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In an era marked by technological accelera-
tion and cultural fluidity, film festivals serve
as vital spaces of connection and creation.
They are where artistic vision finds commer-
cial grounding and where the business of cin-
ema becomes inseparable from the soul of sto-
rytelling. The 3C’s mantra that defines the film
festival ecosystem — Creativity, Culture, and
Commerce — has become the cornerstone of
a global cinematic renaissance. Today, film
festivals are not just glamorous red-carpet
affairs or celebrity-driven events; they are
transformative platforms unlocking new
opportunities for content creation, cross-cul-
tural collaboration, global networking, strate-
gic partnerships, and narrative innovation. In
short, they are the modern-day crucibles
where storytelling meets strategy.From
Cannes to Berlin, Venice to IFFI, Locarno to
Sundance, film festivals have evolved into
sophisticated arenas that redefine cinematic
expression.They are reshaping the celluloid
experience through experiential storytelling,
sustainable creative roadmaps, and tech-
enabled narratives that resonate across bound-
aries. Their evolution reflects a collective
aspiration to reimagine the medium, not just
in how films are made, but in how they are
shared, discussed, and remembered.The
world’s most celebrated film festivals have
retained their traditional flavour while coura-
geously stepping into new territory.The
Cannes Film Festival, for instance, remains a
symbol of glamour, yet now actively pro-
motes ecological awareness and inclusivity
through programs like the “Cinema for the
Climate” section. Similarly, the Wenice
Biennale embraces innovation through its

m Festivals and the
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Virtual Reality section, while TIFF (Toronto
International Film Festival) has become
known for elevating social-issue films into the
awards circuit. These examples highlight how
the 3C’s are no longer abstract ideals; they are
tangible, operational principles shaping pro-
gramming and policy.The unified objective is
clear: visualise the future of cinema through
the lens of commercial viability, cutting-edge
technology, and artistic innovation. And festi-
vals, in balancing these objectives, are
becoming incubators of excellence, where
ideas are born, refined, and launched into the
world.Film markets are an integral part of this
new cinematic landscape. Events such as
Marché du Film at Cannes and Film Bazaar at
IFFI serve as value-creation platforms where
creativity meets investment. These markets
offer a single — window ecosystem for dis-
tributors, producers, and emerging talent to
forge deals, secure financing, and explore
global collaborations.You could feel this
unfolding in real-time at Cannes 2025. The
atmosphere wasn’t just about premieres; it
was about presence, about ideas landing with
impact.Mission Impossible: The Final
Reckoning opened to packed houses, but it
wasn’t just a franchise flex anymore. There
was something more grounded beneath the
action, a sense of purpose, and the co-produc-
tion buzz around it was loud, American spec-
tacle meeting European strategy. And then
there was Homebound, that small, aching film
about displacement and the idea of home,
which left people silent after the credits. It
was the kind of film that didn’t shout but
stayed.Meanwhile, the Marché du Film
pulsed like its own beating heart. Pavilions

Highways to pros

With game-changing projects like
Greenfield expressways, aerial buses, and
the Gati Shakti platform, the Modi
Government is rewriting the narrative of
development — one road at a time When
Narendra Modi took oath as India’s Prime
Minister in 2014, the BJP-led Central
Government prioritised infrastructure
development above all else from that very
moment. In this direction, the Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways became the
focal point of infrastructure growth.Under
Modi’s leadership, this Ministry has not
only accelerated the country’s economic
development but has also given it a new
dimension over the 11 years since 2014.
The construction of highways — both
completed and upcoming — has played a
significant role in changing the trajectory
of the country’s growth.Efficient high-
ways, waterways, and railways can reduce
logistics costs and boost the economy.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi dreams of
making India a “Vishwaguru’ (World
Leader). India has emerged as the world’s
third-largest economy and a $5 trillion
economy.To fulfil this dream, we need to
increase exports, which will, in turn, boost
growth in agriculture, services, and indus-
trial sectors. In the past 11 years, the roads
built have already reduced our logistics
costs from 16 per cent to 10 per cent, and
next year, we aim to bring it down further
to 9 per cent. This will enhance our
exports, make us more competitive, and
help India advance more powerfully
toward becoming a ‘Vishwaguru’.The
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways
is building 25 new Greenfield Express
Highways across the country. Over 3,000
km of highways are also being built to
connect ports and promote religious
tourism. The Government’s efforts to

C Mantra: Creativ
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were  fuller; deals more layered.
Conversations spanned multilingual co-pro-
ductions, Al-led storyboarding, and even cli-
mate-conscious filmmaking.It wasn’t transac-
tional; it was transformative. Countries like
India, South Korea, and Nigeria didn’t just
showcase films; they showed up with vision,
and with intent. Cannes 2025 made one thing
abundantly clear: creativity doesn’t get dilut-
ed by commerce, it grows because of it. And
culture? Culture was the thread running
through it all, holding it together, making it
matter.Today’s commercial landscape at festi-
vals is populated by accredited agents, pavil-
ions, exhibitors, and stakeholders who are not
just selling films; they’re shaping the business
of storytelling. Co-production deals, project
financing, distribution arrangements, and IP
partnerships are negotiated in these spaces,
affirming the financial architecture of the fes-
tival ecosystem.Notably, the commercial
value of festivals is no longer transactional
but transformational. They’re redefining how
cinema is monetised and how stories are posi-
tioned globally. In the age of OTT, film festi-
vals have also become spaces for digital con-
tent negotiations, IP marketing, and branded
storytelling ventures. Each global festival has
carved a distinct identity. While Cannes
stands for glamour and auteur prestige,
Berlinale champions political cinema, and
Locarno thrives on experimentation. These
brands have emerged from consistent visual
language, storytelling themes, fashion state-
ments, and strategic stakeholder
engagement.In this ecosystem, branding is not
just about logos or campaigns; it’s about shap-
ing a cinematic culture. It’s the deliberate

boost religious tourism are also taking ——

shape. The Buddhist Circuit project, com- &

pleted at a cost of Rs 22,000 crore, has sig-
nificantly increased the number of tourists
visiting the birthplace of Lord Buddha
from South Asia,
China,

Singapore, and

Indonesia, Malaysia, J
Japan. {

Simultaneously, the number of pilgrims Sl

visiting the Char Dham sites — Badrinath,

Kedarnath, Gangotri, and Yamunotri — w
has tripled. A ropeway worth Rs 12,000 [

crore is being constructed to connect |

Kedarnath. About 90 per cent of the work
on the road linking Kailash Mansarovar in
Uttarakhand to Pithoragarh has been com-
pleted. In India, particularly in the nation-
al capital, the dream of “flying buses’ is on
the verge of becoming a reality.his
includes aerial buses, flash-charging elec-
tric buses, and double-decker flying buses
for hilly regions. The aerial bus service
from Dhaula Kuan in Delhi to Manesar,
based on a skyway system, is almost in its
final stages. | am confident that this exper-
iment will be crucial in resolving the per-
sistent traffic congestion on this special
route. Nagpur will soon see the launch of
the first flash-charging electric bus. It will
have 135 seats, executive class, front TV
screens, and bus hostesses like air host-
esses. This bus will have a maximum
speed of 120 km/h and will stop every 40
km for just 30 seconds to fully charge
before resuming its journey.Such work
cannot be achieved by merely sitting in an
office preparing DPRs — it requires
wholehearted effort! A recent study by
IIM-Bangalore on road construction
revealed that every Rs 1 spent on National
Highway (NH) construction has led to a Rs
3.21 increase in India’s GDP, a multiplier
effect of 3.2 times. Consequently, domes-
tic production has grown by 9 per cent and

. | ‘ y * . "J' & wd
car sales by 10.4 per cent. The work done

by the Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways has not only boosted economic
activity but also created numerous job
opportunities. Here are some figures worth
noting: In 2014, India had only 91,000 km
of national highways. By 2024, this net-
work has expanded by nearly 60 per cent
to 1.46 lakh km.The daily pace of road
construction has increased from 12 km/day
to 28-30 km/day. Under the ambitious Rs
5.35 lakh crore Bharatmala project, the tar-
get is to build 65,000 km of roads, includ-
ing economic corridors, international bor-
der roads, and border area
connectivity. This plan is a decisive step
toward reducing India’s logistics costs fur-
ther. The “Gati Shakti’ and multimodal
connectivity initiative integrates roads,
railways, air, waterways, and ports into a
single digital platform, which has helped
ensure timely project completion.Our min-
istry has also started implementing road
development projects through public-pri-
vate partnership (PPP) models, which has
attracted significant private investment.
Under this model, road projects worth over
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vity, Culture, Commerce

interplay of Creativity, Culture, Content, and
Consistency, the 4Cs of festival branding. The
buzz, the arc lights, the curated installations,
and even the architectural design of venues
contribute to the festival’s emotional and cul-
tural memory.India’s growing role in the glob-
al cinematic discourse is exemplified by the
Bharat Pavilion at Cannes, designed by the
National Institute of Design,
Ahmedabad.Titled The Sutradhara, or story-
teller, it reflects India’s fusion of tradition and
innovation. With its 2024 theme, Create in
India, the Pavilion spotlighted India’s vibrant
cinematic heritage, technological readiness,
and openness to global partnerships. More
than just a national representation, the Bharat
Pavilion has become a diplomatic and cultur-
al bridge; connecting India’s storytellers with
producers, buyers, critics, and policymakers
from across the world. It’s a space where
artistry meets policy, and where culture is
leveraged for creative diplomacy.The Bharat
Parv, an integral part of the Pavilion experi-
ence, adds a further dimension to celebrating
Indian cuisine, music, craftsmanship, and
diversity. This new format of global story-
telling mirrors the idea of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam: the world as one family. And
importantly, it sends a clear message: India is
not just a content provider, it’s a creative force
and co-production hub.Film festivals today
function as living ecosystems, nurturing voic-
es, encouraging risk-taking, and building
transnational communities. Their role in shap-
ing public perception, fostering policy dis-
course, and enabling commercial success is
more relevant than ever.Whether it was
Cannes’” “Cinema for the Climate,” Venice’s

perity and growth

Rs 12 lakh crore have been
undertaken. This journey,
which began in 2014, is
not just about roads; in a
way, it has become the life-
St R line of India’s

"“& progress.The expansion of
- e the highway network has
4 not only made travel easier
but also boosted domestic
¥ trade, industry, tourism,
“Sand safety. From day one,
our Government has been
working tirelessly to
ensure inclusive develop-
ment reaches every person

in the last row of society. We are commit-
ted to accelerating this work even faster in
the coming years to achieve this goal as
soon as possible. We now have a clear
vision of building world-class infrastruc-
ture and making our national highways
network superior to even that of the United
States by 2047, so that India becomes an
economic superpower. “America does not
have good roads because it is rich;
America is rich because it has good
roads.” This quote by former US President
John F Kennedy, displayed in my office at
the Transport Bhavan in Delhi and earlier
in Maharashtra when | was a minister, is
not there by chance.This has been our
guiding mantra for the past 11 years under
the leadership of Modi ji. We are deter-
mined to carry this work forward even
faster in the future. In the coming years,
India’s road infrastructure will be better
than that of the United States — this is not
a dream, but a reality taking shape. By
maintaining a balance of quality, speed,
transparency, and environmentally-friend-
ly policies, India’s national highway net-
work will be recognised at the global level.
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fact that the YSR
Congress party has
one of the strongest
social media mecha-
nisms for South
Indian political
party. Incidentally,
they had turned
down a few films
against their interest
in recent times.It
could perhaps be

| 5

noted that Andhra g
Pradesh Deputy A
chief minister NS

6K

Kalyan might also have to be bracing himself for something like this
soon. This could very well be the case with his upcoming film Hari
Hara Veera Mallu.The film is likely release this June or early in July.
This would also warrant is a social media attack from YSR Congress
ecosystem. They will be doing everything in their power to defame this
film and hit the revenue of Kalyan.This has been the case with several
films in recent times, as they could not face the attack of YCP troops
on social media and had to bow to the same. We could be witnessing
something like this again in the case of HHVM henceforth.No matter
when this film releases, there will obviously be a wave or attack from
YCP troopers and there will be several troll posts against the same.

This is something that the makers of this film preparing for

already.This is simply a non negotiable situation and it has to be seen
how the concerned parties would come out of the same. It surely is

going to be a challenge and half for everyone involved.

Heartoreaking Piture of Inclar
Deporte: WhatIni 320

r
ey

It is already known that the United States authori-
ties have largely amplified the deportation drive in
the country and they are not thinking twice when it
comes to departing the illegal
population.Incidentally, an Indian man was recently
detained at Newark Airport in the United States
after authorities found that he had entered the coun-
try illegally. According to sources from the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), U.S. officials
stated that his behavior was “not conducive for
travel.” As a result, he was restrained, taken for a
medical evaluation, and then placed in
detention. The MEA has confirmed that the man’s
entry into the U.S. was unauthorized. He reportedly
did not have valid documents and was trying to
stay in the country illegally. This has raised serious
concerns about illegal immigration and the increas-
ing number of such cases involving Indian nation-
als.The Indian Consulate in New York is currently
in touch with U.S. authorities regarding this case.
They are monitoring the situation and ensuring that
the man’s rights are not violated while he remains
in custody. The MEA also stated that it is working
to gather all facts before taking any further
steps.This case has gained attention due to growing
incidents of Indians attempting to enter the U.S.
without proper documentation, sometimes through
dangerous and illegal means. Indian authorities are
urging citizens to avoid such risks and follow legal
immigration procedures for travel and settlement
abroad.

"y

Heathrow Airport on

him onto a plane, he

ran for a few minutes

The fear of getting deport-
ed is very much real in the
Indian community that has
been staying in the United
States and this fear is slow-
ly passing on other coun-
tries as well. The same is
under look viral video
where an Indian man is
seen running away at the
airport while the United
q Kingdom authorities are
deporting him.Incidentally,
a man who was due to be
deported to India caused
quite a scene at London’s

Tuesday, June 10, 2025. As
officials prepared to move

dashed onto the runway. He

before airport workers in
bright safety vests caught
up with him and restrained
him.Eventually, several
workers managed to hold
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him down and escort him
back from the runway.
Airport operations were

briefly slowed, but flights
were not seriously affected.

After being caught, the
man was secured and
returned to immigration

officers.UK officials have

not released details about

why he was being deported
or how he managed to run

onto the runway. He is now
back in official custody and
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facing the consequences of
his actions at the
airport.Deportation has
become a real problem for
the Indian community that
has been staying in other
countries and the situation
Is not looking very promis-
ing for the time being. It is
advised for the general folk
to be more watchful of
their surroundings and fol-
low proper visa procedures.

AP Govt To Start Thallki Vandanam

— i B e
It has been exactly a year since the
formation of the NDA government
in Andhra Pradesh and this is being
marked with a significant govern-
ment program in the form of
Thalliki VVandanam.lIt has been offi-
cially communicated by the govern-
ment of Andhra Pradesh that this
hallmark program is going to come

the “Talli Ki

to implementation
very soon and
Chief Minister
Chandrababu
announced the
same.On the occa-
sion of the coalition
government com-
pleting one year,
Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu
has given approval

M for the launch of
Vandanam” scheme.
This scheme is a part of the govern-
ment’s “Super Six” promises made
during the elections. It will be offi-
cially launched tomorrow.Under
this scheme, financial support will
be given to mothers of school-
going children. Around 67 lakh
mothers will benefit from this, and

the amount will be directly credited
into their bank accounts. A total of
78,745 crore will be released under
this scheme.The scheme will cover
67,27,164 students, including those
newly admitted into Class 1 and
Intermediate First Year. Once the
admission process is completed and
student details are collected, the
funds will be sent to the respective
mothers.The government has also
issued a G.O. today with detailed
guidelines for the implementation
of the scheme. So far, the govern-
ment has already fulfilled several
promises including the pension
hike, Anna Canteens, Mega DSC,
and Deepam-2. With Talli Ki
Vandanam, another promise
becomes a reality, showing the gov-
ernment’s strong commitment to
welfare and education.

Major Mass Shooting Averted In USA

It is known that the United
States is in famous for the
mass shooting incident that
happened in the country very
often. But this alarming trend
has thankfully slowed down
after the onset of the Donald
Trump administration in the
United States of America.Now
the FBI director Kash Patel has
revealed that the U.S. Security
authorities have successfully
detained a member who
planned a a mass shooting in
the New York City of
U.S.Major news... earlier this after-
noon, Muhammad Shahzeb Khan, a
Pakistani citizen residing in Canada,
was extradited to the United States
on charges of attempting to provide

material support to ISIS and
attempting to commit acts of terror-
N |

ism, Patel stated.In the fall of last
year, Khan allegedly planned to
travel from Canada to New York and
carry out a mass shooting in support
of ISIS at a Jewish Center in
Brooklyn. Khan allegedly planned
his attack to occur on October 7,

2024 — the one vyear
anniversary of the Hamas
terrorist attack in
Israel. Thankfully, the
great work of FBI teams
and our partners exposed
those plans and shut them
down — and Khan was
arrested by Canadian
authorities on September
4, 2024.He has now
arrived in the U.S. and will
face American justice.
This case is a reminder of

wall the constant threat of ter-
rorism facing every corner of the
world — as well as the disturbing
rise in threats against our Jewish
communities. Your FBI will contin-
ue to be on guard and work around
the clock to counter them, the state-
ment further added.
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