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Bangladesh on ecge: Election aeadlock Sparks tensions

Key power centers are issuing conflicting ulti-
matums, while suspicions of delay, conspiracy,
and unrest simmer just beneath the surface. With
Yunus’ interim Government under increasing
pressure and opposition factions threatening agi-
tation, Bangladesh appears poised for a
showdownls turmoil brewing in Bangladesh?
According to a report in The Daily Star of May
28, 2025, Muhammad Yunus, on a four-day visit
to Japan at the time of writing, told former
Japanese prime minister and Japan-Bangladesh
Parliamentary Friendship League President, Taro
Aso, that elections to Bangladesh’s National
Parliament will be held by June 2026, under any
circumstance. Yunus, who, as chief adviser, is
the head of Bangladesh’s interim Government,
had further said that the interim administration
was focusing on three priorities — reforms, the
trials of the perpetrators of political violence and
the forthcoming national elections.According to
a report in the Dhaka Tribune of the same date,
echoing Yunus, his press secretary, Shafiqul
Alam, said after his meeting with Taro Aso, that
Yunus was moving forward with three specific
agendas — reform, trial (of fascist elements),
and election. “He will announce a specific date
for the elections once everything is ready.”On
the other hand, addressing virtually from
London, a rally organised by three front organi-
sations of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) — the Chhatra Dal, the Jubo Dal and the
Swechhasebak Dal — the party’s acting chair-
man, Tariqgue Rahman, said on May 28, “We call

on the interim Government: national elections
must be held by this December.” Emphasising
that elections must take place “within this time-
frame,” he asked his “dear countrymen” to pre-
pare to ensure that national elections were held
by December. Alleging that certain factions with-
in the Government were conspiring to delay the
elections, he added, “It appears that efforts to
stall the upcoming election have already begun.
The future of the election seems entangled in
endless debates over so-called minor and major
reforms. People are beginning to believe that
these reform discussions are merely tactics to
buy time, and that some within and outside the
interim Government may have ulterior
motives.”Earlier, addressing virtually a discus-
sion marking the 18th anniversary of the found-
ing of the National People’s Party in Dhaka, on
May 25, 2025, he had called for constructive
criticism of the Government, irrespective of
whether it was an elected Government, an inter-
im Government or a caretaker Government.The
country’s people were not at the mercy of the
Government, which must fulfil their legitimate
demands.According to a report published in
Prothom Alo English, the English language edi-
tion of Bangladesh’s leading Bengali daily,
Prothom Alo, General Waker-Uz-Zaman, the
country’s Chief of Army Staff, had said during
an address to Bangladesh Army officers of dif-
ferent ranks stationed in Dhaka, on May 21,
2025, that the next national election should be
held by December 2025. Noting that his stance

on the issue remained unchanged, he added that
it was the right of an elected Government to
determine the country’s future course.General
Waker-Uz-Zaman also stated that a decision
regarding the transfer of the control of the New
Mooring Container Terminal (NCT) at
Chattogram port to foreign entities, should be
taken by a political Government, which should
also decide on facilitating the establishment of a
humanitarian corridor for the passage of aid to
Myanmar’s Rakhine state. Regarding the much-
vaunted reforms, he said he had no idea of what
they were as he was not consulted about them.
The National Citizen Party, established on
February 28, 2025, by the students who were at
the forefront of the movement that ousted Sheikh
Hasina, is apparently in no hurry to hold the
elections. According to a report in The Daily
Star of April 17, 2025, Nahid Islam, the party’s
convenor, told the press in Dhaka on April 16,
that the administration was helping the BNP and
free and fair elections were not possible under it.
He also said that his party sought fundamental
reforms leading to qualitative changes in the
state. Moving towards elections without structur-
al changes would be dangerous for the country
and his party would have to consider whether to
participate in such an election or not. According
to another report in The Daily Star of April 21,
2025, Nasiruddin Patwari, the NCP’s Chief
Coordinator, who met Bangladesh’s Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) at the head of a
delegation of his party, had urged him to hold

the election only after the full implementation of
electoral reforms, which should be possible
under the timeframe suggested by Yunus. Other
NCP leaders have said that elections should be
held only after the trial and punishment of
Sheikh Hasina and other Awami League leaders
(whom they have proclaimed mass
murderers).Clearly, there are two divergent posi-
tions — one by Yunus and the student leaders,
and the other by the BNP and the Bangladesh
Army — on the timing of the elections. The
Jamaat-e-1slami Bangladesh, extremely close at
one time to the BNP when it had two important
ministers in the coalition Government headed by
its leader, Begum Khaleda Zia, is leaning
towards Yunus, stating the latter’s choice of the
time for the next parliamentary elections was
acceptable to it. The party, which is in close
touch with other fundamentalist Islamic political
organisations and parties like the Hefazat-e-
Islam and Islami Andolan Bangladesh, is clearly
keeping its options open. On the other hand,
relations between Yunus, the BNP and the army
are not of the friendliest kind. Aligned with
Yunus is the Council of Advisers running the
interim Government and the National Citizen
Party. Things are turning increasingly nasty.
According to a report in Dhaka Tribune, Zainul
Abedin Farroque, a member of the BNP
Chairperson’s Advisory Council, told a rally on
March 12, 2025, that the new party (NCP) was
now trying “to create chaos to delay the elec-
tion...

The evolution of state-controlled humanity

Today, as predictive policing, biometric
surveillance, and algorithmic profiling
silently erode human dignity, we must
confront a stark truth: the architecture of
inhumanity has evolved, not ended Last
week, Japan released the service records of
officers and soldiers before its defeat in
1945, made public on May 15 by the
country’s National Archives. The docu-
ments revealed that some personnel were
assigned to clandestine units in China: one
in Nanjing, identified as Unit 1,644, and
another in Guangzhou, numbered 8,604.
The military personnel in these units
reportedly conducted bacteriological
experiments on human subjects. Until
now, only Unit 731, located near Harbin
— now in China’s Heilongjiang province
— was known for carrying out such activ-
ities from 1938 until the end of the Second
World War.” The service records confirm
the existence in China of a network of
units conducting these experiments and
coordinating their activities,” explained
Katsuo Nishiyama, emeritus professor at
Shiga University of Medical Science and a
specialist in Japan’s imperial-era biologi-
cal weapons programmes. Units 1,644 and
8,604 — with the one in Nanjing being the
largest — were overseen, like Unit 731, by
the Tokyo-based Epidemic Prevention and
Water Purification Department.Their pri-
mary activity reportedly involved experi-
menting on humans to enable Japan to
develop biological weapons, in flagrant
violation of the 1925 Geneva Protocol pro-
hibiting chemical and biological warfare.
Yet the significance of this week’s release
gains graver depth when juxtaposed with
the declassified “Top Secret” CIA corre-
spondence from 1947, in which Shiro Ishii
— the commanding figure of Unit 731 —
is directly implicated in aerial dispersion
of plague-infested fleas and cholera bacte-
ria over Chinese cities.In one instance, 70
kilograms of typhoid and five kilograms of
cholera bacilli were manufactured and
released by Ishii and 100 subordinates in
Hangzhou. In another, experiments using
anthrax and plague bacilli on condemned

Manchurian prisoners were personally
supervised by Ishii and his staff. The

American legal section in Tokyo, reporting :
these atrocities, concluded that Ishii’s [F

group had likely violated rules of land
warfare but crucially, advised no prosecu-
tions, citing the need for
corroboration.That corroboration never
came. What did come was immunity,

offered quietly by US occupation authori- &
ties in exchange for data. There is an [~

unsettling quality to the revelation, not
because it surprises us, but because it
reminds us of how efficiently modern
states have learned to obscure their darkest
pursuits behind the sterile veneer of
bureaucratic documentation. We are no
longer startled by the grotesque — we are
merely resigned to its recurrence. What
Unit 731, and now Units 1,644 and 8,604,
represent is not merely historical horror
but the forebear of a continuously evolving
paradigm of institutionalised cruelty — an
apparatus where the individual ceases to
be human and is instead transmuted into a
datum, a utility, a variable in a clandestine
calculus of power.The atrocities commit-
ted by these units were not anomalies of
madness; they were clinically executed
projects of rationalised inhumanity.
Vivisections without anaesthesia, frostbite
studies on bare limbs, forced plague infec-
tions, weaponisation of cholera through
aerial dispersal — these were not the
sadistic whims of deranged soldiers but
calculated scientific undertakings, sanc-
tioned at the highest echelons of military
command. When former assistants recall
slicing open conscious prisoners as a mat-
ter of scientific routine, when the nomen-
clature of “maruta” — wooden logs — is
used to refer to living human beings, we
are not witnessing a collapse of civilisation
but its macabre reconfiguration. The
human subject was rendered not just dis-
posable, but conceptually void. There was
no crime, for there was no victim — mere-
ly an object, a component, a specimen. It
would be a profound error to treat this as a
pathology unique to Imperial Japan. State-

What distinguishes today’s iteration of

state violence is its ideological
hygiene.The horror is antiseptic and

21| anonymised. Whereas Ishii’s atrocities

~{left charred remnants and eyewitnesses,
our age’s ethical transgressions are
encoded in machine learning protocols,

" =“|buried in terms and conditions, and

obfuscated by the language of optimisa-
tion. We no longer need euphemisms
like “maruta” — the human subject dis-

‘== appears not through crude renaming but

sponsored erasure of personhood is not a
historical relic. It is a modality — mutable,
adaptive, and increasingly sophisticated.
Where once scalpels and serums sufficed,
today’s instruments of control are algo-
rithms, neural interfaces, predictive polic-
ing matrices and biometric surveillance.
The sinews of tyranny have grown digital.
The terror of Unit 731 was visceral, it bled,
it screamed. The terror of the modern sur-
veillance state is silent and seamless. It
categorises rather than dissects, but the
telos remains the same: to redefine the
human not as a sovereign moral entity, but
as an input to a system. The apotheosis of
the state is not its capacity to Kill, but its
ability to render lives irrelevant except as
data points. Drones do not deliberate the
value of human life; they execute based on
geofenced logic. Predictive policing does
not inquire about innocence; it infers guilt
from behaviour correlations.Social credit
systems do not discern the soul of a citi-
zen; they tabulate conformity and punish
deviation. These are not speculative
dystopias. They are extant practices, legit-
imised under the aegis of security, efficien-
cy, and progress. The biologically pro-
grammed disregard for ethical limits seen
in Unit 731 found its outrageous apogee in
a scalpel carving through living flesh.
Today, that disregard finds new form in
facial recognition systems that can trigger
detainment for dissent, in Al models that
silently filter refugees from digital asylum
queues, and in neural marketing that subtly
hijacks cognition to monetise impulse.

=Ithrough the algorithmic excision of
identity itself. Japan’s post-war evasion of
justice for Unit 731 exemplifies how his-
torical crimes are not merely covered up,
but strategically repurposed.The US, in its
Cold War paranoia, traded immunity for
Ishii’s “research”. Here, too, lies a univer-
sal pattern: when power converges with
information, morality is sidelined. And
yet, a culture that never reckons with its
past cannot apprehend the shape of its
future. The denial of Unit 731’s legacy, the
institutional amnesia surrounding the bio-
logical experimentation programmes, and
the deliberate reintegration of war crimi-
nals into academic and industrial life — all
these signal a deeper malaise. It is not just
that crimes were committed, but that the
moral infrastructure of accountability was
never built. The machinery of forgetting
was as meticulous as the machinery of
death. Today, this machinery has been
automated. Today, individuals face a state
that no longer relies on physical force but
on predictive data and emotion recogni-
tion. Borders are controlled by neural net-
works, and social order is shaped by
engagement metrics.Our right to privacy
fades daily through devices we willingly
carry. We live in an age where code, not
just Governments, defines us — deciding
mortgages, profiling travellers, and moni-
toring communities. These informational
eugenics focus on behaviour, not biology,
with efficiency replacing cruelty. Sove
reignty now lies in modelling and control-
ling life, where humans are measured by
machines beyond our understanding.
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Following clashes between armed groups and militias in Tripoli
Libyans have protested and called for political changelt may be
comparatively calm this week but Libya's western capital Tripoli
remains in turmoil.Earlier in May, violence broke out between
armed groups and pro-government forces after Prime Minister
Abdul Hamid Dbeibah issued a decree ordering the dismantling of
armed militias, including the influential Stabilization Support
Apparatus, or SSA, militia. The head of the SSA was
killed.According to the UN, the resulting violence killed eight
civilians in Tripoli. Later another 58 bodies were found in a hospi-
tal under the SSA's control,"The latest fighting in Tripoli that
resulted in civilian casualties is a strong indication of the fragility
of the situation," Hanan Salah, Libya researcher and associate
director in the Middle East and North Africa division at Human
Rights Watch, told DW. "The sheer recklessness of the warfare that
Human Rights Watch documented in the middle of civilian neigh-
borhoods shows the blatant disregard these armed groups have for
the life and livelihoods of civilians," she said.Since 2014, Libya
has been split into two, with opposing governments located in the
east and west of the country. A United Nations-backed administra-
tion known as the Government of National Unity is based in
Tripoli in the west and headed by Dbeibah. Its rival, known as the
House of Representatives, is based in the east, in Tobruk and head-
ed by Prime Minister Ossama Hammad. He is supported by former
warlord-turned-politician Khalifa Haftar.In the east, Haftar has
managed to consolidate control over various armed militias under
his command, ruling with an iron fist. In the west, Dbeibah has tol-
erated different militias competing. Observers say the recent fight-
ing in Tripoli indicates that Dbeibah is now trying to do the same
as Haftar and consolidate control over militias in the west too.In
mid-May, the fighting ended after a few days with an undisclosed
agreement between the militias and Dbeibah's administration. It
was followed by popular protests. People demanded national elec-
tions as well as a return to the drafting of a constitution: Both were
halted when a peace process under UN leadership failed in
December 2021.Thousands also called for a Dbeibah's resigna-
tion.Dbeibah did not address those calls. In a televised speech he
said, "we will welcome all those who choose to stand with the
state... and we will sideline those who resort to blackmail and cor-
ruption. Our goal is a Libya free of militias and
corruption."Observers agree that Dbeibah's key objective is likely
to consolidate power and influence.In May thousands of Libyans
called for Prime Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah s
resignationUnsolved problems”In recent years the conflict [in
Libya] has been frozen as the spoils have been divided among the
various actors,"” Tim Eaton, a senior research fellow with the
Middle East and North Africa programme at London-based think
tank Chatham House, said.Over time, "these groups had been com-
peting against one another to grab ever greater parts of the Libyan
state," he told DW.In a recent piece for the think tank's website,
Eaton wrote that the contest had been exacerbated this May over
"a dispute over control of a state institution, the Libyan Post,
Telecommunications and Information Technology Company,
which operates valuable monopolies in the telecommunications
sector."In his view, the current situation is very perilous. "There
clearly is a threat of a slide into another bout of civil war," he told
DW.But, Eaton and other experts say, there's also some
hope."There is a real shot for the UN to capitalize on this moment
to make some political progress,” Eaton told DW. "This set of
actions also seems to present an opportunity to reinvigorate the
political track. When there were other outbreaks of significant
conflict in Tripoli in 2014 and 2020, political change did follow,"
he pointed out.In 2014, fighting in Tripoli ended with the country
splitting in half. In 2020, a UN-led political process to appoint a
new government was started. This month's crisis could well "repre-
sent a significant opportunity to begin changing the course of
events by moving toward holding parliamentary and presidential
elections," agrees Mohammed al-Dairi, a former foreign minister
for the Tripoli-based government in the east. "The first step in this
direction is the formation of a unified government that ends the
institutional division currently plaguing our country," he told
DW.Meanwhile, the United Nations Support Mission in Libya, or
UNSMIL, first launched in 2011 to help facilitate a political
process that would lead to democratic elections in Libya, has pub-
lished a new report that outlines four options which could serve as
a roadmaptowards ending the country's difficult transitional
phase.The options include conducting presidential and legislative
elections simultaneously or conducting parliamentary elections
first, followed by the adoption of a permanent constitution. They
also include adopting a permanent constitution before elections, or
alternatively establishing a political dialogue committee to finalize
electoral laws and define executive authority and a permanent con-
stitution."Libya's parties have to come to a consensus,"” HRW's
Salah points out. "The human rights crisis and political divisions
in Libya will not be solved overnight,” she told DW. "Conducting
free and fair elections is elusive today but at the end of the day,
what option do the competing Libyan parties really have?"
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As announced by the
President of the United
States, Donald Trump him-
self, tech entrepreneur
Elon Musk was one of the

the Trump campaign in the
recent American elec-
tions.Even after Trump
won the election , it was
Musk who took care of the
major majority of the oper-
ations and continued to
play decisive role in the gov-
ernment.But the latest news is
that Elon Musk, the CEO of
Tesla and SpaceX, has decid-
ed to leave President Donald
Trump’s advisory council.
Musk made this decision after
Trump announced that the
United States would withdraw
from the Paris Climate
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Agreement.The Paris
Agreement is a global deal
between countries to fight cli-
mate change by reducing pol-
lution. Musk had hoped to
influence the government to
stay in the agreement, but
after the withdrawal, he said
he had no choice but to step
down.Musk shared his deci-

sion on social media. He
1

after the issue has

It is already known that the
President of United States, Donald
Trump has been making tall claims
about the prevailing situation

between India and Pakistan. He
has addressed this topic now again

W Itl vl
It is already known that a large
portion of the Indian student
population has been showing
extreme interest in travelling
to the United States for higher
studies. This tradition is catch-
ing up almost on a daily basis
as we are seeing many Stu-
dents travelling abroad and|
particularly to the United
States.In this context, there is a
lot of demand for the student
visa slots that are being
extended by the United States.
Students are patiently and per-

haps even desperately waiting
for the slots to open up.The

subsided, and there is
no debate on the
same.Trump has stat-
ed that he played a
crucial role in India
and Pakistan finding
common ground and
settling the issue
without further esca-
lation or potential
consequences."l think
the deal I'm most
proud of is the fact
that we're dealing with India, we're
dealing with Pakistan, and we
were able to stop potentially a
nuclear war through trade as
opposed through bullets.You
know, normally they do it through

>
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TETatn:
wrote, “Climate
change is real.
Leaving Paris is
not good for
America or the
world.” Many peo-
ple praised Musk
for standing up for
the environment.
Others said it was
the right move
because staying in
the council would
go against his values and
business goals. Tesla and
SpaceX both focus on clean
energy and reducing carbon
emissions.By leaving, Musk
joins other business leaders
who have also left the adviso-
ry council for similar reasons.

This is a rather unexpected

decision from the Tesla chief.
1 1

Ml
bullets. We do it through trade. So
I'm very proud of that. Nobody
talks about it. But we had a very
nasty potential war going on
between Pakistan and India. And
now, if you look, they're doing
fine." Trump stated.Trump has
again claimed credit for the kind of
situation that eventually played
out between India and Pakistan.
He has stated that the situation
between the two countries was not
particularly good even a few days
ago, but now they are doing
absolutely fine.Where it was
always going to be a bilateral situ-
ation between India and Pakistan,
it is strange to see the United
States president making so many

public statements in this regard.
1

for availability. They also

warned students not to
depend on agents or
middlemen. There are
many cases of fraud, and
students can lose their
[money or miss their
chance to get a visa. The
safest way iIs to apply
through the official U.S.
travel website and avoid
anyone offering guaran-
teed appointments for a
fee.The Embassy is
working to make the visa
process smoother and to
support genuine students

U.S. Embassy has advised students
who want to study in the United
States to regularly check the official
website for visa interview slots.Many
students are planning to travel for the

new academic year, so there is a high
demand for visa appointments. The
Embassy said that new interview
slots will be added from time to time,
and students should keep checking

who want to study in the U.S. They
are adding more interview slots and
doing their best to help students
reach their universities on time for
the academic year.
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