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State Records 43 Fresh Cases, Health Emergency Services On Alert
Maharashtra has seen a
surge in COVID-19 cases,
with the state's health
department reporting 43
new infections on a recent
Sunday. This increase has
pushed the total number of
active cases to
209.Specifically, Mumbai
has emerged as a signifi-
cant hotspot, contributing
35 of these new cases,
while Pune has reported
eight. Since the start of the
year, Maharashtra has wit-
nessed 300 COVID-19
cases, with a notable spike in
May, where 242 new infections
were recorded, representing 80
percent of the total cases for the
year. Mumbai, in particular, has
been significantly affected, with
248 cases accounting for 82.67
percent of the state's total infec-
tions.The recent rise in COVID-
19 cases is not confined to
Maharashtra alone but is a nation-
wide concern, with Kerala lead-
ing in the number of infections
followed by Tamil Nadu and
Maharashtra. Delhi, too, has
experienced a slight increase in
case numbers. Despite this uptick,
the Union Health Ministry has

provided some reassurance, stat-
ing that most of the cases so far
have been mild and manageable
with home care. There hasn't been
any significant evidence to sug-
gest that the currently circulating
COVID-19 variants are more
severe or contagious. To address
the situation, the ministry has
issued advisories urging the pub-
lic not to panic but to stay
alert.According to the Indian
SARS-CoV-2 Genomics
Consortium (INSACOG), recent
findings have identified cases of
new COVID-19 variants in India,
including one instance of the
NB.1.8.1 variant and four cases of
the LF.7 variant. However, the

World Health
Organization (WHO), as
of May 2025, has classi-
fied these subvariants as
Variants Under
Monitoring (VUMs),
indicating they are not
yet considered Variants
of Concern (VOCs) or
Variants of Interest
(VOIs).This categoriza-
tion comes despite these
variants contributing to
the rise in COVID-19
cases in China and other
parts of Asia. In India,

the JN.1 variant remains the most
prevalent, detected in 53% of the
samples analyzed, trailed by the
BA.2 and other Omicron sublin-
eages.The Union Health Ministry
has emphasized the robustness of
India's national surveillance sys-
tem, managed through the
Integrated Disease Surveillance
Programme (IDSP) and the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR)'s sentinel surveillance
network. This system continuous-
ly monitors respiratory illnesses,
including COVID-19, to ensure a
timely and effective response to
any changes in the pandemic's tra-
jectory.

Railway Staff Given Three-Month Window To Choose
Unified Pension Scheme: Ministry Issues Directive

In a recent instruction, the
Railway Ministry directed all 17
zone railroads to promptly and
effectively inform their employ-
ees about the options available
under the Unified Pension
Scheme (UPS). In a circular dated
May 21, the ministry emphasised
the necessity of clear and proac-
tive communication in ensuring
that railway personnel are aware
of their rights and choices.The
ministry's communication, addre

ssed to Principal Chief
Personnel Officers
across zones, stressed
that timely and compre-
hensive dissemination
of information is essen-
tial. It also underlined
the need to actively sup-
port employees in mak-
ing decisions regarding
their pension prefer-
ences.Railway Staff

Given Three-Month Windo w To
Choose Unified Pension Scheme
Ministry Issues Directive To facil-
itate this process, the ministry has
ordered the establishment of facil-
itation camps across various loca-
tions. These camps are to be
manned by teams comprising
human resources officials, finance
department representatives, and
subject matter experts. The objec-
tive is to guide employees

through the available pension
options, resolve their queries, and
assist with the registration
process.Furthermore, the govern-
ment has directed that complete
records be kept at each assistance
camp. This involves tracking the
dates and locations of the camps,
the number of participants, and
how many employees completed
their pension registration during
these sessions.As per the guide-
lines, employees eligible to
switch to the UPS must exercise
their option within three months
starting from April 1, 2025, unless
the Central Government
announces an extension.With this
initiative, the ministry aims to
ensure that all eligible railway
employees have sufficient clarity
and support to make informed
decisions about their retirement
security.

PM Modi Begins Gujarat Visit With Roadshow
Joined By Colonel Sofiya Qureshi’s Family

The family of Colonel Sofiya Qureshi, one of the two
female military officers who briefed the nation on
India's cross-border counter-terror operations under
Operation Sindoor, took part in Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's roadshow in Vadodara, Gujarat, on
Monday.Colonel Qureshi's parents, Taj Mohammad
and Halima Qureshi, greeted Prime Minister Modi as
thousands of people lined the streets during the road-
show, which began at Vadodara's Harni Airport and
featured traditional cultural performances, reported the
Hindustan Times.More than 50,000 people were
expected to attend another roadshow in Ahmedabad
later that same day - the first day of Modi's two-day
visit to his home state following the Operation Sindoor
strikes.Hoardings have been erected across
Ahmedabad, lauding the armed forces' achievements
during the operation.During the visit, Modi is set to
inaugurate and lay the foundation stones for develop-
ment initiatives valued at over ?82,950 crore in Dahod,
Bhuj, and Gandhinagar.Officials confirmed that in
Bhuj - one of the areas targeted by Pakistani drone
strikes in retaliation for India's cross-border operation
- Modi will unveil 33 projects worth ?53,414
crore.These include improvements to Kandla Port
infrastructure, investments in solar energy, power
transmission systems, and roads and buildings.In
Kharod, Dahod, the Prime Minister will launch a range
of projects, including railway expansion, water supply,
roadworks, urban infrastructure, housing schemes, and
buildings, totalling over ?24,000 crore.This includes
the inauguration of a new Locomotive Manufacturing
Shop, developed at a cost of ?21,405 crore, along with
India's first 9000 HP locomotive engine.These com-
prise the doubling of key lines such as Anand-Godhra,
Mehsana-Palanpur, and Rajkot-Hadmatiya, the electri-
fication of the 107-km Sabarmati-Botad line, and the
gauge conversion of the Kalol-Kadi-Katosan sec-
tion.On Tuesday, the Prime Minister will inaugurate
the UN Mehta Institute of Cardiology and Research
Centre in Gandhinagar, as well as more than 22,000
housing units built under the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana, collectively worth ?1,006 crore.He will also
lay the foundation stones for several new facilities,
including a new 1800-bed inpatient block with an out-
patient department in Ahmedabad, and a 500-bed
infectious diseases unit.As part of urban development
funding, Modi will distribute cheques totalling ?2,731
crore to 17 municipal corporations and ?569 crore to
149 municipalities under the Swarnim Jayanti
Mukhyamantri Shaheri Vikas Yojana for infrastruc-
ture-related works.

ECI Announces June Bypoll Schedule For Gujarat, Kerala, Punjab, West Bengal
The Election Commission of India (ECI) on Sunday
declared the schedule for by-elections to five Assembly
constituencies across Gujarat, Kerala, Punjab, and West
Bengal.As per the official announcement, polling in
these four states is scheduled to take place on 19 June,
with vote counting set for June 23.The Commission's
notification also outlined other key dates related to the
electoral process. The gazette notification will be issued
on May 26.Candidates will have until June 2 to file their

nominations, with scrutiny scheduled for June 3. The
final date for withdrawal of candidatures will be June
5.In March, the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) named its
leader Gopal Italia as its candidate for the Visavadar
Assembly seat in Gujarat.This constituency, located in
Junagadh district, has remained vacant since December
2023 following the resignation of AAP MLA Bhupendra
Bhayani, who subsequently joined the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP).
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Largest Economies in World: India Beats Japan, What Next?
India is turning out to be a glob-
al player when it comes to wider
economy and greater market
capitalisation. This can be
understood from the fact that
India has become the fourth
largest economy in the world by
beating Japan.Here is a look at
the market projection of India as
the future looks bright and
promising.India has officially
overtaken Japan to become the
world’s fourth-largest economy
by nominal GDP, according to
NITI Aayog CEO B.V.R.
Subrahma nyam. This milestone
reflects India’s sustained economic
growth, supported by reforms, favor-
able demographics, and geopolitical

stability.As per the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), India’s nomi-
nal GDP in 2024 reached $3.94 tril-
lion, placing it behind only the U.S.
($28.78 trillion), China ($18.53 tril-

lion), and Germany ($4.43 tril-
lion).Union Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal credited
this progress to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership
since 2014, highlighting the
government’s “Viksit Bharat”
(Developed India) vision. He
emphasized citizen participa-
tion and inclusive development
as key drivers behind this
leap.With continued growth,
India is projected to surpass
Germany by 2026 to become
the third-largest economy, and

by the early 2040s, it could potential-
ly challenge Japan’s and China’s lead,
depending on structural reforms and
global trends.

Another AP Ex-Minister Arrested!

This already known that former min-
ister in YS Jagan Cabinet Pinnelli
Ramakrishna Reddy was already
arrested and released by Andhra
Pradesh police in an electoral case.

Now it is the turn of
another Andhra
Pradesh farmer cabinet
Minister to face the
heat.Several YSR
Congress leaders are
accused of abusing
power and carrying out
antisocial activities
during Jagan’s time as
the chief of Andhra
Pradesh. One such
politician who faced
several allegations is

Kakani Govardhan Reddy who was a
former minister in the Jagan cabinet.
Govardhan Reddy is accused of mul-
tiple land grabbing and illegal mining
activities. In one such case that has

been filed against him, he has now
had to face the legal consequences as
he was arrested by Andhra Pradesh
police.Reportedly Andhra Pradesh
Police arrested Govardhan Reddy
while he was absconding in Kerala.
He is arrested in a case related to
usage of illegal explosives in mining
lands and also threatened the indige-
nous tribal communities that opposed
him.Govardhan Reddy had
approached the Andhra Pradesh High
Court and also the Supreme Court for
anticipatory bail, but his advance-
ments were rejected by the judicial
body. Subsequently, he was arrested
by the AP police in Kerala while he
was absconding and escaping police
action.

H-1B Issue: Walmart Cuts 1500 Jobs, Indian CTO Blamed!
It is already known that the
United States of America is wit-
nessing a very peculiar situation
with regard to the H1B visa
issuance process. It has become
an extremely elongated and tough
process to secure this visa these
days.In this context, the latest
plan of action implemented by
Walmart is rising more suspicion.
The company has reportedly fired
over 1500 people.Walmart recent-
ly announced that it will lay off
about 1,500 employees, mainly
from its technology team, online
shopping warehouses, and advertis-
ing department (Walmart Connect).
The company says this is part of a
bigger plan to improve how it oper-

ates and deal with current economic
challenges.These job cuts have
caused fresh debate about the H-1B
visa program in the U.S., which

allows companies to hire
skilled foreign workers.Some
people on social media are
blaming Indian-origin Chief
Technology Officer Suresh
Kumar, claiming that many
of Walmart’s tech workers
are from India on H-1B visas.
They believe the layoffs
might be done to hire more
foreign workers, although
there is no official proof of
this.This issue is part of a
larger trend in the tech indus-
try, where companies like

Google, Microsoft, Amazon, and oth-
ers have cut over 61,000 jobs this
year. These companies are trying to
reduce costs and update their systems.

Pawan Kalyan Reminds Tollywood Of Jagan’s Torture!
Andhra Pradesh, deputy chief minister,
Pawan Kalyan has delivered a strong and
resounding verdict to the members of
Telugu film industry. This is in view of the
recent theatres bandh that was called by
the exhibition sector.Frustrated with these
developments, the deputy chief minister
has written to the Telugu film industry and
used a hard set of words to explain his
intentions. He used the citation of the pre-
vious government and the kind of pressure
that it exerted on the film industry to prove
his point.Top actors, directors, and techni-

cians in the Telugu film industry faced a
lot of trouble and insults during the previ-
ous government. It seems like important
film organizations like the Telugu Film
Chamber, Producers’ Council, and Movie
Artists Association have forgotten these
incidents, Kalyan stated aMovies made
with investments of several crores need
full support. Also, people working in this
creative industry must be treated with
respect. Before the elections, leaders like
Chandrababu Naidu and Pawan Kalyan
clearly said that the government should not

act with bias or personal revenge.But the
previous government targeted individuals.
They created problems for films of people
they didn’t like sometimes even sent offi-
cials like Tahsildars to theatres during
releases to cause trouble. How can produc-
ers forget this?In contrast, the current
coalition government has shown that it
treats everyone equally. For example, even
when a film related to Akkineni
Nagarjuna’s family released, the Andhra
Pradesh government supported it properly.
The coalition believes the system must be

fair and should not trouble the people who
depend on it, the communication from the
DCM’s office read.

Trump Vs Harvard: Those
Student Details Are Key Now?

It is already known that the President of the United
States, Donald Trump has taken a pretty significant
stand against improper handling of international affairs.
In this context, he has banned the prestigious served
University from accepting international students in
view of the recent operational changes.After imposing
this ban on the intake of international students, Donald
Trump has now delivered shock to the Harvard
University and here is looking into the story.Trump pri-
marily appears to be frustrated by the fact that Harvard
has the majority of its elite students from the
International community, and he did not react kindly to
the same.Why isn't Harvard saying that almost 31% of
their students are from FOREIGN LANDS, and yet
those countries, some not at all friendly to the United
States, pay NOTHING toward their student's educa-
tion, nor do they ever intend to. Nobody told us that!We
want to know who those foreign students are, a reason-
able request since we give Harvard BILLIONS OF
DOLLARS, but Harvard isn't exactly forthcoming. We
want those names and countries. Harvard has
$52,000,000, use it, and stop asking for the Federal
Government to continue GRANTING money to you,
Trump stated.Trump further added that the federal gov-
ernment of United States might soon contemplate the
option of stopping the funding to the university due to
the kind of international student activity that is happen-
ing here.Trump has taken a stand where he is prioritis-
ing the American community over, and even Harvard
University is having to face the brunt of the attack. It
has to be seen where the situation would end up now.

Dhoni Last Match, But No Batting?
It is an open secret that MS Dhoni is the most popular play-
er in the IPL and this is despite the fact that it has been five
years since he had returned from international cricket. He
still commands a humongous following and his entry into
the stadium while stepping out to bat is a cinematic expres-
sion in itself.However, something extremely untoward hap-
pened in today’s game between Chennai and Gujarat, as
Dhoni could not come out to bat in the first innings.This
was primarily due to the disaster show put up by Jadeja,
who scored 21 runs from 18 balls with less than 120 strike
rate and messed up the opportunity of Dhoni coming up to
bat.Jadeja was not scoring many runs, and at the same time
was consuming many balls, and thus took away the oppor-
tunity for Dhoni to step out to bat. At one point, even
Chennai fans were hoping that Jadeja would get out which
would lead to Dhoni coming out to bat. But that did not hap-
pen.So in the final game of this season for Chennai and also,
what could be the final game of the IPL career for Dhoni, it
is very sad to note that he did not get the chance to bat. But
nevertheless, Chennai still managed to get to a pretty good
score of 230 runs in their first innings and will have to
defend the same to defeat Gujarat.
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