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A late-night metro construction mishap
turned fatal in Bengaluru when a mas-
sive viaduct being transported by truck
fell and crushed an auto parked by the
roadside. The accident claimed the life
of the 35-year-old auto driver, Qasim
Saab, and has sparked outrage over
alleged negligence by metro authori-
ties. The incident occurred around mid-
night near Kogilu Cross in Yelahanka.
Eyewitnesses say the truck, carrying
construction material for the Namma
Metro, lost balance, causing the
viaduct to topple onto the stationary
auto. Shockingly, the truck driver fled
the scene, abandoning the vehicle and
leaving behind chaos and
devastation.Local residents rushed to
help, but the sheer size of the viaduct
made it impossible to rescue Qasim
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Uttar Pradesh Chief Mlnlster Yogl Adltyanath has
come down heavily on the Mamata Banerjee gov-
ernment over the violence in Murshidabad, which
began as a protest against the Waqgf Act, last
week.

What UP CM Yogi Said?

Speaking at an event in Hardoi, he said, "Bengal
IS burning. The Chief Minister of the state is
silent. She calls rioters 'messengers of peace'. But
those who understand only force won't listen to
words. In the name of secularism, they have
given complete freedom to rioters to create
unrest. The entire Murshidabad has been on fire
for the last week, yet the government remains
silent. Such anarchy must be brought under con-
trol,"He then said that "danda" is the "only treat-
ment for rioters”. "Laton ke bhoot baaton se
kahan manne wale hain (Those who understand
only force, won't understand words)," the UP CM
added.

Adityanath then attacked the Congress and the
Samajwadi Party for remaining mute spectators.
He stated, "They (rioters) are issuing threats after
threats. They are shamelessly supporting what
happened in Bangladesh. If they like Bangladesh,
they should go there. Why are they being a bur-
den on India?"The violence that broke out on
Friday in three border areas of West Bengal's
Murshidabad has taken three lives. Fearing for
life, many people homes have fled the region. The
rioters have attacked homes and properties, creat-
ing unrest. The preliminary probe has revealed the
involvement of Bangladeshi infiltrators due to
which the MHA is closely working with the state
authorities, according to a report in The Times Of
India. At least three people have lost in the vio-
lence triggered against the Centre's Waqgf
(Amendment) Act. Many Hindu families have
fled to Malda over the communal unrest in the
border region.
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without heavy machinery. Though
police arrived quickly, a crane was
delayed, further frustrating the
crowd. By 2 AM, the crane finally
reached the site and Qasim's body
was recovered from beneath the
debris.Witnesses allege that the
lorry had made a sharp turn, which
may have caused the viaduct to
fall. At the time of the incident,
Qasim was reportedly waiting in
his auto after dropping off a pas-
senger, likely to collect !
payment.The Bengaluru Metro Rail [
Corporation Limited (BMRCL)
said,"BMRCL regrets to report a fatal
accident that cost the life of an auto
driver, who was killed in an unfortu-
nate incident around 12 a.m. last
night."The statement added that the
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The Supreme Court of India is set
to review 73 petitions challenging
the Waqgf (Amendment) Act, 2025.
The hearing is scheduled for
Wednesday, April 16. The govern-
ment argues the amendment is cru-
cial for improving management and
transparency of Waqgf properties.
However, petitioners claim it
infringes on Muslim religious
rights, disrupts the democratic
structure of Waqgf boards, and
increases government
control.Petitioners argue that allow-
ing non-Muslims on the Waqf
Board violates community rights.
They also oppose changes to the
definition of Waqgf and the removal
of "user-defined Waqgf." Concerns
include preventing Scheduled
Tribes from dedicating Waqf prop-
erty and fears of losing previous
Wagf status for undocumented
properties. The amendment grants

Indl

truck carrymg the glrder had to brake
abruptly to avoid a vehicle that sud-
denly entered its lane, causing the gird-
er to fall onto the autorickshaw.
"Emergency services were immediate-

ly deployed, and the driver's
body was recovered with the
gh{help of cranes. Unfortunately,
ilhe was declared dead by med-
ical personnel,” it

Plsaid. BMRCL has assured that
the deceased's family will

‘= lreceive compensation in accor-
—ldance with established proto-
col.Angry locals have blamed
metro officials for failing to
follow basic safety protocols
during construction activities.

Some even resorted to stone-

i WarAn

extensive powers to gov-
ernment officials, raising
fears of increased control
over Waqf
properties.Several political
leaders have filed petitions,
including Asaduddin
Owaisi, Mahua Moitra,
Manoj Jha, Mohammad
Javed, and Amanatullah
Khan. Religious organisa-
tions like the All India
Muslim Personal Law
Board and Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind
are also involved. Hindu petitioners
such as Hari Shankar Jain and
Parul Kheda argue that the law
encourages illegal occupation of
Hindu religious land.The central
government has filed a caveat to
ensure no decision is made without
their input. Seven state govern-
ments support the law, arguing it is
non-discriminatory and necessary

a-China Relations: Warm W

pelting in protest of what they

say was "avoidable negligence."A case
has been registered at the Yelahanka
Traffic Police Station, and efforts are
underway to track down the abscond-
ing driver.

it

for accountability in adm|n|strat|on.
They believe it will prevent misuse
of Waqf property.The bill faced sig-
nificant opposition in Parliament.
In the Rajya Sabha, 128 members
supported it while 95 opposed. In
the Lok Sabha, 288 were in favour
and 232 against. Opposition parties
criticised it as an "attack on reli-
gious freedom" and a tool for gov-
ernment interference.

Come For

Indlian Tourtsts, Stuaents As Visa Norms East

In a move to reconnect people,
China has issued over 85,000
visas to Indian citizens between
January 1 and April 9. The rise in
visas comes as both countries try
to improve cultural, business, and
academic ties, even though politi-
cal tensions continue.Chinese
Ambassador Xu Feihong shared
the news on social media, saying|
more Indian friends are welcome
to visit China. He called the coun-
try "open, safe, vibrant, sincere, 14
and friendly."To help more Indlans
travel to China, the country has made
the visa process easier. Indian visitors
do not need online appointments any-
more and can walk into visa centres on
working days. For short trips, people
do not need to give their fingerprints.
The visa cost has been reduced, and

the approval time is faster. This move is

also seen as a way to attract Indian
tourists and students. China is a popu-
lar place for Indian students, especial-
ly for those studying medicine. Travel
for studies had stopped during the pan-
demic, but it is slowly starting
again.There is also a bigger reason

behind this step. A Chinese
spokesperson said India and
China should work together
to handle global problems,
especially with trade. She
said both countries must
stand against unfair tariffs
and  protectionism.While
problems continue at the
India-China border, this step
to make travel easier is seen
““las a friendly gesture. It
| 1shows that even if political
talks take time, connecting people is
still possible.In the end, this change is
about more than just visas. It is about
building trust between neighbours
through travel, learning, and sharing
culture. A small step, but one that may
help bring both nations closer over
time.




tOoaedo 17 - 4 - 2025

Dt e Crae. Trala
S

it Car Wit ol

(|

Star heroes are usually accustomed to massive fan
following and mad rush when they step out in the
public. However, in the case of Tamil superstar
Thalapathy Vijay, he appears to have opted to keep
himself out of these equations, and the same can be
understood with his latest public appearance.In a
new video of Thalapathy Vijay, that has started to
go viral on social media, he is seen making a very
simple and candid appearance in the public without
any fan attention or crowd.On the occasion of BR
Ambedkar Jayanti today, Thalapathy Vijay stepped
out in the Chennai city to pay respects at a statue of
Ambedkar. This incident happened earlier in the
day today when Vijay came out at around 8 AM to
offer respects and prayers to the Ambedkar
statue.However, in political terms, such events are
planned in a grand manner, and there will be a lot of
crowd gathering and momentum leading into the
same.But in the case of Thalapathy Vijay, he decid-
ed to keep this public event to the bare minimum.
Here came out in a simple Maruti Swift car without
any sort of mad rush in terms of crowd mobilisation
or fan engagement. He simply wanted to keep this
event, has a very candid affair, and the same reflect-
ed in the vibe that was exhibited while he stepped
out.Thalapathy Vijay is one of the most loved stars
in Tamil cinema, and he has a humongous fan fol-
lowing. However, he kept all of this at bay at the
Ambedkar event today. It was good to see such a
huge star following such a humble plan while step-
ping out in the public as he wanted to stick to the
situation that was in play rather than go all out.
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Anna Konidela, wife of Andhra Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan, had the divine darshan of Lord
Venkateswara Swamy, the presiding deity of Kaliyuga,
at Tirumala earlier in the day today. In the early hours
of Monday, she entered the temple through the
Vaikuntham Queue Complex and participated in the
sacred Suprabhata Seva.Following the darshan, Vedic
scholars offered her Veda Ashirvachanam (blessings) at
the Ranganayakula Mandapam, and temple authorities
presented her with Srivari theertha prasadams. She also
performed a coconut offering (mokku) in front of the
Akhilandam, located opposite the temple, as a mark of
fulfilling her vow.Later, around 10 a.m, Anna Konidela
visited the Matrusri Tarigonda Vengamamba
Nithyannadanam Complex. On behalf of her son,
Konidela Mark Shankar, she handed over a generous
donation of Rs. 17 lakh to the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) officials towards the
Nithyannadanam (daily free meal service) scheme.As a
gesture of humility and devotion, she personally served
annaprasadam (meals) to the devotees and also dined
along with them. TTD Additional EO Sri Venkaiah
Chowdary was present during the occasion.This hap-
pens to be one of the auspicious events in the Konidela
household as they’ve recently experienced a hiccup in
the form of Mark Shankar’s injury. Now, this has been
marked with the auspicious Tirumala trip.
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For a long time now,
the international studies
culture has been aggra-
vating in the Indian
community. This is get-
ting bigger and better
by the day but things
are looking shady now
as Trump has started to
tighten the regulations
on student life cul-
ture.Many Indian stu-
dents go to America to
study and build a better
future. But some make
mistakes like drunk
driving, fighting with
roommates, loud par-
ties, using drugs, or breaking traf-
fic rules are bound to happen. In
the U.S., these actions can lead to
visa cancellation and even depor-
tation in the current day market.A
few students did these things and
lost their visas and this has
become a topic of conversation.
But instead of understanding the

real reasons, some Indian media
and social media are blaming the
U.S. government, creating panic
among parents which is not
right.Every country has rules. If
we break them, we must face the
consequences for the same. Just
like Sundar Pichai and Satya
Nadella followed the law and

made India proud,
today’s students must
also act responsibly.
Only then will their
journey to the U.S.
have real
meaning.Media
should spread aware-
ness, not fear, it must
be primarily under-

A stood. They should
explain what really
happened, not show
only shocking head-
lines just for the sake
of views. Students
must remember their
goals - to study and
succeed.If they follow the rules
and behave responsibly, they will
earn respect and keep their visa.
Let’s not blame others for our
mistakes. Let’s act wisely and
make our families and country
proud. This must be the main nar-
rative that must be carried by the
media.

Most Chalienging Period Angad For SRH!

look challenging for
the team now as multi-
ple challenges await in
the due course.In this
context, the latest
scheduling that has
been put up in front of
Hyderabad is leaving
fans very anxious. In
fact, the three upcom-
ing games for
Sunrisers Hyderabad in
the upcoming schedule
is very tight and chal-

Hyderabad has been one of the
most entertaining teams in the
ongoing season of IPL, but the
results have not been going entirely
their way in the previous games. On
top of that, things are starting to

1

The Donald J Trump adminis-
tration in the United States is
going particularly hard against
the student community that has
been operating in the country.
First, it was the restrictions
that were placed on part-time
work culture.This was fol-
lowed by intense imposition of
the visa regulations, as there
were reports that the visas
were getting cancelled for rea-
sons like drunk drinking,
domestic violence and any
cases that can be filed on the stu-
dents.Considering the fact that there
Is a tough time for the Visa issuance
process and also the financial cut
down with the imposition of part-
time restrictions, Indian students in
the United States have been facing a

Iengmg Hyderabad will be facing
Mumbai in the next game at the
famous Wankhede Stadium and fac-
ing this rampant Mumbai side in
their home ground is not an easy
task.If that is not enough, it must

TumTm

rather complex time. It IS evident that
President Trump is going particular-
ly hard against the immigration pop-
ulation, and this includes the Indian
student community. And considering
the situation that is happening in the
United States, it must be noted that

also be noted that Hyderabad will
be facing Chennai Super Kings in
the very next game, and this is
going to be another crucial
encounter.And then comes this
strange encounter as Sunrisers will
be facing Mumbai in another game
that will be happening at the
Hyderabad International Stadium.
This will be the second game
against Mumbai Indians in such a
short span.Hyderabad will have to
face two champion holders of IPL
in the three upcoming games, and
this is going to be a huge challenge
for the playoff run of the
Hyderabadi side. It has to be seen if
the site would be able to overcome
these challenges in the three

upcoming games.
I |

Indian students will
think twice before
indulging in entertain-
ment activities like
films.Considering the
financial irregularities
and also the kind of
apprehension that are
associated with public
behaviour, it needs to
be said that Indian stu-
dents might be in a
spot of bother
now.They have much
bigger problems to deal with in their
personal lives than indulging in cin-
ema activities. So it has to be seen if
the ongoing drive in the United
States will potentially trigger a
downfall in the Telugu cinema ticket
sales across the country.
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