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12 years In America... couldn't find a job In India

After spending over a decade in the United
States, an Indian software developer with a
master's degree from the University of
Michigan is facing challenges in securing
employment within India's IT sector.
Despite his extensive experience as a full-
stack developer, his lack of familiarity
with the latest cloud technologies such as
Docker and Kubernetes is proving to be a
significant barrier. The decision to move
back to India was driven by his desire to be
closer to his aging parents and to provide
care for his unwell mother. Despite his
efforts over the last six months, only one

job interview has come his way, which did
not result in employment.The developer's
struggle was brought to light on a Reddit
post, garnering empathy and advice from
the online community. The consensus
among commenters was that there is a
clear need for him to update his skill set to
align with current IT industry require-
ments. Suggestions ranged from taking on
freelance projects and seeking remote
work opportunities to leveraging networks
within Indian technology firms and con-
sidering employment at startups. Some

even recommended he explore the possi-
1

bility of transferring to his American
employer's Indian branch or reconnect
with former colleagues to improve his job
prospects.Experts in the career field echo
the sentiment that staying abreast of tech-
nological advancements and actively
expanding professional networks is essen-
tial for enhancing employability in India's
competitive IT landscape. They emphasize
the importance of adaptability and contin-
uous learning as key to overcoming such
hurdles. The advice to engage more deeply
with the industry through various means
highlights a pathway forward for the engi-
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...In
a recent development, former international students
in the United States, particularly those engaged in
Optional Practical Training (OPT) programs or cur-
rently employed, are facing severe challenges due to
a shift in policy enforcement by the U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services (USCIS). A new directive,
known as the 'Issue of Notice to Appear' policy by
the USCIS, has put these students at risk of deporta-
tion. This initiative, part of the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS), involves the issuance of
notices based on undisclosed fraud investigations,
potentially leading to arrest and detention. Students
are being clandestinely accused of fraud related to
the OPT program, marking a significant escalation in
the scrutiny of international students' employment
practices.The crux of the issue lies in the operation of
certain companies that target recent graduates for
consulting positions, specifically aiming at those
holding OPT status. These entities offer employment
that purportedly requires further training, for which
the students are charged. Unfortunately, the quality
of this training is subpar, and often, the promised
projects that are crucial for fulfilling the OPT's work
experience criteria are non-existent. Consequently,
students find themselves in a predicament where
their professional engagements are merely nominal,
forcing them to pursue part-time jobs elsewhere to
support themselves. This deceptive practice not only
undermines the integrity of the OPT program but
also places the affected students in a precarious posi-
tion with immigration authorities.Despite the lack of
public warnings from the DHS about these fraudu-
lent schemes, actions are being taken against the
companies involved. Through raids and investiga-
tions, DHS is collecting information on employees,
including students enrolled in the OPT program. This
data is then cross-referenced with existing records to
identify individuals potentially involved in these
scams. This secretive approach by the DHS and
USCIS in labeling students as fraudsters without
their knowledge has led to heightened anxiety and
uncertainty among the international student commu-
nity.Given these alarming circumstances, immigra-
tion analysts are urging the affected students to
proactively seek legal assistance. They recommend
that students approach USCIS to clarify their situa-
tions and, if possible, have their names removed
from the implicated lists through a legal process.
This advice underscores the importance of address-
ing the issue head-on, as ignoring the situation could
result in severe legal and immigration conse-
quences.In light of these developments, it's clear that
international students, particularly those from India,
who are pursuing or have completed their OPT in the
U.S., are navigating a precarious landscape. With the
DHS and USCIS intensifying their efforts to clamp
down on OPT-related fraud, the need for vigilance
and proactive measures has never been more critical.
The community is encouraged to stay informed and
seek reputable legal guidance to navigate these chal-
lenges effectively.

The Indian government has introduced
changes to the passport application
process, mandating that individuals born
after September 30, 2023, exclusively
use their birth certificate as proof of date
of birth. This certificate must be issued
by an authorized body such as the
Registrar of Births and Deaths or the
Municipal Corporation. This is part of
the recent amendments to the Passport
Rules of 1980, detailed in a notification
released earlier this week. The revised
regulations are set to be implemented
following their publication in the offi-
cial gazette.For those born before
October 1, 2023, a variety of documents
can serve as proof of birth. These
include not only the birth certificate
from a recognized authority but also
other documents like a transfer or school
leaving certificate, a policy bond from
life insurance corporations, and even a
driving license, among others. For gov-
ernment employees or retirees, an
extract from their service record or pen-
sion order, appropriately attested, is
acceptable. Additionally, Aadhaar
Cards, PAN Cards, and Election Photo
Identity Cards are among the documents
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On March 1, in a harrowing
incident that shook the
Kasapuram village of
Anantapur, T Ramanjaneyulu, a
55-year-old man, took the life
of his 20-year-old daughter, T
Bharati, in a brutal act sparked
by her love affair. Police
reports reveal that
Ramanjaneyulu, unable to
accept his daughter's relation-
ship, resorted to hanging her in
an isolated location around 1
pm. To further conceal the
crime, he drenched her body in
petrol and set it on fire, aiming for
complete immolation. This act of
violence highlights the extreme
measures taken by a father against
his daughter's defiance and love
life. The tragedy unfolds further
details about Bharati and her rela-
tionship. Described as deeply in
love, Bharati had been with her
boyfriend for five years, a relation-
ship that faced strong opposition
from both families. Despite the dis-
approval, Bharati, who was pursuing
her graduation in Kurnool, and her
boyfriend, a fellow student in

4
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that the Indian government accepts
as proof of date of birth for passport
applications.Apart from proving
one's date of birth, applicants must
also provide proof of address. This
can be done through utility bills
such as water or electricity bills,
income tax assessment orders, or
even a Spouse's passport copy, pro-
vided it includes the applicant's
name and the addresses match. For
minors, a parent's passport copy can
be submitted. Moreover, a declaration
from the head of an orphanage or child
care home is valid for those without
standard proof of date of birth. The use
of an Aadhaar Card is encouraged as it
can speed up the passport application
process.The process of obtaining an
Indian passport requires applicants to
submit specific documents to verify
both their date of birth and address. For
individuals applying for a passport who
were born on or before September 30,
2023, the list of acceptable documents is
extensive. It includes educational cer-
tificates, insurance policy documents,
government service records, and various
identity cards issued by state and central
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Hyderabad, continued their relation-
ship. Bharati's commitment to her
love was so profound that she had
once threatened to end her life over
it. Her refusal to end the affair and
her threats of suicide reportedly
pushed her father over the edge,
leading to the fateful day in
Kasapuram.Bharati's background
paints a picture of a young woman
with promise and expectations
placed upon her. Among four daugh-
ters, she stood out as the only one
who pursued higher education. Her
parents, especially her father, had
high hopes for her future, seeing her
education as a beacon of success for

neer, suggesting that with the right strate-
gies, he can bridge the gap between his
current skills and the demands of the job
market.Despite the setbacks, the support
from the Reddit community underscores
the value of the developer's prior experi-
ence and suggests a hopeful outlook for his
career transition back to India. By focus-
ing on skill development and networking,
he can navigate the challenges of re-enter-
ing the Indian IT industry and secure a
position that leverages his extensive back-
ground in software development.

|

government bodies. For proof of
address, documents like a rent agree-
ment, bank account passbook, and cer-
tificates from employers of reputed
companies are valid.This update to the
Passport Rules of 1980 signifies the
Indian government's effort to streamline
the passport application process and
ensure the authenticity of applicants'
information. By requiring a birth certifi-
cate for those born after a certain date
and providing a comprehensive list of
alternative documents for others, the
government aims to facilitate a
smoother application process while
maintaining security and verification
standards.

the family. Unfortunately, her
aspirations and her family's
dreams were cut short in the
most tragic manner.In the
aftermath of Bharati's death,
Ramanjaneyulu surrendered to
the authorities, prompting
police action. The police are
now proceeding with legal
actions against him under
BNS Section 103, signifying
the gravity of the crime com-
mitted. This incident not only
sheds light on the fatal conse-
guences of familial disputes over
personal choices but also under-
scores the societal pressures and
expectations that can lead to such
extreme outcomes.Conclusively, the
loss of Bharati is a grim reminder of
the complexities surrounding family
dynamics, love, and societal norms.
It raises critical questions about
autonomy, love, and the lengths to
which familial disapproval can tragi-
cally lead. As the legal process
unfolds, it serves as a stark instance
of how deeply personal decisions
can result in irreversible actions and
loss.
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Rlvers that bullt a civi

In India, these waterways are more than
just sources of sustenance—they are
sacred, storied, and deeply interwoven
with the cultural, economic, and spiritual
fabric of the land, write BKP Sinha and
Arvind JhaThroughout history, nature and
human civilisation have shared a profound
and enduring connection. From the earliest
human settlements to today’s sprawling
urban centres, societies have evolved by
adapting to their environments, harnessing
natural resources, and responding to eco-
logical challenges.Among the many gifts
of nature, rivers have stood out as lifelines
of human progress. They offered fertile
plains for agriculture, freshwater for suste-
nance, and navigable routes for trade and
communication. From the Nile in Egypt to
the Ganga in India, these flowing bodies of
water became the cradle of civilisations.In
India, rivers are revered as divine entities-
symbols of purification, continuity, and
life itself. As Jawaharlal Nehru eloquently
wrote in The Discovery of India, the
Ganga is the very soul of India-an eternal,
flowing force that carries the memories,
aspirations, and history of its people. Its
waters, ever in motion, embody the
essence of civilisation: deeply rooted in
tradition, yet constantly evolving.Nowhere

IS the life-giving power of rivers more evi-
dent than in the rise of the Indus Valley
Civilisation, which thrived around 2500
BCE along the banks of the Indus and its
tributaries. It stands as one of the most
advanced urban societies of the ancient
world, marked by planned cities, drainage
systems, and a high degree of social organ-
isation. Major centres like Harappa in
Punjab and Mohenjo-Daro in Sindh-both
In present-day Pakistan-reflect how rivers
nurtured the growth of early civilisation.lIts
success was deeply rooted in the fertile
alluvial plains shaped by the annual
rhythm of the Indus River, whose seasonal
floods replenished the soil and made inten-
sive agriculture possible. To manage and
optimise these natural cycles, the inhabi-
tants developed efficient irrigation infra-
structure-canals, reservoirs, and wells that
supported farming even in semi-arid con-
ditions. Staple crops like wheat, barley,
peas, sesame, and cotton were grown and
stored in well-ventilated granaries, care-
fully designed to protect against pests and
spoilage. This agricultural prosperity not
only sustained a significant population but
also facilitated long-distance trade with
Mesopotamia, Persia, and Central
Asia.Centuries later, under the Maurya and

Gupta empires, cities such as Pataliputra
(modern-day Patna) flourished as major
political, administrative, and cultural cen-
tres. The Ganga played a pivotal role in
this transformation, serving as a vital
artery that connected distant regions of the
empire.This riverine connectivity spurred
the growth of market towns along its
banks, while organised systems of taxation
regulated commerce and ensured a stable
flow of revenue for the state.During the
Mughal era, the Ganges retained its strate-
gic importance, enabling the movement of
armies, officials, and resources, which
supported control across northern
India.Textiles from Varanasi, black pepper
and other spices from the southern interior,
and precious stones from the Deccan were
among the key goods transported along
these inland waterways. Surat, on the Tapi
River, became a prominent port for the
export of cotton and spices to the Persian
Gulf and Red Sea regions.Varanasi on the
Ganges thrived as a centre of silk weaving
and religious pilgrimage, drawing mer-
chants from across Asia. Hampi, on the
banks of the Tungabhadra, served as a hub
for trading diamonds, horses, and metal
goods.This legacy continued into the colo-
nial period when river transport became a

Towards purposeful

With the world looking to reduce
reliance on China, India’s political sta-
bility, consistent policies, and sizeable
operational capacity make it a key
alternativeOn an otherwise unremark-
able morning, | watched President
Trump’s press conference announcing
a significant shift in global trade. He
unveiled sweeping tariffs under the
“America First” banner, including a
staggering 104per cent tariff on China.
Meanwhile, the European Union is
considering a 25per cent retaliatory
levy, highlighting the rise of protec-
tionist sentiment in global policy. In
the complex arena of global geopoli-
tics, opportunities often emerge from
seemingly chaotic situations. India has
a notable track record of navigating
such challenges. During the pandemic,
it became the world’s pharmacy, deliv-
ering over two billion vaccine doses to
more than 90 nations and developing
praised digital platforms like CoWIN.
Amid the turmoil of the Russia-
Ukraine war, India adeptly increased
discounted oil imports from Russia,
stabilised domestic inflation, and
exported refined fuel to Europe, all
while maintaining a careful geopoliti-
cal balance.Let the world turn protec-
tionist. We shall turn purposeful. India
currently faces a 26 per cent tariff,
while key competitors like Vietnam,
Bangladesh, and China face much
higher rates of 46 per cent, 37 per cent,
and 34 per cent, respectively. Malaysia
has a comparable tariff of 24 per cent
but lacks India’s diverse export sectors.
India is well-positioned for long-term
growth with its scale, stable policies,
and demographic advantages.India is
becoming increasingly cost-competi-
tive in the global market as American
retailers reassess their sourcing strate-
gies. With the world looking to reduce
reliance on China, India’s political sta-
bility, consistent policies, and sizeable
operational capacity make it a key

sourcmg bases to reduce geopo-

! I|t|cal risk, and India stands out
" |as a viable and democratic alter-

alternative. Sectors like electronics are
poised for growth, especially as coun-
tries like China and Vietnam face high-
er tariffs. A prime example is Apple,
which is expanding partnerships with
Indian firms like Tata Electronics to
meet rising US demand. India could
further drive this trend, encouraging
firms to utilise India’s Production-
Linked Incentive scheme, enhancing
India’s position as a leading manufac-
turing hub.President Trump’s
announcement of a 104 per cent tariff
on Chinese imports marks a defining
moment in the evolution of U.S.-China
economic relations. It’s a sweeping
escalation affecting many industries
critical to American manufacturing and
consumption. The U.S. has long
depended on China as a dominant sup-
plier of machinery and electronics for
automobiles, electrical equipment, and
rare earth materials. For instance,
China accounts for nearly 27 per cent
of U.S. electrical and electronic equip-
ment imports and over 16 per cent of
machinery imports. Given how central
these sectors are to the U.S. economy,
a complete decoupling is neither easy
nor costless, so diplomatic reconcilia-
tion is still on the cards. However,
even if rapprochement occurs, the
long-term shift is already underway.
US corporations will diversify their

Inative.The United States has

/{become India’s largest trading

| |partner, reflecting significant

. |advancements in their relation-
[ship over the past decade.

F India’s growth. Additionally,

& Washington must ally with
India, a nation of 1.4 billion
people, to counterbalance
China.By engaging in early dia-
logue with the U.S. rather than con-
flict, India had strategically positioned
itself to negotiate favourable trade
terms and emerge as a trusted global
trade partner.At the same time, India is
putting itself for a multipolar trade
order, having signed over 10 Free
Trade Agreements in the last five years
with partners like the UAE and
Australia. Ongoing negotiations with
the EU, UK, and EFTA enhance its
commercial ties, giving Indian
exporters access to stable markets
while reducing disruption risks. India’s
structural transformation also supports
this shift with investments in people,
infrastructure, and innovation.The
country’s inward-focused yet globally
attuned-economic model allows for
key reforms to strengthen logistics and
regulatory processes. Commitment to
green manufacturing and robust digital
infrastructure ensures that Indian
exports are competitive and sustain-
able. This evolving trade landscape can
drive job creation and skill develop-
ment and attract foreign direct invest-
ment. With a growing consumer base,
India is poised to adapt to changes and
lead the global economy.The
Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO) projects a $50
billion opportunity arising from this
disruption. It is not merely a windfall
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crucial component of imperial trade strate-
gies. The Hooghly River in Bengal, a dis-
tributary of the Ganges, emerged as a key
route for the export of jute, indigo, and
textiles.Even in the post-independence era,
rivers continue to shape the economic and
cultural foundations of India.As the popu-
lation grew and food security became a
national priority, the role of rivers in agri-
culture became increasingly vital. The
Green Revolution of the 1960s, which dra-
matically increased food production, was
largely concentrated in river-fed regions
like the Punjab and western Uttar Pradesh,
where perennial rivers such as the Sutlej,
Beas, and Yamuna provided the necessary
water for intensive irrigation.The steady
flow of these rivers enabled the expansion
of vast canal networks, which distributed
water efficiently across agricultural lands,
supporting multi-cropping and the wide-
spread cultivation of water-intensive sta-
ples such as rice and wheat.In the eastern
plains, especially along the Ganges and
Brahmaputra, agriculture remains closely
tied to the seasonal rhythms of these
rivers. Annual floods, though sometimes
destructive, deposit nutrient-rich silt that
rejuvenates the soil, making the region one
of the most fertile in the country.

growth

— it marks a fundamental rebalancing
of global supply chains, with India
poised at the very axis of this new
commercial order. While a short-term
impact is inevitable, the PHD Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (PHDCCI)
has projected that India’s GDP would
see only a marginal 0.1 per cent effect
from the newly imposed US reciprocal
tariffs.It reflects the nation’s growing
domestic manufacturing strength, com-
petitive pricing, and strong policy sup-
port. The robustness of US domestic
demand and negotiations by American
importers seeking price relief will be
important to monitor.The Reserve
Bank of India’s recent decision to
reduce the repo rate by 25 basis points
— bringing it down from 6.25 per cent
to 6.00 per cent — is pivotal for the
Indian economy. With global supply
chains in flux due to intensifying US -
China trade tensions, this policy move
acts as a timely enabler for domestic
industry. Though volatile global capital
markets may obscure immediate
investor reactions, a reduction in the
repo rate typically nudges down
deposit rates, thereby lowering the cost
of funds for banks.This, in turn, is
expected to seep into reduced lending
rates across sectors, particularly bene-
fiting capital-intensive industries and
MSMEs. As borrowing becomes more
affordable, private investment is poised
to pick up momentum, especially in
export-linked sectors that should be
India’s first new orders as companies
may shift away from Chinese suppli-
ers.India, with its large domestic mar-
ket, developing industrial base, and
growing diplomatic ties, is positioned
to lead amidst global shifts. As supply
chains reshape and nations seek
dependable partners, India provides a
reliable path forward, fostering trade
and talent even as tariffs rise else-
where.
H N
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