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Sel reliancein natural gs: Clearing hurdles n the way

The share of natural gas in India’s energy mix
has barely moved, reaching only 6.7 per cent.
Achieving a boost will require scaling up
indigenous output, lowering import depend-
ence, and establishing a supportive policy and
regulatory frameworkDelivering the 75th
Independence Day (ID) address on 15th
August 2021, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
vowed to achieve self-reliance in energy pro-
duction by boosting the gas-based economy.
He wished the share of natural gas (NG) in the
total energy mix to go up from subsisting at
around 6 per cent to 15 per cent by 2030. He
reiterated this at India Energy Week (IEW)
held on February 11-14, 2025. Presently, the
share is a mere 6.7 per cent. The only way to
reach the target is to build indigenous produc-
tion capabilities to the desired scale.

Where do we stand?

According to the Petroleum Planning and
Analysis Cell under the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas (MPNG), during the finan-
cial year (FY) 2024-25, India’s consumption
of NG was 72.293 billion metric standard
cubic meters (bmscm) — an increase of 7 per
cent over the level during FY 2023-24.
However, the import of NG (it is imported in
a liquefied form commonly known as LNG)
during FY 2024-25 was 36.699 bmscm — an
increase of 15.4 per cent.Taken as a propor-
tion of consumption, imports were 50.8 per
cent during FY 2024-25 up from 47.1 per cent
during FY 2023-24. In contrast, the country’s
production of NG registered declined by 1
per cent to 36.113 bmscm during FY 2024-
25.The State-owned major Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation or ONGC produced 18.736
bmscm of NG during FY 2024-25, which was
3 per cent less than 19.316 bmscm during FY
2023-24. The share of production in con-
sumption of NG during FY 2024-25 was 49.2
per cent down from 52.9 per cent during FY
2023-24. The upshot is: that even to comply
with the 6 per cent share, India had to import
more than 50 per cent of its NG
requirement.Increasing the share of NG in the

total energy mix to 15 per cent would require
its consumption to increase from its current
annual of 72.293 bmscm to 161.791 bmscm
(72.293x15/6.7). The current consumption
includes domestic production of 36.113
bmscm. If domestic production stagnates at
the current level (in sync with the trend of the
last few years) then, to achieve the 15 per cent
target, the import of LNG will have to be
125.678 bmscm (161.791-36.113) which
works out to about 77 per cent of the con-
sumption.The above calculation assumes no
increase in total energy consumption. But, it is
increasing at a rapid pace. The country’s
power demand alone is projected to grow at a
compound annual rate of 7 per cent during the
next five years (according to the Central
Electricity Authority). In that scenario,
reliance on imports will be even higher.

How can India increase production?

India has 26 sedimentary basins (SBs) cover-
ing an area of 3.4 million sq km that could be
searched for hydrocarbon resources.
However, only six of the SBs are under com-
mercial exploitation; these too are sub-opti-
mally utilised. Hydrocarbon exploration is a
highly capital-intensive and technology-inten-
sive business involving a long gestation peri-
od. It is risky, especially when drilling in
deep/ultra-deep and high-pressure/high-tem-
perature (D/UD/HP/HT) fields in offshore
areas such as the Krishna-Godavari (KG)
basin. Multinational companies (MNCs) such
as ExxonMobil, Chevron, Total etc. which
have the technology and resources can be
enthused to take long-term bets in the Indian
hydrocarbon sector provided the Government
offers them an opportunity to earn an attrac-
tive return on their investment on a ‘sus-
tained’ basis. This, in turn, requires that their
efforts in the discovery and development of
NG fields don’t face regulatory hurdles and
that they can sell the gas “freely’ at a ‘remu-
nerative’ price.On the regulatory front, Modi
— Government has removed many hurdles. In
recent years, its major decisions are: releasing

0.69 million sq km of hitherto *‘No go’ area
(out of a total of 1.73 million sq km SB area
lying offshore) for exploration and production
(E&P) activity; granting lease rights over the
entire economic life of the allotted fields
instead of the extant system of short tenure
with extensions; amendments to the Forest
(Conservation) Act to enable prompt access to
forest areas for exploration of hydrocarbon
resources; allowing E&P firms to pick up a
block of their choice and give the operator a
composite license to search for hydrocarbon
in whatever form vis NG, ‘shale gas’, CBM
(coal bed methane) etc under the
Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing.
Policy decisions ease the process

For long, E&P efforts were hamstrung by
cumbersome procedures, multiple approvals
and bureaucratic red tape. Approvals were
needed at every stage. As many as 37 proce-
dures were required to be followed by a firm
awarded block under the New Exploration
Licensing Policy or NELP (NELP was
launched in 1999 and blocks awarded under it
till 2016).Team Modi has substantially liber-
alised and de-bureaucratised approvals by
providing for self-certification of documents
and pre-approved clearance of blocks. Under
the Oilfields (Regulations and Development)
Amendment Bill, 2024 passed by the
Parliament on March 12, 2025, the definition
of mineral oils has been broadened/expanded
to include crude oil, NG, petroleum, conden-
sate, CBM, shale gas and oil, and other vari-
eties (the earlier definition included only
petroleum and NG). Besides, the Bill intro-
duces the concept of ‘petroleum lease’ to sep-
arate oil and gas exploration projects from
mining projects. This will prevent the former
from getting hamstrung by delays due to land
and environmental clearances germane to the
latter. The latest amendments in the ORD
Act,2024 also moot an alternative dispute res-
olution method within or outside India
besides decriminalising violations. The
MPNG has also proposed joint development

A new era for Catholic

With deep ties to both the United States
and Peru, Pope Leo steps into spiritual
leadership of 1.4 billion Catholics, inherit-
ing a Church divided by doctrine, chal-
lenged by global crises, and yearning for
unity, reform, and renewalThe world’s
attention has been on Rome for the past
few days. The Catholics have made histo-
ry with the election of Robert Francis
Prevost, a 69-year-old American cardinal
of Spanish descent.He has taken over as
the 267th occupant of the throne of St
Peter. This momentous event, the first time
an American has ascended to the papacy in
the 2000-year history of the Catholic
Church, is a significant milestone.The
Pope is the leader of the Roman Catholic
Church. He guides about 1.4 billion
Catholics worldwide and is the head of
Vatican City. Due to his position, the Pope
is regarded as one of the world’s most
powerful people. He has extensive diplo-
matic, cultural, and spiritual influence. He
Is considered the successor of St Peter, the
first apostle. He is believed to have the
highest teaching authority in faith and
morals.Though born in Chicago, Pope Leo
XIV spent over two decades working in
Peru. He became a dual US and Peruvian
citizen in 2015.What do the global
Catholics want from a new Pope? Pope
Leo will lead a divided Catholic Church of
1.4 billion members, almost the size of
India or China. The Church may be losing
strength in Europe but is growing rapidly
ol B H N

in Latin America, Asia, and Africa. About
40 per cent of all Catholics worldwide are
in Latin America, roughly a quarter in
Europe, and 16 per cent to 18 per cent in
Sub-Saharan Africa.While his predecessor,
Pope Francis, accomplished many things
during his 12-year papacy, he left an unfin-
ished agenda and many challenges for the
new Pope to address. These, such as
divorce and remarriage, LGBTQ
Catholics, the role of women, and climate
change, are significant and will require
careful consideration and action.The new
Pope will exercise supreme power in faith,
morals, church discipline, and
Government. He is expected to continue
the reforms started by his predecessor,
focus on poverty and marginalised people,
and build a “bridge” between different
groups within the Church.Many watched
with interest when Pope Leo appeared on
the Vatican balcony. In his first speech,
Pontiff spoke to the crowd in Spanish,
mentioning “his beloved Diocese of
Chiclayo in Peru.” This shows that his
identity as both an American and a
Peruvian will influence his papacy. Many
Peruvians remember him as a priest who
stood with the country’s poorest people.
Within the Vatican, he was informally
known as the “Latin American Yankee,” a
nickname that captures his dual identity
and capacity to bridge a hemisphere. The
crowd cheered when he said, “Peace be
with you.”What reforms will Pope Leo

XIV focus on durlng his ppacy'? How will
he address the issue of sexual abuse in the
Church? How will he balance traditional
beliefs with modern concerns? These will
become clear as time goes on.The new
Pope has to take several key steps. The
new Pontiff has given hints about his pri-
orities as head of the Catholic Church —
peace, climate change and technology. But
abuse scandals and the role of women will
remain important.Like his predecessor,
Pope Leo wants to support the poor and
marginaliszed. He would like to continue
to open the Vatican and listen to voices
outside the church hierarchy.Pope Leo
XIV’s vision is global and inclusive, fol-
lowing Pope Francis’s path. He must find
ways to balance the Church’s rich tradi-
tions with important modern issues like
climate change and technology. Pope Leo
has taken charge of the Catholic Church
during a challenging time.The Vatican
faces serious financial issues, including a

of fields where these are found to be inter-
connected. This will help avoid disputes like
the one seen between ONGC and Reliance
Industries Limited (RIL) when the former
accused latter of stealing gas from fields given
in the KG basin area under NELP. It will also
ensure better utilisation of assets and cost sav-
ings.

What about freedom of pricing?

Of the domestic gas, on around two-thirds of
supplies (mostly from so-called ‘legacy
fields’ given on nomination to ONGC and
OIL and from fields given under NELP), the
Centre has full control over ‘to whom’ the
supplies will be made and at ‘what
price’.Although, from April 1, 2023, based on
the recommendations of the Kirit Parikh com-
mittee, this price expressed on a per million
British thermal units (Btu) basis is arrived at
by taking 10 per cent of the monthly average
of the Indian crude basket in the preceding
month and notified every month, the price
thus calculated is subject to a ceiling of US$
6.50 per Btu.Even the pricing of the remain-
ing one-third of domestic NG supplied from
the D/UD/HP/HT fields isn’t free from con-
trol. Technically though, the firms can go for
competitive bidding to determine the price for
such supplies (referred to as a ‘premium’
price), this too is subject to a ceiling linked to
the prices of alternate fuels including fuel oil,
naphtha, and LNG.The legacy fields also suf-
fer from high taxes such as an oil industry
development (OID) cess of @20 per cent,
higher royalty payments and land taxes in
Assam and Rajasthan. Andhra Pradesh
Pollution Control Board (APPCB) also levies
the so-called ‘consent for operation
fees’.Besides, NG is not covered under the
Goods and Services Tax (GST) which means
E&P companies don’t get credit for taxes paid
on inputs leading to higher cost of gas. The
Government should de-regulate the price,
allow full freedom of marketing and withdraw
taxes and duties.

church

budget deficit of over £73 million and a
pension fund deficit exceeding £2 billion.
The late Pope Francis started important
reforms at the Vatican Bank, known as the
IOR, to fix long-standing financial prob-
lems, but this work is still unfinished. Pope
Leo needs to continue these reforms and
address the economic issues to maintain
the Church’s stability and integrity. A sen-
sitive topic is same-sex couples.In 2023,
Pope Francis said Roman Catholic priests
can bless same-sex couples. Also, that
year, he allowed transgender people to be
baptised and to act as godparents. People
around the world will closely watch how
he addresses these issues.Pope Leo has
recognised that artificial intelligence sig-
nificantly challenges human dignity, jus-
tice, and labour.He has stated that the
Church will address these issues. Vatican
observers see this commitment as a posi-
tive sign of his leadership. It gives people
confidence in his ability to guide the
Church through modern
problems.Additional challenges include
balancing tradition with modernity, main-
taining unity while implementing reforms,
and navigating an increasingly volatile
global environment. These are the hurdles
that Pope Leo must overcome.Pope Leo
XIV’s leadership can change the Church,
bringing hope for the future. His back-
ground, challenges, and goals suggest that
he could lead to significant changes and
progress for the Catholic Church.
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short story collection 'Heart Lamp' on Tuesday
night became the first Kannada title to win the
coveted GBP 50,000 International Booker
Prize in London.Mushtaqg described her win as
a victory for diversity as she collected the prize
at a ceremony at Tate Modern along with her
translator Deepa Bhasthi, who translated the
title from Kannada to English.hortlisted among
six worldwide titles, Mushtaq's work appealed
to the judges for its "witty, vivid, colloquial,
moving and excoriating" style of capturing por-
traits of family and community tensions."This
book was born from the belief that no story is
ever small, that in the tapestry of human expe-
rience every thread holds the weight of the
whole," said Mushtag."In a world that often
tries to divide us, literature remains one of the
lost sacred spaces where we can live inside
each other's minds, if only for a few pages," she
said.Translator Bhashti added: "What a beauti-
ful win this is for my beautiful language."The
annual prize celebrates the best works of long-
form fiction or collections of short stories
translated into English and published in the UK
and/or lIreland between May 2024 and April
2025.The other five books on the shortlisted
included: 'On the Calculation of Volume I' by
Solvej Balle, translated from Danish by
Barbara J. Haveland; 'Small Boat' by Vincent
Delecroix, translated from French by Helen
Stevenson; 'Under the Eye of the Big Bird' by
Hiromi Kawakami, translated from Japanese
by Asa Yoneda; 'Perfection' by Vincenzo
Latronico, translated from ltalian by Sophie
Hughes; and 'A Leopard-Skin Hat' by Anne
Serre, translated from French by Mark
Hutchinson.Max Porter, International Booker
Prize 2025 Chair of judges, said: "This list is
our celebration of fiction in translation as a
vehicle for pressing and surprising conversa-
tions about humanity. These mind-expanding
books ask what might be in store for us, or how
we might mourn, worship or survive. They
offer knotty, sometimes pessimistic, sometimes
radically — hopeful answers to these
questions."Taken together they build a miracu-
lous lens through which to view human experi-
ence, both the truly disturbing and the achingly
beautiful. They are each highly specific win-
dows onto a world, but they are all gorgeously
universal."Each shortlisted title is awarded a
prize of GBP 5,000 - shared between author
and translator and the winning prize money is
split between Mushtaqg and Bhashti, who
receive GBP 25,000 each.In 2022, Geetanjali
Shree and translator Daisy Rockwell won the
coveted prize for the first-ever Hindi novel
‘Tomb of Sand', with Perumal Murugan's Tamil
novel 'Pyre', translated into English by
Aniruddhan Vasudevan making it to the
longlist in 2023.

India Launches Oneration Sindoor Today: AllPar
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oenations Set To Exoose Pakistan’s Global Terror Links

India's Operation Sindoor global
outreach initiative commences
today.Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri has briefed members, MPs,
and former parliamentarians from
three of the seven all-party delega-
tions.People take part in a Tiranga
Yatra to celebrate the success of
Operation Sindoor and to express
solidarity with the Indian armed
forces in Bhopal Thursday May 15
2025People take part in a ?Tiranga
Yatra? to celebrate the success of
?0peration Sindoor? and to express
solidarity with the Indian armed
forces, in Bhopal, Thursday, May
15, 2025.These delegations will
travel to various foreign capitals to
convey India's resolute stance
against terrorism sponsored by
Pakistan.According to sources,
Misri told them, "While India is
committed to peace, it will not tol-
erate any terror attacks on its soil
and will hit back as part of its 'new
normal’."JD(U) leader Sanjay Jha,
who is heading a delegation visiting
Japan, Singapore, South Korea,
Malaysia, and Indonesia, told
reporters following the briefing that
their message to international lead-
ers would be that "India has decided
enough is enough."He added that
Pakistan had consistently behaved
like "a thief asked to probe his own

action against terror- % ,,_'
ism.Shiv Sena MP i SIS
Shrikant  Shinde, | VNI
leading the delega- ! —

tion to the UAE and [i"
several Africanjy

i

nations, said ll»gj,, M
would present proof @f .

=
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of Pakistan's involve- £ \ A

ment in terror attacks

but also abroad, drawing attention
to its role in crimes against human-
ity.Congress leader and former
Union Minister Salman Khurshid,
who is part of the delegation led by
Jha, clarified that the decision to
cease military actions had been
reached mutually by India and
Pakistan, without the involvement
of any third-party mediation-coun-
tering earlier claims made by US
President Donald Trump.
Reflecting on the briefing,
Khurshid said, "There was no inter-
ference by anyone (in understand-
ing between India and Pakistan),
there was no mediation. But when
such things happen in the world,
different people try to send a mes-
sage. But whatever has happened,
has happened only between the two

S

Hipy
't
) |

nations. Wh the matter escalated,

it was between our two nations.
When it ended, it ended between the
two nations. It was initiated by the
Pakistan DGMO, they said that we
should end this. We said that it
should be done if they are
ready."Sources also indicated that
the delegations are likely to carry
dossiers outlining Pakistan's role in
supporting terrorism in India,
backed by evidence intended to per-
suade host countries."The dossiers
may be prepared in the official lan-
guage of the respective country,"
one source noted, adding that the
visiting MPs will receive a further
round of briefings from officials
ahead of their meetings with foreign
lawmakers and government repre-
sentatives.

Tamil Nadu Sues Centre In Supreme Court For
Blocking Rs 2000-Crore Funds Over NEP

In yet another clash
between the Tamil Nadu
government and the
Centre, the DMK govern-
ment has approached the
Supreme Court, accusing
the Modi administration
of stopping its annual
share of crucial education
funds to the tune of over
?2000-crore under the
Samagra Shiksha
Scheme.The TN govern-{
ment has claimed that its|}
opposition to the

National Education}
Policy has made thej®
Centre to withhold a sum
of over Rs 2291 crore."The Union
Government by withholding the
State's entitlement to receive funds
under the Samagra Shiksha Scheme is
in ignorance of the doctrine of cooper-
ative federalism. The halt of education
funds amounts to the usurpation of the
constitutional power of the State to
legislate under Entry 25, List 11l (edu-
cation). The Union Government seeks
to coerce the State to implement the
NEP-2020 throughout the State in its
entirety and to deviate from the educa-
tion regime followed in the State," The

State claims that the Samagra
Shiksha Scheme, and the NEP
& PM Shri scheme are entirely
different and they cannot be
linked and the Centre is adopt-
ing "pressure tactic" by with-
holding funds to implement the
NEP."The Plaintiff State is
well within its rights to refuse
% |the implementation of the
NEP-2020 or the PM SHRI
Schools Scheme, as these are
policies devoid of any statutory
authority. The NEP-2020 is a
policy and vision statement of
the Defendant that lacks any
|executive or legislative force

through Tamil Nadu State
counsel  Sabarish ~ Subramanian
read.By stopping the funds, The
Centre is forcing the state government
to implement the National Education
Policy. The DMK is opposing the
Centre's policy due to its three-lan-
guage formula. Tamil Nadu has sought
a court declaration deeming the
Union's condition of linking Samagra
Shiksha Scheme (SSS) funds to the
implementation of the National
Education Policy 2020 (NEP) and PM
Shri Schools as "unconstitutional, ille-
gal, unreasonable and arbitrary."The

binding the Plaintiff State to its
implementation. Furthermore, the
NEP- 2020 does not mandate imple-
mentation as a condition for receiving
financial assistance under the Samagra
Shiksha Scheme."Further, the Stalin
government has stated that only the
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and West Bengal
governments have not received funds
from the Centre. This delay has dis-
rupted critical functions in govern-
ment schools and hostels, including
salaries, teacher training, student enti-
tlements like textbooks and uniforms,
and infrastructure grants.
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