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Indla S grand rewrite of communication oraer

The WAVES summit will drive the country’s
creative economy through intellectual proper-
ty creation and develop its M&E infrastruc-
ture. It will also help build the industry’s
capacity to create a skilled workforce for
global needs As the final countdown to the
WAVES Audio Visual & Entertainment
Summit draws near, the moot question
remains: how will the global communication
ecosystem respond to the vision, challenges,
and opportunities unleashed by the four-day
summit in Mumbai from 1 May? More than
just another gathering, WAVES is a seismic
shift. It promises to reorient the way we
understand, design, and deliver the future of
media and entertainment (M&E). With an
architecture built around inclusivity, imagina-
tion, and integrated diplomacy, the summit is
poised to be a landmark “Communication
Moment” for the world. Through its immer-
sive curation of threads, themes, ideas, and
tools, WAVES will redraw the boundaries of
what M&E can mean in an era marked by dis-
ruption and reinvention.At the heart of this
transformation lies a compelling proposition:
that the summit is not merely about showcas-
ing creativity — it is about systematising it.
The real takeaway from WAVES 2025 is not
just the exchange of ideas, but the articulation
of a futuristic communication order — one
that interweaves Commerce, Creativity,
Content, and Culture into a coherent, collabo-
rative, and globally relevant vision.From the
outset, WAVES has been propelled by an
unflinching commitment to innovation and
ideation. As the inaugural edition, it places
“Communication First” not just as a slogan
but as an organising principle. For perhaps the
first time, a summit in the M&E space has

As the BJP frames the Uniform Civil
Code as a step toward national integra-
tion and gender justice, critics warn of
growing unrest and constitutional chal-
lenges aheadAfter the controversial
passage of the Waqf Bill, the Modi
Government plans to implement the
equally or even more contentious
Uniform Civil Code (UCC) passed last
year.This raises the question of whether
it is the right time to push for the UCC
amid ongoing protests against the Wagf
Bill, which began after the UCC was
approved in Parliament last year.The
BJP has released a video recently on the
achievements of Modi’s first year in his
third term and is preparing for the UCC
implementation. The video, titled ‘Big
Moves Under Modi 3.0 — The Journey
Has Just Begun...”, suggests prioritising
the UCC. The video presents it as an
important step towards national integra-
tion and gender equality.Despite being
proposed and withdrawn twice in 2019
and 2020, the UCC bill was eventually
approved by Parliament last year. For
the BJP, the UCC is a crucial part of its
political agenda, alongside the comple-
tion of the Ayodhya temple and the
abrogation of Article 370 in Jammu and
Kashmir. The UCC is a complex issue.lt
has several angles, such as political,
legal, legislative, religious, gender, and
Constitutional perspectives. The coun-
try witnessed angry agitations even dur-
ing the passage of the law. Just as the
Wagf Act creates unrest, the UCC is
bound to  trigger nationwide
agitations.It is worth noting that while
many countries like France, the United

been imagined as a “Communication
Mahakumbh”, where continuity meets disrup-
tion, and heritage is re-engineered through
innovation.The four identified pillars of
WAVES — Broadcast & Infotainment,
AVGC-XR, Digital Media, and Films — each
distinct in their scope, nevertheless converge
powerfully in intent and deliverables.
Together, they represent a conscious synthesis
of old and new, traditional mediums and
emerging technologies, global ambitions and
local identities.What sets WAVES apart is its
ability to harmonise these forces into a
dynamic, composite framework. In doing so,
it sketches the contours of a new communica-
tion order — one led by India, but built for the
world. The catalytic force behind this vision
has been the launch of Create in India: Season
I, an initiative that has electrified the industry
with its participatory energy and collaborative
ethos.It has thrown open the doors to story-
tellers, technologists, investors, and policy-
makers, crafting a rich ecosystem of engage-
ment that mirrors the complexity of the M&E
sector itself. The themes and templates curated
under this banner are refreshingly forward —
looking. They tackle not just today’s industry
pain points but anticipate tomorrow’s cultural,
economic, and technological shifts. From
decentralisation of narratives and platform-
neutral storytelling to immersive formats and
multilingual access, WAVES has laid down a
clear thesis: the future belongs to those who
dare to reimagine.In doing so, it positions
India as the Content Hub of the World, a
nation not just exporting stories, but shaping
the very grammar of global storytelling. The
commercial vision that undergirds this ambi-
tion is bold and aspirational, showcasing

India’s intent to lead not only through scale,
but through thought leadership. WAVES 2025
emerges at a moment when the “Creator
Economy” is reshaping global production —
consumption cycles. Here, India is not a pas-
sive participant but a proactive architect; fus-
ing its demographic dividend, cultural wealth,
and technological prowess into an unbeatable
formula for soft power.WAVES is the conduit
through which this soft power is being sys-
tematised, internationalised, and strategically
leveraged.It is not just a summit. It is a signal
— a signal that India is ready to anchor the
future of M&E diplomacy through stories,
ideas, and innovations that resonate across
borders.The kinetic current of visibility,
opportunity, collaboration, and growth gener-
ated by WAVES is designed to have a lasting
ripple effect, influencing how future summits
around the world are conceived, especially in
terms of fostering international tie — ups, cin-
ematic synergies, and media-tech alliances.At
its core, WAVES is a think tank in motion —
where storytelling meets strategy, policy
meets participation, and art meets action. By
blurring the lines between entertainment and
engagement, it reminds the world that M&E is
no longer a side-show to diplomacy. It is
diplomacy. In an increasingly multipolar
world, cultural influence is power. And the
medium through which that power is asserted
is communication — fluid, visual, participato-
ry. Through M&E, nations now shape percep-
tions, steer conversations, and signal intent.
WAVES situates India’s M&E industry
squarely within this strategic frame, project-
ing it as a potent tool of statecraft and global
engagement. The brilliance of WAVES lies in
its refusal to chase uniformity. It understands

that the future of M&E is not about amplify-
ing one dominant voice but about curating a
chorus of perspectives.As the world negoti-
ates climate shifts, social transformations,
digital disruptions, and identity politics, story-
telling must evolve — from monologue to
mosaic.India, with its plurality of languages,
genres, and formats, offers a compelling
framework for this evolution. WAVES is a
celebration of that plurality. It is a staging
ground for narratives that are rooted in tradi-
tion but responsive to the future — narratives
that can travel far, yet stay authentic. In a time
where content is everywhere, WAVES is a
reminder that context is king.And in this con-
text, India leads not just as a creator, but as a
curator of meaning in a fragmented world. To
conclude, one of the key objectives of the
summit is to have global M&E leaders invest
in India.A lot of hard work and thought has
gone into WAVES and officials are upbeat
about its success. Sanjay Jaju, Secretary, 1&B
Ministry, said WAVES would be the first-ever
global summit covering the entire gamut of
the M&E industry. The most promising aspect
of WAVES s the interest it has generated
across the globe. The international outreach of
the summit is evident by a line-up that boasts
Adobe CEO Shantanu Narayen, YouTube
CEO Neal Mohan, Instagram Head Adam
Mosseri, Netflix CEO Ted Sarandos, market-
ing agency WPP’s CEO Mark Read, Spotify’s
Chief Public Affairs Officer Dustee Jenkins,
and NVIDIA’s Vice President Richard Kerris
— all of them will be part of the programming
roster. The Ministry hopes that the summit will
promote India as a “one-stop destination” for
content creation, drive the country’s creative
economy through intellectual property cre-

on the horizon

Kingdom, the United States, and
Australia have a UCC, others like
Kenya, Pakistan, Italy, South
Africa, Nigeria, and Greece do
not.Prime Minister Modi defended
the implementation of the UCC in
Lok Sabha in December last year,
stating that the Constituent
Assembly, which drafted the
Indian Constitution, wanted the
Uniform Civil Code to be enacted
by an elected Government.He also
highlighted that BR Ambedkar, the
chief architect of the Indian
Constitution, strongly advocated
for a uniform civil code preventing one-
sided claims.The Apex Court also
emphasised the need for a Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) in 1985 to maintain
national unity and recommended a sin-
gle law for all citizens in 1995. In 2019,
the Modi Government reaffirmed its
commitment to the UCC.The Court had
also declared Triple Talag unconstitu-
tional, promoting gender justice.
Minority groups feel that personal laws
are vital to cultural and religious identi-
ties, and implementing a Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) could infringe on religious
freedom under Article 25 of the
Constitution. India currently has sepa-
rate personal laws for various religious
communities, including  Hindus,
Muslims, Christians, and Parsis, which
govern issues like marriage, divorce,
and inheritance. The UCC supporters
argue for one law for all
citizens.Moreover, experts warn that the
UCC could overstep state legislative
authority, challenging the principles of

brings up concerns about reli-
gious freedom and cultural identi-
ty.While the Supreme Court
upholds the constitutional validity
of the Uniform Civil Code, imple-
menting it remains a contentious
issue in Indian society and poli-
tics. It is a highly sensitive issue
in India, with diverse
cultures.Many minority commu-
~|nities are concerned about the
— |potential risks to their religious

~—liberties, highlighting the com-

-|plexity of the issue.The Modi

cooperative federalism. The Portuguese
Civil Code, introduced in the 19th cen-
tury, is still in effect in Goa and has not
been replaced since the state’s libera-
tion.Early this year, Uttarakhand imple-
mented the UCC for the state. Other

BJP-ruled states like Assam and
Maharashtra want to push it
through.The BJP may want to replicate
this in different states.The challenges of
implementing the UCC are many.While
supporters argue for a UCC implemen-
tation, others caution against it, citing
the need to respect religious and cultur-
al diversity. The lack of consensus
among political parties presents a for-
midable challenge. Many opposition
parties and even some NDA allies, and
some communities like the Muslims,
have strongly opposed it. Ensuring
effective implementation across the
vast and diverse India is formidable, as
it requires preparations for administra-
tion, infrastructure, resources, and sig-
nificant public awareness and education
about the UCC. Implementing the UCC

Government claims that the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC) will secure
equal property rights for women, ensur-
ing fair distribution of a deceased per-
son’s assets among the spouse, children,
and parents. Previously, only mothers
inherited the property.Both parties need
to give grounds for divorce. Some com-
munities, like Muslims, are apprehen-
sive that a UCC could undermine this
and the protections that the Constitution
has provided. Implementing a UCC due
to concerns about losing their cultural
identity or traditional practices is a key
fear. It will be prudent to address the
complexities of the implementation
before pushing it through, mainly to
avoid law and order agitations at the
ground level.There are already demon-
strations against the Waqf Bill, and the
intention to implement the UCC will
only add to the unrest. Therefore, a bal-
anced approach, ensuring the rights of
all communities, is the only way for-
ward apart from mobilising a political
CONsensus.
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In what could be considered a catastrophic outcome
for a Telugu software engineer in the United States,
he has been sentenced to 14 years in prison for a
H1B Visa fraud. Here is a look into his story, and
this could potentially serve as a worthy lesson for
every Indian software engineer out there.Kishore
Dattapuram, a 55-year-old Indian-origin tech entre-
preneur from Santa Clara, California, has been sen-
tenced to 14 months in federal prison for executing
a large-scale H-1B visa fraud scheme.As the co-
founder of Nanosemantics Inc., a tech staffing firm,
Dattapuram submitted numerous fraudulent H-1B
applications by falsely claiming that foreign workers
had legitimate job offers.This allowed his company
to create a bench of visa-ready workers who could
be quickly placed at client companies, giving them
an unfair edge in the competitive Bay Area tech mar-
ket.In addition to prison time, Dattapuram will serve
three years of supervised release, pay a $7,500 fine,
and a $1,100 special assessment. The case, which
began with a 2019 indictment, also involved two
Indian-origin co-defendants Kumar Aswapathi (55)
and Santosh Giri (48).All three pleaded guilty in
November to one count of conspiracy to commit
visa fraud and ten counts of visa fraud. The sentenc-
ing reflects the U.S. government’s firm stance
against visa fraud and the exploitation of immigra-
tion systems for business gain.This is a pretty signif-
icant development regarding the H1B visa fraud, and
this could be serving as a strong lesson for the aspi-
rants out there.

N e o e S Tl

The warning situation between India and
Pakistan has become a topic of conflict after the
Pahalgam incident where a terrorism attack
claimed the lives of 27 individuals. All 27 of
these victims happened to be Indian natives and
all of them are civilians.Incidentally, this prevail-
ing situation could mean that the travel from
India to United States could get that much
tougher.When tensions rise between India and
Pakistan, especially during military conflicts,
Pakistan often closes parts of its airspace for
safety reasons. This directly affects international
flights, including those between India and the
United States.Many flights from India to the
U.S., especially from northern cities like Delhi,
usually take the shortest path that passes through
Pakistani airspace. If that route is blocked, air-
lines have to take longer paths, flying south over
the Arabian Sea or detouring through Central
Asia. This can add one to two hours to the jour-
ney.The longer routes mean more fuel is used,
increasing costs for airlines. These costs may be
passed on to passengers through higher fares.
Flights may also face delays or even cancella-
tions during periods of high tension.Such disrup-
tions don’t just affect passengers; they also
impact cargo flights and international travel
schedules. In short, conflicts involving Pakistan
create a ripple effect across the skies, making
travel between India and America more expen-
sive, time-consuming, and unpredictable.In a
way, this prevailing situation is going to largely
change the logistical meters pertaining to the
travel, for the above mentioned reasons.
n

Amaraal

It is unknown fact that
Amaravati is being seen as the
lifeline project of Andhra
Pradesh as this is the capital
region that is expected to
enhance the social economic
situation of the state. On that

note, chief minister, Chandra| . ..

babu Naidu met with Prime
Minister Modi today to dis-

cuss the Amaravati Projecti"‘

.Chandrababu met with Prime
Minister Modi today and stat-
ed “The construction for our
Praja Rajadhani will resume
soon, renewing hope and
marking a historic milestone
In our state's journey to a pros-
perous future.Today, on behalf
of the people of Andhra
Pradesh, | extended a warm
invitation to Hon’ble PM
Modi Ji to join us in
Amaravati to commemorate

\il
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Chandra Babu stated

this special moment and inau-
gurate a fresh chapter of
development.The Hon'ble PM
also shared his visionary sug-
gestions for our capital city,
and we will implement them
to build a world-class capital.
During the meeting, | also
apprised him of the key devel-
opment projects in Andhra
Pradesh and thanked him for
the Union Government's con-
tinued support.” He added.

context, the supreme
court’s new ruling on
the kind of content
Jthat is being seen on
OTT is leading to new

ook into the story that
s pertaining to the

For a long time now, there have been
several discretions and theories
about the kind of content that is
being cooked up on OTT. The rela-
tive content preference choices and
the absurdity and nudity that is being
displayed in the OTT content has
become a topic of discussion.In this

A

Nandamuri Balakrishna is one of
the most enigmatic personalities
in South Indian cinema, and he

has the tenacity to grab the atten-

tion on social media with his
peculiar action. Coming to the
topic now, Balakrishna has been
conferred with the mighty presti-
gious Padma Bhushan award by
the government of India.The
government had already com-
municated that Nanda muri
Balakrishna is going to be af

recipient of the prestigious
Padma Bhushan award, which is
the third highest civilian award
.Coming to the topic now, it is estab-
lished that Balakrishna was con-
ferred with this physical award by
the President of India Droupadi
Murmu in New Delhi today.

ontent on OTT.The
Supreme Court of
ndia has sought a
esponse from the
Central Government regarding the
rise of obscene content on OTT plat-
forms and social media.A bench led
by Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud
expressed serious concern over the
easy accessibility of vulgar material
online, particularly affecting young

audiences. The court was hearing a
1 1

Balakrishna and few others,

including Tamil superstar, Ajith
Kumar received this award from the
President a few minutes back, and
this visual is now going viral on
social media.Back in the day, not too
long ago, Balakrishna was not main-

that the Amaravati
Project will be the life-
line for Andhra
Pradesh in the days to
follow. It is further
communicated that this

: '%‘relaunch project is

going to be held on
May 2, and it will be
_ Tattended by Prime
Mlnlster Modi himself.Has
been officially announced
through the protocol that
Prime Minister Modi will be
visiting Andhra Pradesh on
May 2, and he will be taking
bath in the Amaravati 2.0
Project re launch
ceremony.This is going to be
one of the most crucial politi-
cal development in Andhra
Pradesh politics in recent
times.

CourtSa

Public Interest Litigation seeking
stricter regulations on digital con-
tent. The petitioner argued that while
the government has introduced cer-
tain IT Rules, their enforcement
remains weak, allowing inappropri-
ate material to flourish unche
cked.The court emphasized the need
for better mechanisms to monitor
and control such content and has
directed the Centre to file a detailed
affidavit on the matter. The case
highlights growing worries over the
negative impact of unregulated
online content on society, and
stronger action may soon be consid-
ered to ensure safer digital spaces.It
has to be seen what is going to be the
counter in this case as this could
being substantial change in the
method of operations.

taining a very positive public
image and his films also
weren’t of optimal quality.

plete turnaround in the imag-
ing and public perception of
Balakrishna in recent times,

thanks to his persistent
works.The good work done
by Balayya through

Basavatarakam Hospital and
i@ his remarkable achievement
AW from the Hindupur con-

thyl stituency where he completed
a hattrick of victories, fol-
lowed by his good filmography in
recent years have changed his
image. This is going to get elevated
that much further through the pres-
entation of the Padma Bhushan
award today.
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