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During a notable assembly at the 2025 Republic
Plenary Summit, both Chandrababu Naidu and ten-
nis icon Sania Mirza were highlighted figures.
Naidu, recognized for his visionary leadership, has
been instrumental in advancing various sectors,
including sports, in Southern India. Mirza, a cele-
brated athlete, acknowledged the pivotal role Naidu
played during her formative years, attributing her
successful career to the support and opportunities
facilitated by his administration. The presence of
these two personalities underscored the symbiotic
relationship between political leadership and sports
development.Sania Mirza reminisced about the
early days of her tennis journey, emphasizing the
significant support from Chandrababu Naidu, who
was the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh at the
time. Mirza pointed out the stark contrast between
the opportunities available then and now, highlight-
ing Naidu's exceptional efforts in promoting sports.
"Chandra Babu Naidu garu was the chief minister
while | was growing up back then. | had wonderful
interactions with him. We were one of the few states
when | was younger, compared to other states, that
actually incredible sporting ventures like National
Games. We are talking about 25 years ago," Mirza
shared, shedding light on the then unique position of
Andhra Pradesh in nurturing sports talent.The dia-
logue at the summit brought to the forefront the evo-
lution of sports sponsorship in India, with corporate
companies now actively supporting athletes. This
shift was contrasted with the scenario decades ago
when such backing was scarce. The discussion
revolved around Naidu's foresight and initiative in
promoting sports, which not only enhanced the
infrastructure for various athletic disciplines but
also laid a foundation for future champions like
Sania Mirza. The conversation concluded with an
acknowledgment of Naidu's role as a catalyst in the
development of sports infrastructure and talent in
Southern India, highlighting his contribution
beyond the conventional domains of politics and
industry.
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Job cuts in the U.S. surged in February reaching
their highest level since July 2020. Recent reports
revealed that around 172,000 layoffs were
announced last month, marking the worst February
for job losses since 2009. The majority of these lay-
offs were in government positions mainly due to
actions taken by the Department of Government
Efficiency (DOGE) led by Elon Musk.More than
62,000 government jobs were eliminated in
February, accounting for over a third of the total lay-
offs. In the first two months of 2025 nearly 221,000
jobs were cut across various sectors. This marks the
worst start to a year for layoffs since the Great
Recession in 2009. Andrew Challenger, the senior
vice president of the firm pointed to DOGE’s cost-
cutting measures canceled government contracts,
economic uncertainties and private bankruptcies as
key reasons for the sharp rise in job losses.Layoffs
in the federal sector skyrocketed by 41,311% com-
pared to the same period in 2024. This is largely due
to policies introduced by President Donald Trump
and Musk, who have pushed for reducing govern-
ment spending. Agencies such as the Department of
Defense and the U.S. Forest Service have been sig-
nificantly affected by these cuts.
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For L1 visa holders arriving in
the U.S. to start work, acquir-
Ing a Social Security Number
(SSN) promptly is a critical
step. This process, while seem-
ingly straightforward, can
often become complex and
unpredictable. It is not uncom-
mon for first-time applicants to
face bureaucratic hurdles, with
some Social Security
Administration (SSA) offices
requiring additional proof of
work authorization or delaying
processing. This unpredictabili-
ty underscores the importance
of being prepared and seeking
information from the SSA
office where one plans to
apply.The flexibility of the
SSN application process allows
newcomers to choose any SSA
office nationwide, regardless of
their job's location. This means
that whether one is destined to
| | l
The imposition of higher tar-
iffs by the United States on
goods from China, Mexico,
and Canada has opened a
window of opportunity for
Indian exporters to increase
their presence in the U.S.
market. With these countries
facing challenges due to the
new tariffs, India has the
chance to step in and fill the
gap with its cost-effective
production and diverse
range of products. The pres-
ident of the Federation of
Indian Export Organisations
(FIEO) has emphasized the
urgency of seizing this moment,
indicating that time is of the
essence for India to act.However,
this opportunity is fleeting, and
India must move quickly to take
advantage of it. Delays in develop-
ing and implementing effective
trade strategies could allow other
countries, such as Vietnam,
Bangladesh, and Indonesia, to cap-
ture the market. These nations have
been rapidly enhancing their export
infrastructure and trade agree-
ments, positioning themselves as
formidable competitors. India can
leapfrog the need for new manufac-

turing setups under the ‘Make in
India’ initiative by utilizing its

PP ®
At
51%"-*\“!“191 !

20 SUNDAY APRIAL 2025

i SN C

e
F“\.\?\\‘ﬁ\

0

~work in Michigan or
= Hawaii, they have the
liberty to apply for an
SSN in a state that is
PPRY most convenient for

% them. This flexibility is
particularly beneficial
for those who arrive in
the U.S. months in
advance of their job
start date, enabling
them to save time and
resources by choosing a SSA
office closer to their current
location.Despite the conven-
ience offered, it's vital for
applicants to be mindful of the
address they provide for the
mailing of their SSN card. The
SSA will dispatch the SSN
card to the given address,
which should ideally be in the
state where one's employment
Is based. For instance, if the
employment is in Michigan,
using a Michigan address
ensures the SSN card reaches
the correct destination.
Typically, the delivery of the
SSN card is expected within
two weeks, although mailing
times may vary.Yet, for L1 visa
holders, the journey doesn't
end with simply choosing a
convenient SSA office loca-
tion. The application process
itself can be daunting, espe-

existing manufacturing capabilities
to meet the increased demand from
the U.S.To fully leverage this situa-
tion, India needs to focus on
expanding production in key sec-
tors like textiles, pharmaceuticals,
auto components, and electronics.
Swift action leveraging current
infrastructure could provide India
with a significant advantage.
Moreover, the government must
take decisive steps to reduce export
bottlenecks, improve trade facilita-
tion, and offer incentives to vital
sectors. These measures will help
accelerate India's export
growth.Strengthening manufactur-
ing capabilities and ensuring com-
pliance with U.S. standards are also
crucial for making Indian products
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Visa Holdrs

cially for those navigating it
for the first time. Variations in
processing times across differ-
ent SSA offices necessitate
advance planning. Some
offices might have longer pro-
cessing times, making it cru-
cial for applicants to factor this
into their preparations.The
SSN acquisition process forms
just one part of the bureaucrat-
ic challenges that L1 visa hold-
ers face even before commenc-
ing their employment in the
U.S. Calls for clearer guide-
lines and expedited processing
are growing louder, as these
would significantly smooth the
transition for work visa hold-
ers. As it stands, while the the-
ory suggests a straightforward
path to obtaining an SSN, the
practical experience can vary
greatly, often mired in delays
and additional requirements.In
conclusion, L1 visa holders
must navigate the SSN applica-
tion process with care, under-
standing that while they can
apply at any SSA office in the
U.S., challenges may still arise.
Planning, patience, and persist-
ence are key in overcoming
bureaucratic hurdles and ensur-
Ing a smooth start to their
employment journey in the
United States.

tumity Amia US, Tanfr Snif

more competitive in the
U.S. market. The U.S.
tariffs present a not-to-
be-missed chance for
India, but it requires
prompt and proactive
government policies and
& agile business strategies
to make the most of it.
India might even consid-
er reducing tariffs on
U.S. imports to foster
better trade relations and
secure reciprocal bene-
fits, thus making its
exports more appealing.By
strategically targeting the U.S. mar-
ket, India can not only occupy the
space left by Canada, China, and
Mexico but also potentially capture
a significant market share. This
strategy could help mitigate the
impact of lowered tariffs on U.S.
imports in the long run. "The word
‘tariff' may be a favorite of Donald
Trump, as he has claimed several
times, but it is also creating
tremors worldwide. Investors are
closely monitoring how these new
tariffs will affect various sectors.
Many are worried, but in every tur-
moil, the one who searches for
opportunity is the wise one," exem-
plifies the broader context in which
India's strategic moves play out.



The Enforcement Directorate
has summoned RJD president
and former Bihar chief minis-
ter Lalu Prasad, his wife
Rabri Devi and son Tej Pratap
Yadav for questioning in the
land-for-jobs money launder-
ing case, official sources said
on Tuesday.While Prasad, 76,
has been asked to depose
before the federal probe
agency in  Patna on
Wednesday, his kin have been
asked to appear on Tuesday.
The statements of the three
are to be recorded under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), the
sources said.The sources,
however, said that Prasad and
his family members may not
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appear before the
agency. Prasad and
his younger son
-y Tejashwi  Yadav
) have been ques-
tioned by the ED in
this case earlier.
Last year, the ED
filed a chargesheet
in the case against
Prasad's family

members before a
Delhi court, naming Rabri
Devi and their daughters
Misa Bharti and Hema Yadav
as accused apart from some
others.The probe pertains to
the allegation that Prasad,
during his tenure as the rail-
way minister in the UPA-1
government at the Centre,
indulged in corruption for the
appointment of group D sub-
stitutes in Indian Railways
during 2004-2009. According
to a Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) FIR, the
candidates were told to
"transfer land as a bribe" in
return for jobs in the rail-
ways, the ED said in a state-
ment earlier. The money
laundering case is based on
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the CBI complaint."The fam-
ily members of Lalu Prasad -
- Rabri Devi, Misa Bharti and
Hema Yadav -- who were
made accused in the ED
chargesheet, received land
parcel(s) from the family of
candidates (who were select-
ed as group D substitutes in
Indian Railways) for nominal
amounts. "Hridyanand Chaud
hary, another accused named
in the chargesheet, is a former
employee in the gaushala of
Rabri Devi who had acquired
property from one of the can-
didates and later transferred
the same to Hema Yadav," the
ED has said.Firms like A K
Infosystems Private Limited
and A B Exports Pvt. Ltd.
were  "shell" companies
which received proceeds of
crime for Prasad's family
members, the agency said,
adding that immovable prop-
erties were acquired in the
name of the said companies
by "front men". Later, the ED
claimed, shares were trans-
ferred to Prasad's family
members  for nominal
amounts.

Bangladesh Slams US Spy Chief Ganoara's
Remarks On Minority Persecution

The interim government
of Professor Muhammad
Yunus refuted US
National Intellig ence
Director Tulsi Gab
bard's remarks on the
alleged persecution of
minority communities in
Bangladesh saying her
comments were "not

public figures should
base their state-
ments, especially
about the most sen-
sitive issues, on
actual knowledge
and take care not to
reinforce harmful
stereotypes, to fan
fears and potentially
even stoke sectarian

based on any evidence or
specific allegations"."They
(Ga bbard's comments) paint
an entire nation with a broad
and unjustified brush," the
chief adviser's office said on
a verified Facebook post at
around midnight Monday. It
said Gabbard's statement in
an Indian TV channel was
"misleading and damaging to
the image and reputation of
Bangladesh, a nation whose
traditional practice of Islam
has been famously inclusive
and peaceful and that has
made remarkable strides in
its fight against extremism
and terrorism™.The US spy
chief, now in India, earlier
on Monday said the "long-
time unfortunate persecution,
killing, and abuse of reli-
gious minorities like Hindus,
Buddhists, Christians, and
others has been a major area
of concern for the US gov-
ernment and President
Trump and his administra-
tion." In an interview with
the TV channel, Gabbard

alleged "persecution and
killing" of religio us minori-
ties in Bangladesh and that
"the threat of Islamic terror-
ists" in the country was
"rooted" in the "ideology and

objective" to "rule and gov-
ern with an Islamist
caliphate". She said, "The
talks are just beginning
between President Trump's
new cabinet coming in and
the Government of Bangla
desh, but this continues to
remain a central focus area
of concern™. But the chief
adviser's office said ground-
lessly linking Bangl adesh to
the idea of an "Islamist
caliphate” undermined the
hard work of countless
Bangladeshis and their
friends and partners around
the world who were commit-
ted to peace, stability, and
progress.It said Bangla desh
"strongly condemns any
efforts to link the country to
any form of "Islamist calip
hate™'. "Political leaders and

tensions," Yunus's office
said.Gabbard, who arrived in
New Delhi on Sunday on a
three-day visit, spoke about
the ideology of an "Islamic
Caliphate" and how extrem-
ist elements and terror
groups globally aim for such
an outcome. The Chief
Adviser's office, however,
said Bangladesh, like many
countries around the world,
faced challenges of extrem-
ism, "but it has continuously
worked in partnership with
the international community,
including the US, to address
these issues through law
enforcement, social reforms,
and other counterterrorism
efforts"."In support of our
shared global efforts to com-
bat extremism and terrorism,
the Interim Government of
Bangladesh remains commit-
ted to engaging in construc-
tive dialogue based on facts
and on respect for the sover-
eignty and security of all
nations," the statement read.
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Western Ralway Tiontens Sefey With New Crowd
Control Measures: Check The New Guicelings

In a bid to prevent crowding and ensure safe-
ty, Western Railway (WR) has devised an
extensive plan, summarised in over 10
i pages, detalllng measures for crowd control

‘_ | Hindustan Tlmes (HT). The guidelines,

. which aim to improve crowd management
WY and prevent untoward incidents, were
announced following the recent stampede in Delhi and heavy crowding
during past festivals at stations like Bandra Terminus, Surat, and Udhna.On
March 17, Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw discussed these
measures in the Rajya Sabha, outlining the steps Indian Railways is taking
to ensure safety. The plan includes the creation of additional infrastructure,
holding areas, and the suspension of platform ticket sales, alongside strict
entry and exit control points.The guidelines identify nine crucial aspects
that need to be addressed to handle emergency situations effectively. These
include the deployment of railway staff and police forces, such as the
Railway Protection Force (RPF) and Government Railway Police (GRP),
to oversee ticket counters, platforms, waiting rooms, and foot-over bridges
(FOBs). They will be stationed at strategic points to monitor crowds and
manage movement.Another key aspect of the plan is the establishment of
holding areas, which are designed to accommodate up to 3,000 passengers
at a time. These areas will be equipped with seating, lighting, fans, drink-
ing water, and public address systems to direct the crowd. Automatic tick-
et vending machines (ATVMs) and ticket counters may also be set up in
these zones.According to a WR official, passengers will be directed to
these holding areas based on train schedules and crowd estimates. Ticket
sales will be monitored closely, with reports sent to senior officials if there
is a sudden increase in demand for a particular destination. The idea is to
adjust measures proactively to handle potential large crowds. The plan also
includes avoiding changes to platforms for arriving trains to minimise con-
fusion.To further manage crowding, more ticket windows will be kept
open during peak times, and it will be ensured that all ATVMs are func-
tioning properly. Additionally, the sale of platform tickets will be suspend-
ed during festivals and holidays, as was the case during Holi from March
12 to 16 at stations like Mumbai Central, Bandra Terminus, Vapi, Valsad,
Udhna, and Surat.In response to incidents like the stampede at Bandra
Terminus last October, WR authorities have proposed that passengers
queue under the supervision of security personnel when trains reverse into
stations. This measure aims to prevent accidents and ensure passengers can
board safely.A WR official explained that these guidelines are essential for
better planning and management during peak times, ensuring the safety
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..The Indian communlty and partlcularly the Telugu population trav-
el to the United States with great aspirations and hopes to go further
ahead in their careers. However, there are vocational incidents that
put these lives to a tragic and unforeseen end.The same has happened
with a Telugu family that has been staying in the United States, which
has now succumbed to a tragic accident.A devastating car accident in
Florida, USA, resulted in the deaths of three Telugu individuals. The
victims were identified as Praneetha Reddy, her son Harveen, and
Sunitha, all of them being natives of Telangana. Reportedly, the crash
occurred when their vehicle lost control and overturned, leading to
their immediate demise.Praneetha’s husband, Rohith Reddy, who was
behind the wheel at the time of the accident, along with their younger
son, survived with minor injuries, while Praneetha and Harveen
passed awayPraneetha Reddy was originally from Tekulapalli village
in Kondurg Mandal, Ranga Reddy district, Telangana. She was mar-
ried to Rohith Reddy from Siddipet, and the family had been residing
in the US. The incident has left their hometown in deep sorrow, as
residents mourn the tragic loss of their community members.The vil-
lagers and family and friends of the affected family are inconsolable
here in Telangana as they’re unable to bear this tragic news.
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