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Former ISRO Chief K Kasturirangan Passes Away In Bengaluru

Former chairman of the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) and and chairperson of drafting
committee behind the ambitious new National
Education Policy (NEP) K Kasturirangan, passed
away at his residence in Bengaluru on Friday.His
mortal remains will be placed at the Raman Research
Institute in Bengaluru on Sunday, April 27, between
10 am and noon, to allow the public to pay their
respects.Kasturirangan headed ISRO, the Space
Commission, and the Department of Space for more .
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a major success for the Indian security
forces, top Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) com-
mander Altaf Lalli was killed in an
encounter in Bandipora in Jammu and
Kashmir on Friday.

Altaf Lalli Killed

It is the first major success for the Indian
security forces which has launched an
operation to eliminate the terrorists behind
the recent Pahalgam incident where 26
civilians were Killed.

LeT Top Commander Altaf Lalli Shot
Dead

Altaf Lalli held a senior leadership position
within the LeT, making him a high-value
target for Indian security forces. As a top
commander, he was reportedly involved in
planning and executing various militant
operations in the region.

Terrorists Houses Destroyed

Meanwhile, the houses of two LeT terror-
ists allegedly involved in the Pahalgam
attack were destroyed in Jammu and
Kashmir on Thursday night in a blast.The
blast occurred when the officials were con-
ducting searches inside the houses of two
LeT terrorists Adil Hussain Thokar and
Asif Sheikh.Thokar, a resident of south
Kashmir's Anantnag district, is one of the
key accused in Tuesday's Pahalgam mas-
sacre, while Sheikh, resident of Tral in
Pulwama district, is suspected to be
involved in the conspiracy of the attack.On
the other hand, Army Chief General
Upendra Dwivedi has landed in in Kashmir
on Friday to review the situation. The offi-
cials said Army commander, Northern
Command, Lt Gen MV Suchindra Kumar,
accompanied the Army Chief.The Chief of
Armed Staff (COAS) would carry out a
comprehensive review of the security situ-
ation in Jammu and Kashmir, while top
Army commanders will brief him about the
security situation and steps taken in the
aftermath of Tuesday's attack, PTI reported
citing officials.The tensions between India
and Pakistan are high as both countries
have announced the suspension of impor-
tant treaties and agreements signed to
resolve conflicts. While New Delhi has
announced the suspension of the Indus
Water Treaty, Islamabad has announced the
scrapping of trade activities and closed air-
space for India.

- Al

than nine years before stepping down on August 27,
2003.Widely regarded as the architect of education
reforms under the National Education Policy (NEP),
he also held roles as Chancellor of Jawaharlal Nehru
University and Chairman of the Karnataka
Knowledge Commission.He also served as the
Director of the National Institute of Advanced
Studies, Bangalore from April 2004 to 2009 Besides,
he was a Rajya Sabha member from 2003 to 2009
and served on the former Planning Commission of

India.He previously served as Director of the ISRO
Satellite Centre, playing a key role in the develop-
ment of the INSAT-2 and IRS-1A/1B series, as well
as other scientific satellites.As Project Director for
India's first Earth observation satellites, Bhaskara |
and 11, he also supervised key developments such as
the PSLV and GSLV launches.In recognition of his
contributions, he was awarded the Padma Shri,
Padma Bhushan, and Padma Vibhushan.An astro-
physicist by training, Kasturirangan's research

focused on high-energy X-ray and gamma-ray astron-
omy.His work made notable advances in understand-
ing cosmic X-ray sources, celestial gamma rays, and
their influence on the Earth's atmosphere.He was 84.
"He left for heavenly abode this morning at his resi-
dence in Bengaluru. His body will be kept at Raman
Research Institute (RRI) for paying last respects on
April 27," the officials said.

Panalaam Terror Attack: Mumoal's Leading Hosprtals
Announce Free Meaical Help For Victims: Names Insiog
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=y Maharashtra. The attack
has shocked people
={across the country and
has been widely con-

‘ Industries
{Limited, shared that Sir
HN Hospital, managed
by the Reliance
Foundation, will treat all
the injured completely

tals in Mumbai,

including Lilavati Hospital and the
Reliance Foundation's Sir HN Hospital,
have announced that they will provide
free medical treatment to those injured
in the recent terror attack in Pahalgam,
Kashmir, according to a Times Now
report. The tragic incident took place in
the Baisaran area, a few kilometres
away from Pahalgam, on Tuesday, April
22.The attack, which involved open fir-
ing, caused serious injuries to many
people and led to several deaths. Among
those who lost their lives, six were from

free of charge. He expressed his deep

sorrow over the loss of lives and wished
a quick recovery to those who are
injured.He said, "Everyone in the
Reliance family is mourning the loss of
innocent lives in this terrible attack.
Terrorism is the enemy of humanity, and
we must not allow it to grow in any way.
We fully support our Prime Minister, the
Indian government, and the whole
nation in  the fight against
terrorism."Lilavati Hospital also came
forward to help. In a statement, the hos-
pital said it was deeply saddened by the

violent incident and promised free med-
ical care for those who were hurt. The
hospital also offered support to families
who lost a loved one in the
attack.Rajesh Mehta, a permanent
trustee of Lilavati Hospital, said, "In
this hour of national grief, we stand in
unwavering solidarity with our fellow
citizens, the Indian Army, and the
Government of India. As part of our
commitment to serve humanity, we are
offering free medical treatment to those
injured in this attack and to individuals
who have lost a family member."He
added, "We at Lilavati Hospital and
Research Centre are deeply shocked and
saddened by the heinous terrorist attack
in Pahalgam, Kashmir. On behalf of our
entire board, under the guidance of
Charuben Mehta, our Founder and
Permanent Trustee for Life, | extend our
heartfelt condolences to the victims and
their families."The kind offers from
these hospitals have brought some relief
to the affected families during this
painful time. Many people have praised
the move and welcomed the gesture of
solidarity and support.

Mumbal-Anmedaoaa Bullet Train Project Upaate: BKC
Unaergrouna Station 75% Complete, Work Accelerates

Mumbai's Bandra-Kurla Complexg
(BKC), known for its tall office|
buildings and busy streets, is qui-
etly becoming home to one of
India’'s most ambitious transport
projects - a high-speed under-
ground rail station. This station is
part of the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
High-Speed Rail (MAHSR) corri-
dor, also known as the bullet train
project, which aims to cut travel
time between the two cities to just
about two hours, as per a Times
Now report.
Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet Train
Project

According to the National High-Speed
Rail Corporation Limited (NHSRCL),
about 75 per cent of the groundwork at
the BKC station site has already been
completed. This includes the removal of
around 14 lakh cubic metres of soil - a
huge task in itself. The construction of
the station's foundation is now in full
swing. So far, 25,000 cubic metres of
concrete have been laid for the base
slab. In total, approximately 2 lakh
cubic metres of concrete will be
required just for this portion of the

; g .l:gi.‘

work.Once completed, the bullet train
will leave from BKC and travel under-
ground for 21 kilometres up to
Shilphata. Out of this stretch, 16 kilo-
metres will be built using Tunnel
Boring Machines (TBMs), which are
large machines designed to slowly and
steadily dig tunnels through soil and
rock.The remaining 5 kilometres will be
constructed using the New Austrian
Tunnelling Method (NATM), which is
particularly effective in difficult or
uneven ground conditions such as hills
or loose soil.
Multiple Digging Points In Action
H N -

= At present, tunnel work is

_ - e

happening at three main

A . .
s gency exits and maintenance
e '|foutes once the tunnel
becomes operational

“|.Additionally, two deep ver-
tical shafts have been com-
pleted at Vikhroli and
Sawali. The shaft at Vikhroli
goes 56 metres deep, while
the one at Sawali reaches down to 39
metres.Once finished, the bullet train
will significantly improve connectivity
between Mumbai and Ahmedabad. The
station at BKC will act as a crucial start-
ing point for this high-speed journey.
Though all the work is happening quiet-
ly below the ground, this project is
expected to change how people travel
between the two major cities in the near
future. The underground station and tun-
nels mark a new milestone in India's
journey towards modern and faster
transportation.
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The Delhi Police on Friday arrested social
activist Medha Patkar, two days after a
court issued a non-bailable warrant (NBW)
against her for failing to furnish probation
bonds in connection with a 24-year-old
defamation case filed by Delhi Lieutenant
Governor (L-G) V K Saxena.Iln his order
dated April 23, Additional Sessions Judge
(ASJ) Vishal Singh of the Saket Court stat-
ed, "On the next date, if the convict fails to
comply with the terms of order on sentence
dated 08/04/2025 (furnishing probation
bonds in person), the court will be con-
strained to reconsider the benevolent sen-
tence and will have to alter the order on sen-
tence."A police team arrived at Patkar's res-
idence in Nizamuddin on Friday morning
and took her into custody, reported The
Indian Express.Deputy Commissioner of
Police (South East) Ravi Kumar Singh con-
firmed the development, saying, "We have
executed the NBW and Medha Patkar has
been arrested."Patkar is expected to be pre-
sented before the Saket Court later in the
day. However, as ASJ Singh is currently on
leave, she will appear before a link judge,
according to sources.On April 8, ASJ Singh
had granted Patkar one year's probation,
taking into account her contribution as
leader of the Narmada Bachao Andolan
(NBA), the accolades she had received, and
the fact that the offence was not serious
enough to merit imprisonment. She had
been instructed to furnish probation bonds
by April 23.Previously, the court had dis-
missed Patkar's appeal against her convic-
tion in the defamation case, which dates
back to 2000. In the case, she had allegedly
referred to Saxena - then heading a Gujarat-
based NGO - as a "coward" and accused
him of involvement in hawala dealings.On
May 24, 2024, a magistrate's court found
Patkar's statements defamatory and sen-
tenced her to five months in prison, with the
sentence formally pronounced on July 1.
However, ASJ Singh had suspended the
sentence and granted her bail on July 29,
last year.The defamation charges stem from
a press statement issued by Patkar on
November 25, 2000. At the time, Saxena's
NGO had publicly backed the Gujarat gov-
ernment's Sardar Sarovar Project, which the
NBA was opposing.In the statement, Patkar
claimed that Saxena, then president of the
NGO National Council of Civil Liberties,
was secretly supporting the NBA. She fur-
ther alleged that he had issued a cheque to
the NBA, which subsequently bounced.
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The Supreme Court on Friday censured
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi for
"irresponsible” remarks on Vinayak
Damodar Savarkar at a rally in
Maharashtra but stayed the criminal
proceedings against him.A bench of
Justices  Dipankar Datta  and
Manmohan said, "Let's not mock our
freedom fighters."The bench further
asked senior advocate Abhishek
Singhvi, appearing for Gandhi, whether
he knew that even Mahatma Gandhi
used the words such as "your faithful
servant" in his communications to the
Britishers.When  Singhvi  argued
charges of promoting enmity and pub-
lic mischief were not made out against
Gandhi, the bench remarked, "You are
most obedient.. does your client know
that Mahatma Gandhi also used 'your
faithful servant' while addressing the
viceroy? Can Mahatma Gandhi be
called a 'servant of Britishers' merely

Amit Shan D

The Home Ministry has directed all
states to identify and deport
Pakistani nationals within their juris-
dictions, reported NDTV on Friday,

Shah had spoken to every chief min-

ister on the matter.This comes after

cancellation of all visas issued to ‘I‘." ‘; &
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Pakistani nationals, as part of a five-
pronged diplomatic response follow-
ing the terror attack in Pahalgam,
Jammu and Kashmir.Union Home
Minister Amit Shah visits the site of
the Pahalgam terror attack in
Anantnag district Jammu and
Kashmir Wednesday April 23 2025
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
visits the site of the Pahalgam terror
attack, in Anantnag district, Jammu
and Kashmir, Wednesday, April 23,
2025.The government confirmed
that all such visas would be revoked
with effect from April 27. Medical
visas, however, would remain valid
for an additional 48 hours.India has
asserted it possesses evidence of
Pakistan's involvement in both the
planning and execution of the
attack.On  Thursday, Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri presented
this evidence to senior diplomats
from the United States, United
Kingdom, Italy, France, Germany,
Russia, and China.The suspension of
visas is one of five key steps taken
by India.Additionally, India has sus-
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‘ because he addressed himself to
the viceroy as 'your servant'.In
those days, even | have seen,
our judges of the Calcutta High
Court used to address Chief
Justice as writing 'your ser-
vant'."Justice Datta added,
"Does your client know that his
grandmother (Indira Gandhi),
when she was the Prime
Minister, also sent a letter prais-
ing this very gentleman
(Savarkar)? "The judge wen on, "So,
let's not make irresponsible statements
about freedom fighters. You have made
a good point on law, you are entitled to
stay. We are not saying anything on
that.""Any further statement by him
(Gandhi) will be taken up suo motu. No
more words on our freedom fighters....
They have given us freedom and we
treat them like this? This is not the
way," the bench warned.The top court
then issued notice to Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment and complainant advocate
Nripendra Pandey and stayed a
Allahabad High Court order which
refused to quash trial court's summons
against Gandhi. Singhvi urged the court
to not make any comments and said
Gandhi did not intend to create enmity
between the groups.The bench retorted,
"This is not how you treat freedom
fighters...when you don't know any-
thing about the history of India, you

pended the Indus Waters Treaty
(IWT), a key bilateral agreement
governing the use of the Indus River
and its tributaries-the Beas, Chenab,
Jhelum, Ravi, and Sutlej.Pakistan
retaliated by enacting similar meas-
ures, describing the suspension of
the IWT as "an act of war".In
response, Islamabad declared the
Simla Agreement suspended and
also closed its airspace to Indian-
operated or Indian-owned
aircraft. The Pahalgam terror attack
on Tuesday afternoon claimed the
lives of 26 people, including tourists
and civilians, at Baisaran Valley.
Shocking footage circulated on
social media showed five armed ter-
rorists selectively targeting men with
automatic weapons.In one clip, a ter-
rorist was seen sneering at a woman
and saying, "go tell (Prime Minister)
Modi".Among those killed was a
newlywed Navy officer, who had
been on a brief holiday with his
wife.This attack is the deadliest on
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should not make any such
comments."Justice Datta further said,
"He is a leader of a political party and
why would you make a comment like
this...you go to Maharashtra, he
(Savarkar) is worshipped there. Don't
do this."Singhvi said the message was
loud and clear.The top court, however,
stayed the criminal proceedings against
Gandhi in the case lodged in Uttar
Pradesh. Gandhi moved the apex court
against an order of the high court. A
case under various provisions for
alleged offences such as promoting
enmity between classes and public mis-
chief was lodged against him by
Pandey.The case stems from the
Congress leader's comments on
Savarkar made on November 17, 2022,
during his Bharat Jodo Yatra at a rally
in Maharashtra's Akola district.The
Lucknow bench of the high court on
April 4 said that Gandhi can file a revi-
sion petition before the sessions court,
making the high court's intervention
unnecessary at this stage.Before the
high court, Gandhi had challenged a
trial court's decision to summon him in
the case, while contesting the ongoing
proceedings against him.The com-
plainant has accused Gandhi of inten-
tionally insulting Savarkar during the
rally and said his remarks were part of
a "well-planned conspiracy" to defame
Savarkar.

als All CMs; Orders Identification,
Deportation O Padstani National

= Indian soil since the February
2019 Pulwama incident, in
which 40 CRPF personnel were
killed by the banned Pakistan-
based terror group Jaish-e-
Mohammed.A  faction  of
Lashkar-e-Taiba, another pro-
scrlbed group based in Pakistan,
has claimed responsibility for
£ aithe Pahalgam assault, which

L was allegedly carried out by at

least three terrorists who remain at
large, despite an extensive man-
hunt.On Thursday, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi delivered a strong
message to the international commu-
nity.Speaking at an event in Bihar, he
switched to English and declared,
"From the soil of Bihar, | am telling
the world that India will identify and
punish every terrorist, and those
behind them."Modi has vowed to
exact revenge on all those responsi-
ble and has stated that his govern-
ment will ensure the terrorists' "evil
agenda" does not succeed.Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh echoed this
sentiment at an event in Delhi,
asserting, "We won't only punish the
monsters who carried out this act of
brutality and barbarianism, we will
also reach those who hid behind a
curtain to carry out this conspira-
cy."The government also convened
an all-party meeting on Thursday to
brief political leaders on the situa-

tion.
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