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Misinformation: The new frontline in geopolitics
As digital content becomes ammuni-
tion, the world faces a critical chal-
lenge: to restore information. No longer
confined to diplomacy or defense strat-
egy, today’s power struggles are fought
in the realm of perception — through
deepfakes and manipulated media.In
today’s war-torn world, images and
videos don’t just go viral, they explode.
Like digital bombs, they scatter shards
of truth, half-truths, and outright false-
hoods across borders, screens, and
minds. We are living in an age where
one deepfake can shatter diplomatic
trust, one AI-generated image can incite
unrest, and one viral headline can sabo-
tage years of negotiation. When misin-
formation and fake news enter this ros-
ter of weaponry, the tragedy is com-
pounded. What could have been a
moment of resilience turns into a spec-
tacle of doubt and chaos.The recent
escalations in the Indian subcontinent
stand as a burning example of this. As
tensions rose, misinformation surged;
fabricated visuals, misattributed videos,
and misleading narratives flooded
social media. But what stood out was
the Indian government’s prompt and
proactive response: deploying fact-
check units, engaging official handles,
and taking down false content in real-
time. It wasn’t just governance; it was
communication warfare.Strategic com-
munication in today’s geopolitical
space has become a battlefield of con-
tending ideas, contrasting perceptions,
diverse strategies and complex narra-
tives.In 2025, the framework of the
geopolitical landscape has been affect-
ed by the geostrategic communication
architecture. The entire ecosystem has
become a “Bitter Platform of pulls and
pressure” a “Tug of War” and “Slanging
Match” being played out on different
media formats by stakeholders whose
image is at stake. The moot question is
whether geostrategic communication
requires overriding restraints to focus
on limits of misuse of content through
deepfakes, AI-generated images, false-
hood promotion and trigger-generated
perception and response.Recent events
have shown that the geopolitical space
is on a “24x7 Communication Alert”.
The buzz thereby generated has influ-

enced the contours of the core diplo-
matic interface and messaging struc-
ture. It has also sent warning signals
that wrap around “Communication
Disorder”, misinformation and hyped
ecosystem content. The entire commu-
nication operation is not a messaging
tool, rather it is being positioned as a
strategic weapon to misguide and nega-
tively align thereby disturbing the
“Information Equilibrium and
Discourse”.In the good old days,
geopolitics was dominated by conven-
tional tools and channels of dissemina-
tion, bilateral interface and personal
diplomacy interference to counter nega-
tive narratives, perceptions and senti-
ments. Today, the conventional wisdom
has been overtaken by “Communication
Strikes” which thrive on utilising the
space to destabilise, manipulate and
churn unwanted crises, narratives and
unending falsehoods in an era of instant
communication. Policymakers and
strategists grapple with the matrix of
complex “Communication Intersectio
ns” where ground rules are not constant
and thrive on fakery and
“Communication Escalation” points.
Any crisis that impacts geopolitics
today thrives on communication disor-
der, imbalance and asymmetry.The lack
of understanding to dissect the negative
content amongst the audiences leads to
being prey to biased hostile reporting.
This has been one of the biggest obsta-
cles to transparency in communicating
the right message through the appropri-
ate medium.Fact-checking units have
become the new normal of the global
order. Image depiction and messaging
consistency within the diplomatic land-
scape have suffered pitfalls due to a
lack of reciprocity in outlining events,
issues and themes.The Indian subconti-
nent witnessed this first-hand. As ten-
sion escalated, certain media outlets and
social platforms were flooded with
images and videos purportedly from
conflict zones. Many of these were
from unrelated incidents or were digi-
tally manipulated to incite public panic.
However, Indian authorities acted
swiftly: real-time fact-checking, dis-
semination of verified updates, and
coordinated efforts with social media

platforms helped curb the impact. The
government of India’s Fact Check Unit
PIB, under the aegis of the I&B
Ministry, played a critical role in
stalling the flow of disinformation that
flooded the social media space in the
recent events of neighbourhood ten-
sion.The result? Temporary restoration
of the information order in a region oth-
erwise on the brink of digital chaos. The
need for a new global information order
is acute and arises on account of the
gaps and fissures that appear in the
messaging and perception terrain.Due
to the deep impact of social media,
every medium and tool within the
geostrategic space is suffering from
“Asymmetrical Dynamics”. Dynamics
related to information overload, over-
hype infodemics, lack of credibility and
the growing role and interplay of non-
state elements in the ecosystem.The
need today is to use communication not
as an adjunct to a strategy and policy,
but rather utilise the platform to build
trust, confidence, self-belief and trans-
parency and “Positioning
Communication Perspective”. The
problem is that the institutional struc-
tures that govern the ecosystem thrive
on the “Imbalances Related to
Resources, Reach, Accountability and
Non-Regulation” of the mediums. It is
no rocket science when one notices the
biased projection of the Western media
on issues that create ripples in the
image, perception and narratives. These
structures do not facilitate a fair dis-
course of narratives rather they suffer
from communication distortion due to
their mantra of knee-jerk communica-
tion.Globally, geostrategic practitioners
have suffered the menace of fact-check-

ing, to ensure fairness and
ethics in information manage-
ment. This unwanted phenom-
enon has also thrived due to
the lack of “Media literacy”
and awareness amongst peo-
ple, and the inability to criti-
cally understand and evaluate
content.This phenomenon is
one of the biggest push factors
ailing the current global infor-
mation order and has led to
distortion and lack of under-
standing of key issues domi-

nating the media space.In the current
global order, geostrategic considera-
tions are certainly playing out in the
public domain, rather than in hush-hush
corridors of power. Policymakers face
the challenge of gestures, curated visu-
als, amplified images, and digital tools.
Invasion that erases trust, cohesion and
transparency in the information ecosys-
tem.Geostrategy, today requires a holis-
tic narrative-building exercise wherein
traditional and new media formats
weave together a predictable and com-
prehensive narrative. It is a critical fac-
tor that must be to weave and check the
role and responsibility of
AI.Technology-driven communication,
that does not obliterate transparency
and ethics in the domain of strategic
messaging. Global consensuses should
not fall prey to the wonder tools and
algorithms of AI as it would expose the
inbuilt fragility of communication
through modern tools techniques and
content.What the world needs now is a
globally accepted fact-checking proto-
col; a cooperative network of govern-
ments, tech platforms, and neutral
watchdogs committed to immediate and
effective debunking of
misinformation.It must be matched
with international investments in media
literacy initiatives and cross-border
transparency frameworks. In these
volatile times, when geopolitics is dic-
tated by optics and perception, the cost
of unchecked misinformation is far too
high. Strategic communication must be
wielded not as a megaphone for chaos,
but as a lighthouse of clarity and trust
because the war for truth is no less
important than the war for peace.

The Modi Doctrine: India’s historic shift from restraint to retaliation
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's doctrine
will be etched in history as a transforma-
tive policy that decisively redefined India's
approach to Pakistan's terror-driven provo-
cations. For decades, cross-border terror-
ism was treated with diplomatic exchanges
and measured responses. But under Modi's
leadership, India has declared that terror
attacks will henceforth be regarded as acts
of war-meriting the severest punishment,
including cross-border strikes and direct
retaliation against both terrorists and their
patrons.An in-depth analysis of Modi's
speech exhibits that his doctrine is not
mere rhetoric-it has been enforced with
unmistakable resolve. The obliteration of
nine terror camps and the destruction of
eleven Pakistani air bases by India stand as
irrefutable evidence of this new policy.
The message is unequivocal: extremists,
whether sheltered by rogue regimes or
operating independently, will be treated as

state actors, and both will face retribu-
tion.Modi has also used this doctrine to
convey a broader global message-
Pakistan's terror agenda is not just India's
problem. The prime minister has high-
lighted that Islamabad's terror network has
targeted Western powers as well. The trag-
ic 9/11 attacks on the United States and the
deadly London Tube bombings have direct
links to terrorists trained in Pakistan. In
Modi's view, the state and terror are inter-
twined in Pakistan, making the country
complicit in its proxies' actions.India's res-
olute response during Operation Sindoor, a
high-stakes military offensive, has further
cemented this policy. The doctrine is clear-
Pakistan will face identical, severe conse-
quences if it continues to harbour terrorists
or allows its territory to serve as a breeding
ground for extremism.Modi's doctrine is a
multifaceted strategy with significant
diplomatic, military, and strategic implica-

tions. His speech has been widely recog-
nised as a statement of India's future poli-
cy, echoing the American operation that
eliminated Osama bin Laden on Pakistani
soil and Israel's retaliatory strikes against
Hamas following the murder of innocent
civilians. rime Minister Modi's stance has
thus placed India in the league of proac-
tive, decisive nations that prioritise their
security and sovereignty without suc-
cumbing to diplomatic dithering or strate-
gic ambiguity.Modi's doctrine on terrorism
has redefined India's strategic response to
Pakistan's persistent cross-border terror,
establishing a historic precedent where
acts of terror are equated to acts of war.
This transformative policy shift has not
only fortified India's defence posture but
has also sent an unequivocal global mes-
sage-India will retaliate decisively against
terrorism, even if it means crossing the
Line of Control (LoC).The Modi Doctrine

will be remembered for ending the
decades-old ambiguity over India's
response to Pakistan-sponsored terrorism.
By categorically treating terror attacks as
acts of war, the doctrine authorises the
Indian armed forces to launch punitive
strikes, including cross-LoC operations,
against terror camps and their patrons.
This paradigm shift has brought an end to
the era of 'restraint' in the face of terror
provocations, ushering in a new era of
active deterrence.The 2016 surgical strikes
following the Uri attack and the 2019
Balakot airstrikes after the Pulwama inci-
dent are vivid examples of this proactive
policy. These actions shattered the myth
that Pakistan's nuclear arsenal would pre-
vent India from striking back. India's
response has forced global powers to re-
evaluate their approach to state-sponsored
terrorism. It has positioned India as a
nation unwilling to bow before terror
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Beware Indians: After Deportation, It’s Premanent Ban!
It is already known that Donald
Trump administration in the
United States has been warning,
illegal immigration and also the
global population about unau-
thorised to stay in their country.
In this context, the Indian
embassy has issued a pretty sig-
nificant warning to the Indian
community that has been staying
in the United States.According
to the Indian embassy, individu-
als who remain in the United
States beyond their permitted
duration risk immediate deporta-
tion and could face a lifetime
ban on reentry.This warning applies to
all categories of non-immigrant visas,
including tourist, student, business, and
work visas. The embassy emphasized

that visa holders must leave the U.S.
before their authorized stay expires,
even if their visa itself remains
valid.Additionally, the embassy high-
lighted that international visitors stay-

ing over 30 days must comply
with federal registration
requirements. Non-compliance
could lead to fines, jail time,
and permanent ineligibility for
future U.S. travel or immigra-
tion.The advisory comes amid
increasing scrutiny of visa
compliance and a crackdown
on illegal stays. The U.S. gov-
ernment is reinforcing its
stance to deter unauthorized
immigration and ensure lawful
entry procedures are respect-
ed.Indian travelers are strongly
advised to understand their

visa terms, track their departure dead-
lines, and avoid overstay at all costs to
protect future travel eligibility to the
United States.

Kodipandalu in US: 21 Indians Arrested!

Kodipandalu which is a westernised
term for rooster fighting is one of the
most popular sports in the Telugu
states. During the Sankranti season, the
Telugu state of Andhra Pradesh fully

indulges in this roos-
ter fighting activi-
ty.However, the
shocking thing here
is that they tradition
has crossed the bor-
ders and gone from
the Telugu states to
the United States of
America and it has
had some pretty sig-
nificant repercus-
sion. According to
the latest reports that

are surfacing on social media, it is
being established that as many as 21
Indians have been arrested in Dallas
when the police is found out about an
illegal rooster fight coop.When the

police arrived at the scene and checked
the locality, it was primarily estab-
lished that there were multiple roasters
that were being trained in cages using
illegal injections and performance
enhancing drugs.The police immedi-
ately took the concerned people into
custody, and it is being established that
people have been detained till now. On
the other hand, as many as 65 roosters
have been recovered from this facility
in Dallas, United States.To hold such
activities in the traditionally favourite
Andhra Pradesh. But taking this illegal
tradition to the United States of
America and getting caught by the
local authorities, there is one of the
worst things that could have happened
to Telugu community.

What About The Book Lokesh Gave To Modi?
It is already known that Telugu
Desam party scion Lokesh met
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi the other day. The meeting
happened in Delhi, and it is one
of the most discussed topics in
Andhra Pradesh political corri-
dors now.The thing about this
meeting is that there was this one
very interesting incident when
Lokesh gifted a book to the Pri
me Minister.Andhra Pradesh
Minister for Education, IT, Elec
tronics, and RTG, Nara Lokesh,
met Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in New Delhi on Saturday. He was
accompanied by his wife Brahmani
and son Devansh.During the meet-
ing, the Prime Minister launched the
‘Yuvagalam’ Coffee Table Book and

received the first copy. The book
captures the highlights of Lokesh’s
historic 3,132-kilometer padayatra
which he led before the 2024 elec-
tions. The padayatra played an
important role in helping the NDA

alliance win in Andhra
Pradesh.Prime Minister Modi
signed the book and gifted the
signed copy to Lokesh as a
special memory. The meeting
was a meaningful and memo-
rable moment for Lokesh and
his family.Lokesh thanked the
Prime Minister for his contin-
uous support towards the
development of Andhra
Pradesh. He also appreciated
Modi’s strong leadership in
national security and overall

progress of the country. Lokesh
requested the Prime Minister to con-
tinue guiding Andhra Pradesh and
expressed the state’s commitment to
contribute to the goal of making
India a developed nation by 2047.

For a change, Pakistan PM confirms Indian air strikes
The President of Pakistan
Shahbaz Sharif has made a pret-
ty significant public statement
regarding the ballistic airstrike
done by the Indian military.
After having received the inter-
national media with false state-
ments and fabricated social
media posts, the Pakistani leadership has
finally acknowledged the military grade

movement of India.Today,
May 17, 2025, Pakistan’s
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif confirmed that
Indian ballistic missiles
struck several locations
inside Pakistan, including
the Nur Khan Airbase in

Rawalpindi.It must primarily be noted that
this is the first time the Pakistani govern-

ment officially admitted to such an attack.
The missile strikes were part of India’s
“Operation Sindoor,” carried out in
response to a deadly terrorist attack in
Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir, which
India blamed on Pakistan-based milita
nts.Indian forces reportedly hit 11 military
installations across Pakistan, including
bases in Sargodha and Skardu, aiming to
target terror infrastructure. Pakistan con-

demned the strikes as an unprovoked act of
aggression and warned of retaliation. The
country’s National Security Council
authorized the military to respond at a time
and place of its choosing.Meanwhile, the
Indian government has already communi-
cated that this ongoing operation is still
active and it will be resumed once Pakistan
starts provoking India again with their ter-
rorism activities.

Ashoka University Professor Approaches Supreme Court
After Arrest Over 'Operation Sindoor' Facebook Post

Ashoka University professor Ali Khan
Mahmudabad, who was arrested by the Haryana
Police for a Facebook post related to 'Operation
Sindoor', has now approached the Supreme Court
seeking relief.The matter was brought to the
court's attention by Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal,
who mentioned the petition before Chief Justice
of India (CJI) BR Gavai on Monday, requesting an
urgent listing.Ashoka University Professor
Approaches Supreme Court After Arrest Over
Operation Sindoor Facebook PostImage Source:
X (Ali Khan Mahmudabad)"Mylords, a professor
at Ashoka University has been proceeded against
for an entirely patriotic statement on Operation
Sindoor. Mylords may list it immediately," Sibal
said during the brief mention.Responding to the
request, CJI Gavai agreed to list the matter day
after tomorrow.Earlier, a Magistrate court
remanded Professor Mahmudabad to two days of
police custody, following his arrest on
Sunday.The Narendra Modi administration was
chastised by the Congress on Sunday for "double
standards" after Ali Khan Mahmudabad, the direc-
tor of the Political Science Department at Ashoka
University, was arrested for posting on Facebook
about "Operation Sindoor. The party drew atten-
tion to the difference between the absence of
accountability for BJP ministers who it alleged
had made disparaging statements about the armed
services and the prompt action taken against a
professor for a "thoughtful" article denouncing
violence. "His only error is that he wrote this
post," said Congressman Pawan Khera on social
media. His name is his other error, implying that
the arrest was motivated by religious prejudice.

India Plans Overhaul Of Metro Rail Policy: Land
Laws, Parking, And Revenue Models Under Review

According to The Indian Express, the government is
currently considering new laws and policies to speed
up metro rail projects and enhance commuter conven-
ience more than 40 years after India's first metro serv-
ice was introduced. The Union Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) recently hosted a meet-
ing in Gandhinagar on March 31 and April 1 to
address important changes with senior officials and
managing directors of metro rail corporations.Nearly
all participants expressed concern about the lengthy
land acquisition process for metro projects, mostly
because of the Right to Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act of 2013's requirement for social
impact assessments.India Plans Overhaul of Metro
Rail Policy Land Laws Parking and Revenue Models
Under Review The conference recommended that
other states look at similar amendments to get around
the need for social impact assessments for metro proj-
ects, citing the exemptions given in Gujarat and
Maharashtra.The officials also talked about planned
changes to the 1978 Metro Railways (Construction of
Works) Act. The existing law does not require a social
impact study and simply permits the Union govern-
ment to purchase land for metro development.
Participants suggested amending the Act to give state
governments or metro administrations the authority to
directly acquire land.The symposium suggested a
number of tactics to increase non-fare box revenue.
These include allowing long-term leases, promoting
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