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

    
    
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    
   
     

  
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






















































2 
27 SUNDAY APRIAL 2025




        
 
     

       
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
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






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









 







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



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
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



































































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
  
     

   

   
   
  
   
   
  
  

   

       







  
    
     

    

    
    
     

   
   
    
    
   

    
    
    

   
   
   
  
   
 
 
  
     
   
  
   
   

    


    
   
   
   
   
  
    
     
   
  
    
   
     
  
    
    


     

   
   
    
   
   


    
   
    
     
    
 

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   
    
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    
    
    
    
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   
  
    
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          
       
          



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     
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      


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





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


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

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


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

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    


      

   
  
   
   
   
 
     
   
  
   

    
    
    
    
      
     

    
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    
     
    

   

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
  
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    
     




   
      

     
    

     

      
       

     
     



      
     
     
      

       




      
  
 
      
  

      
     
     


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
  
    
  
   
     
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   
     
    
 
   
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
     
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     
    
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 
   
 

  
  

   
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
 
  

    
    
     
     
     
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    


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




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

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



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
























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     
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
       
     

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       
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      

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     
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      
     
       
   

      
     
     





      
    
    
     

      
      
  

    
     
     
     
      
       

       
 

    

 
     
 
      

     
       
      
     
     

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AI Penetration: India In Surprisingly Good Position!

The larger section of the Indian population is still in the rural pock-
ets of the country and is away from the digital revolution that is hap-
pening. The rate of change towards digital revolution is picking up
the momentum, it is a fact that the rural population is still at large.In
this context, the latest report published by the prestigious Stanford
University regarding the penetration of artificial intelligence, India
stands in a surprisingly good position.According to the indexing that
was done by the Stanford University, the penetration reading of arti-
ficial intelligence in the United States is at 2.6, while India is narrow-
ly behind with 2.5 points.India has emerged as a global leader in AI
skill development, yet it faces significant challenges in retaining its
talent and meeting the growing demandAccording to the Stanford AI
Index 2024, India leads the world in AI skill penetration, with its
workforce being 2.8 times more skilled in AI-related competencies
than the global average. Notably, India also tops the charts in AI
skillAccording to the Stanford AI Index 2024, India leads globally in
AI skill penetration, with its workforce being 2.8 times more skilled
in AI-related competencies than the global average. The country also
ranks highest in AI skill penetration among women, ahead of nations
like the U.S. and Israel.The report highlights a gap between the coun-
try’s AI capabilities and its capacity to harness them effectively for
national growth. To bridge this gap, India needs to invest in local
opportunities, research facilities, and industry collaboration to
encourage homegrown talent to stay and contribute to the country’s
rapidly evolving AI ecosystem.

Are Indian Students Going To US At Fault? What’s The Media Narrative?

For a long time now, the international studies culture has been aggra-
vating in the Indian community. This is getting bigger and better by
the day but things are looking shady now as Trump has started to
tighten the regulations on student life culture.Many Indian students
go to America to study and build a better future. But some make mis-
takes like drunk driving, fighting with roommates, loud parties, using
drugs, or breaking traffic rules are bound to happen. In the U.S., these
actions can lead to visa cancellation and even deportation in the cur-
rent day market.A few students did these things and lost their visas
and this has become a topic of conversation. But instead of under-
standing the real reasons, some Indian media and social media are
blaming the U.S. government, creating panic among parents which is
not right.Every country has rules. If we break them, we must face the
consequences for the same. Just like Sundar Pichai and Satya Nadella
followed the law and made India proud, today’s students must also
act responsibly. Only then will their journey to the U.S. have real
meaning.Media should spread awareness, not fear, it must be prima-
rily understood. They should explain what really happened, not show
only shocking headlines just for the sake of views. Students must
remember their goals - to study and succeed.If they follow the rules
and behave responsibly, they will earn respect and keep their visa.
Let’s not blame others for our mistakes. Let’s act wisely and make
our families and country proud. This must be the main narrative that
must be carried by the media.

Mamata Slams Modi For Double Standards On
Muslim Hospitality, Urges INDIA Bloc Unity

Regarding the Waqf
Amendment Act, West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee sharply
criticized Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). She said that the
ruling party was "against
Muslims" while Muslim-
majority countries were
welcoming her.Speaking
to a group of Muslim
clerics, Banerjee drew attention
to what she saw as a contradic-
tion in the BJP's position. In
reference to the Prime
Minister's trips to West Asian
nations, she said, "You are
against Muslims in India, but
when you go to Saudi Arabia or
Dubai, whose hospitality do you
take?" According to Banerjee,
the BJP's foreign policy was
inconsistent with its domestic
rhetoric.Banerjee called on the
opposition INDIA group to

"stay united and fight together"
in their resistance to the Waqf
Amendment Act. She empha-
sized that the issue would affect
others in the future and was not
limited to the Muslim commu-
nity. It's against you today. It
might be against someone else
tomorrow. She cautioned, "Now
they want to bring the Uniform
Civil Code (UCC)."Banerjee's
remarks followed recent vio-
lence in West Bengal's
Murshidabad during a Muslim

community demon-
stration against the
Waqf Amendment
Act. On April 11, the
demonstrations
descended into vio-
lence, killing a father
and son and injuring
numerous others.
One more person was
killed as police
opened fire to bring
the situation under

control.A Special Investigation
Team (SIT) has been estab-
lished by the West Bengal
Police in response to the vio-
lence to look into the happen-
ings. Senior officers from a
variety of units, including as the
Counter Insurgency Force (CIF)
and the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID), will be part
of the SIT in order to look into
what caused the disturbance and
make sure the victims receive
justice.

No Power Can Separate Pakistan From Kashmir: Pak Army Chief General Asim Munir

Pakistan Army Chief General
Asim Munir has once again
raked up the Kashmir issue by
claiming that no power in the
world can separate the disputed
territory from his country.
Addressing a gathering, Munir
boasted that people should not
forget that they belong to a
"superior ideology and culture"
while defending the two-nation
theory, which led to the parti-
tion of India and Pakistan in
1947.He said: "You should defi-
nitely tell Pakistan's story to
your children. Our forefathers
thought that we are different
from the Hindus in every aspect
of life. Our religions, our cus-

toms, traditions,
thoughts and ambi-
tions are different.
That was the foun-
dation of the two-
nation theory that
was laid."The
Pakistan Army
Chief claimed that
India and Pakistan
are two nations. He
added: "We are not

one nation. That is why our
forefathers struggled to create
this country. Our forefathers and
we have sacrificed a lot for the
creation of this country. We
know how to defend it. My dear
brothers, sisters, daughters and
sons, please don't forget this
story of Pakistan. Don't forget
to narrate this story to your next
generation so that their bond
with Pakistan never weake
ns."Talking about the impact of
terrorism in Pakistan, he said,
"Do you think terrorists can
take away the destiny of the
country? The 1.3 million-strong
Indian Army, with all its where-
withal, if they cannot intimidate

us, do you think these terrorists
can subdue the armed forces of
Pakistan?"He also sent a warn-
ing to the terror elements in
Balochistan, where a train
hijacked passenger train travel-
ling from Quetta to Peshawar
last month, the Pakistan Army
will defeat all such forces
soon.Munir added: "Balochistan
is Pakistan's pride, you will just
take it away so easily? You
won't be able to take it in 10
generations. Inshallah, we will
defeat these terrorists very soon.
Pakistan will not fall." Speaking
about Kashmir, General Munir
said, "Our stance is absolutely
clear, it was our jugular vein, it
will be our jugular vein, we will
not forget it. We will not leave
our Kashmiri brothers in their
heroic struggle."However, India
is yet to respond to the Kashmir
row. Time and again, New
Delhi has said that Kashmir is
an integral part of India.The
relations between the two coun-
tries has nosdived since the BJP
government abrogated the
Article 370 in 2019.

CBI Searches AAP Leader Durgesh Pathak’s Residence Amid Foreign Funding Probe
The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) conducted a
raid at the home of Durgesh
Pathak, a former Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) MLA, on Thursday, a
development that has sparked
political controversy. A complaint
has been filed against him in con-
nection with the action, which is
connected to alleged violations of
the Foreign Contribution
Regulation Act (FCRA).According
to CBI sources, Pathak, who is
currently the AAP's co-incharge
for Gujarat, is accused of irregu-
larities involving foreign dona-

tions. Although the specifics of the
alleged infractions have not been
made public, the action has
already provoked political criti-
cism.AAP MP Sanjay Singh
responded to the raid on social
media, condemning the action and
charging the national government,
led by the BJP, with abusing
investigative agencies for political
ends. On X (previously Twitter),
Singh commented, "BJP's dirty
game starts again." "The CBI has
arrived at Gujarat's co-incharge
@ipathak25's residence. The Modi
administration has made every

effort to dismantle the Aam Aadmi
Party, but it has failed. Gujarat's
BJP situation is precarious. CBI
was dispatched to threaten
@ipathak25 as soon as he was
named co-incharge.Tension has
increased as a result of the raid's
timing, which came just after
Pathak was appointed to a crucial
party position in Gujarat. AAP
leaders have described it as a
politically motivated attempt to
impede their operations in the
state. The CBI has not yet released
any formal announcements regard-
ing the raid's results.
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Siliguri corridor: India’s fragile lifeline
The Siliguri corridor is not just a pas-
sage but a strategic artery vital to
India’s national integrity. As power
dynamics evolve in the region, India
must remain vigilant, continuously
adapting its policies to secure this frag-
ile yet indispensable lifeline A nation’s
lifeline can sometimes be as slender as
a thread, for India, the Siliguri corridor
is that vital strand connecting the heart
to its northeastern limbs. The Siliguri
corridor, often dubbed the “Chicken’s
Neck,” is a narrow stretch of land in
West Bengal that serves as the sole ter-
restrial link between India’s northeast-
ern States and the rest of the country.
Flanked by Nepal to the west, Bhutan
to the north, and Bangladesh to the
south, this corridor’s strategic impor-
tance cannot be overstated.The corri-
dor is only about 22 kilometres wide at
its narrowest point and approximately
200 kilometres long, making it one of
the most sensitive chokepoints in the
world. Its vulnerability has become a
focal point in the complex geopolitical
dynamics of South Asia, especially in
light of recent developments involving
Bangladesh and China. Bangladesh’s
deepening ties with China have raised
eyebrows in New Delhi.The burgeon-
ing relationship between Dhaka and
Beijing encompasses extensive infra-
structure projects, military cooperation
and significant investments under
China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).
This growing camaraderie has led to
concerns about China’s expanding
influence in India’s immediate neigh-
bourhood and the potential implica-
tions for the security of the Siliguri
corridor.Adding to India’s concerns is
the recent statement by Nobel laureate
Muhammad Yunus in China: “We are
the only guardian of the ocean for all
this region. So, this opens up a huge
possibility. So this could be an exten-
sion of the Chinese economy. Build
things, produce things, market things,
bring things to China, bring it out to
the whole rest of the world.” Such
remarks align with China’s strategic
vision and highlight the potential shift

in Bangladesh’s foreign policy, which
could challenge India’s dominance in
the Bay of Bengal and its connectivity

to the northeast.The corridor’s signifi-
cance is multifaceted. Economically, it
is the main artery for trade and transit
between mainland India and its north-
eastern States. Militarily, it is crucial
for the movement of Defence forces to
and from the northeastern frontier, par-
ticularly in the context of India’s bor-
der tensions with China.The 2017
Doklam standoff, where Indian and
Chinese troops faced off near the tri-
junction of India, Bhutan, and China,
underscored the corridor’s strategic
sensitivity.Any disruption here could
effectively sever India’s access to its
northeastern territories, posing a severe
threat to national integrity. If the
Siliguri corridor is “cut” or blocked,
India’s entire North East — compris-
ing seven States — would be physical-
ly isolated from the rest of the country.
This scenario could lead to economic
paralysis, logistical nightmares, and
security risks, making it a nightmare
for India’s defence
establishment.Given the presence of
active insurgent groups and China’s
influence in the region, the possibility
of a blockade in times of conflict poses
a major national security
challenge.China’s strategic manoeuvres
in the region are not limited to its rela-
tionship with Bangladesh. The “Five
Fingers” strategy, attributed to Mao
Zedong, envisions Tibet as China’s
palm with Bhutan, Nepal, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim, and Ladakh as its

five fingers, all purportedly awaiting
“liberation.”This doctrine reflects
Beijing’s broader ambitions in South

Asia and highlights the geopoliti-
cal chessboard on which the
Siliguri corridor sits. Moreover,
China’s economic engagements
often lead to debt dependencies, a
phenomenon termed the “debt
trap.” Countries ensnared in this
trap may find themselves com-
pelled to align with Beijing’s
strategic interests, sometimes at
the expense of their
sovereignty.Sri Lanka’s handover
of the Hambantota Port to China

on a 99-year lease after struggling to
repay Chinese loans is a cautionary
tale that resonates in the region.India
fears a similar scenario could unfold in
Bangladesh, potentially compromising
the security dynamics of the Siliguri
corridor. The ‘Thucydides Trap’, a
concept describing the tendency
towards conflict when a rising power
challenges an established one, is
increasingly relevant in the Indo-China
context.As China asserts itself more
aggressively in South Asia, the strate-
gic importance of the Siliguri corridor
becomes even more pronounced.
Ensuring its security is paramount for
India to maintain regional stability and
counterbalance China’s expanding
influence. India has undertaken several
measures to bolster the corridor’s secu-
rity and infrastructure. Enhancements
in road and rail connectivity aim to
facilitate rapid military and civilian
movement. The Government is active-
ly developing alternative connectivity
routes, such as the Bogibeel Bridge in
Assam, the Kaladan Multi-Modal
Transit Transport Project through
Myanmar, and the Agartala-Akhaura
rail link with Bangladesh, to reduce
dependency on the Siliguri
corridor.Additionally, military fortifica-
tion in the region has been intensified.
The presence of the Indian Army’s 33
Corps, the deployment of additional
Border Security Force (BSF) and Indo-
Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) person-

nel and infrastructure upgrades along
the Bhutanese and Nepalese frontiers
aim to safeguard the corridor from
potential incursions or blockades.
However, the challenges remain formi-
dable, requiring constant vigilance and
proactive strategies.The need for a
robust Defence strategy, diplomatic
engagement with neighbouring coun-
tries, and infrastructure diversification
is more urgent than ever. The Siliguri
corridor is not merely a geographical
passage but a linchpin in India’s
national security and regional strategy.
As geopolitical currents shift, safe-
guarding this slender lifeline is impera-
tive to ensure the unity and integrity of
the nation.The Siliguri corridor
remains a critical lifeline for India,
linking its northeastern States to the
rest of the country amid growing
geopolitical tensions. As Bangladesh
strengthens its ties with China, India’s
strategic concerns over the corridor’s
security have intensified. China’s
expanding influence in South Asia,
coupled with historical territorial ambi-
tions, underscores the corridor’s vul-
nerability.Any disruption to this nar-
row stretch of land could have severe
economic, logistical, and security con-
sequences, potentially isolating India’s
northeastern States. India has taken
proactive measures, strengthening
infrastructure, fortifying military pres-
ence, and diversifying connectivity
routes to mitigate risks. However,
ensuring the corridor’s security
requires a multidimensional approach
— combining military preparedness,
strategic diplomacy and regional part-
nerships.By reinforcing alliances with
Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Nepal, India
can counterbalance China’s growing
footprint and safeguard its
interests.The Siliguri corridor is not
just a passage but a strategic artery
vital to India’s national integrity.As
power dynamics evolve in the region,
India must remain vigilant, continuous-
ly adapting its policies to secure this
fragile yet indispensable lifeline.

Can the elephant and dragon tango?
It has been a love-hate relationship all
along. From the days of ‘Hindi Chini bhai
bhai’  to skirmishes at Doklam, India and
China the two giants of the Asian subcon-
tinent have had a strained relations.
Ironically as the two countries may be at
loggerheads in their bilateral relations
their trade relations have flourished all
along.India and China, two of the world’s
oldest civilisations and most populous
nations, mark 75 years of diplomatic ties
in 2025. The journey has been fraught
with both cooperation and conflict —
ranging from the 1962 war and border
disputes to robust economic engagement
and shared global interests. Despite ten-
sions, the two Asian giants have consis-
tently found ways to engage, recognising
that their bilateral relationship holds
immense geopolitical and economic sig-
nificance.As Chinese President Xi Jinping
articulated in his message to Indian

President Droupadi Murmu, the relation-
ship should evolve into a “Dragon-
Elephant tango.” This metaphor under-
scores the potential for harmony despite
fundamental differences in political and
economic models. Their ability to find
synergy will be crucial in the wake of a
rapidly evolving global landscape — one
increasingly shaped by protectionist ten-
dencies from the United States under
Donald Trump’s administration.Donald
Trump’s return to the White House has
heightened tariffs, and a reconfiguration
of global alliances. Both India and China
have faced the brunt of Trump’s aggres-
sive economic policies before —China
through the US-China trade war and India
through tariff hikes and restrictions on
visa programs.Trump’s presidency is forc-
ing both nations to rethink their economic
strategies. While, India has strategically
aligned itself with the US on issues like

the Indo-Pacific and Defence cooperation,
it also values its autonomy in global
affairs.Similarly, China sees India as a
critical regional player whose participa-
tion in initiatives like BRICS and the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) bolsters Beijing’s vision of a mul-
tipolar world. In this context, India and
China have the potential to deepen their
engagement in areas where their interests
converge, rather than allowing past dis-
putes to dictate the future of their rela-
tionship.With Washington adopting more
stringent trade policies, India and China
can enhance bilateral trade by reducing
dependence on Western markets. India’s
burgeoning digital economy, manufactur-
ing sector and push for self-reliance
(Atmanirbhar Bharat) could align with
China’s expertise in technology, infra-
structure and supply chain
management.Strategic agreements in sec-

tors like renewable energy, pharmaceuti-
cals and artificial intelligence could be
mutually beneficial. The 2020 Galwan
Valley clash remains a sore point, but
recent efforts at de-escalation highlight a
growing realisation that prolonged border
tensions serve neither country.If both
nations can establish more structured dia-
logues and confidence-building measures,
it would prevent military conflicts from
derailing broader diplomatic progress.
India and China share a common interest
in reforming global institutions like the
United Nations, IMF and WTO to reflect
the realities of the 21st century. As two
major voices from the Global South, they
can jointly push for a rebalanced global
order that is less dominated by Western
hegemony. The next phase of India-China
ties will require a pragmatic approach that
prioritises long-term gains over short-
term rivalries.
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

      
      


        
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

     
      
      



     
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