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Indian Railways: Powering India’s growth

With strategic investments, technological
advancements and a visionary public poli-
cy approach, Indian Railways is redefining
connectivity, efficiency, and
sustainabilityThe Indian Railways, often
regarded as the crouching tiger of India’s
growth story, is one of the world’s most
remarkable yet under-discussed examples
of how strategic investments in infrastruc-
ture and connectivity-focused public poli-
cy can yield exponential dividends for
national development. The progress made
by Indian Railways (IR) over the past
decade (2014-2024) could well be consid-
ered its golden period of growth and trans-
formation, making it one of the fastest-
growing railway networks globally.What
sets India’s railway story apart, making it a
lesson for countries and regions with simi-
lar growth ambitions? The key lies in a
public policy approach best summarised
as: planning for the railways has been done

with Bharat and for Bharat. This approach
recognizes that the railway system must
remain both world-class and affordable,
fulfilling its essential role as the common
person’s mode of transport while simulta-
neously supporting India’s industry, com-
merce, and the ambition of a $5 Trillion
economy. Every day, 22.4 Million people
rely on Indian Railways as an integral part
of their economic lives, and the system
must grow in tandem with their aspira-
tions. This transformation required revolu-
tionising business operations. Historically,
Indian Railways faced criticism for slow
modernisation and infrastructure con-
straints. However, many fail to recognise
the crucial shift in priorities. While the
total network length has gradually
increased to 68,000 km since 1950, a more
significant achievement is the expansion
of track kilometers, which has grown to an
impressive 132,000 km today, enhancing

capacity and efficiency.A decade-on-
decade comparison highlights the scale of
progress. Between 2014 and 2024, Indian
Railways laid 31,000 km of new tracks
compared to just 14,900 km in the preced-
ing decade (2004-2014). Similarly, cumu-
lative freight loading surged from 8,473
million tons to 12,660 million tons, rev-
enue generation soared from "8.64 Lakh
Crore to "18.56 Lakh Crore, and electrifi-
cation expanded from 5,188 km to over
44,000 km, significantly reducing carbon
footprints. The development of world-
class Dedicated Freight Corridors (2,741
km, compared to none in the previous
decade) has further bolstered efficiency.
Locomotive production nearly doubled
from 4,695 to 9,168 units, while coach
manufacturing rose from 32,000 to 54,000
units. Across all productivity and perform-
ance indices, Indian Railways has set new
benchmarks.A major reform was the merg-

Humanism and the

The human race stands at a critical junc-
ture, where its unchecked expansion and
relentless exploitation of the natural world
threaten its own survival. The pressing
need to amend Protagoras’ aphorism “Man
IS the measure of all things” has never
been more urgentls humanism as a philos-
ophy leading to human extinction? The
search for an answer must begin with the
Greek sophist Protagoras’ frequently-gout-
ed aphorism, “Man is the measure of all
things.” It is generally considered to be the
best encapsulation of the central message
of humanism which asserts the centrality
of humankind’s place in the cosmic order
of things, including both the quotidian and
historic flows of time. The value of every-
thing, according to the Humanist weltan-
schauung has to be judged by its impact on
the well-being of humans. It, however,
does not refer to half of humankind-
women. This was obviously because gen-
der had not become an issue in public dis-
course in Protagoras’ time. He lived from
490 to 420 BCE. As things have changed
vastly since then and the first amendment
to his aphorism should make it read as.
“Humankind is the measure of all
things.”The need for the second amend-
ment arises from the nature of
humankind’s relationship with other living
beings-animals, birds, fish and plants-the
essence of which is relentless exploitation
of these by people, which is driving them
to extinction. Significantly, the theme of
Earth Day, 2019, observed, as in every
year, on April 22, was “Protect our
Species.” Elizabeth Kolbert writes in The
Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History
(first published in 2014), “Very, very occa-
sionally in the distant past, the planet has
undergone change so wrenching that the
diversity of life has plummeted. Five of
these ancient events were catastrophic
enough that they’re put in their own cate-
gory: the so-called Big Five. In what
seems like a fantastic coincidence, but is
probably no coincidence at all, the history
of these events is recovered just as people
come to realise that they are causing
another one.”It has become increasingly
clear since the book first came out in 2014
that the sixth extinction is around the cor-
ner. The causes are well-known. Seabed
mining is destroying unique ecosystems
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besides taking pollution to the deep sea.
Rivers bring toxic industrial waste from
hinterlands and, as in the case of stretches
of Yamuna close to Delhi, make it impos-
sible for fish to survive in their waters. Oil
spills pollute hundreds of square miles.
Increasing carbon emission is making sea
water acidic and hence inhospitable to
marine life. The consumption of plastic
bags, hunting, poaching, the arrival of
invasive  species, have disastrous
effects.Container ships are killing a grow-
ing number of whales through accidents.
Japan’s murderous whaling expeditions
are killing hundreds of whales. Global
warming has worsened matters.All this is
the result of human activity, which has
increased sharply as a result of growing
human population, which, currently
around 8.2 Billion, is, pace UN projec-
tions, set to peak at 10.3 Billion by the
mid-1980s. According to another estimate,
it is expected to exceed 10 Billion by 2060.
It is not just their sustenance demands that
are increasing with their numbers. Market
capitalism, with advertising as its cutting
edge, is manufacturing demands for ever
new consumer goods and leisure
activity.The result is pressure on nature,
resources and space. Animal habitats and
forests, for example, are destroyed to make
room for townships, factories and roads,
and rail lines linking them. Trees are cut en
masse to provide for lumber for construc-
tion, firewood and the furniture
industry.Not surprisingly, lan Johnston’s
report in The Independent of the United
Kingdom of 31 May, 2017, cited scientists
writing in a special edition of the maga-
zine, Nature, that humans were causing the
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sixth mass extinc-
tion of life on earth.
Chris Jasurek’s
4 piece in The Epoch
%% Times of October
§ 31, 2018, cites a
World Wildlife
Fund report as stat-
= Ing that humans
= have Kkilled about
60 per cent of ani-
® mals on the planet
= ' 1970.The
- == future of humans
: themselves is at
stake. Population increase is an important
cause of accelerating human activity.
Referring to the soaring increase in global
population under way, Desmond Morris
predicts in The Naked Ape: A Zoologist’s
Study of the Human Animal, that time will
come when “the densities we are now
experiencing in our major cities would
exist in every corner of the globe. The con-
sequences of all this for all forms of wild
animals is obvious. The effect it would
have on our own species is equally
depressing.”Morris adds shortly thereafter,
“Long before our populations reach the
levels envisaged above we shall have bro-
ken so many of the rules that govern our
biological nature, that we shall have col-
lapsed as a dominant species. Many excit-
ing species have become extinct in the past
and we are no exception.” Those dismiss-
ing Morris’ prediction as alarmist can
argue that the human mind, which
accounts not only for the survival of the
species but its dominance over nature
through technology, will find a way of pre-
venting this. Nothing of the sort.
Technology would remain a formulation
on paper if the environment in which it has
to be applied disappears.More important,
the devising and application of technolo-
gies would require continued and serious
application of the mind. Paul Shepard
writes in Thinking Animals: Animals and
the Development of Human Intelligence,
“the mind and its organ, the brain, are in
reality that part of us most dependent on
the survival of animals. We are connected
to animals by sinews that link speech to
rationality, insight, intuition, and con-
sciousness.” He states that people every-

er of the Railway Budget with the General
Budget-a decision still lamented by some
who hold onto outdated perspectives.
Historically, inadequate financing led to a
thin spread of resources across a vast back-
log of pending projects. However, focused
investments have changed the landscape,
with Gross Budgetary Support (GBS)
soaring to "8.25 Lakh Crore over the last
decade, compared to just “1.56 Lakh Crore
in the preceding 10 years.One of the most
significant upcoming milestones is the
completion of the railway link to Srinagar,
featuring some of the world’s tallest
bridges and longest tunnels, seamlessly
connecting the valley to the national net-
work. Additionally, Indian Railways is on
track to become the first major railway
system to achieve 100 per cent electrifica-
tion, ensuring seamless connectivity while
reducing dependence on fossil fuels and
drastically cutting carbon emissions.

world

where had “a profound, inescapable need
for animals” which *“are used in the growth
and development of the human person, in
those most priceless qualities which we
lump together as ‘mind.” Animal images
and forms play a critical role in the shap-
ing of personality, identity, and social con-
sciousness. Animals are among the first
inhabitants of the mind’s eye. They are
“basic to the development of speech and
thought.”The progressive extinction of
species will have a devastating effect on
the human mind, and a progressive decline
of the mind will have its own disastrous
consequences. The mind is the home of
reason and consciousness. As the basis of
analytical thought, reason is the cutting
edge of the mind.lts possession has
enabled humankind to create a civilisation
tailored to cater to its needs, fancies and
craving for luxuries, and based on the
exploitation of all other species, who are
considered inferior as they do not have the
ability to reason. The argument will, of
course, be that reason would enable people
to recognise the deadly consequence of
their way of life and retreat from the brink
of the precipice.Such optimism is unwar-
ranted. Reason is an instrument, and not
humankind’s defining attribute, and is
often overpowered by passion and the urge
for self-indulgence. The consequences of
global warming and what is to be done to
combat it are well known. Yet people are
unable to overcome the growing desire for
creature comforts, which is so overwhelm-
ing that they are incapable of jettisoning it.
Many now join the Taliban or other groups
whose obscurantist doctrines do not stand
rational interrogation—as many in Nazi
Germany joined the Sturm Abteilung (SA)
and the Schultz Staffein (SS) steeped in
Hitler’s racist doctrine. If the first instance
reflects the failure of rationality, the sec-
ond indicates the triumph of hatred over
reason, Not many today realise that their
human supremacist worldview and ruth-
less exploitation of non-human living
beings is facilitating their own extinction.
Instead of killing, they need to nurture and
cherish all animals, birds, fish and plants.
The second amendment to Protagoras’
aphorism should transform it to read,
“Humankind is the preserver and protector
of all beings.”
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The Indian Army is continuing its intensity of attacks on
the air defence systems in Pakistan and the Operation
Sindoor is being conducted with the same precision as well.
The same can be under if we look at the fact that Indian
Army has communicated about the neutralising of the air
defence system in Lahore, Pakistan.After India officially
communicated through a statement about the neutralising
of the Lahore air defence system, the United States
Embassy has taken pretty substantial decision.The United
States Embassy in Lahore has immediately instructed its
citizens to leave the city on priority and seek shelter at the
earliest.Due to reports of drone explosions, downed drones,
and possible airspace incursions in and near Lahore, the
U.S. Consulate General in Lahore has directed all consulate
personnel to shelter-in-place. The Consulate has also
received initial reports that authorities may be evacuating
some areas adjacent to Lahore's main airport.U.S. citizens
who find themselves in an area of active conflict should
leave if they can do so safely. If it is not safe to leave, they
should shelter-in-place, the statement from the United
States Embassy read.Also, there are reports about drone
explosion in Rawalpindi near the Rawalpindi cricket
Stadium, where Pakistan super League match is scheduled
to be held later tonight.
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The highly related Operation Sindoor which was exhibited
by the Indian Army is one of the most discussed topics in
recent times. Shortly after the completion of this mission,
the central government held an all party meeting in Delhi
today to discuss the facts and future course of action.While
interacting with the parties on this matter, the national
defence minister, Rajnath Singh gave an interesting statis-
tical update on the number of terrorists who were eliminat-
ed through this operation.The communication from
Rajnath Singh stated that over hundred terrorists have been
eliminated through this Operation Sindoor. This is one of
the biggest antiterrorism activities carried out by the Indian
Army in recent years.During the Press Briefing on
Operation SINDOOR on 07 May 2025, India had called its
response as focused, measured and non-escalatory. It was
specifically mentioned that Pakistani military establish-
ments had not been targeted. It was also reiterated that any
attack on military targets in India will invite a suitable
response.On the night of 07-08 May 2025, Pakistan
attempted to engage a number of military targets in North
ern and Western India including Awantipura, Srinagar, Jam
mu, Pathankot, Amritsar, Kapurthala, Jalandhar, Ludhiana,
Adampur, Bhatinda, Chandigarh, Nal, Phalodi, Uttarlal,
and Bhuj, using drones and missiles. These were neutralised
by the Integrated Counter UAS Grid and Air Defence sys-
tems. The debris of these attacks is now being recovered
from a number of locations that prove the Pakistani
attacks.Today morning Indian Armed Forces targeted Air
Defence Radars and systems at a number of locations in
Pakistan. Indian response has been in the same domain
with same intensity as Pakistan.It has been reliably learnt
that an Air Defence system at Lahore has been neutralised.
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It is already known that the pre-
vailing situation between India
and Pakistan has reached its
volatile, best with several mili-
tary advancements being regis-
tered on both sides. There are
several reports about the Indian
Army, taking substantial charge
of the situation and creating an
assertive atmosphere in
Pakistan.While the situation con-
tinues to become volatile and
complex, the Indian air services
have issued a statutory message
to air travellers in the country
and here is a look into the
same.Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) instructed all
airlines and airports across the
country to enhance security
measures. All passengers at all
airports will undergo Secondary
Ladder Point Check (SLPC).
Visitor entry to terminal build-

ings has been banned. Air
1
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Marshal will be
deployed accord-
ingly.In this con-
text, Air India
tweeted "In view
of an order by the §
Bureau of Civil |
Aviation Security
on enhanced
measures at air-

across Indla are
advised to arrive
at their respective
airports at least
three hours prior to scheduled
departure to ensure smooth
check-in and boarding. Check-in
closes 75 mins before depar-
ture."The leading air travel com-
pany in the country. Indigo has
stated that “In these extraordi-
nary times, heightened security
measures are taken up across all

airports. We request you to allow
1 1

—
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activities. The sit-

Itis alread known that the
Indian Army is indulging in a
heated defence operation against
Pakistan for their infamous attack
on Pahalgam recently. The Indian
Army is enforcing a round of
area attack attacks in Pakistan
with strategic strikes on the
defence and terrorism

\/(|uation is very
volatile and
intense for the
time being and
¥ the ministry of
& defence has now
issued a new
fa message to the
B Indian media sys-
i tem regarding the
8l army movement
and related activi-
ties.All media
channels, digital platforms and
individuals are advised to refrain
from live coverage or real-time
reporting of defence operations
and movement of security forces.
Disclosure of such sensitive or
source-based information may
jeopardize operational effective-
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The prevailing situation

" some extra time for your journey

-------

to accommodate security checks
and formalities. We appreciate
your understanding and coopera-
tion."Indian air travel services are
advising the travellers to report
to airport to their actual flight
timings in order to comply with
the security checks and related
activities.
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ness and endanger lives.Past inci-
dents like the #KargilWar, 26/11
attacks, and the #Kandahar
hijacking underscore the risks of
premature reporting. As per
clause 6(1)(p) of the Cable
Television Networks (Amendmen
t) Rules, 2021, only periodic
briefings by designated officials
are permitted during anti-terror
operations.All stakeholders are
urged to exercise vigilance, sen-
sitivity, and responsibility in cov-
erage, upholding the highest stan-
dards in the service of the nation,
the statement from the Ministry
of Defence affirmatively stated.
Hemsworth, the Indian media has
been advised not to televise or
publicise the strategic locations
and movements of the Indian
Army at any level.

ndefinitely

India and Pakistan.This is a

between the borderland of
India and Pakistan, and the
strategic anti terrorism oper-
ation is being carried out by
the Indian Army is setting a
new global discourse. This

is a crucial passage in the ey

long-standing conflict
between the two countries
and things are starting to
take a serious turn now.At
this point in time, every
public forum and event held
in the country must be care-
fully scrutinised and moni-
tored. On that note, the latest devel-
opments are suggesting that the
ongoing season of IPL has also been
postponed.The BCCI has communi-

has also been postponed indefinitely.

This decision has been taken in view
of the prevailing situation between

cated that theongomg season of IPL

very strategic and necessi-
tated decision by the gov-
erning body as holding
such mega public gathering
levents is not a logically

o feasible situation by any

M meter. Holding such mas-
S sive public events in
jcrowded atmospheres
fwould make them an easy
target for the opposition
camps.We will get more
clarity on whether the tour-
nament would be carried
out at a later point in time
or if the table topping RCB would be
declared the winner. This is a deci-
sion that would take a lot of scrutiny
and resolute.
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