation.The
country’s inward-focused yet globally
attuned-economic model allows for
key reforms to strengthen logistics and
regulatory processes. Commitment to
green manufacturing and robust digital
infrastructure ensures that Indian
exports are competitive and sustain-
able. This evolving trade landscape can
drive job creation and skill develop-
ment and attract foreign direct invest-
ment. With a growing consumer base,
India is poised to adapt to changes and
lead the global economy.The
Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO) projects a $50
billion opportunity arising from this
disruption. It is not merely a windfall

— it marks a fundamental rebalancing
of global supply chains, with India
poised at the very axis of this new
commercial order. While a short-term
impact is inevitable, the PHD Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (PHDCCI)
has projected that India’s GDP would
see only a marginal 0.1 per cent effect
from the newly imposed US reciprocal
tariffs.It reflects the nation’s growing
domestic manufacturing strength, com-
petitive pricing, and strong policy sup-
port. The robustness of US domestic
demand and negotiations by American
importers seeking price relief will be
important to monitor.The Reserve
Bank of India’s recent decision to
reduce the repo rate by 25 basis points
— bringing it down from 6.25 per cent
to 6.00 per cent  — is pivotal for the
Indian economy. With global supply
chains in flux due to intensifying US -
China trade tensions, this policy move
acts as a timely enabler for domestic
industry. Though volatile global capital
markets may obscure immediate
investor reactions, a reduction in the
repo rate typically nudges down
deposit rates, thereby lowering the cost
of funds for banks.This, in turn, is
expected to seep into reduced lending
rates across sectors, particularly bene-
fiting capital-intensive industries and
MSMEs. As borrowing becomes more
affordable, private investment is poised
to pick up momentum, especially in
export-linked sectors that should be
India’s first new orders as companies
may shift away from Chinese suppli-
ers.India, with its large domestic mar-
ket, developing industrial base, and
growing diplomatic ties, is positioned
to lead amidst global shifts. As supply
chains reshape and nations seek
dependable partners, India provides a
reliable path forward, fostering trade
and talent even as tariffs rise else-
where.

Rivers that built a civilisation
In India, these waterways are more than
just sources of sustenance—they are
sacred, storied, and deeply interwoven
with the cultural, economic, and spiritual
fabric of the land, write BKP Sinha and
Arvind JhaThroughout history, nature and
human civilisation have shared a profound
and enduring connection. From the earliest
human settlements to today’s sprawling
urban centres, societies have evolved by
adapting to their environments, harnessing
natural resources, and responding to eco-
logical challenges.Among the many gifts
of nature, rivers have stood out as lifelines
of human progress. They offered fertile
plains for agriculture, freshwater for suste-
nance, and navigable routes for trade and
communication. From the Nile in Egypt to
the Ganga in India, these flowing bodies of
water became the cradle of civilisations.In
India, rivers are revered as divine entities-
symbols of purification, continuity, and
life itself. As Jawaharlal Nehru eloquently
wrote in The Discovery of India, the
Ganga is the very soul of India-an eternal,
flowing force that carries the memories,
aspirations, and history of its people. Its
waters, ever in motion, embody the
essence of civilisation: deeply rooted in
tradition, yet constantly evolving.Nowhere

is the life-giving power of rivers more evi-
dent than in the rise of the Indus Valley
Civilisation, which thrived around 2500
BCE along the banks of the Indus and its
tributaries. It stands as one of the most
advanced urban societies of the ancient
world, marked by planned cities, drainage
systems, and a high degree of social organ-
isation. Major centres like Harappa in
Punjab and Mohenjo-Daro in Sindh-both
in present-day Pakistan-reflect how rivers
nurtured the growth of early civilisation.Its
success was deeply rooted in the fertile
alluvial plains shaped by the annual
rhythm of the Indus River, whose seasonal
floods replenished the soil and made inten-
sive agriculture possible. To manage and
optimise these natural cycles, the inhabi-
tants developed efficient irrigation infra-
structure-canals, reservoirs, and wells that
supported farming even in semi-arid con-
ditions. Staple crops like wheat, barley,
peas, sesame, and cotton were grown and
stored in well-ventilated granaries, care-
fully designed to protect against pests and
spoilage. This agricultural prosperity not
only sustained a significant population but
also facilitated long-distance trade with
Mesopotamia, Persia, and Central
Asia.Centuries later, under the Maurya and

Gupta empires, cities such as Pataliputra
(modern-day Patna) flourished as major
political, administrative, and cultural cen-
tres. The Ganga played a pivotal role in
this transformation, serving as a vital
artery that connected distant regions of the
empire.This riverine connectivity spurred
the growth of market towns along its
banks, while organised systems of taxation
regulated commerce and ensured a stable
flow of revenue for the state.During the
Mughal era, the Ganges retained its strate-
gic importance, enabling the movement of
armies, officials, and resources, which
supported  control across northern
India.Textiles from Varanasi, black pepper
and other spices from the southern interior,
and precious stones from the Deccan were
among the key goods transported along
these inland waterways. Surat, on the Tapi
River, became a prominent port for the
export of cotton and spices to the Persian
Gulf and Red Sea regions.Varanasi on the
Ganges thrived as a centre of silk weaving
and religious pilgrimage, drawing mer-
chants from across Asia. Hampi, on the
banks of the Tungabhadra, served as a hub
for trading diamonds, horses, and metal
goods.This legacy continued into the colo-
nial period when river transport became a

crucial component of imperial trade strate-
gies. The Hooghly River in Bengal, a dis-
tributary of the Ganges, emerged as a key
route for the export of jute, indigo, and
textiles.Even in the post-independence era,
rivers continue to shape the economic and
cultural foundations of India.As the popu-
lation grew and food security became a
national priority, the role of rivers in agri-
culture became increasingly vital. The
Green Revolution of the 1960s, which dra-
matically increased food production, was
largely concentrated in river-fed regions
like the Punjab and western Uttar Pradesh,
where perennial rivers such as the Sutlej,
Beas, and Yamuna provided the necessary
water for intensive irrigation.The steady
flow of these rivers enabled the expansion
of vast canal networks, which distributed
water efficiently across agricultural lands,
supporting multi-cropping and the wide-
spread cultivation of water-intensive sta-
ples such as rice and wheat.In the eastern
plains, especially along the Ganges and
Brahmaputra, agriculture remains closely
tied to the seasonal rhythms of these
rivers. Annual floods, though sometimes
destructive, deposit nutrient-rich silt that
rejuvenates the soil, making the region one
of the most fertile in the country.
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Students Visas Terminated, Given 15 Days Time 
The onset of the Donald J
Trump administration in the
United States has come with its
own set of complications and
irregularities for the internation-
al student community in the
United States. In particular the
Indian student community,
which forms the majority of the
student population in the coun-
try is taking a beating due to the
Trump regime.Trump adminis-
tration has now started a new
visa termination program and
this is sending shivers to the Indian
students and also international stu-
dents who have been studying in the
United States. Apparently, several of
these visas are being cancelled with-
out any prior notice to the student or
the university. On top of that, the
students are being given just 15 days

time to leave the country after which
they are bound to face legal charges
and could potentially face forced
deportation.Around 20 international
students and recent graduates from
the University of Utah have had
their visas revoked, with their
records terminated in the federal
Student and Exchange Visitor

Information System (SEVIS).
The revocations were not tied
to any protest activity. Instead,
the official reasons cited
include “failure to maintain
nonimmigrant status” and
issues related to criminal back-
ground checks. This is part of a
wider trend affecting interna-
tional students across the U.S.,
including more than 80 stu-
dents in California universities
and community colleges.Many
cases were reportedly

processed without clear explana-
tions from federal authorities. In
response, University of Utah lead-
ers, including President Taylor
Randall, have pledged support and
are monitoring immigration systems
to assist affected students and pro-
vide necessary guidance.

Trump Announces Pause On Tariffs?

The president of the United States,
Donald J Trump created an absolute
bloodbath in the global markets with
regard to the tariff imposition across
the globe. He created a turmoil in
the global markets by imposing
104% tariffs on the Chinese mar-
ket.Coming to the topic now, Trump
has imposed a momentary pause on
the tariff imposition model that he

had enforced. He has
now announced that
the imposed tariffs
will be put on hold
for the next 90
days.“Based on the
lack of respect that
China has shown to
the World’s Markets,
I am hereby raising
the Tariff charged to
China by the United

States of America to 125%, effective
immediately. At some point, hope-
fully in the near future, China will
realise that the days of ripping off
the U.S.A., and other Countries, is
no longer sustainable or accept-
able,” Trump tweeted. Trump fur-
ther noted “Conversely, and based
on the fact that more than 75
Countries have called Represen

tatives of the United States, includ-
ing the Departments of Commerce,
Treasury, and the USTR, to negoti-
ate a solution to the subjects being
discussed relative to Trade, Trade
Barriers, Tariffs, Currency
Manipulation, and Non Monetary
Tariffs, and that these Countries
have not, at my strong suggestion,
retaliated in any way, shape, or form
against the United States, I have
authorized a 90 day PAUSE, and a
substantially lowered Reciprocal
Tariff during this period, of 10%,
also effective immediately. Thank
you for your attention to this mat-
ter!”.This comes a long way in the
global markets as the tariff imposi-
tion model is coming to an end now
for the next 90 days. Will this resur-
rect the global markets? We will
know the answer soon.

Global countries Threatening, But Trump Is Least Bothered!
It is an established fact that
the new president of the
United States, Donald J
Trump has created a global
situation and just three
months after taking charge.
Newly imposed massive tar-
iffs have resulted in a global
meltdown with the market,
crashing big time.However,
Trump appears to be least
bothered about the situation,
despite the opposition that he
is facing from global coun-
tries, including China.At a
recent fundraising gala for House
Republicans, former U.S. President
Donald Trump made headlines with
a bold statement about global lead-
ers’ reactions to his aggressive trade
policies. Referring to the newly

imposed 104% tariff on Chinese
goods, Trump claimed that foreign
leaders were now scrambling to
negotiate with the United States.He
described the situation in typical
Trump fashion, saying, “These
countries are calling us up, kissing

my a**,” implying that
nations are desperate to
strike favorable deals
under pressure from the
U.S.The move comes
after China refused to
remove its 34% retaliato-
ry tariffs on American
goods, prompting Trump
to respond with what he
described as a strong
negotiating tactic. He
believes the steep tariff
hike gives the U.S. a sig-
nificant upper hand in

trade talks.The remarks sparked a
mix of criticism and support, under-
scoring the ongoing debate over
Trump’s trade strategies and their
impact on international relations and
the global economy.

Foundation Stone Laid For CM
Babu’s House In Amaravati

The chief minister of Andhra Pradesh, Chandrababu
Naidu has finally started the construction of his per-
manent house in Andhra Pradesh. Despite serving as
the chief minister of Andhra Pradesh for nearly 2
decades, he did not have a permanent residence in
Andhra Pradesh till now.In order to put an end to
this narrative, Chandra Babu is finally building him-
self a lavish House in the Amaravati capital region
of Andhra Pradesh and the foundation stone was
laid today.The ground breaking ceremony happened
in the presence of the family members in Amaravati
today and it was a special ceremony. Chandrababu
and his family members, including Nara Lokesh and
Nara Bhuvaneshwari were at the ceremony
today.This residence is being built in the famous
Velagapudi area in the capital region of Amaravati
and this construction will happen in a super large
25,000 square yard property. More importantly, this
property is going to be very close to the high-speed
E6 Road in the region.The construction will start
soon and the idea is to complete the moving process
by the end of 2026. This will be the first official per-
manent residence of Chandrababu Naidu in Andhra
Pradesh, apart from this ancestral house that he has
in his home village of NaravariPalle.

1st Picture of Mark Shankar: How’s He Doing?

For those who don’t already know the youngest son
of Pawan Kalyan, Mark Shankar had enjoyed him-
self at a school fire incident in Singapore and he is
being treated at a private hospital currently. This
picture is now going on social media, and this hap-
pens to be one of the first pictures of Mark Shankar
after the horrifying recent incident.In this latest pic-
ture of Mark Shankar, we see him in a masked
appearance. It is evident that he is undergoing some
sort of medical treatment for his lungs.This is in
tune with the fact that the deputy chief minister
Pawan Kalyan had recently confirmed that Mark
Shankar had sustained injuries to his hands and leg
and is also undergoing bronchoscopy due to lung
complications which is a result of smoke inhala-
tion.But the good thing here is that Mark Shankar is
doing perfectly alright for now, and the fact that he
has both his hands up in the air, as if implying he’s
doing fine is a great development.It is good that the
young boy is quickly recovering from his injury,
and we sincerely pray that he is back to full health
at the earliest without any further complications. We
wish the same for the other 15 students who had
also been injured in this fire mishap in the
Singapore school.
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