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A new benchmark in pilgrim governance
The Haj Suvidha App 2.0, embodies
India’s commitment to delivering digni-
fied, efficient, and citizen-first services.
This enhanced digital platform ensures
that over 1.75 lakh Indian pilgrims
undertake their sacred journey with
greater safety and with comprehensive
supportIn recent years, the Government
of India has placed extraordinary
emphasis on inclusive governance.
Governance, that reaches every citizen,
regardless of geography, background or
belief. This is also clearly visible in its
handling of the annual Haj
pilgrimage.Far from a routine adminis-
trative exercise, it is a massive humani-
tarian, diplomatic, and logistical opera-
tion that spans nations and cultures.
Guided by the ethos of Sabka Saath
Sabka Vikas the Government has turned
Haj management into a model of 21st-
century service delivery.Every year,
approximately 1.75 lakh pilgrims from
India embark on the sacred Haj pilgrim-
age. Managing such a vast and sensitive
operation, that spans four months,
through the Haj Committee of India, in
close coordination with the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia (KSA) is a feat of nation-
al coordination, diplomacy and serv-
ice.The Government of India, through
the Ministry of Minority Affairs, is
ensuring that this spiritual journey is
not only seamless but also dignified,
inclusive, and technologically empow-
ered. In its unflinching commitment to
serving all communities without bias,
the Government is transforming the Haj
experience into one of the most
advanced public service operations ever
undertaken abroad.The Haj Suvidha
App was launched by the Government
of India in 2024, to simplify and
enhance the pilgrim experience, by
offering real-time access to information
such as accommodation, transport and
flight details including details of State
Haj Inspectors attached to each pilgrim
as well as nearest healthcare and trans-
portation facilities. The App also

enables grievance submission and
tracking, baggage tracking, emergency
SOS features, spiritual content, and
real-time notifications.The App was
installed last year by more than 67,000
pilgrims, indicating a high rate of
acceptance. Over 8000 grievances and
more than 2000 SOSs were raised and
responded to by the administrative
setup established for the Hajis by the
Indian Government in the KSA. The
SOS and lost pilgrim features were
most lauded for tracking and reaching
out to lost pilgrims and providing emer-
gency medical assistance to pilgrims in
need.The App’s feedback — driven
architecture allows continuous
enhancements throughout the pilgrim-
age. Insights derived from the App dur-
ing Haj-2024 served as key inputs for
formulating the Haj Policy and
Guidelines for 2025.These data —
backed decisions exemplify the
Government of India’s model of
responsive governance for its citizens.
Building upon this success in 2024, the
Government has now launched Haj
Suvidha App 2.0 covering the entire
gamut of Haj and creating a truly end-
to-end digital solution for the pil-
grims.Haj 2.0 embraces the entire Haj
lifecycle from digital submission of pil-
grim application, selection (Qurrah),
publication of waitlists, payment inte-
gration, issuance of Adahi coupons, and
cancellation and refund processes. The
updated App offers smooth integration
with banking networks, enabling pil-
grims to make payments via UPI, debit/
credit cards, and Internet banking. Real-
time flight schedules and electronic
boarding passes are also provided to
facilitate easier travel. The App has
been augmented with a pedometer fea-
ture, aimed at inculcating in the pil-
grims, a habit of walking so that they
build the stamina required for the ardu-
ous journey ahead.Real-time weather
updates for aiding pilgrims have also
been added, to help pilgrims withstand

extreme climatic conditions as well as
keep them healthy and hydrated. The
Indian Haj Medical Contingent is rated
as the best and provides world-class
medical services to pilgrims through a
network of field hospitals and dispen-
saries established during Haj at Makkah
and Madinah. A network of ambulances
provides emergency medical support.
The e-health card and e-hospital mod-
ule of the Ministry of Health has been
integrated with the App this year, lead-
ing to seamless admissions and treat-
ment for the pilgrims. This shall also
enhance the quality of data available to
the doctors for treatment and provide
optimum medical service to the pil-
grims for Haj 2025. The much —
appreciated luggage tracking system of
the App has been further upgraded with
RFID — based tagging which shall
streamline the process of tracking miss-
ing luggage and ensure the highest level
of service delivery.Navigation of Haj
rituals has been transformed by digital
mapping of the Mashaer region, includ-
ing Mina, Arafat, and Muzdalifa.
Campsites are identified and tracked on
the map to guide pilgrims to their desti-
nation and minimize their risk of get-
ting lost in the extreme heat of the
desert. Features such as Namaz alarms,
Qibla compass, and location — based
mapping of hospitals, bus stops, service
centres, and Indian mission offices sig-
nificantly enrich the overall experience
and convenience of the pilgrims.A chat-
bot driven by AI has been included as a

digital personal assistant to answer
regular questions in a conversational
tone, providing instant assistance
and advice. This holistic set of fea-
tures is indicative of the
Government’s intention to not only
leverage technology as a means of
service delivery but also as a tool
that empowers dignity, convenience,
and enablement for everyone,
including those on a spiritual
path.The Haj Suvidha App 2.0 is a

path breaker in India’s digital public
infrastructure and stands as a testament
to the vision of the Government of India
to ensure that governance extends to
every citizen in a meaningful way.
Harnessing the power of technology,
India is setting new international stan-
dards for pilgrim management, provid-
ing a seamless, secure, and spiritually
enhancing experience for its citizens.In
conclusion, the Government of India’s
approach to Haj management exempli-
fies a transformative vision of inclusive
and citizen-centric governance.
Through strategic planning, technologi-
cal innovation, and a deep sense of
responsibility, the annual Haj pilgrim-
age has evolved into a benchmark of
modern service delivery.  The Haj
Suvidha App 2.0 is not just a technolog-
ical tool — it is a reflection of the gov-
ernment’s unwavering commitment to
accessibility, dignity, and care for every
pilgrim. From real-time assistance and
medical integration to digital mapping
and AI support, every feature is tailored
to ensure safety, comfort, and spiritual
focus.The seamless coordination
between ministries, the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, and on — ground person-
nel underscores IndiaFs growing capac-
ity for responsive, empathetic gover-
nance.As we move into Haj 2025, this
model stands as a testament to what is
possible when governance places peo-
ple at the heart of its mission — ensur-
ing no citizen is left behind, even on the
most sacred of journeys.

Tackling climate change with green mobility
Climate change is no longer knocking
on our doors — it’s inside our homes.
From Delhi’s smogchoked air to
Mumbai’s unpredictable monsoons and
the scorching heatwaves sweeping
across the country, the evidence is all
around us. The only question that
remains is: how quickly can we
respond? One of the most immediate
and impactful ways to address this cri-
sis lies in how we travel.Transport con-
tributes nearly 23 per cent of global
carbon emissions (Source: IEA). In
India, road transport alone accounts for
over 12 per cent of energy-related CO2
emissions (Source: RMI), a number that
is growing rapidly with increasing
urbanisation and rising vehicle owner-
ship. India’s mobility story needs a
decisive shift toward
sustainability.Electric vehicles (EVs),
efficient public transport, walking,
cycling, and shared mobility cannot
remain niche solutions — they must
become the new normal.This isn’t just a

strategy to lower emissions; it’s a vision
for cleaner air, healthier communities,
and more liveable cities. Currently, our
roads are dominated by petrol and
diesel — powered vehicles. The conse-
quences are all too familiar: deteriorat-
ing air quality, rising carbon levels, and
escalating public health risks. A report
by the Energy and Resources Institute
(TERI) warns that if we do not act,
transport emissions in India could

increase sixfold in the
coming decades. These
issues are more than
abstract concerns — they
pose tangible risks to the
daily lives and well-being
of millions.”There is
cause for optimism.
India’s electric vehicle
transition is gathering
momentum. The
Government has set clear
and ambitious goals: by
2030, 30 per cent of new

cars and 80 per cent of two and three-
wheelers sold should be electric.
Encouragingly, in Q1 of 2025, EV sales
grew by more than 50 per cent com-
pared to the previous year — an unmis-
takable sign that public acceptance of
clean mobility is gaining ground.
However, the real gamechanger lies not
just in private electric vehicles, but in
electrifying public transport — espe-
cially buses. These are the lifelines of

our cities, connecting millions every
day across socio-economic lines. An
electric bus does far more than reduce
tailpipe emissions.It eases noise pollu-
tion, lowers urban congestion, and
replaces dozens of individual vehicles
on the road. Brands like NueGo,
GreenCell Mobility’s electric intercity
bus service, are already demonstrating
how clean, comfortable, and safe elec-
tric transport can become a mainstream
reality in India. Addressing climate
change is not the sole responsibility of
Governments or large corporations — it
requires collective effort. Industry must
lead with innovation, policymakers
must create the right incentives, and cit-
izens must embrace sustainable choic-
es. Together, we must rethink how we
move. Sustainable mobility is about
more than clean fuel. It’s about building
a fairer, healthier, and more liveable
India — for ourselves and for future
generations. The path is clear. The tech-
nology exists. The time to act is now.
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Telugu Man Scams DoorDash, 20 Yrs Jail?
The Telugu population along
with the rest of Indian popula-
tion in the United States is often
in the bad news for their prob-
lematic actions, every moment
and again. Something on these
lines has happened with a
Telugu man who is now facing
serious charges for scamming
DoorDash for shocking amount
of money.Sayee Chaitanya
Reddy Devagiri, a 30-year-old
from Newport Beach,
California, pleaded guilty to
conspiracy to commit wire fraud,
admitting to defrauding DoorDash
of over $2.5 million between 2020
and 2021. He exploited customer
accounts to place high-value orders

and used employee credentials to
reroute these to driver accounts he
controlled.These fake deliveries
were marked as completed, trigger-
ing payments for services never

rendered. The process, tak-
ing under five minutes per
order, was repeated hun-
dreds of times. Two co-
defendants have also
pleaded guilty.Now that
the details of the scam are
clearly established,
Devagiri faces up to 20
years in prison and a
$250,000 fine, with sen-
tencing set for September
16.This is a pretty signifi-
cant financial scam with

regard to the financial operations in
the United States, and this man
could not be facing a significant
amount of time in jail for these
actions.

Trump Mark Shock: Beware NRIs, No Chances Here

The President of United States,
Donald Trump has started to take
a very proactive stand against the
international population that has
been staying in the United States.
He is now contemplating some-
thing significant on that

front.Reported
ly Trump is
contemplating
the idea of
imposing an
international tax
on transactions
that are happen-
ing from the
United States to
global countries
across the
world.This
could come as a

significant blow to the Indian pop-
ulation who have been sending a
part of their revenues to
India.House Republicans have
introduced a bill on May 12, 2025,
that includes this tax on interna-
tional money transfers by non-US

citizens. It’s meant to fund tax
breaks and border security, and
Trump’s apparently all in, calling
it “GREAT.” For NRIs, this could
sting: India gets about $83 billion
in remittances yearly, a big chunk
from the US, so a 5% cut means
?5,000 on every ?1 lakh sent home
goes to the IRS.This is going to be
a pretty significant imposition, if
at all, Trump to go ahead with the
same, and we have to see how he
would operate with the
situation.Considering the fact that
the major majority of the Indian
population residing in the United
States, have the habit of sending a
portion of their revenues back to
their near and dear ones in India,
this is going to be a tricky situa-
tion.

Trump Tries To Scare Apple Away From India, But No Use!
The President of United States,
Donald Trump tried his best to
persuade Apple invest invest-
ment away from India. He
warned the CEO of the compa-
ny, Tim Cook to stay away
from investment and manufac-
turing opportunities in the
country.I told Tim Cook we're
not interested in you building
(Apple) in India, they can take
care of themselves, you up your
production here (US)," claimed
Trump. He added that India was
one of the highest tariff-impoing
countries & has now made an offer
to reduce tariffs significantly.
However, this persuasion of Trump
to move away from India did not

pay much dividends for him as
things are starting to look better for
the bilateral relationships.
Reportedly Apple has confirmed
that they are wishing to continue
with their employment opportuni-

ties and manufacturing
units in India without any
sort of apprehension.
They have reportedly
ensured India that they
are continuing with their
manufacturing plans
here.This can be consid-
ered as a rude shock to
Donald Trump who tried
to persuade Apple away
from India and things are
not starting to look very

positive between him and his coun-
try’s global brand of
Apple.Nevertheless, it is very
important that Apple has reassured
about its manufacturing and invest-
ment plans in India.

Ban on p*rn: USA to follow India’s path?
This already known that India has become
one of the first countries to impose a ban
on p*rn. The country has recently imposed
a ban on such adult content in view of the
prevailing social situation, which has to be
detrimental against the female popula-
tion.On that note, something pretty sub-
stantial appears to be happening with
regard to the United States as well, and the
latest development was suggesting that
there could be adequate action against

such adult content in the U.S. as well.A
new U.S. bill, the Interstate Obscenity
Definition Act (IODA), introduced by
Senator Mike Lee and backed by
Representative Mary Miller, aims to
impose a federal ban on online p*rnogra-
phy.The bill proposes a stricter definition
of “obscenity,” targeting explicit content
that appeals to prurient interests, depicts
s*xual acts, and lacks serious literary,
artistic, or scientific value.Its goal is to

criminalize the transmission of such con-
tent across state lines, giving law enforce-
ment broader power to act. Supporters
argue that current laws are outdated and
ineffective in protecting minors from
extreme online content, while critics see it
as a threat to free expression.It has to be
the scene if this would actually come to
effect very soon or whether it would be
just a thought to be discussed by the con-
cerned authorities.

Cyber Attacks On India: What’s Happening?

This already known that India has announced a strategic strike
against Pakistan over the recent Pahalgam attack which claimed
the lives of 26 innocent Indian civilians. This is one of the major
strategic operations done by the Indian army on the Pakistani
landscape.As expected, this has triggered a series of unprece-
dented attacks on the Indian cyberspace. The same can be unde
rstood by the fact that multiple countries including Pakistani,
Palestine, Bangladesh and Iraq have launched a cyber espionage
against India.According to the latest reports as many as 36
teams from the mentioned countries have indulged in cyber
attack operation against several leading websites in India.The
sole purpose of this operation is to destabilise the cyber environ-
ment of the country through such unsolicited attacks and some-
how gain some sort of an advantage over India.However, the
majority of these cyber threats have been mitigated by the
Indian authorities. These attacks are not likely to breach into the
sensitive infrastructure of the leading websites so there’s no
immediate threat on that front.But nevertheless, the intentions
something that must be countered adequately by the India gov-
ernment and also the cyber security community.

Radiation leak in Pakistan? What’s the real report?

It is already known that there have been several reports about the
kind of possible radiation leakage that has been happening in
Pakistan in recent days. This is mainly due to the strategic and target
attack then by the Indian military operation earlier this month.Well,
there have been numerous theories on the topic for the last few days,
the latest communication made by the official authorities are present-
ing a completely different case altogether.The International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) said there was no radiation leak from any
nuclear site in Pakistan. This was in response to rumors that Indian
missiles hit a nuclear area in Pakistan’s Kirana Hills during a military
operation called Operation Sindoor.IAEA spokesperson Fredrik Dahl
confirmed that no radiation was released. Indian Air Force officer Air
Marshal A.K. Bharti also said that India did not target any nuclear
sites and only carried out a regular military operation.India’s
Ministry of External Affairs also denied the radiation leak story.
They said Pakistan did not call any emergency nuclear meeting, as
some people had claimed.Stories about U.S. planes or an Egyptian
aircraft bringing chemicals to handle radiation in Pakistan were also
false. Retired Indian General Mohan Bhandari said these rumors are
not true. He reminded everyone that both India and Pakistan agreed
in 1988 not to attack each other’s nuclear sites.
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