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


  
                  
  
  


  
  

  
  

 
  
  
  

        
        

       

         
       







   
  
   
   
  
   

  
  
   


  
   
   
    
    
    
  

     
   
 



    
    
   
   
   
  
  
   
   

  
   

 
  
  
  
  
   
  

  
  
  

  


   
     
   

    

    
   
   




     
   


    
   


     

     
      
     

    
    
   
      
    

   
   
    
    
    
    
  

      

    




      
     
       
    

 
   

    

     
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











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


























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   


    

    


   
 
      
    

   

       
   

    
    
    

    
 
    

   
    
  
    

     


     


      

    
   
   

  
     
   
  



   
    

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
          
       
        
          
      






      


          
         
          



  
   


     
    
   
   
 

  
      


      
     

       





   
   
     
    

   
    


    
  
    
    
    
    
     
    



    
     
     
    
   
   
   

   
  
    
   
  
    
   
   

      


    
   

     
   
    
   
    
   

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
    
       
     

    
     
     
    


     
     

     
     
    
    





      
     
       



      


       

     
 
    
       
     
      
       





































 








 































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























 







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     
       
      
      
 


       


     

      
     
     
     
  





      
        


       

     


       

       


      




5 
1 THURSDAY MAY 2025



    
  
     
    
   
   
    
  
     
   
   
  
   
    

      
     
    
  
     
    
      
    
    


    

      
     

    
    
     
     
    
 


    
  
   
    
  

    
    
  
    

    
   
    
   

      
      
  

     
      
    
      






     

     
      
    
    

 
    

   

   
      
   
    
    

     
   
  
   


     
    
     
      
     
    

   
     
    
    
      

      
    
    
   
  

     

    
    
   

     

    

















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      

     

       

        

       
      
       
      
       
      

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Karnataka Beer Price Hike: All Brands
Affected, Here's How Much More You'll Pay
Karnataka Beer Price Hike:
Beer lovers in Karnataka will
soon have to shell out more,
with the state government
raising the tax on all types of
beer to 205% of the manufac-
turing cost - up from the earli-
er 195%. The draft rules also
include a 10% increase in the
Additional Excise Duty
(AED).As a result, prices of
premium and imported beers
could go up by around ?10 per
bottle, depending on produc-
tion costs. For regular and budget
brands, the hike is expected to be
under ?5 per bottle. The exact
increase will vary based on the
brand.Until now, Karnataka fol-
lowed a dual tax model, where

cheaper beer was taxed at a flat
?130 per litre, and other varieties
faced a percentage-based rate. This
system has now been replaced by a
uniform 205% tax for all beer
brands, regardless of category.The

government says this change
is intended to simplify the tax
structure. However, this is the
third time in three years that
beer taxes have gone up.In
July 2023, the Congress-led
government raised the AED
from 175% to 185%. Another
hike came into effect in
January 2025, increasing it
further to 195% or ?130 per
bulk litre, whichever was
higher.The base excise duty
was also revised earlier this

year. Instead of a flat rate, a tier-
based system was introduced based
on alcohol content - ?12 per litre
for beers with up to 5% alcohol by
volume (ABV), and ?20 for beers
with 5-8% ABV.

President Murmu Appoints Justice BR Gavai As Next Chief Justice Of India

President Droupadi Murmu on
Tuesday approved Justice Bhushan
Ramkrishna Gavai aka BR Gavai's
name to be next Chief Justice of
India (CJI). Justice BR Gavai take
CJI's oath on May 14, 2025. This
announcement was shared by
Union Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal on X, a social media
platform. Meghwal's post detailed
that, under the powers granted by
the Constitution of India, Justice
Gavai has been selected to lead the
Supreme Court of India starting

from mid-May
2025."In exercise of
the powers conferred
by the Constitution of
India is pleased to
appoint Shri Justice
Bhushan Ramkrishna
Gavai, Judge of the
Supreme Court of
India as the Chief
Justice of India with
effect from 14th May,
2025," stated Meghwal

in his social media update on April
29, 2025. This appointment marks
the beginning of Justice Gavai's
tenure as the 52nd Chief Justice of
India, succeeding CJI Sanjiv
Khanna.Justice Gavai will helm
the judiciary's highest office in
India for approximately six months
until his retirement on November
23, 2025. His short tenure as the
Chief Justice of India will be sig-
nificant, considering his extensive
legal background and the impact-
ful decisions he has been a part of

during his time at the Supreme
Court.Justice BR Gavai's legal
career is marked by a distin-
guished journey that began in
Amravati, where he was born on
November 24, 1960. He took up
the mantle of law by joining the
bar on March 16, 1985. Initially,
he practiced independently at the
Bombay High Court for three
years starting from 1987.
Subsequently, he focused his prac-
tice mainly at the Nagpur Bench of
the Bombay High Court after
1990. Here, he served in various
capacities including Standing
Counsel for several municipal cor-
porations and universities.On May
24, 2019, Justice Gavai's legal acu-
men led to his elevation as a Judge
of the Supreme Court of India.
Prior to this, he had been appoint-
ed as an Additional Judge of the
High Court on November 14,
2003, and was made a permanent
Judge of the Bombay High Court
on November 12, 2005.

Maharashtra’s EV Policy 2025: 100% Toll Waiver
On Expressways, Up To 15% Discount On Vehicles

In a major step towards promoting
green transport, the Maharashtra gov-
ernment has announced a complete toll
waiver for all four-wheeler electric pas-
senger vehicles and buses. As per a
mid-day report, this toll exemption will
apply on the Mumbai-Pune Expressway,
Atal Setu, and the Samruddhi
Mahamarg. Additionally, electric vehi-
cles will get a 50 per cent discount on
toll charges on other state and national
highways managed by the state's Public
Works Department (PWD).This decision
is part of the newly approved
Maharashtra Electric Vehicle Policy,
2025, which was cleared by the state
cabinet on Tuesday.To encourage more
people to buy and use electric vehicles

(EVs), the government has also exempt-
ed EVs sold and registered in the state
from motor vehicle tax and registration
or renewal fees. Buyers will receive
financial incentives, including discounts
on the purchase of new EVs until the
year 2030.According to a statement
from Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis'
office, those buying electric two-wheel-
ers, three-wheelers, and four-wheeler
non-transport vehicles, as well as elec-
tric buses, will get a 10 per cent dis-
count on the original price. In addition,
electric three-wheeler cargo vehicles,
transport four-wheelers, light cargo
vehicles, and even electric tractors and
combine harvesters will receive a 15 per
cent discount.CM Fadnavis said,

"Manufacturing and consumption will
get a boost due to this concession and
subsidies." He also announced that the
policy will stay in effect till 2030, and
the government has made a financial
provision of Rs 1,993 crore for the next
five years to support this initiative.To
solve the problem of EV charging, the
government has promised to set up
charging stations every 25 kilometres on
state and national highways. This move
aims to make long-distance travel by
electric vehicles more convenient and
reliable.The policy is expected to reduce
pollution, support the growth of the EV
industry, and help the state move
towards a cleaner and greener future.

Kupwara, Akhnoor Witness Fresh Firing as Pak Violates
Ceasefire For 5th Night; Indian Army Responds Firmly

For the fifth consecutive night, Pakistani forces engaged
in unprovoked small arms firing along the Line of Control
(LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir, targeting areas near
Kupwara, Baramulla, and Akhnoor. Indian Army officials
confirmed that their troops responded "in a measured and
effective manner" to the latest provocation.The incident
occurred during the night of April 28-29, further escalat-
ing tensions between the two nuclear-armed neighbours in
the aftermath of the devastating terror attack in Pahalgam,
which resulted in the deaths of 26 individuals, including a
Nepali national.Kupwara Akhnoor Witness Fresh Firing
as Pakistan Violates Ceasefire for Fifth Consecutive Day
Along LoC"During the night of 28-29 April 2025,
Pakistan's Army initiated unprovoked small arms fire
across the LoC opposite the Kupwara and Baramulla dis-
tricts, as well as the Akhnoor sector," the Indian Army
said in a statement. "Our forces responded proportionate-
ly and effectively."This marks the fifth straight night of
firing from Pakistan's side since Thursday, with no report-
ed casualties so far.In response to the Pahalgam massacre,
India last week announced strong diplomatic and strategic
measures against Pakistan. These included suspending the
long-standing Indus Waters Treaty, shutting down the
Attari border crossing, and expelling Pakistani military
officials posted in India.Pakistan, reacting to India's
actions, warned of withdrawing from all bilateral agree-
ments, including the Simla Agreement that underpins the
Line of Control's legitimacy.Meanwhile, at the United
Nations, India mounted a sharp diplomatic offensive
against Pakistan. Ambassador Yojna Patel, India's Deputy
Permanent Representative, cited a recent televised inter-
view in which Pakistan's Defence Minister, Khawaja Asif,
openly acknowledged Pakistan's history of supporting and
financing terrorist outfits.   Speaking during the launch of
the Victims of Terrorism Association Network (VOTAN)
at the UN, Patel stressed that Asif's confession was "no
surprise" to the international community and exposed
Pakistan as a "rogue state" responsible for fueling terror-
ism across the world.Highlighting Asif's remarks, Patel
said, "The global community can no longer afford to over-
look Pakistan's admitted involvement in training and sup-
porting terror groups."As the situation rem  ains tense,
calls for de-escalation have been issued by several global
powers, including the United States and China.

Delhi Police Files New Case Against Manish Sisodia,
Satyendra Jain In Rs 2,000 Crore Classroom Scam

The Anti-Corruption Branch (ACB) has lodged a case
against Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leaders and former Delhi
ministers Manish Sisodia and Satyendar Jain over alleged
corruption in the construction of classrooms in the nation-
al capital.The scam is pegged at around Rs 2,000 crore
related to the construction of 12,748 classrooms and asso-
ciated buildings when the AAP government ruled between
2015 and 2025."A massive scam to the tune of Rs. 2,000
crores was unearthed in the construction of 12,748 class-
rooms/buildings during the regime of AAP in Delhi.
Significant deviations and cost escalations were observed,
and not a single work was completed within the pre-
scribed period. Consultant and Architect appointed with-
out following due procedure, and cost escalations were
carried out through him. Case registered after receiving
permission u/s 17-A POC Act from the competent author-
ity," ANI quoted the Anti-Corruption Bureau's statement
in a tweet.The agency has said that the complaints were
filed by BJP Delhi Pradesh Spokesperson Harish
Khurana, MLA Kapil Mishra, Neelkanth Bakshi from
Media Relations Department, BJP. "12,748 school class-
rooms at an expenditure of Rs. 2,892 crore. The lump sum
cost for constructing one school room, as per the awarded
tenders, is approximately Rs. 24.86 lakh per room, where-
as such rooms could ordinarily be constructed in Delhi for
around Rs. 5 lakh per room," the Anti-Corruption Branch
added.
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Pakistani Minister Says Hindu Blood In
River: What Pawan Kalyan Replied?

It is known that Andhra
Pradesh deputy chief minis-
ter Pawan Kalyan has a very
strong mindset when it
comes to nationalist expres-
sions. He had always been
advocating for nationalism
and the desire to do some-
thing for the country at his
own capacity. This got alle-
viated further in view of the
ongoing conflict between
India and Pakistan.Pakistani
ministers and public repre-
sentatives are known for
their tall statements while
they obviously lack in action and
military grade moment. This was
seen recently in the case of for-
mer Pakistani MP Bilawal Bhutto
who said either Sindh water or
the blood of Hindus will flow in
the Indus River.This was a deeply
regressive and provocative state-

ment from the Pakistani public
representative and this was
brought up in front of deputy
chief minister Pawan Kalyan.
And as expected Kalyan, who has
a strong nationalist and patriotic
personality, had an equally daring
response.“This Pakistani minister
Bhutto must make note of the

fact that India had
defeated Pakistan in
three war till now.
Maybe he needs to be
shown the footage of
these wars. If need be,
every Indian will turn
into a soldier and fight
for their country. Yes,
we are ready to let our
blood flow in the
Indus river if that is
what our country
needs.” Kalyan stated
.Usually, politicians
refrain from making

political commentary on interna-
tional affairs, but considering the
kind of enigmatic personality of
Pawan Kalyan, he had no appre-
hension in reacting to the same.
He gave a strong verbal recourse
to the Pakistani minister on this
matter.

10 Lakh Reward: Revanth Reddy
Going All Out For Gaddar Award
It is already known that the pres-
tigious announcement from the
Telangana government regarding
the presentation of Gaddar Award
is a topic of discussion. Chief
minister Revanth Reddy had con-
firmed that the award presenta-
tion ceremony will be happening
this June and now we have an
interesting update on this.If we
dig deep into this story, back in
2013, the last Andhra Pradesh
State Film Awards ceremony held
in Hyder abad honored films
released in 2011. Sri Rama
Rajyam was awarded Best Film,
with the producer receiving
?75,000 and the director
?30,000.However, the recently
launched Gaddar Telangana Film
Awards have significantly raised
the bar, granting ?10 lakh to the
Best Film’s producer and ?7 lakh

to the
director.This
marks a notable
enhancement in
the prestige and
recognition of the
awards.
Telangana Chief
Minister Revanth
Reddy has
expressed his
commitment to
elevating these
awards to be on par with or even
surpass the National Film Awards
in terms of monetary rewards and
stature.The upcoming awards cer-
emony, which will honor films
released during the 2024 calendar
year, is scheduled to take place in
a grand manner on June 14 at
HICC, Hyderabad. This initiative
reflects the state’s growing sup-

port and encouragement for its
film industry.While the previous
cash reward for the prestigious
Nandi award ?75,000. The situa-
tion is completely different now
under the Revanth Reddy govern-
ment. The reward is much bigger
now, and it is evident that the
chief minister is going out with
the same.

India-Pakistan Tensions Escalate: PM Holds High-Level Security Meet for Second Time
Amid heightened tensions with
Pakistan following the deadly terror
attack in Pahalgam, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is chairing the second
meeting of the Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) at his residence.
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and
Home Minister Amit Shah are in atten-
dance. The CCS is India's top decision-
making body on national security
issues.Later in the day, the Prime
Minister is also scheduled to chair a
meeting of the Cabinet Committee on
Political Affairs (CCPA), often dubbed
the "super cabinet" due to its significant
influence on political and economic
policy matters.These developments
come a day after a high-level review

meeting was held at the Prime
Minister's residence, nearly a week
after 26 people, mostly tourists, were
killed in a terror attack in Jammu and

K a s h m i r ' s
Pahalgam.According to
government sources cited
by India Today TV, during
Tuesday's meeting, PM
Modi gave the Indian
Armed Forces "complete
operational freedom" to
respond to the attack.The
CCPA has historically met
during crucial national
crises. In February 2019,
following the Pulwama
terror attack, the commit-

tee convened to review the security sit-
uation. That meeting was followed by
the Indian Air Force's Balakot air
strikes inside Pakistan on February 26,

2019.The current CCPA includes key
cabinet ministers such as Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, Home Minister
Amit Shah, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, Road Transport Minister
Nitin Gadkari, Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal, and is chaired by PM
Modi.This morning's CCS meeting
marks the second such gathering since
the Pahalgam incident. The first CCS
meeting, held a day after the attack, saw
India announce a range of retaliatory
measures against Pakistan. These
included a diplomatic downgrade, clo-
sure of key border routes, suspension of
the Indus Waters Treaty, and the expul-
sion of Pakistani military officials from
their High Commission in New Delhi.

How a Mysuru Army Officer's Presence of Mind Foils Terror
Plan, Saves 40 Tourists in Pahalgam Terror Attack

In the haunting aftermath of the Pahalgam terror attack
that claimed the lives of 27 tourists in Baisaran
Meadow, remarkable tales of courage and survival are
emerging. One of these stories centers around an
Indian Army officer from Mysuru, Karnataka, whose
swift actions saved nearly 40 lives.Prasanna Kumar
Bhat, the officer's brother, took to X (formerly Twitter)
to share how their family escaped the tragedy by mere
minutes. He highlighted their survival, attributing it to
a combination of luck, divine grace, and his brother's
composure under pressure.On the day of the attack,
Prasanna arrived in Pahalgam with his wife, brother,
and sister-in-law at about 12:30 PM, embarking on a
pony ride to Baisaran Meadow. After enjoying some
kawa at a local stall, the group decided to take an
impromptu stroll around 2 PM-an innocent choice that
ultimately saved their lives."Just 25 minutes later, a
mere 400 meters from where we were standing, gun-
fire erupted. Terrorists had begun their vicious
assault," Prasanna recounted. His brother, a senior
Army officer who has chosen to remain unnamed,
immediately recognized the chaos for what it was-a
terrorist attack."There was pandemonium. The mead-
ow is enclosed on all sides, and people were rushing
towards the main entrance-directly into the line of
fire," he noted.As terror surrounded them and a gun-
man drew closer, the officer sprang into action. He
quickly gathered around 35-40 frightened tourists,
fashioned a makeshift opening in the fence using a
pipe, and guided them through it toward a nearby
stream, moving them away from the danger.Despite
struggling with poor mobile service, he managed to
notify the local Army unit and the headquarters in
Srinagar. Within 40 minutes, helicopters and rescue
vehicles arrived to safely extract the group.Prasanna's
heartfelt account of his brother's heroism is resonating
widely online, with many praising the officer as a quiet
hero who transformed a day destined for tragedy into
one of survival.
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
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