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PM Modi Meets Bangladesh's Chief Adviser Yunus In Bangkok
Prime Minister Narendra Modi met
Bangladesh's Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus in Bangkok on
Friday, their first meeting since the
ouster of prime minister Sheikh
Hasina in August last year.The two
leaders met on the sidelines of the
Summit meeting of the leaders of
the Bay of Bengal Initiative for
Multi-Sectoral and Technical
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) group-
ing.PM Modi Meets Bangladesh s
Chief Adviser Yunus In
BangkokExternal Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar and National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval were also pres-
ent during the meeting.Bangladesh is
the incoming chair of the BIMSTEC
grouping.Since the interim government
headed by Yunus stepped in following
the ouster of Hasina in August 2024, the

ties between India and Bangladesh have
seen a slump amid Delhi's concerns
over the violence targeting Hindus and
a rise of hardline Islamist forces
there.During his visit to China last

week, Yunus urged Beijing
to extend its economic
influence to Bangladesh,
controversially mentioning
that India's northeastern
states being landlocked
could prove to be an
opportunity.Yunus said the
seven northeastern states
of India are a landlocked
region and have no way to
reach out to the
ocean.Calling Bangladesh
the "only guardian of the
ocean" in the region, he
said this could be a huge

opportunity and could be an extension
of the Chinese economy.The remarks
didn't go down well in India and
Bangladesh officials have issued clarifi-
cation on Yunus' statement.

Parliament's Nod To Waqf Bill 'Watershed Moment': PM Modi
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday hailed the passage of the
Waqf (Amendment) Bill in
Parliament as a "watershed
moment" in the country's collective
quest for socio-economic justice,
transparency and inclusive growth.
He said this will particularly help
those who have long remained on
the margins, thus being denied both
voice and opportunity.In posts on X,
he said the Waqf system for decades
was synonymous with lack of trans-
parency and accountability, especial-
ly harming the interests of Muslim
women, poor Muslims and
Pasmanda Muslims.He said, "The
passage of the Waqf (Amendment)
Bill and the Mussalman Wakf
(Repeal) Bill by both Houses of
Parliament marks a watershed
moment in our collective quest for
socio-economic justice, transparen-
cy and inclusive growth."He added

that the legislations
passed by Parliament will
boost transparency and
also safeguard people’s
rights. PM Modi said
India will now enter an
era where the framework
will be more modern and
sensitive to social jus-
tice.He said, "On a larger
note, we remain commit-
ted to prioritising the dig-
nity of every citizen. This
is also how we build a
stronger, more inclusive
and more compassionate
India."The prime minister thanked
all the members of Parliament who
participated in the parliamentary and
committee discussions, voiced their
perspectives and contributed to the
strengthening of these legislations.
He offered special thanks to the
countless people who sent their

valuable inputs to the Parliamentary
committee. He said, "Yet again, the
importance of extensive debate and
dialogue has been reaffirmed."The
Rajya Sabha passed the Bill last
night, a day after the Lok Sabha had
given the contentious draft law,
opposed strongly by a united oppo-
sition, its approval.

Piyush Goyal’s Remark on Startups Sparks Buzz, Zepto CEO Claps Back With Data
Nobody wants to be reduced to a job
title-especially not when you've built
something from scratch, navigated
chaos, and created real-world impact.
So when Union Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal asked, "Should we
aspire to be, or are we going to be
happy being delivery boys and
girls?"-India's startup ecosystem did-
n't take it lightly.The remark, made
during his address at Startup
Mahakumbh 2025 in New Delhi, was
a comparison between Indian and
Chinese startups. But its tone struck
many as dismissive-especially those
who've been building companies from
the ground up.One of the strongest
responses came from Zepto co-founder
and CEO Aadit Palicha, who took to X
(formerly Twitter) with a pointed, data-
packed rebuttal.Palicha highlighted that
in just 3.5 years, Zepto has created
nearly 1.5 lakh jobs, contributes over
?1,000 crore in taxes annually, and has
attracted more than $1 billion in FDI.
"There are almost 1.5 lakh real people
earning livelihoods on Zepto today - a
company that didn't exist 3.5 years

ago," he wrote.He didn't stop there.
Palicha called Zepto a case study in
Indian innovation, arguing that con-
sumer internet startups are not just
delivery apps - they are infrastructure
builders. "If this isn't a miracle in Indian
innovation, I don't know what is," he
added.Palicha also touched on India's
lack of foundational AI models and
deep-tech breakthroughs, attributing it
to the absence of large-scale internet
companies. "Most of the tech revolu-
tions-from cloud to AI-have been driv-
en by consumer internet giants like
Amazon, Google, and Tencent. These

companies had the data, capital,
and talent to drive innovation," he
explai ned.According to him, dis-
missing Indian startups for focus-
ing on logistics and delivery
ignores the long-term value they
are building. "We need to build
great local champions first-only
then can we hope to compete in
deeper tech spaces," he said, urg-
ing both the government and
investors to support, not under-

mine, homegrown efforts.  Palicha
was clear-eyed about where Zepto
stands. "We're not yet a great internet
company-but we're working hard to
become one," he admitted. He's com-
mitted to spending the coming decades
driving economic dynamism in India,
noting that the country has the talent
and capital-it just needs
"execution.""What are India's startups
of today? Food delivery apps that turn
unemployed youth into cheap labour so
the rich can get meals without leaving
their homes. We're proud of what India
has achieved, but are we the best yet?
Not yet."

Rajya Sabha Confirms Imposition
Of President's Rule In Manipur

The Rajya Sabha early Friday adopted a Statutory
Resolution confirming the imposition of President's
Rule in strife-torn Manipur with members across
party lines supporting the decision. Even though
opposition members slammed the Centre for its fail-
ure to restore law and order in the state and control
violence, the government said it was making all
efforts to bring normalcy in the state, asserting that
its policy was not to impose President's Rule in
states.Speaking at the end of the discussion on the
resolution, Union Home Minister Amit Shah said a
meeting between the two communities from Manipur
is likely to take place in the national capital
soon.Shah informed the House that two meetings
between the communities had already taken place in
Manipur while the House was in session. "...We are
investing our efforts to bring peace back in Manipur.
Thirteen meetings have happened. We brought up the
subject late as meetings were going on. The next
meeting is in the offing and the issue will see its res-
olution soon," the minister said. "The path to com-
munication is open... We don't use this for political
mileage," Shah added.He accused the Congress and
other parties of trying to spread misinformation as
there was "zero violence" in Manipur.The minister
claimed that on February 11, the Manipur chief min-
ister had resigned and as the news broke, the
Congress brought a no-confidence against him even
though it did not have the numbers. "I want to set the
record straight. There was no no-confidence motion
against the Manipur government. The Congress did
not have the required numbers. They were not in a
position to bring a no-confidence motion and the
chief minister of Manipur had resigned," Shah said.
He said after the resignation of former chief minister
N Biren Singh, no other party, including the
Congress which has five MLAs, staked claim and
President's Rule was imposed.Though he admitted
that 260 lives were lost in Manipur in the ethnic
strife, he said the majority of people were killed in
the first week of violence. He said talks were on with
both, Meitei and Kuki, communities for a peaceful
solution. Shah also attacked the opposition for
"politicising" the violence and said similar incidents
took place in the state during the Congress regime,
when no prime minister visited the state Seven years
ago, he said, a 225-day curfew was imposed in
Manipur. Even in those days of the Congress regime,
no prime minister visited Manipur, he claimed.
Referring to his "Communist friends" objection to
the prime minister not visiting the state, Shah said, "I
don't understand what is the problem. Are they trying
to safeguard Naxalism or violence in Manipur." Shah
said they should be competent enough to differentiate
between ethnic strife in Manipur and the problem of
Naxalism. These problems are not the same, they are
different, he asserted.The home minister accused the
TMC of following "dual standards," claiming that
250 lives were lost in the post-poll violence in West
Bengal alone and the state took no action in the
Sandeshkhali and RG Kar Hospital incidents."We are
not supporting any gender crime happening in
Manipur. We will deal with that. You could not deal
with what was happening in West Bengal," he said.
Shah said the northeast has a history of ethnic strug-
gle, but the BJP never "politicised" it. In 1993, he
said, the Naga-Kuki strife broke out and continued
till 1998, claiming 750 lives. But, the then PM did
not visit the region, he claimed. Shah said such strug-
gles take time to cool off and many a time five years
have taken for normalcy to return.Earlier, initiating
the discussion on a statutory resolution on the impo-
sition of President's Rule in Manipur, Leader of
Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge asked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to visit strife-torn Manipur at the ear-
liest to restore order. Kharge said the Modi govern-
ment failed to govern the northeastern state despite
having a majority there."For nearly two years,
Manipur has been burning and the government has
totally failed in stopping the violence," he said. He
alleged that the BJP's "double-engine" government
promised stability, but instead, delivered "bloodshed,
division, and economic collapse" to the state. "I
would urge the prime minister to visit Manipur, meet
the affected people resolve their issues and set right
the law and order situation there," he said.The
Congress leader also demanded a thorough inquiry
into the violence in Manipur and also a white paper
tabled in the Parliament on the matter.
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Prakash Raj Fires on Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan: Why and When?
It is already known that actor and
politician Prakash Raj has his
own way when it comes to
expressing his political opinions,
and he has the tenacity to make
his expressions heard without any
filter. He did the same thing
against the deputy chief minister
of Andhra Pradesh, Pawan
Kalyan, and here is looking into
the story.Prakash Raj openly
commented that it makes him
uncomfortable to even think that
Pawan Kalyan is the deputy chief
minister of Andhra Pradesh.Prakash
Raju commented that Pawan Kalyan
does not have any sort of understand-
ing of the social situations and all he
does is where make up and carry

Sanatan Dharma, look for his poltical
mileage.While interacting with a
national media channel, yesterday,
Prakash Raja stated that Kalyan has
other important responsibilities like
unemployment, bad roads, and other

social issues to contend
with.“While all of Andhra
Pradesh is struggling with so
many problems at a social
and fundamental level, what
is the need for this Pawan
Kalyan to speak about irrele-
vant topics? This comes from
his primary lack of under-
standing on social public pol-
icy making. It is a waste of
time to even speak on this
matter” Prakash Raj said.The

veteran actor and politician who
himself had contested from
Bengaluru Parliament constituency in
last years, election stated that Kalyan
is wasting his own time with such
incompetent actions.

Kanche Gachibowli Issue: Supreme Court Fires on CS

The Telangana government took up a
controversial project in the form of the
forest of the Kanche Gachibowli area in
Hyderabad. This deforestation drive is
to clear out the forest area in the

Hyderabad, the central uni-
versity premises and facil-
itate urbanisation projects
here.However, the defor-
estation drive was met
with intense criticism and
backlash from the com-
mon public, and the matter
has now reached the
Supreme Court of India for
further investig ation.The
Supreme Court called the
case for investigation
today and passed a series

of interesting orders.“We direct the
respondent, Chief Secretary of the state
of Telangana, to answer to the following
queries:
1. What was the compelling urgency to

undertake the developmental activities,
including the removal of trees from the
alleged forest area?
2. As to whether for such development
activities the state has opted the environ-
mental impact assessment certificate.
3. As to whether for felling of tress req-
uisite permission from the appropriate
authorities or under any other local
statutes has been opted or not?” The
statement from the Supreme Court on
this matter, read a short while back.
The Supreme Court further added that a
dedicated officer will be put on the duty
and he will have to report the degree of
the deforestation and damage done by
April 16. This was one of the key judge-
ments made by the Supreme Court
today.

An elaborate 8 hours surgery for Kodali Nani: What Next?
YSR Congress firebrand leader and for-
mer civil supplies minister of Andhra
Pradesh, Kodali Sri Venkateswara Rao,
who is widely popular as Kodali Nani is
currently in Mumbai undergoing med-
ical supervision. After he suffered a
heart attack last week, he was rushed to
the AIG Hospital in Hyderabad. It was
further diagnosed that he needs bypass
surgery, and that is why he was shifted
to Mumbai.As per the latest reports,
Kodali Nani is going to be undergoing
an open heart bypass surgery under the
supervision of one of India’s finest Heart
surgeons - Ramakant Panda.This is
going to be an elaborate surgery process
as Nani is reportedly diagnosed with

three block edges in three valves.
Essentially, speaking three out of his
four heart valves are blocked. He needs
an extreme case of intense surgery and
this is going to be an elaborate

project.The surgery will reportedly
be happening today, and it will go
on for eight hours unless there are
any other complications that are to
be dealt with in adequate
manner.Fans and followers are
praying for the well-being of
Kodali Nani, who happens to be
one of the most followed politicians
in Andhra Pradesh politics. He has a
strong connection with the people
of Gudivada as well.Meanwhile, it

is being reported that YSR Congress,
president and former chief minister of
Andhra Pradesh. Jagan is also actively
enquiring about the health and well-
being of Nani.

Trump 2.0: 26% Tariff, AI To Deport Students, Alarms Ringing?
The new president of United States,
Donald Trump is creating a very adverse
atmosphere for the Indian residence in the
country. After having imposed restrictions
and 26% tariff on international trade in
India. The Trump administration is now
reportedly using artificial intelligence to
deport international students.Notably, U.S.
President Donald Trump recently
announced a 26% tariff on Indian imports
as part of his broader trade policies, which
also include a 10% tariff on all imports

starting April 5. He claims this move is
necessary to counter what he calls unfair
trade practices by India, including high
tariffs on American goods and alleged cur-
rency manipulation. The decision has
already caused economic ripples, with the
Indian rupee weakening in global mar-
kets.At the same time, Trump’s adminis-
tration is reportedly planning to use artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) to help deport illegal
immigrants, including many from India.
AI-driven systems, such as surveillance

cameras and facial recogni-
tion, are expected to speed
up deportation processes,
potentially bypassing tra-
ditional legal checks. This
has raised concerns among
experts about privacy,
accuracy, and the possibil-
ity of wrongful deporta-
tions. India’s government
has yet to officially respond, but econo-
mists warn that these tariffs could impact

trade relations between
the two countries.
Meanwhile, civil rights
groups in the U.S. are
pushing back against AI-
driven deportation, argu-
ing that it could lead to
human rights violations.
As tensions rise, both
economic and immigra-

tion policies under Trump’s leadership are
drawing global attention.

H-1B Visa: Changes in
Demand and Selection

The H-1B visa, vital for U.S. companies in
sourcing skilled professionals from abroad,
particularly benefits sectors like technology,
healthcare, and education. Its demand has led to
the implementation of a lottery system by the
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS) to manage the selection of candidates
fairly. Notably, there has been a decline in the
number of H-1B registrations, with figures
falling from 758,994 in FY 2024 to 442,000 for
FY 2026, marking a significant drop in interest
or availability for this route.In a bid to stream-
line the H-1B visa lottery process and make it
more equitable, USCIS introduced a benefici-
ary-centric system, ensuring that each candi-
date is entered into the lottery only once. This
move has notably increased the chances of
selection to 40%, up from the previous 30%.
Additionally, to manage operational costs and
dissuade frivolous applications, there's been a
considerable hike in the registration fee for H-
1B visas, from a mere $10 to $215.Starting
from April 1, 2025, employers whose candi-
dates have been picked in the lottery have a 90-
day time frame to submit their petitions. This
structured timeline underscores the importance
of preparedness among companies seeking to
hire foreign talent. The fluctuation in the denial
rates of H-1B petitions over the years reflects
the changing landscape of immigration poli-
cies, with a noted increase in rejections in 2018
due to stricter regulations. However, by 2024, a
decline in denial rates was observed, especially
among large corporations equipped with robust
legal teams.The dominance of the technology
and science fields in the H-1B approval rates
underscores the critical role this visa plays in
filling specialized positions within these indus-
tries. Following closely are the education and
healthcare sectors, further highlighting the H-
1B program's contribution to addressing talent
shortages across critical areas of the U.S. econ-
omy.To sum up, the H-1B visa program contin-
ues to be a cornerstone for U.S. employers in
attracting top-tier talent from around the globe,
despite recent adjustments in registration num-
bers, fees, and selection processes. Its enduring
significance across tech, healthcare, and educa-
tion sectors showcases its role in bolstering the
U.S. workforce with skilled professionals.
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