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Reclaiming our humanity: A call to connection in a fragmented world
Amid global turmoil, Danish explorer
Thor Pedersen’s journey to every country
without flying stands as quiet proof that
kindness and shared humanity endure —
even in the unlikeliest places. It’s a story of
contrast, conviction, and
hopeSeptuagenarian Dr Iain McGilchrist,
a world-renowned philosopher, psychia-
trist and neuroscientist, recently addressed
a symposium titled The Future of
Humanity, where he delved into some of
the most pressing questions at the heart of
our existence-the existence of what is
good, beautiful, and true. Reflecting on his
lifetime, he observed that these fundamen-
tal transcendental values have been
increasingly sidelined, decried, debased,
and even destroyed. “It is not just that we
are distracted from the truth,” he noted,
“but we demand protection from it, lest it
hurt us-in case life itself hurts us.”This
observation resonates deeply in a world
increasingly perceived as unkind, unfeel-
ing, and unconcerned, where the very
essence of humanity-compassion, love,
and concern-seems to be vanishing at an
alarming rate.In our hyper-competitive
socio-political environment, every sphere
of life-familial, social, professional, and
spiritual-is under strain. Systems meant to
support them are collapsing. Yet amid this
bleakness, glimmers of hope remain. One
such beacon is a traveller’s journey-
marked by twists, encounters, and insights,
offering a powerful affirmation of the
human spirit.Take the journey of Thor
Pedersen, a Danish explorer. Thor is the
only person in history to travel to every
country in the world without flying.
Between 2013 and 2023, he visited over
200 nations-India being his 168th-using
only ships, trains, buses, and other ground
or sea-based transport. His journey was
more than a feat of endurance; it became a
profound exploration of humanity, tran-
scending borders, cultures, and beliefs.At
the heart of his experience lay a simple
truth: “People are just people.” Wherever
he went, he met ordinary people living
ordinary lives-finding joy in food, music,
and sports, and valuing safety and stability
over political and religious divides. Across

every border he crossed, he was met with
kindness and generosity. Strangers offered
him meals, shelter, contacts, translations,
or simply a smile when he needed it most-
true to the spirit of our shared
humanity.His realisation deepened when
he observed: “If we reduce people to num-
bers and statistics, we create distance and
lose empathy. Divide and conquer is an
age-old strategy, and it works well-but at
what cost? We can keep dividing the world
until, eventually, we all sit
alone.”However, the Danish globetrotter’s
voyage was not without challenges. He
encountered a few unpleasant incidents
and individuals along the way, threatened
by drunk, armed, and hostile men, battling
cerebral malaria, and being held at gun-
point. While all this, however, did not dis-
hearten him, we are reminded of
Gandhiji’s profound words: “You must not
lose faith in humanity. Humanity is like an
ocean; if a few drops of the ocean are dirty,
the ocean does not become dirty.”
Thor’s journey, devoid of privilege and
elitism-underscores vital truths:
a) Even if gentleness and kindness seem to
be in decline, they continue to thrive quiet-
ly at the grassroots.
b)Though humanity struggles to find its
rightful place in a world consumed by the
relentless pursuit of power, pleasure, and
profit, it is not lost - only marginalised.
c) As we glamorise wealth, we risk losing
the very qualities that define us as human-
compassion, care, and cooperation.History

bears witness to countless indi-
viduals who, in moments of cri-
sis, be it accidents, tragedies, or
desperate need - step forward
uninvited, saving lives and
rekindling faith in humanity.
Though often overlooked, their
actions quietly pull humanity
back from the brink.That said,
the world remains enmeshed in
grave, interconnected crises-
war, inequality, poverty, climate
change-all demanding collective
will. Sadly, world leaders,
despite their promises, continue
to ignore the catastrophic plight

of millions. As they routinely gather to
design an ostensibly better future, they
remain either unable or unwilling to
respond-revealing not just a failure of
meaningful action, but a failure of intent.
Grim Realities
For long, we have viewed the world as
manipulable and controllable-ripe to be
bent to our will. Therefore, few doubt that
many crises plaguing our world are not
mere accidents of fate or unavoidable cir-
cumstances; they are often the deliberate
outcomes of power-driven agendas.
Fueled by greed, ruthless self-interest, and
an insatiable thirst for domination, these
forces ignite brutal conflict, widespread
deprivation, environmental devastation,
racism, and religious extremism-creating a
reality steeped in suffering and
division.Poverty, an affront to human dig-
nity, heightens vulnerability to abuse. Tied
to climate change, it’s set to intensify-new
research led by Dr Timothy Neal
(University of New South Wales) warns
the average person could be 40% poorer if
global temperatures rise by
4°C.Shockingly, those who hold power-
whether in struggling countries, develop-
ing economies, or even the most devel-
oped nations-have often abandoned
humanity as the foundation of governance.
Opportunistic toxic politics and hybrid
forms of authoritarianism continue to
destroy the sacred ground of human digni-
ty, pushing aside the cardinal principle that
must guide all leadership: People Over

Everything.Even the COVID-19 crisis-
exposing vulnerabilities and inequities-
failed to instil lasting solidarity. Human
dignity remains dispensable.What of more
grim realities? According to the Geneva
Academy, more than 45 armed conflicts
are currently raging across the Middle East
and North Africa. Africa follows closely,
with over 35 non-international armed con-
flicts (NIACs). Asia remains a battle-
ground for 19 such conflicts, while Europe
contends with seven.Bleak as it may seem,
this is a call to action-one urging us to
deepen our commitment to humanistic val-
ues, where every life is worthwhile, want-
ed, and welcomed.While it may be sim-
plistic to expect everything to align per-
fectly with the humanistic way, it is crucial
to recognise the deeper causes of suffering,
distress, and anguish within the fabric of
human society-locally, nationally, and
globally. In an age of deep disillusionment,
we must remember: the world is not mere-
ly a map of borders, but a shared home.As
Professor Harvey Whitehouse of Oxford
reminds us: “Remembering that we are all
related and experience many of the same
challenges could be the key to solving
global problems-from intergroup conflicts
to poverty and the climate crisis.”What
kind of world do we want to live in? If we
fail to address this, we risk sliding into a
soulless existence-a world full of people,
yet empty of humanity. We may exist, but
we will not truly live. The degradation of
humanity is not inevitable. Though messi-
ness and imperfection are part of what
makes us human, it is in our ability to
reclaim substantive conversation and
enrich our relationships, based on human-
istic virtues. Our hearts and minds-feeling,
willing, knowing, sensing-must not grow
numb to the suffering that surrounds us.
We must not be swayed by eloquent
words, empty rhetoric, or the shallow dis-
play of symbolism. Only through real, tan-
gible action can we reclaim what is slip-
ping away-the very essence of our shared
humanity.The imperative of our times:
Reawakening our humanity — Embracing
what matters most-People, planet, and our
shared future.

WAVES 2025: Redefining global media diplomacy
WAVES weaves together storytelling, tech-
nology and international cooperation to
reshape the global media and entertainment.
This summit marks a decisive leap into a
future where India leads with innovation,
cultural capital and strategic foresightCome
May 1st, India has truly arrived with the
WAVES Entertainment Summit being held in
Mumbai from 1st to 4th of May 2025. The
summit echoes the vision envisaged in 2019
by PM Modi in his speech at the inaugura-
tion of the National Museum of Indian
Cinema; highlighting Indian cinema as a
powerful medium of global outreach and soft
power, calling it a “silent force” that shapes
global perceptions and connects cultures. He
emphasised cinema’s potential to promote
film tourism, inviting international filmmak-
ers to explore India’s diverse landscapes. The
design of WAVES is an unusual convergence
of like-mindedness of M&E stakeholders;
individuals or institutions that think alike in
carving out a landscape that will be suited
for the global fraternity responsible for creat-
ing content and its consumption. WAVES
2025 brings a bold new phase of soft power
diplomacy, focusing on transformative and

technology-driven partnerships. Innovation
in this segment is bound to create a new buzz
for foreign policy tie-ups, carried forward on
the wings of emerging tools such as Artificial
Intelligence (AI), Virtual Reality (VR), and
immersive content ecosystems. The diverse
participation at WAVES will open unprece-
dented avenues for multilateral cooperation
and dialogue across critical areas of knowl-
edge sharing, media engagement, storytelling
ecosystems, and digital co-productions. It
provides India with an unparalleled opportu-
nity to assert global leadership in the creative
domain; by fusing its creativity quotient,
strategic foresight, and cultural capital into a
soft power matrix that fosters goodwill and
purposeful international collaboration.At the
heart of WAVES 2025 lies its evocative
tagline: “Connecting Creators, Connecting
Countries”, a bold declaration of India’s
intent to reposition itself as a global M&E
powerhouse. As a summit that seeks to
reimagine communication diplomacy, one of
its most awaited outcomes is the WAVES
Declaration, a visionary charter that could
reshape the media discourse globally.Rarely
has a platform attempted to knit together cre-

ativity, business, leadership, and soft power
into a cohesive global identity. But WAVES
seeks to do just that, with a Global Media
Dialogue, a declaration of shared values, and
a structured roadmap for the M&E industry
that reflects the ethos of a borderless, tech-
enabled, creatively interconnected world.
The declaration will place communication-
clear, coherent, and collaborative-at the cen-
tre of a new global information order, found-
ed on equity, access, equality, and participa-
tion.WAVES has quietly but effectively given
a new meaning to soft power diplomacy
wherein all constituents that create charisma
associated with knowledge sharing and story-
telling play a critical role in bilateral or mul-
tilateral cooperation. It would be appropriate
to mention that diplomacy will adorn new
wings of change based on creativity, innova-
tion and the spirit of collaboration. WAVES
will truly be the “Mahakumbh” of ideas,
opportunities, experiences and knowledge
sharing.The philosophical underpinning of
WAVES 2025 can be distilled into the 7 Cs
of Communication: Clarity, Conciseness,
Concreteness, Correctness, Coherence,
Completeness, and Courtesy. These seven

pillars not only ensure effective storytelling
but serve as diplomatic principles guiding
cross-border media collaboration. They offer
a timeless framework as we enter an era
where communication is the new currency of
power, diplomacy, and development.With
narratives shaping geopolitics, trade, and
international perception, there is a pressing
need for a Global Media Charter, a binding
commitment from nations to protect freedom
of creative expression, foster diverse story-
telling, and ensure ethical media practices.
WAVES 2025 can be the birthplace of this
transformative shift. In a world increasingly
governed by digital influence and algorith-
mic reach, a unified declaration will help
navigate the ethical dilemmas of deepfakes,
information disorder, and cultural homogeni-
sation. It’s not just about content anymore;
it’s about cultural continuity, technological
responsibility, and global unity through cre-
ative collabor ation.WAVES isn’t just about
short-term buzz, it’s about building some-
thing lasting. It understands that media and
entertainment (M&E) isn’t a quick fix but a
long-term strategic play.
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Congress MP Rahul Gandhi Returns From US to
Attend CWC Meeting After Pahalgam Terror Attack
Congress Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi, arrived in New
Delhi early Thursday morning
after cutting short his official
visit to the United States. His
return follows the deadly ter-
ror attack in Pahalgam,
Jammu and Kashmir, which
claimed at least 26
lives.Congress General
Secretary Jairam Ramesh con-
firmed that Gandhi would
attend the Congress Working
Committee (CWC) meeting
scheduled for 10:30 AM on
Thursday.The Pahalgam attack,
which took place on Tuesday at
Baisaran meadow, is one of the
most severe terrorist incidents in
the region since the 2019
Pulwama attack. Among the vic-
tims were 25 Indian nationals and
one Nepalese citizen. The attack
has sparked national outrage and
triggered high-level security
deliberations.In response, the

Union government has taken sev-
eral steps, including convening a
two-hour Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) meeting chaired
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Key measures include sus-
pending the Indus Waters Treaty
with Pakistan, closing the inte-
grated checkpost at Attari, and
halting Pakistani nationals' travel
to India under the SAARC visa
exemption scheme.Defence

Minister Rajnath Singh is set
to chair an all-party meeting
today to discuss the broader
impact of the attack. Prime
Minister Modi and Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman also cut short
their international visits fol-
lowing the incident.The fam-
ilies of the victims, includ-
ing Indian Navy Lieutenant
Vinay Narwal and Karnataka
resident Manjunath Rao,
have called on the govern-
ment to take stronger action
against terrorism. The vic-

tims were laid to rest in their
respective hometowns.Authorities
continue to investigate the poten-
tial cross-border linkages of the
attack, with initial reports sug-
gesting the involvement of mili-
tants associated with Pakistan.
The security situation remains a
primary concern as measures are
strengthened to prevent further
violence.

Pakistan Will Give Befitting Response To Any Misadventure:
Islamabad On India Suspending Indus Water Treaty

In its first response to India's
announcement that the Indus Water
Treaty of 1960 with Pakistan will be
held in abeyance with immediate
effect over the Pahalgam terrorist
attack, Islamabad has warned New
Delhi that it will give a befitting
response to any misadventure.

Pakistan Defence Minister's
Statement

Defence Minister Khawaja Asif said
that India cannot take a unilateral
decision on the Indus Waters Treaty
as the World Bank is a guarantor.
"Pakistani nation unites when it
comes to matters of national identity,
and that the country's armed forces,
including the Air Force, have full
defensive capabilities," ARY News
quoted the defence minister as say-
ing.
Pakistan On Indus Water Treaty

The Defence Minister stated that
Islamabad wants normal relations
with India and its neighbouring
countries but it will not hesitate to
give a strong response if pro-
voked."We will respond to India's
adventures in the same way we did
during the Abhinandan episode. If
India makes any misadventure, we
will give a befitting response," Asif
added. "Our armed forces, including

the Air Force, have full defen-
sive capabilities. We proved
our strength four years ago and
will do so again if needed."He
then accused India of support-
ing terrorism in Balochistan
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and
that the world is aware of it.
He continued, "Pakistan has
been the biggest victim of ter-
rorism in the world," Asif said.
"Everyone knows who is
behind the militancy in
Balochistan and KP."

How It Will Impact Pakistan?
On Wednesday evening, India
announced that the Indus Water
Treaty of 1960 with Pakistan will be
held in abeyance, until Islamabad
credibly and irrevocably abjures its
support for cross-border terrorism.
India's strategic use of the term
"abeyance" signals that the Indus
Waters Treaty isn't being permanent-
ly terminated but can be reactivated
if Pakistan curbs cross-border terror-
ism and prosecutes those responsi-
ble.Importantly, putting the treaty "in
abeyance" does not mean that all
water-sharing has stopped-water will
continue to flow as before. Instead,
this move marks India's first signifi-
cant alteration, in April 2025, to rules

that until now were considered
untouchable.However, suspending
the treaty's operative mechanisms
will halt bilateral cooperation,
including the exchange of crucial
hydrological data. Without timely
information on river flows and dam
operations, Pakistan could face
severe challenges in managing its
waterways, potentially precipitating
a major water crisis down the
line.The Indus river system compris-
es the main Indus River, five left-
bank tributaries in India (the Ravi,
Beas, and Sutlej-collectively known
as the Eastern Rivers-and the Jhelum
and Chenab, part of the Western
Rivers), plus the Kabul River on
Pakistan's side. Both nations rely
heavily on these waters for agricul-
ture, industry, and drinking supplies.

Dombivli Protestors Ask People To Check
Names Before UPI Payments— Know Why

Tensions have increased in Dombivli, Thane, fol-
lowing the brutal terror attack that took place on
Tuesday in Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir. The
attack has caused deep anger among local resi-
dents, who have now launched protests and called
for a complete bandh (shutdown) in Dombivli on
Thursday.According to a Times Now report, the
protests, which are strongly anti-Pakistan in nature,
began soon after the news of the attack broke.
Many protestors gathered in the area to show their
grief and demand justice for the victims. The pro-
testors have also urged citizens to be cautious while
making UPI payments, asking them to verify the
recipient's name before completing any transaction.

Pahalgam Terror Attack
The announcement regarding the bandh and protest
actions was made in the presence of Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis. He was in
attendance during the ceremony where the last
respects were paid to those killed in the attack.The
terror attack occurred at around 3 pm on Tuesday in
Pahalgam, a popular tourist destination in Jammu
and Kashmir. Survivors of the attack have shared
disturbing details. According to them, the terrorists
stopped the tourists, asked their names and reli-
gion, and even demanded to see their Aadhaar iden-
tification cards.As per the same report, state BJP
president and Maharashtra minister Chandrash
ekhar Bawankule confirmed that six of the victims
in the attack were from Maharashtra. He added that
Chief Minister Fadnavis was personally taking
updates on the situation. "The terrorists deliberate-
ly targeted Hindus after identifying them. This
shows that the attackers wanted to divide people on
religious lines," Bawankule said.

India's Response To The Attack
In a strong reaction to the attack, the Indian govern-
ment has taken multiple diplomatic steps against
Pakistan. On Wednesday, Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri addressed the media and said all
Pakistani nationals in India have been asked to
leave the country within 48 hours.He also
announced that diplomatic ties with Pakistan would
be downgraded. This includes the expulsion of mil-
itary officials from the Pakistani Embassy.
Additionally, he mentioned that the Cabinet
Committee on Security (CCS) met on Wednesday
evening to discuss further action.One of the most
significant decisions announced was the suspen-
sion of the Indus Waters Treaty of 1960. The treaty,
which governs the sharing of river waters between
India and Pakistan, will remain suspended until
Pakistan completely stops supporting terrorism
across the border.The situation remains tense, and
further developments are expected in the coming
days. Authorities have urged citizens to remain
peaceful and united during this time.

Ahead Of Crucial AIADMK Meetings, EPS Hosts Dinner For MLAs & Justify Alliance With BJP
AIADMK general secretary Edappadi K
Palaniswami, EPS, hosted a dinner for
party MLAs at his residence on
Wednesday, April 23, following the formal
revival of the party's alliance with the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on April 11,
The New Indian Express reported.The
event was attended by nearly all AIADMK

MLAs and several senior leaders, ahead of
two key internal meetings - the district sec-
retaries' meeting on April 25 and the exec-
utive committee meeting scheduled for
MayThe dinner, seen as a move to solidify
support within the party ranks, comes at a
critical juncture. The AIADMK-BJP
alliance has been a contentious topic with-

in the party, especially since the two part-
ed ways in 2023 after a period of strained
ties. Despite that, both parties have now
agreed to rejoin forces, signaling a
renewed effort to challenge the ruling
DMK in the 2026 Tamil Nadu Assembly
elections, the report added.The AIADMK
and BJP first joined hands during the 2019

Lok Sabha elections and continued their
alliance in the 2021 Tamil Nadu Assembly
elections. While the partnership helped the
AIADMK consolidate a broader anti-
DMK voter base, it also drew criticism
from some sections within the party, par-
ticularly over ideological differences and
issues of regional political autonomy.
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