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A distressing event has unfolded at Florida State
University, where a mass shooting incident was report-
ed. The assailant unleashed a barrage of at least 30
rounds in the student union area, causing immediate
chaos and fear among those present. This alarming sit-
uation led to at least four individuals being rushed to the
hospital for treatment, with the nature of their injuries
still under evaluation. The assurance that they are
receiving medical attention brings a slight relief amidst
the turmoil. The swift response from law enforcement
was evident as the mass shooter was apprehended by
the police and FBI, who arrived at the scene promptly
after the incident was reported. Their quick action pre-
vented further harm and brought a semblance of control
to the panic-stricken environment. During this chaotic
event, numerous students were seen fleeing the campus,
a reaction captured in several videos circulating that
highlight the fear and confusion experienced by those
involved.As the story continues to develop, the full
extent of the casualties remains uncertain, with updates
expected to provide a clearer picture of the aftermath.
This incident adds to a growing list of mass shootings in
public places across the United States, raising concerns
about safety and security in educational institutions.
The impact on the university community is significant,
with students, faculty, and families awaiting more infor-
mation and hoping for the recovery of those injured.lt's
important to note that there has been no information
released regarding the nationality of the injured stu-
dents, including whether any of them are Indian nation-
als. As details emerge, the focus remains on the well-
being of those affected and the steps being taken to
address this violent act.In conclusion, the shooting at
Florida State University has left a mark of violence on
an institution designed for learning and growth. The
community now looks towards healing and answers, as
authorities work to understand the motives behind this
act and ensure the safety of all students and staff.
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The prevailing situa-
tion in the United
States of America for
a¢|the students from the
2l Indian community is
t|already pathetic to
say the least. There
are a lot of scrutinise
that are being done
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% %\ with visa renewal and
on top of that several strict measures are being enforced
to cut down new issuance of visas.In this context, some-
thing strange unexpected has happened. Overnight, sev-
eral hundreds of visas slots got vanished on the United
States portal, and this has become a topic of concern for
the Indian student community. Thousands of Indian stu-
dents are facing uncertainty as U.S. student visa inter-
view slots have suddenly disappeared across major
Indian cities, especially Ahmedabad.Until mid-March
2025, students were able to book interviews for April,
but no new slots have opened for May. This has left
many students, who already received admission letters
and 1-20 forms from U.S. universities, in limbo.The sit-
uation contrasts sharply with the smooth visa process
for the January 2025 intake. Experts believe the sudden
slot unavailability may be linked to recent crackdowns
by the U.S. embassy in India. Visa consultants say they
haven’t seen such widespread unavailability before,
causing concern among aspiring students.Hyderabad
has also witnessed a similar issue, with over 10,000 F-
1 visa slots getting booked within just five minutes of
release. This overwhelming demand is making it nearly
impossible for many students to secure appointments in
time for the upcoming academic session.

Comes Ur

The United States administration
Is going particularly hard against
iImmigration policies and also the
equal employment regulations that
are in effect in the country. This
restriction has now landed Indian
software giant TCS in trouble with
the United States equal employ-
ment department, and here is a
detailed look into this story.Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS),
India’s largest IT services compa-
ny, is currently under investigation
by the U.S. Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission for
alleged discriminatory employ-
ment practices.The inquiry stems
from over two dozen complaints
filed since late 2023, accusing
TCS of unfairly laying off
American workers while primarily
non-South Asians aged over 40
while retaining younger Indian
employees on H-1B visas.Former
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employees claim they
were replaced by less
experienced and
lower-paid Indian
workers, and some
allege they were
blocked from internal
job opportunities
within the company.
These accusations
have raised serious
concerns about the
potential misuse of
the H-1B visa pro-
gram and discrimination based on
age and nationality. TCS has
strongly denied all allegations,
calling them “meritless and mis-
leading,” and reaffirmed its com-
mitment to fair employment prac-
tices in the U.S. The controversy
has sparked political attention as
well. U.S. Representative Seth
Moulton has urged a formal probe,

Cricketer's Dauanter Rece

There is this toxic culture on
social media, which is very pre-
posterous and abusive towards
women. Shockingly enough, the
daughter of former team, India
cricketer Sanjay Bangar also had
to receive such toxic masculinity
posts on social networks.Anaya

i

Bangar, daughter of for-
mer Indian cricketer and
coach Sanjay Bangar,
has opened up about her
_ |difficult experiences
. | after transitioning from
" |boy to girl. In a recent
interview, Anaya
revealed that she faced
inappropriate behavior
from certain individuals
in the cricketing circle,
including unsolicited
messages and disre-
spectful advances.She stated a dis-
turbing moment when a veteran
cricketer made an inappropriate
proposition, which left her feeling
uncomfortable and unsafe.
Formerly known as Aryan, Anaya
transitioned to live authentically as

0 Lora Gon

emerged in the UK, adding inter-
national pressure.If the United
States government finds any malal
practises with regard to partial and
favoured imposition of employ-
ment opportunities, the TCS could
find itself in huge trouble. For
now, only an investigation has
been proved, and the facts regard-
ing the case are bging estallished.
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a woman, undergoing hormone
therapy and gender-affirming sur-
gery.Despite her love for cricket,
she also highlighted the systemic
barriers that prevent transgender
women from competing at the
highest levels.Shockingly, the
young lady revealed that she had
received nude pictures of male
cricketers on her social media han-
dles. She made this bold statement
while interacting with the media
about toxic masculinity. This reve-
lation from the young lady is now
going viral on social media, and it
is leading to multiple debates
about the need for filtering of con-
tent at least for women. But again,
this is the kind of world that is in
transition and not much can be
done about it, sadly.

It is already known that there is
a widespread outrage against
this betting culture and illegal
batting applications. These bat-
ting applications and platforms
are ruining the lives of many
people by pushing them into
extreme losses. We are hearing
several cases of suicides in this
connection.The matter has now
reached such a pinnacle point
that these platforms are using
god’s names to push their pro-
motions. There is one such
application in the name of Lord

said certain measures are
being taken to comprehen-
sively and legally eradicate
this issue forever.“Betting
apps are destroying lives. |
get to hear hundreds of
heart-wrenching  stories
about youngsters being
pushed into despair because
of their addiction to gam-
bling. This has to stop. The
long-term solution is contin-
uous awareness and acting
tough on betting apps. We
are working on a compre-

Govinda. This is a direct implica-
tion of the beloved Lord Balaji of
Tirumala.In this context, a social
media influencer wrote to Andhra
Pradesh, IT Minister Lokesh “To
Honorable Minister Nara Lokesh
and Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan, |
request you to take appropriate
steps to protect innocent youth

from this, as the betting app
Govinda, named after the sacred
Lord Venkateswara, is being run by
film stars Tamannaah and many
other celebrities on Telegram,
Instagram, Facebook and websites
for several years.”This statement
drew a quick reaction from the
Andhra Pradesh city minister, as he

hensive anti-betting policy that will
set an example for the entire coun-
try. All legal routes will be
explored to put an end to this men-
ace” Lokesh tweeted.These appli-
cations need to be eradicated at the
earliest, and there must be certain
legal barriers to safeguard the pub-
lic from such antisocial activities.



DonEaevo 22 - 4 - 2025

In the recent years, the abroad travel culture has
increased a lot in India and particularly so in the
Telugu state as well. Every month, we are witness-
ing thousands of students who are leaving to the
United States from Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana.While the majority of them are for study
purposes and better employment opportunities,
there is a substantial amount of population that is
travelling on tourist Visa as well. The latest news is
that the United States customs officials have the
authority to search the digital footprint of our
mobile phones and laptops and other electronic
gadgets upon arrival in the United States.Customs
officers, especially in countries like the U.S., have
the legal authority to search travelers’ electronic
devices such as phones, laptops, and tablets without
a warrant. These searches can be conducted at inter-
national airports and border crossings to prevent
illegal activities like smuggling or terrorism.
Officers may inspect data, photos, emails, and even
cloud storage if accessed during inspection. While
some privacy concerns exist, courts have generally
upheld these powers under border security laws.
Importantly, it must be noted that the traveller must
fully cooperate for the digital investigation that is
done by the customs officer, and there are no two
ways about it. This is one of the crucial pointers that
must be noted for international travellers in order to
facilitate their commute.
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GST on UPY transactions? Centre IssUes Clar ty'

For the last couple of weeks, there
have been several discussions about
the kind of outages that are being
observed in the UPI transactions. This
has now started to reach new heights
amidst discussions about the kind of
GST impositions that could be made
on this front. There have been theories
about the central government contem-
plating the idea of imposing addition-
al GST on UPI transactions above
2000 rupees. This was the news that
was in circulation all along and there
was anxiety on this factor for a
while.“The claims that the Governm
ent is considering levying Goods and
Services Tax (GST) on UPI transac-
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tions over Rs 2,000 are completely
false, misleading, and without any
basis. Currently, there is no such pro-
posal before the Government” the
statement from the Ministry of
Finance read.“Many brainless people
are spreading misinformation and fake
news that the Government will charge
18% GST on UPI transactions above
Rs . 2000. This is fake news. Sadly,
there is no agency at the central level
that can take legal action against such
fake news, which creates an unrest-
like situation with such fake news.” A
leading national media personnel said
about the same.To support and sustain
the growth of UPI, an Incentive
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Scheme has been operational from FY
2021-22. This scheme specifically tar-
gets low-value UPI (P2M) transac-
tions, benefiting small merchants by
alleviating transaction costs and pro-
moting wider participation and inno-
vation in digital payments.

k3 Crackoom,

It is already known that the
President of United States,
Donald Trump has been going
particularly hard against the
International student community.
He has largely tighten the visa
restrictions and also the revenue
streams of the students in the
United States.In this context, an

against the visa restrictions that

=g I

are being imposed by the Donald|

==

Trump administration.A recent
court victory has brought attention
to the U.S. government’s tightening
of student visa policies, particularly
impacting Indian students.Krish Lal
Isserda sani, a 21-year-old Indian
engineering student at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison,
was at the center of the case after
his F-1 visa was abruptly revoked

Wlthout notlce or any criminal
charges.A federal judge intervened,
temporarily halting his deportation
and preventing the Department of
Homeland Security from canceling
his visa or detaining him.This case
highlights growing concerns about
due process in visa revocations,
especially as the U.S. government
has reportedly revoked over 4,700

SEVIS records since January
2025 with nearly half involv-
ing Indian nationals.The rea-
_|sons for these actions range
#1from minor offenses like traf-
fic violations to participation
in peaceful campus protests.
ILegal experts and student
Madvocacy groups argue that

=den, lack transparency, and
= give students no chance to
respond or appeal. As legal
pushback intensifies, the situation
has sparked debate around immi-
gration fairness and the need for
clearer, more just policies for inter-
national students in the U.S.But the
issue here is that such pushback’s
are only going to frustrate Trump
further and instate him to take hard-
er measures. This could have a lot
of consequences in the due course.

Arfa

In a notable shift in travel trends, airfare
from India to the United States has seen
a significant decrease, making interna-
tional travel more accessible than in
recent years. Specifically, for trips
planned in May 2025, travelers from
Mumbai to the US can find one-way
tickets for as low as 237,000, and
round-trip fares beginning at ?76,000.

om Indiato USD

eal of Summer Travel Boom

This reduction is part of a larger trend -

observed during the April to June 2025
quarter, where travel platforms have
reported an average fare decrease of 5-
8% compared to the same period in
2024. This change comes as a welcome
development for Indian families look-
ing to travel during the summer holiday
season, a time when demand for long-
haul destinations like the US tradition-
ally peaks.

Enhanced Airline Strategies and
Connectivity

The affordability of flights from India
to major US cities, including New York,
San Francisco, and Los Angeles, is
largely attributed to improved airline
seat availability and the introduction of
revised routing strategies by airlines.
These strategic changes have facilitated
a smoother travel experience through
key transit hubs, enriching global con-
nectivity. As a result, travelers have wit-

nessed a notable price drop in tickets,
with fares to cities such as Boston,
Orlando, and Michigan decreasing to
around ?1.35 lakh from the previous
year's range of ?1.40-1.45 lakh.

Travel Insights and Opportunities
For those with flexible travel dates, the
opportunity to secure even more eco-
nomical fares exists, particularly for
flights that include layovers in Middle
Eastern hubs or routes through Delhi or
London with a transit time of less than
four hours, priced around ?85,000. This
pricing flexibility and the availability of
smoother travel options are a reflection
of evolving global airline strategies and
the enhanced connectivity of transit
hubs, providing passengers with more

— cost-effective and conven-
ient travel routes.India's
position as a high-demand
~|market for US-bound travel
|is reinforced by its large
immigrant population and
[the increasing number of
Indian students attending
American universities.
Despite historical challenges
such as limited direct con-
nectivity and longer flight
durations due to airspace
restrictions, the recent fare
reductions mark a signifi-
cant shift in the landscape of interna-
tional travel for Indian passengers.An
airline official highlighted past chal-
lenges, noting, "In recent years, US-
bound fares remained high year-round.
Even after India resumed international
flights in March 2022 post-pandemic,
the ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict
forced carriers to avoid Russian air-
space, resulting in longer routes. This,
coupled with US carriers scaling back
direct flights from Indian metros, kept
fares elevated." Thankfully, the situa-
tion has begun to improve, with some
direct flights resuming, although non-
stop options are still limited.

Looking Ahead

The current dip in airfares is anticipated
to persist in the short term, providing a
sigh of relief for those traveling to the
US for education, tourism, or family
visits. Indiver Rastogi, President and
Group Head, Global Business Travel,
Thomas Cook (India) and SOTC
Travel, encapsulated the sentiment, stat-
ing, "Summer is peak holiday season
for Indian families, with schools shut
and many opting for long-haul trips to
destinations like the US. This year,
we've observed a 5-8% drop in fares
from Delhi and Mumbai to major US
cities during April to June." Consequ
ently, this period marks an opportune
moment for travelers to take advantage
of the lower prices, whether for leisure
or academic purposes.In conclusion, the
recent drop in airfares from major
Indian cities to the US is a significant
development in international travel,
offering more Indians the opportunity
to explore, study, or reconnect with
family in the United States. With the
trend of decreasing prices expected to
continue, potential travelers are encour-
aged to seize this moment to plan their
long-awaited trips, benefiting from the
improved affordability and connectivity
that now characterizes the journey
between India and the US.
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