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The unfinished journey of India–China relations
From the optimism of Panchsheel to the
shadows of the 1962 war, the story of the
Dragon and the Elephant is one of trust
gained and lost, of cooperation in multilat-
eral arenas, and of a shared yet often con-
flicting vision for Asia’s futureThe rela-
tionship between India and China, two of
the oldest civilisations in the world, has
been a saga marked by both shared history
and contentious moments. As the two
nations now celebrate the Platinum Jubilee
of their diplomatic ties, the journey of their
complex relationship reveals a fascinating
story of aspirations, trust, mistrust, and
evolving geopolitical realities.When India
and China first established diplomatic ties
in 1950, it was a moment of promise. India
was the first non-socialist country to for-
mally recognise the People’s Republic of
China (PRC) following its establishment
after a bloody civil war. India, under the
leadership of Jawaharlal Nehru, was
focused on promoting a vision of peaceful
coexistence and non-alignment during the
Cold War. Nehru saw a future where the
two Asian giants could cooperate to
achieve regional peace and stability. This
vision was encapsulated in the Panchsheel
Agreement signed in 1954, based on five
guiding principles: respect for territorial
integrity, mutual non-aggression, non-
interference in each other’s internal affairs,
equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful
coexistence.The relationship, however,
was fraught with challenges from the start.
China’s refusal to honour the McMahon
Line, which demarcated the border
between Tibet and India, and its invasion
of Tibet in 1950, created early tensions.
India, under Nehru’s leadership, viewed
China’s expansionist ambitions with
increasing suspicion.The fact that India
offered sanctuary to the Dalai Lama,
Tibet’s spiritual leader, following an upris-
ing in Tibet in 1959, was seen by China as
a direct affront to its sovereignty. Beijing
accused India of meddling in its internal
affairs, especially over the Tibet issue, and
the relationship began to sour.Nehru, ever
the optimist, sought to engage with China
diplomatically. He believed that forging
closer ties would help India address its
security concerns and create a stable,
peaceful environment in Asia.However,
the signing of the Panchsheel Agreement
in 1954 did not resolve the underlying
issues. By the early 1960s, border skir-
mishes between Indian and Chinese forces
were becoming increasingly frequent.The
situation escalated in 1962, leading to the

war that India would later describe as a
crushing defeat. In just a matter of weeks,
India lost over 3,000 soldiers and territory
in Aksai Chin — an area China had
already occupied by the time of the con-
flict. The defeat left deep scars in the
Indian psyche and marked the lowest point
in India–China relations. Over the years,
both nations struggled to reconcile their
differences. In the aftermath of the 1962
war, the relationship remained largely
antagonistic for decades, with distrust
growing over time. Even as the world
around them shifted dramatically, with the
Cold War coming to an end, the rise of
globalisation, and China’s economic liber-
alisation — India and China found them-
selves caught in the crosscurrents of glob-
al politics. China’s increasing engagement
with the West, especially the United States,
was viewed with suspicion in India, espe-
cially as India cultivated deeper ties with
the US in the 21st century. The early opti-
mism of Panchsheel began to fade as both
countries realised that their interests in
Asia and on the global stage — were often
at odds.In the 1980s, Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi’s visit to China in 1988 marked a
thaw in bilateral relations. China’s eco-
nomic reforms under Deng Xiaoping were
yielding positive results, and India, too,
was opening up its economy. Gandhi, in
his visit to China, reaffirmed India’s stance
on territorial integrity, especially over dis-
puted areas like Aksai Chin.Despite the
thaw, however, the spectre of the 1962 war
continued to hover over the relationship,
and issues such as the status of Tibet, the
Dalai Lama, and China’s growing influ-
ence in Asia remained unresolved. In the
years that followed, both countries began
to recognise the importance of cooperating
in global forums. The rise of BRICS
(Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South
Africa) in the 2000s highlighted the grow-
ing significance of emerging economies on
the global stage. Yet, even as China and
India engaged in multilateral settings like
BRICS and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO), their bilateral ties
were continually tested.For China, the
SCO provided a platform to assert its lead-
ership in Central Asia and, by extension,
its influence over the Global South. For
India, the organisation offered a way to
engage with its neighbour while simulta-
neously countering China’s growing
assertiveness in the region. The SCO,
however, could never completely shield
the two nations from the larger geopoliti-

cal currents that often drove them apart.As
China’s economic power and military
capabilities grew, India’s strategic posi-
tioning within the global order became
more important. China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) presented both opportuni-
ties and challenges for India. While China
promised infrastructure investment across
the developing world, including in South
Asia, India expressed concerns over the
so-called “debt-trap diplomacy” that came
with these investments.India feared that
Chinese loans to smaller countries could
lead to unsustainable debt burdens, even-
tually giving China undue political lever-
age. India’s concerns were particularly
acute in Sri Lanka, Pakistan, and other
neighbouring countries, where Chinese
investments were seen as part of a broader
strategic move to establish Chinese domi-
nance in South Asia.The issue of the Dalai
Lama continues to be a thorn in the side of
Sino–Indian relations. For India, offering
sanctuary to the Dalai Lama has been a
symbol of its support for the Tibetan
cause. For China, however, the Dalai
Lama remains a figure of contention —
seen as a challenge to its sovereignty over
Tibet.In recent years, as India has taken a
stronger stance on human rights and has
deepened its strategic ties with the West,
China has become increasingly critical of
India’s stance on Tibet and other
issues.India’s rising ties with the US have
further complicated its relationship with
China. The two countries’ growing strate-
gic partnership — especially in the context
of the Indo–Pacific — has led to increas-
ing tensions between Beijing and New
Delhi. China’s growing assertiveness in
the South China Sea, its Belt and Road
Initiative, and its growing military pres-
ence have placed India in a difficult posi-
tion.Despite attempts at dialogue, there is
an undeniable tension between India’s
desire for a more secure and independent
global role and China’s pursuit of regional
and global dominance.In the past two

decades, both India and China have had to
grapple with the geopolitical realities of an
interconnected world. India’s participation
in BRICS and the SCO, its deepening ties
with the US, and its increasingly assertive
stance in regional and global politics have
put it at odds with China’s ambitions.
Meanwhile, China’s global footprint has
only expanded, further complicating bilat-
eral ties.The Dragon and the Elephant,
once bound by common aspirations of
peace and prosperity, now find themselves
facing a more competitive and uncertain
future. As the two countries celebrate the
Platinum Jubilee of their diplomatic ties,
the relationship between India and China
remains as complex as ever.While cooper-
ation in multilateral forums like BRICS
and SCO continues, unresolved issues,
mincluding border disputes, the Tibet
question, and the growing competition for
global influence — continue to challenge
the bilateral relationship.The journey of
the Dragon and the Elephant is far from
over, and it remains to be seen whether
these two great nations can navigate their
differences and work toward a future of
peaceful coexistence or if history will con-
tinue to repeat itself.Yet, the geopolitical
realities of the 21st century present an
opportunity for these two giants, often
described as the “Dragon” and the
“Elephant”, to transform their cooperation
into a force capable of reshaping global
power dynamics.As emerging economic
powers, India and China have the potential
to create a partnership that could challenge
existing global structures and bring about a
new era of economic collaboration, tech-
nological innovation, and global influ-
ence.The comparison to a “sleeping giant”
is fitting in this context: just as China’s rise
was once predicted to “shake the world”,
the cooperation between India and China
holds the potential to disrupt and transform
the global order.If both nations can over-
come their historical grievances and align
their interests, their combined influence in
global forums such as BRICS and the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
could lead to an era where their collective
strength could rival any other power
bloc.The future of their relationship, while
uncertain, offers a tantalising possibility: if
the Dragon and the Elephant truly cooper-
ate, they could shake the world in ways
that extend far beyond their regional bor-
ders — creating a new, more balanced
world order.

The Pamban Bridge is a powerful testament to the spirit of a new India
This is the New India we live in today — an
India that no longer apologises for its past, yet
is boldly committed to progress, innovation,
and forging meaningful connections with the
modern world. In a monumental step towards
engineering excellence and spiritual connec-
tivity, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugu-
rated the New Pamban Bridge in
Rameswaram on the auspicious occasion of
Ram Navami. This architectural marvel — the
first vertical lift sea bridge in India — not
only symbolises the seamless integration of
tradition and technology but also stands as a
proud testament to New India’s relentless pur-
suit of innovation.The New Pamban Bridge,
spanning 2.08 kilometres with 99 spans and a
central vertical lift span of 72.5 metres, is a
spectacular feat of modern engineering. With
an investment of over Rs 550 crore, this
bridge connects Rameswaram — an ancient

pilgrimage site — to the Indian mainland.The
vertical lift mechanism can raise the bridge
deck up to 17 metres, allowing the passage of
large ships. This capability positions India
among a select group of nations with such
advanced infrastructure. Equipped to handle
dual railway tracks and designed with a spe-
cial polysiloxane coating for long-term
resilience against the corrosive marine envi-
ronment, the New Pamban Bridge represents
a blend of robust functionality and future-
readiness.The original Pamban Bridge, built
in 1914 by British engineers, served as a life-
line for over a century. It was a cantilever
bridge featuring a Scherzer rolling lift mecha-
nism that allowed ships to pass. Over time,
marine corrosion and growing transportation
needs highlighted the need for a stronger,
smarter structure.In 2019, the Modi govern-
ment approved the construction of this

replacement, entrusting the project to Rail
Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL), a Navratna
PSU under the Ministry of Railways.Now,
the new structure stands not only as a replace-
ment but as a remarkable upgrade — one that
signals India’s emergence as a global player in
infrastructure development.Prime Minister
Modi’s inauguration of the New Pamban
Bridge, coupled with the flagging off of the
Rameswaram–Tambaram Express train,
reflects a broader national narrative — one
where development is deeply intertwined with
cultural and spiritual heritage.On Ram
Navami, as devotees across the country cele-
brated the birth of Lord Ram, the launch of
this bridge served as a symbolic gesture: unit-
ing devotion with dynamism, faith with func-
tionality.Under Prime Minister Modi’s leader-
ship, India has been ticking off one technical
milestone after another — be it the world’s

highest rail bridge in Jammu & Kashmir, the
Atal Tunnel in Himachal Pradesh, or the roll-
out of Vande Bharat trains.The New Pamban
Bridge joins this league of transformative
infrastructure, reaffirming the nation’s resolve
to modernise without losing touch with its
roots. The message is clear: New India is not
just building bridges of steel and concrete; it
is also building bridges of trust, tradition, and
transformation. With every project, it is
asserting its place on the global stage — not
by imitating the West, but by setting its own
benchmarks.As the sun rises over the sacred
shores of Rameswaram, the New Pamban
Bridge gleams not just as a symbol of connec-
tivity, but as a beacon of a nation on the move
— where devotion meets development, and
where the future is already under construc-
tion.
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A call for commitment in education
With quality in higher education intrinsi-
cally tied to a strong foundation laid at the
primary level, the real transformation lies
in empowering and inspiring teachers and
fostering ethical academic environments
The successful implementation of the New
Education Policy NEP – 2020 depends on
its total acceptance at every level. Most
important among them are the State gov-
ernments and then those implementing it at
the grassroots. The level of excellence and
quality in higher education organically
depends on the quality and excellence
achieved at the primary school level and
sustained up to the senior secondary level.
This is the simplest equation, obvious to
all those working in the arena. In educa-
tion, one could safely attribute the attain-
ment of excellence and innovations to the
teachers, and what happens between them
and the learner, at the professional level
and also at personal, emotional and empa-
thetic levels. It is the total commitment of
the individual teacher, right from the pri-
mary school to the highest levels, that
alone would make a positive difference in
an objective and purposeful implementa-
tion of the policy.It would be worthwhile
to recall an example of a nation that over-
came its destruction and humiliation
through serious attention to education,
beginning with school education. After
WWII, devastated, destroyed and humili-
ated, Japan began its reconstruction by pri-
oritising education in its primary schools
and respecting and supporting their teach-
ers. Maximum learning, brain develop-
ment, and the essence of growing up take
place there. If a child observes all along a
dedicated and committed work culture,
observes how much value is accorded to
the maximum utilisation of time, and finds
his teachers always full of inspired confi-
dence, proud of being the creators of the
future of the nation, could he ever forget
any one of these attributes when he takes
over the reins of some assignment as his
time approaches? In contrast to this, a
reluctant, unconcerned, lethargic approach
to the change in an educational institution

could indeed be injurious to all con-
cerned.Unfortunately, we in India suffer
from such an approach on a pretty wide
scale. This is supported by several other
factors. Some of the State governments are
opposing the NEP–2020; they have
declared their intention to have their own
policy of education. Technically, they may
do so, but will it serve the larger cause of
the nation, its progress and development?
Will it help the young, sensitive learners
with loads of dreams before them? The
NEP–2020 is an outcome of an unprece-
dented consultation in which everyone had
a chance to participate.The need to move
ahead as a single, integrated and cohesive
national unit is the only alternative in the
fast-changing world of education, which is
moving much beyond the mere knowledge
society or even a wisdom society! It is not
easy even to predict what would be the
shape of the academic scenario in the next
ten years! On one side, the ICTis pouring
in new potentialities that could transform
the learning opportunities and alternatives,
and greatly impact the nature of the age-
old teacher — taught relationship! On the
other, new concerns are developing
because of human migrations, and conse-
quent demographic, cultural and social
changes. It would necessarily impact edu-
cation, culture, and mother-tongue related
sensitivities, apart from those of religions
and faiths. The single-modal situations are
getting converted into multi-modal in sev-
eral nations, and that requires a fresh strat-
egy for handling it. These are not easy
propositions, as is made evident from
reports emerging from several countries

that had earlier experience only of a single
language, monolithic culture and one reli-
gion! India is lucky in this respect, but it is
creating issues that could seriously impede
even the much-needed implementation of
a dynamic education policy. It is beautiful-
ly expressed by Robert Carneiro: “Indeed,
we are witnessing the emergence of a new
breed of culture: that developed by Homo
connectus or colleagatus — a culture of
online networking made possible by the
immediacy of modern information and
communication technologies. It is impor-
tant to note that the initial stages of con-
nectivity are directly linked to the needs of
Homo economicus, increasing his mastery
of the world.”Let it also be realised that
new knowledge being discovered and cre-
ated is mostly for development, growth
and progress. Mostly, it focuses on bring-
ing the best out of the mind only, com-
pletely ignoring the ‘Heart’, out of the syn-
ergy of the trio that Gandhi had proposed
much earlier: bring the best out of ‘Head,
Hand and Heart’! India just cannot ignore
the other two, because of its specific
needs. Actual priorities could be readjust-
ed depending on the emerging scenario.
The majority of the young persons in India
aspire to get a job after completing their
education. They are neither trained in ade-
quate skills nor transformed in attitude to
consider the power of ideas and imagina-
tion they are blessed with, along with the
skills of creativity and inherent human
curiosity! Another factor that deserves
serious deliberation was pointed out by
Albert Einstein around a century ago: “The
most important human endeavour is the
striving for morality in our actions. Our
inner balance and even our existence
depends on it.”This must become the
prime objectiveof NEP–2020, in its imple-
mentation. Too much technology and AI
could create more obstructions in this
sphere shortly. In other words, almost the
entire process of knowledge development
is for a cosmocratic society that is already
in a pretty well-established state, and
occupying increasingly larger space for

itself. Needless to reiterate, the social, cul-
tural, economic, linguistic and religious
factors shall always make their presence
felt — but sadly enough, handling these
would gradually become more and more
complex, if sensible and sensitive actions
are not properly initiated well in time and
with sincere and ethical considerations.
The implementation of the NEP–2020
shall have to remain alert to such develop-
ing situations. Academic autonomy is
often the subject of certain actual and pre-
sumed intrusions that academics do not
necessarily relish. It is ultimately the
responsibility of universities, colleges and
other institutions to decide how they will
implement the policy, and harmonise with
the indications given to them by central
and State agencies. The professional cred-
ibility of every institution is determined by
the academic stature and professional con-
tributions of its academic faculty.Faculty
members need to remember that no profes-
sion diminishes in public esteem and cred-
ibility due to external factors — it is
always internal factors that matter, and the
most significant is the moral and ethical
component, as has been proved in numer-
ous instances. The quality of the academic
contributions, the new knowledge generat-
ed, and the new applications suggested
make a very positive difference in restor-
ing it! Maintaining high professional stan-
dards requires a serious commitment to
both the profession, values and the learn-
ers.Education policies have to be dynamic
— more dynamic than in the past. In the
future, changes will occur more frequently
than in the past.The most significant con-
sequence of this will be the increasing
acceptance of professional responsibility
by academics. Regardless of the level at
which they impart knowledge, create
knowledge, and acquire new knowledge, it
is their personal as well as institutional
confidence that ‘we are the creators of
future generations and builders of new
India’ that would make all the difference.
Aim at perfection, excellence will certain-
ly follow and become visible.

India and Sri Lanka: Coping with shared myths and divided realities
Revered in Sri Lanka as a wise and noble
king, Ravana’s dual identity reflects a
broader narrative of cultural divergence,
geopolitical entanglement, and historical
amnesia between two nations whose fates
remain intricately intertwined Ravan
Mandir in Uttar Pradesh, as I observed
during my recent visit, a temple claiming
to mark the birth place of Ravana, the cen-
tral character in the Ramayana — remains
largely forgotten, drawing little attention
from the masses. Situated in an area char-
acterised by extreme poverty and sur-
rounded by the harsh realities of modern
Indian inequality — despite India’s pro-
jected rise as the third-largest global econ-
omy by 2030 — the temple’s isolation
reflects the broader disconnection between
India and Sri Lanka.While Ravana is
demonised across India during the annual
Dussehra festival, where effigies of the
Lankan king are burnt in a symbolic ritual
of good triumphing over evil, Sri Lanka
holds him in high regard, revering him as a
heroic, spiritual leader and a legitimate

ruler of ancient Lanka. This contrasting
portrayal of Ravana, as a villain in India
andas a revered leader in Sri Lanka —
highlights the profound contradictions at
the heart of Indo–Sri Lankan relations,
which remain largely absent from main-
stream discourse.This intertwined relation-
ship — rooted in myth and cultural her-
itage but shaped by geopolitics, has been
marked by moments of unity and tension.
There have been times when the two
nations worked together, fought side by
side, and supported each other uncondi-
tionally. During Swami Vivekananda’s
visit to the US, with a stopover in
Colombo, his companion Anagarika
Dharmapala generously offered some of
his speaking time to Vivekananda, who
had not been included on the speakers’
list.This is how Vivekananda’s iconic
speech at the 1893 Parliament of the
World’s Religions in Chicago, beginning
with “Sisters and Brothers of America!”,
became one of history’s most renowned
orations. Later, Vivekananda played a

decisive role in the establishment of the
Maha Bodhi Society.Furthermore,
Mahatma Gandhi’s visit to Sri Lanka in
1927, during which he sought to rally sup-
port for India’s struggle against British
colonialism, saw Sri Lankans offering
both moral and financial support. Subhas
Chandra Bose also visited Sri Lanka dur-
ing World War II to garner support for the
Indian National Army and his fight for
Indian independence. Dr B.R. Ambedkar,
who converted to Buddhism in 1956, the
same year Sri Lanka veered towards
deceptive nationalist sentiments — visited

the island in 1954 to explore the
Buddhist social order. However, ten-
sions between India and Sri Lanka
resurfaced dramatically during the
1970s when India became embroiled
in Sri Lanka’s internal politics. As JN
Dixit explained in his Assignment
Colombo, “Inter-state relations are
not governed by the logic of morality.
They were and they remain an amoral
phenomenon.”India’s covert support
for Tamil insurgents in Sri Lanka

dates back to the 1970s, well before the
acknowledged intervention of the late
1980s. Declassified CIA documents reveal
that India provided clandestine aid to
Tamil extremist groups, driven by regional
ambitions and a desire to exert influence
over the Tamil population in Sri Lanka.
Dixit recounts a conversation with JR
Jayewardene’s wife, during which she
asked whether Rajiv Gandhi would ensure
the President’s safety and his continuation
in power if he faced the danger of being
overthrown.
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