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Supreme Court Dismisses Claim To Red Fort By Mughal
Descendant's Widow: 'Why Not Fatehpur Sikri, Taj Mahal?'
The Supreme Court dismissed a petition
filed by Sultana Begum, the widow of
the great-grandson of the last Mughal
emperor, Bahadur Shah Zafar II, seek-
ing ownership of the Red Fort - the
iconic 17th-century red sandstone mon-
ument in Delhi.Chief Justice Sanjiv
Khanna on Monday, responding to the
plea, remarked pointedly, "Why only
the Red Fort? Why not Fatehpur Sikri,
or the Taj Mahal?" referring to other
major Mughal-era structures. With a
hint of disbelief, he added, "You want to
argue this..." before declaring the peti-
tion "misconceived" and rejecting
it.According to an NDTV report,
Sultana Begum, who resides in Howrah

near Kolkata, claimed rightful owner-
ship of the Red Fort based on her line-
age as a direct descendant of the
Mughal dynasty.She argued that the
property had originally belonged to her
ancestors before it was seized by the

British following the First War
of Independence in 1857. After
the rebellion, Bahadur Shah
Zafar II was exiled and all impe-
rial properties were confiscat-
ed.This was not her first
attempt. In 2021, she
approached the Delhi High
Court with a similar plea, citing
the government's recognition in
1960 of her late husband, Bedar
Bakht, as a descendant and legal

heir of Bahadur Shah Zafar II.At that
time, the government began issuing him
a pension, which was transferred to her
after his death in 1980. However, she
argued the amount was inadequate to

meet her basic needs.She further
alleged that the government had illegal-
ly taken possession of the Red Fort and
that the refusal to offer sufficient com-
pensation constituted a violation of her
constitutional rights-specifically,
Article 300A, which protects individu-
als from being deprived of their lawful
property without legal authority.The
Delhi High Court rejected her petition
in 2021. Three years later, she appealed
the decision, claiming delays in filing
were due to her illiteracy and poor
health .However, the Supreme Court
refused to entertain the case, citing that
the appeal had been filed too late and
lacked merit.

Delhi’s alarming gaps in climate preparedness
What initially felt like relief from scorch-
ing temperatures quickly spiralled into a
climate disaster, paralysing infrastructure,
claiming lives, and laying bare the capi-
tal’s deep vulnerabilities in the face of
increasingly erratic weather patterns driv-
en by climate changeDelhi, which is still
recuperating from a severe heatwave that
drove temperatures near 50°C, experi-
enced another unexpected weather event
this week — a sudden and unprecedented
downpour that brought large parts of the
capital to a halt. Within just 24 hours,
Delhi recorded 228.1 mm of rainfall,
exceeding the city’s typical total for the
entire month of June by over three times.
The intense rain resulted in widespread
waterlogging, traffic congestion, cancella-
tion of several flights, infrastructural dam-
age, and even fatalities. In one heartbreak-
ing instance, four individuals lost their
lives when a tree fell on a house during the
storm.What began as a respite from the
extreme heat quickly turned into a disaster.
This extreme occurrence prompts urgent
questions regarding the city’s capacity to
manage such climaticchallenges. It under-
scores the vulnerability of Delhi’s infra-
structure and the inadequate preparation
we have to confront the increasing effects
of climate change.Experts indicate that cli-
mate change is a significant factor con-
tributing to the occurrence of such heavy
rainfall events. As global temperatures
increase, the atmosphere retains more
moisture, resulting in brief yet extremely
intense rain showers. This pattern is pre-
dicted to become more frequent, particu-
larly in densely populated cities like Delhi,
which are dealing with haphazard develop-
ment and insufficient green spaces.The
urban heat island effect also plays an
important role in such extreme weather
events. With extensive concrete areas and
limited vegetation, Delhi tends to retain
heat, which can lead to localised weather
disturbances, exacerbating the rainfall’s
effects.The rapid expansion of the city has
additionally put pressure on its natural
drainage systems. Many drains are
blocked with plastic and waste, and
numerous natural watercourses havebeen
covered over or encroached upon. These

issues diminish the city’s capacity to
absorb rainfall, turning even moderate
rainfall into a flood-like
situation.Inadequate drainage, decreasing
green areas, and poor urban planning ren-
der Delhi particularly susceptible. Much of
the city is covered with concrete, hinder-
ing water from infiltrating the soil.
Consequently, rainwater has no place to
go. When intense rainfall occurs, it over-
whelms the drainage system, resulting in
road flooding and disrupting transporta-
tion and daily activities.To address this
issue, urgent actions need to be imple-
mented. All drainage systems must be
cleared before the onset of the monsoon
season. Areas prone to flooding should be
pinpointed, and effective flood manage-
ment solutions should be established.
Emergency services must receive training
and be prepared, while timely and exten-
sive public alerts regarding weather condi-
tions and traffic must be communicated.
Raising public awareness on actions to
take and avoid during such events is equal-
ly crucial. Campaigns to educate people on
safety measures during floods can con-
tribute to saving lives and minimising
damage. Individuals should be informed
about secure routes, how to mitigate elec-
trocution hazards, what essentials to keep
accessible during emergencies, and how to
assist others securely. Another significant
concern that has arisen is the risk posed by
trees falling during heavy rainfall. In the
recent downpour on Friday, four individu-
als lost their lives due to such an occur-
rence.This has turned into a persistent

issue in Delhi. Many of the trees in
the city are not well-suited to
urban conditions. They are planted
in limited spaces surrounded by
concrete, which impedes root
development. Over time, this con-
tributes to their weakness and
instability. Without appropriate
maintenance or evaluation, these
trees turn into a hidden danger to
both life and property during
storms. The Government must
promptly carry out an assessment
to pinpoint trees that are at risk of
toppling. Ageing and poorly

anchored trees should be either removed or
reinforced. Future planting efforts should
emphasise native species that are more
compatible with Delhi’s climate.
Sufficient open space around trees is cru-
cial for robust root growth.In the future,
Delhi requires a comprehensive strategy to
address disasters — particularly those
related to climate change. The city’s disas-
ter management initiatives must conform
to the global Sendai Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction, which highlights
four essential priority areas for action. To
begin with, Delhi should enhance its com-
prehension of disaster risks. This involves
improving weather prediction, risk assess-
ment, and early alert systems. Every pub-
lic service department needs to recognise
the risks and be trained for prompt
action.Next, there should be stronger col-
laboration among Government agencies.
No single organisation can manage disas-
ter risk reduction alone. All departments
— such as municipal services, healthcare,
transportation, education, law enforce-
ment, and others — must cooperate. Each
department should develop its disaster
management plan, defining its roles and
responsibilities before, during and after a
disaster, accompanied by standard operat-
ing procedures that are implemented when
a disaster is anticipated.Furthermore, the
city needs to invest in improved infrastruc-
ture. This encompasses stormwater
drainage systems, flood defences, more
robust roads and buildings, and the estab-
lishment of parks and ponds to handle
excess water. Nature-based solutions, like

wetland restoration and the preservation of
green areas, can significantly help in min-
imising flood risks.Lastly, disaster readi-
ness should be enhanced at all levels.
Routine mock drills, training sessions, and
public awareness initiatives should be car-
ried out. Communities need to be equipped
with the necessary skills and knowledge to
respond effectively during emergencies. In
any disaster scenario, the community acts
as the first line of defence. Well-informed
and trained citizens can greatly help in
decreasing casualties and damages.To
implement these ideas, Delhi requires a
comprehensive and practical action strate-
gy. This strategy should detail specific
measures for each of the four key focus
areas, designate responsibilities to various
departments, and create a clear protocol
for response. Once a weather alert is
issued, departments should avoid delays
due to meetings. They must adhere to a
predetermined course of action to min-
imise confusion and safeguard
lives.Collaborating with national organisa-
tions such as the India Meteorological
Department and the National Disaster
Management Authority is essential. By
sharing information, coordinating plans,
and responding together, the overall effec-
tiveness of disaster management can be
greatly enhanced.The increasing chal-
lenges climate change poses necessitate a
shift from reactive responses to proactive
planning. Delhi must prepare itself to
withstand nature’s onslaught instead of
being caught unprepared repeatedly.Given
the densely populated areas, ageing infra-
structure, and erratic weather patterns, the
capital needs to foster resilience immedi-
ately. The recent rainfall disaster should
serve as a pivotal moment. It has high-
lighted the ramifications of unprepared
urban environments when faced with natu-
ral events.If action is not taken promptly,
these disasters will only escalate in severi-
ty and frequency. Now is the time for
Delhi to focus on preparation — not just in
response, but also in prevention and build-
ing resilience. Strategies involving plan-
ning, coordination, investment, and public
education are crucial tools to safeguard the
capital in the future.
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Trump Gives Bad News To Tollywood! External
It is a known fact that the
Telugu film industry is
largely dependant on the
United States box office
for massive revenue gener-
ation. This is mainstay due
to the fact that our Telugu
films generics bring big
revenues from the United
States.This is also the rea-
son why the U.S. distribu-
tors pay such big amounts
to Telugu films which
again goes back into the
production costs of the
films. But for a change,
things are starting to take a
very bad turn now. This is mainly
due to the latest announcement
from the president of United
States Donald Trump.Trump had
announced a new tariff model that
imposes 100% tariff on foreign
films in the U.S. which directly
affects the Telugu film industry
and also other Indian films.The

latest statement from trump goes
like “The Movie Industry in
America is DYING a very fast
death. Other Countries are offer-
ing all sorts of incentives to draw
our filmmakers and studios away
from the United States.
Hollywood, and many other areas
within the U.S.A., are being dev-

astated.This is a concerted
effort by other Nations
and, therefore, a National
Security threat. It is, in
addition to everything
else, messaging and prop-
aganda!Therefore, I am
authorizing the
Department of
Commerce, and the
United States Trade
Representative, to imme-
diately begin the process
of instituting a 100%
Tariff on any and all
Movies coming into our
Country that are produced

in Foreign Lands. WE WANT
MOVIES MADE IN AMERICA,
AGAIN!” The statement read.This
means that all the Telugu films
henceforth will come under 100%
tariff banner which is a very bad
thing. It has to be seen how
Tollywood and our producers will
react to the same.

Amidst Growing Tensions, Things Getting Escalated Between India and Pakistan!

The recent Pahalgam terrorist
attack which claimed the lives of
27 innocent Indian civilians is one
of the most infamous attacks in
recent times. The government of
India and the army have reacted
sharply to this as the relations
between the two countries have
taken a serious blow.In this con-
text, the tensions between India

and Pakistan
have escalated
following a
deadly terror-
ist attack in
P a h a l g a m ,
Jammu &
Kashmir, on
April 22,
where mili-
tants opened
fire on a
tourist bus,
killing 28 and
injuring sev-

eral others.The assault, reportedly
carried out by Pakistan-bac ked
militants, has sparked out rage
across In dia and rene wed calls for
stronger counter-terrorism meas-
ures. In the wake of the attack,
security has been heightened along
the border, and diplomatic rela-
tions have grown more

strained.Amidst this turmoil, for-
mer Pakistan Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto’s recent remarks
have drawn attention. In a candid
statement, Bhutto admitted that
extremism in Pakistan has spiraled
out of control and poses a grave
threat to both regional and internal
stability. He criticized past govern-
ments and religious factions for
nurturing radical elements, warn-
ing that the consequences are now
being felt both domestically and
internationally.The combination of
escalating militant violence and
internal acknowledgment of
extremism has placed Pakistan
under increased global scrutiny. As
diplomatic pressure mounts, both
nations are on edge, with the inter-
national community urging
restraint and demanding accounta-
bility to prevent further deteriora-
tion in South Asia’s fragile peace.

India Begins Work On Hydroelectric Projects In Kashmir Amid Indus Treaty Suspension With Pakistan
India has commenced efforts to increase reservoir
capacity at two hydroelectric facilities in the
Himalayan region of Kashmir, according to a
report by Reuters.The move marks India's first
substantive action outside the framework of the
Indus Waters Treaty-an accord that has remained
intact since 1960 despite multiple wars and ongo-
ing hostilities between the two nuclear-armed
neighbours.The Baglihar Dam, seen a day after
India cut the flow of water through the Dam on
the Chenab River, following suspension of the
Indus Waters Treaty in the aftermath of the
Pahalgam terror attack, in Ramban district, J&K,
Monday, May 5, 2025.However, last month, New
Delhi suspended the treaty following a deadly
attack in Kashmir that left 26 people dead. Two of
the three attackers were reportedly identified as
Pakistani nationals. The treaty guarantees water
access to roughly 80% of Pakistani
agriculture.Pakistan, which denies involvement in
the attack, has warned that any attempt to halt or
divert water flow into its territory would be
regarded as "an act of war" and has threatened to
pursue international legal action.On Thursday,
India began a process known as "reservoir flush-
ing" to remove sediment buildup, carried out by
the state-run NHPC Ltd, India's largest

hydropower company, in coordination with
authorities in the union territory of Jammu and
Kashmir, according to three sources.While the
current activity may not immediately disrupt
water flow to Pakistan-which relies heavily on
rivers that pass through India for both irrigation
and hydroelectric power-it could pose a longer-
term risk if more projects follow suit. The region
hosts over half a dozen such projects.Sources
noted that India did not notify Pakistan before ini-
tiating work at the Salal and Baglihar plants, built
in 1987 and 2008/09 respectively. This marks the
first time such maintenance has been conducted,
previously prohibited under treaty terms.ensitive
nature of the situation, all sources requested
anonymity as they were not authorised to speak to
the media, reported Reuters.India and Pakistan
have fought two of their three wars over Kashmir
since the partition in 1947, alongside several
smaller military skirmishes.The sediment flush-
ing operation took place over three days begin-
ning 1 May, according to sources."This is the first
time such an operation has been conducted. It will
enhance power generation efficiency and protect
turbine integrity," one source explained.Local res-
idents along the Chenab River in Jammu and
Kashmir said they observed water being released

from both dams from Thursday to
Saturday.Reservoir flushing involves nearly
emptying the water body to expel sediment
deposits that hinder energy production. One
source noted that Salal's 690-megawatt
plant has consistently underperformed due
to sedimentation, with similar issues affect-
ing output at the 900-megawatt Baglihar
facility."Flushing isn't routine, as it causes
significant water loss," said another source.
"Downstream countries are typically
informed in advance, particularly if there's a
risk of flooding."Both dam projects were
constructed after extensive bilateral negoti-
ations, with Pakistan long concerned about
reduced water access.Under the 1960 Indus
Waters Treaty, which allocated control of the
Indus and its tributaries between the two coun-
tries, India had also been sharing hydrological
data and issuing flood alerts to Pakistan.India's
water minister recently declared the country's
intention to prevent "even a drop" of Indus river
water from reaching Pakistan.Though India can-
not abruptly halt river flows due to treaty limita-
tions-allowing only run-of-the-river hydropower
schemes without major water storage-the suspen-
sion enables more unilateral action."The suspen-

sion gives India the liberty to carry on projects at
its own discretion," said Kushvinder Vohra, a for-
mer chief of the Central Water Commission and a
veteran of Indo-Pakistani water
negotiations.Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
administration has previously called for renegoti-
ating the treaty. The two countries have also
attempted to resolve disputes over reservoir
design and water storage at the Kishenganga and
Ratle hydropower projects via the Permanent
Court of Arbitration in The Hague.r

Rajnath Singh Assures Strong Response To
Pahalgam Terror Attack, Echoes Modi’s Resolve

In response to the Pahalgam terrorist assault, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh promised the people a robust
response and reiterated that the country's demand for
justice would be met under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's direction. Singh said that it is his responsibility
as the defence minister to provide a "befitting reply" to
those who dare to attack India during his remarks at the
Sanskriti Jagran Mahotsav in Delhi on Sunday."You
know our PM very well, you are familiar with his work-
ing style, determination," Singh said, referencing Prime
Minister Modi's "working style" and resolution. I want
to reassure you that your wishes would undoubtedly be
fulfilled under PM Narendra Modi's direction. He went
on to say that India's power comes from both its rich
cultural heritage and its spirituality, in addition to its
military prowess.The defence minister's comments
coincide with widespread indignation over the terror
incident in Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir, on April 22
that killed 26 innocent, the majority of whom were
tourists. One of the bloodiest civilian attacks in the
Kashmir Valley in recent memory occurred when gun-
men opened fire at Baisaran meadow close to the
town.Prime Minister Modi presided over a high-level
security conference earlier this week that included the
heads of the three armed forces, National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval, and Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh. Modi reiterated during the discussion that India's
military had "complete operational freedom" to decide
on the strategy, timing, and objectives of the country's
reaction to the terrorist attack. He declared, "It is our
national resolve to deliver a crushing blow to terror-
ism," underscoring the government's unwavering com-
mitment.With tensions still high and calls for swift
retaliation growing, the government's reaction plan is
still being closely monitored. Singh's most recent
remarks reaffirm the central government's message of
decisive action and let enemies know that India will not
put up with such provocations.
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