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Young, dynamic, and often referred
to as the “Hanuman of PM Modi,”
Chirag Paswan seems poised to
emerge as the BJP’s potential Chief
Ministerial face for Bihar. The BJP
currently lacks a compelling CM
candidate from within its ranks to
present to Bihar’s electorate. After
the demise of Sushil Modi, it has
failed to fill the void. The Bihar
Assembly elections, covering 245
constituencies with over 7.64 crore
registered voters, are expected to be
held by November 2025. As the polit-
ical climate begins to shift, the BJP
appears to be preparing to position
Chirag Paswan as a serious contender
to lead the state.

Nitish Kumar and BJP’s Dilemma
The current Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, popularly known as
“Sushasan Babu,” has gained a repu-
tation for frequent political realign-
ments. Having shifted alliances
between the Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) and the BJP, Nitish’s credibili-
ty has taken a hit. His past partner-
ships, especially with Lalu Prasad
Yadav’s RJD and his son Tejashwi
Yadav as Deputy CM, followed by a
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I still vividly remember the first day of the
third Test at Eden Gardens, Calcutta — the
moment my lifelong romance with cricket
began. It was the winter of 1974, during
the India-West Indies Test series. | was just
eight years old, a curious boy drawn by the
electric buzz of the crowd and the anticipa-
tion of something big. The chill in the
December air did nothing to dampen the
excitement. That morning, unknowingly, |
stepped into a world that would accompa-
ny me through the next five decades. That
game, that series — it wasn’t just cricket.
It was the spark that lit an eternal
flame.India, under the regal leadership of
Mansoor Ali Khan Pataudi, was down 0-2
in the five-match series. The team had lost
in Bangalore and Delhi, and the third Test
at Eden Gardens was a must-win. The
West Indies, led by the charismatic Clive
Lloyd, were a powerhouse brimming with
pace and power. India won the toss and
batted. What followed was a spirited fight-
back, and India clinched a memorable win.
The stadium was packed — 80,000 fans
roared with every stroke and wicket. I can
still hear those cheers echoing in my
ears.The series then moved to Chepauk,
Madras — a ground that favours the
artistry of spin. There, Gundappa
Viswanath played an elegant 97, full of
delicate wristwork and clever placements,
helping India level the series 2-2. And then
came the decider at Bombay’s Brabourne
Stadium, a historic venue that predates the
Wankhede. That was my initiation into the
magic of radio commentary, listening to
the crackle of Sunil Gavaskar’s blade as he
took guard.Though India lost the final
Test, and the series 3-2, something even
more lasting had been born — my love for
cricket. It wasn’t just about scores or wins.
It became a part of who | was, something
woven into the fabric of my being. From
that day on, I’ve followed every Test
match, every Indian series — first as a
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return to the BJP-led NDA, have cre-
ated a trust deficit both within the
electorate and among his allies.
Although the BJP has stuck with
Nitish Kumar for pragmatic reasons,
the party is known to be uncomfort-
able with his unpredictable political
manoeuvres. With Samrat
Chaudhary, a senior BJP leader and
Deputy Chief Minister, lacking the
mass appeal to rival Nitish, the BJP is
in urgent need of a charismatic,
youth-driven leader who can bridge
this gap and Chirag Paswan fits the
bill.

Why Chirag Paswan?

Chirag Paswan brings a unique mix
of youthful energy, soft-spoken
charisma, and a clean image. The son
of the late Ram Vilas Paswan, he
leads a splinter group of the Lok
Janshakti Party (LJP) and has
demonstrated unwavering loyalty to
Prime Minister Modi. Despite being
a Union Cabinet Minister, Chirag is
reportedly discontent with his current
portfolio Food Processing
Industries, a ministry often consid-
ered low in political weight. His pref-
erence is clear: to play a larger, more

It ’ IT
wide-eyed child, then a college student, a
public servant, and now a senior officer
nearing the end of a long career. Cricket
has been my constant. Through this fifty-
year journey, five cricketers have symbol-
ised different stages of my life — five
icons who inspired, moved, and accompa-
nied me as time unfurled.

Sunil Gavaskar: The Pathbreaker

During my school and college years, Sunil
Gavaskar was my north star. Calm, pre-
cise, and courageous, he stood up to the
might of the West Indies pace battery with
nothing but a cap and unshakable tech-
nique. No helmets, no flamboyance — just
resolve. His debut series in 1971, with 774
runs, announced that India had arrived.
When he retired with over 10,000 Test
runs and 34 centuries, he left behind not
just records, but a legacy.Gavaskar gave
Indian cricket an identity. We called him
the “Little Master,” but his influence was
monumental. His final Test innings — a
poetic 96 on a difficult pitch against
Pakistan in 1987 — was a masterclass. |
was in college, captivated by every stroke.
He taught us that we could be world-class,
that Indian batsmen could dominate with
skill and patience.

Kapil Dev: The Gamechanger

As | entered Jawaharlal Nehru University
for my postgraduate studies, Kapil Dev
exploded onto the scene. Fast-bowling,
hard-hitting, and fiercely proud, he was the
antidote to all the clichés about Indian
cricketers. Hailing from Haryana, Kapil
broke barriers with his athleticism and
charisma.He took 434 Test wickets and
scored over 5,000 runs. But what sealed
his place in the hearts of millions was that
magical summer of 1983 — leading India
to their first World Cup win at Lord’s. His
unbeaten 175 against Zimbabwe remains
etched in legend. He was raw courage.
Kapil didn’t just change matches — he
changed mindsets. He told us, through
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influential role in his home state.
According to party insiders, two pri-
mary scenarios are under discussion
between the BJP high command and
Chirag Paswan:

Full Merger into BJP

Chirag merges his party, LJP (Ram
Vilas), into the BJP and is officially
declared the party’s CM candidate
for Bihar. This option would likely
offer Chirag greater political stability
and authority but requires his total
integration into the BJP, which some
of his party colleagues may resist.
CM face of the alliance

Chirag contests the elections as an
NDA ally, projected as the CM face.
However, this route is fraught with
challenges-primarily the seat-sharing
dilemma. As the dominant partner,
the BJP would demand a major share
of constituencies and ministerial
portfolios, potentially limiting
Chirag’s influence in a future coali-
tion Government.

A Calculated Risk or Strategic Shift?
Chirag’s potential elevation to the top
post could serve multiple purposes
for the BJP. It would allow the party
to refresh its leadership in Bihar,

-Teal JOl

every action, that India could win, any-
where, against anyone.

The God of Cricket

By the time Sachin Tendulkar made his
debut in 1989, | had joined the police
force. It was a demanding life, but no mat-
ter where | was — in a distant district, on
night duty, or in a high-pressure post — |
found a way to follow Tendulkar. At 16, he
took on Pakistan’s fearsome bowlers.
From then on, he carried our hopes with
unmatched consistency.Tendulkar’s career
— 100 centuries, 34,000 runs — is aston-
ishing. But even more inspiring was how
he carried himself. His Sharjah heroics, his
double century in Gwalior, his resilience
after the Mumbai attacks — they were
more than just cricket. They were
moments of collective healing and pride.
For me, Sachin was not just a cricketer. He
was a life lesson. His poise, discipline, and
humility were as instructive as his batting.
I remember watching his farewell at
Wankhede with moist eyes. It felt like the
end of a personal era.

MS Dhoni: The Calm Conqueror

Then came MS Dhoni, just as | had
reached the peak of my career. Hailing
from Ranchi, he showed that dreams didn’t
require big cities. With his lightning glove
work and icy nerves, he revolutionised
Indian cricket.His leadership was fearless.
Under him, India won the inaugural 2007
T20 World Cup, the 2011 ODI World Cup,
and the 2013 Champions Trophy — a tri-
fecta never achieved before. That last six
at Wankhede in 2011 is a memory etched
in national consciousness.Dhoni was my
modern hero — understated, tactical, and
unfailingly composed. Even amidst my
busiest days, | made time for his matches.
His helicopter shot, his late flourishes, his
cool behind the stumps — they were
moments of joy in an otherwise hectic life.
He taught us that silence could be strength,
and success could be simple.

I

030396 ad@eao

> ROYAL JOURNLISAM

Cace n B’

address the vacuum created by Nitish
Kumar’s waning influence, and tap
into the Dalit vote bank, a demo-
graphic traditionally loyal to his
father, Ram Vilas Paswan. While
Chirag Paswan has not publicly com-
mitted to either path, his growing
restlessness within the Union Cabinet
and increasing clout in Bihar politics
indicate that a shift is imminent. A
merger, though complex, might offer
him a long-term political future with
deeper roots in Bihar’s governance.
In the 2020 Bihar elections, LJP man-
aged to win just one seat and its nine
candidates were placed second. In the
last General elections, Chirag
Paswan’s LJP got five seats. To sum
it up, LIP merger with the BJP could
mean a win-win situation for both
parties as Chirag’s candidates would
get a fair share of upper caste votes in
the name of the BJP and the BJP
could benefit from Chirag’s vote
bank and the legacy of his father, late
Ram Vilas Paswan. As the 2025
Bihar Assembly elections draw clos-
er, the question looms large: Will
Chirag Paswan become the face of
BJP’s new Bihar?

| C
Virat Kohli: The Modern Warrior
Virat Kohli came into my life as | took on
challenging leadership roles and even rep-
resented India in UN missions. In the fast-
paced, digital world, cricket became more
accessible but no less
meaningful.Kohli, with his aggression and
ambition, brought a new edge to Indian
cricket. He led from the front — fit, fierce,
and unrelenting. His centuries overseas,
especially in England and Australia, were
not just personal triumphs but national
milestones. Under his captaincy, India
became the world’s No. 1 Test side and
won a historic series in Australia.His
recent retirement, alongside Rohit Sharma,
marks the end of another golden chapter.
But his legacy will endure — one of pas-
sion, purpose, and pride. Kohli redefined
belief. He made us expect victory — not
just hope for it.
A Constant Companion
As | now stand at the threshold of retire-
ment, | find myself reflecting on this
extraordinary fifty-year bond with crick-
et.From transistor radios to mobile apps,
from whites to coloured kits, from five-
day Tests to T20 thrillers — cricket has
evolved, and so have I. But the emotion
remains unchanged. Every boundary still
brings a smile. Every wicket still raises my
heartbeat. 1’ve seen stadiums change, for-
mats shift, players come and go — but the
love has never dimmed. Cricket has mir-
rored my life — full of struggle, grace,
intensity, and occasional triumphs. Today,
as | complete five decades of being a fan, |
feel only gratitude. Cricket has been my
joy, my escape, my teacher. It taught me
patience, resilience, teamwork, and above
all, hope.For many, cricket may just be a
sport. But for me, it is memory, meaning,
and music — a rhythm that continues to
play in the background of my life, beauti-
fully uninterrupted.
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From Nobel Laureate to National Liability

Muhammad Yunus, once hailed as a visionary economist and social
reformer, now accused of steering Bangladesh into deeper division
and decay through a caretaker regime defined more by personal ret-
ribution than national stewardship This week’s attack on
Rabindranath Tagore’s ancestral home in Sirajganj is no mere inci-
dent but a stark symptom of Bangladesh’s deterioration. Once a cul-
tural sanctuary, it now lies desecrated by mob violence over a triv-
ial dispute — reflecting a nation fraying under extremism, institu-
tional decay, and political chaos.The state’s feeble response expos-
es its waning control, while the turmoil mirrors the catastrophic
misjudgements of Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus’s fractured
stewardship. Once revered worldwide as the architect of microfi-
nance and a Nobel laureate whose work redefined social entrepre-
neurship, Muhammad Yunus’s trajectory into Bangladesh’s politi-
cal arena has proved paradoxically corrosive. His appointment as
the head of the caretaker Government, intended to ensure impartial-
ity and a smooth transition, has instead become synonymous with
deepening partisan rancour and administrative shortsightedness.
Yunus’s virulent antipathy towards the Awami League, and particu-
larly its leader Sheikh Hasina — scion of the revered Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman — has become the defining characteristic
of his Governance. It is widely known that Sheikh Hasina once
sought to imprison Yunus on charges of financial irregularities,
charges that Yunus has deftly manipulated to foment public dissent
against her and to galvanise efforts not merely to dislodge her from
power but to systematically excise her family’s enduring imprint on
Bangladesh’s national consciousness. This vendetta is no more vis-
ible than in the excision of Bangabandhu’s visage from the nation’s
currency notes.Since 1971, the Father of the Nation’s image has
been etched onto the Taka, an emblematic tribute to the liberation
struggle and a unifying symbol of identity. The Yunus administra-
tion’s replacement of this enduring iconography with cultural land-
marks, framed under the pretext of “depoliticising” currency,
reveals itself as an act less of sober governance than of emotional
retribution. To excise the very face that personifies Bangladesh’s
birth is to leave the country from its roots, a symbolic mutilation
that threatens to fracture collective memory.Yunus’s rhetoric has
further inflamed divisions. In a contentious address at London’s
Chatham House, he openly questioned the legitimacy of the Awami

League. His inflammatory statements do not merely delegitimise a
political party; they alienate millions of citizens who have invested
their faith in the Awami League over decades. This polarising dis-
course deepens the fissures within an already fragile polity, foster-
ing discord where unity is desperately needed. Compounding these
political fissures is the dire economic reality confronting
Bangladesh under Yunus’s leadership. At the same Chatham House
forum, Yunus lamented that the economy had not simply stalled but
regressed beneath zero, burdened by “immense debt pressure” and
foreign reserves “at the bottom — because they’re empty.” The
banking sector, he revealed, has “completely collapsed,” the victim
of “rampant corruption, bribery and money laundering” allegedly
perpetrated during the previous Government’s tenure.The revela-
tion that billions — estimated at $234 billion — have been
siphoned off via illicit channels paints a grim picture of systemic
plunder, one that threatens to choke any prospects of recovery.
However, the indictment of the past also illuminates the present
conundrum: the interim Government itself inherited and perpetuat-
ed systemic rot. The wholesale replacement of bank boards with
cronies issuing loans as “gifts” compounds institutional dysfunc-
tion. The challenge of rehabilitating a banking sector crippled by
nepotism, impunity, and political interference looms large, a task
made all the more formidable by ongoing factional infighting and a
deteriorating governance framework.Globally, Yunus’s stature has
suffered a perceptible decline. Despite proclamations of “enormous
support” from the IMF and foreign Governments, reality paints a
more sobering tableau. Notably, the UK Prime Minister reportedly
declined to meet Yunus during a recent diplomatic mission, a point-
ed gesture of diplomatic coolness that exposes his precarious stand-
ing on the world stage. This tacit rebuff marks a sharp contrast to
his previous global acclaim, highlighting how domestic political
entanglements and perceived instability have diminished his credi-
bility. The interim Government’s revisionist approach to history
and national symbolism has only served to alienate broad swathes
of the population. The rewriting of textbooks, removal of Sheikh
Mujib’s statues from public spaces, and suspension of Awami
League activities are widely perceived not as reforms but as puni-
tive purges. This behaviour reeks of sectarianism disguised as
statesmanship — a profound breach of the mature leadership

Bangladesh urgently needs. Responses from emergent political
entities, such as the National Citizen Party, articulate the wide-
spread scepticism gripping the political milieu. While tentatively
welcoming the prospect of elections in the first half of next year, the
NCP conditions its support on the implementation of the July
Charter and Declaration, alongside comprehensive institutional
reforms.Their insistence on restructuring the Election Commission
and prioritising local elections signals a demand for foundational
renewal before any credible national vote can transpire. This cau-
tious posture encapsulates the broader anxieties of a civil society
wary of being entrapped in another cycle of compromised democ-
racy. The quest to recover stolen assets in countries riddled with
entrenched patronage systems is widely acknowledged as
Sisyphean. Extensive research by governance watchdogs like
Transparency International and the World Bank elucidates that such
endeavours demand not only domestic resolve but also robust inter-
national cooperation, forensic accounting expertise, and a judiciary
capable of withstanding political pressure. Bangladesh’s current fis-
sures and institutional weaknesses severely constrain such ambi-
tions, casting doubt on the feasibility of Yunus’s promises to repa-
triate illicit capital without a concerted, unified national effort.
Yunus’s tenure illustrates the peril inherent when a fragile democ-
racy is entrusted to a leadership that substitutes vindictiveness for
statesmanship — rewriting history not to enlighten but to erase. The
rise and precipitous fall of Muhammad Yunus as Bangladesh’s
political architect serve as a sobering admonition of the conse-
quences wrought when personal animus supplants public duty.His
relentless pursuit of political objectives, seemingly intertwined with
an abiding enmity towards the Awami League and its storied lega-
cy, has not only imperilled his standing but threatens to thrust the
nation further into fragmentation and despair. The symbolic purg-
ing of Bangabandhu from the currency and public memory is more
than mere iconoclasm; it is an affront to the nation’s very soul.
Consequently, the future of a ‘New Bangladesh’ hangs precarious-
ly in the balance, burdened by economic stagnation, vindictive pol-
itics, and a rising tide of extremism. Without a fundamental shift
towards inclusive governance, respect for historical legacy, and
robust institutional reform, Bangladesh risks becoming a cautionary
case study in the devastating aftermath of regime-change projects

Aung San Suu Ky! at 80; Forgo n Benind Bars

Once a global icon of democracy, her
plight now draws diminishing internation-
al outrage. Yet even as the West looks
away, resistance forces in Myanmar are
gaining ground. The junta’s grip is slip-
ping, but Suu Kyi’s life remains in peril as
the battle for Myanmar’s future
intensifiesOn June 19, 2025, Aung San
Suu Kyi, will complete 80 years of her life
and step into the 81st year. She remains in
prison. The last one of her sham trials —
all widely condemned the world over —
which ended on December 30, 2022, sen-
tenced her to seven years in prison. With
this, the total number of years to which she
was sentenced came to 33, which was sub-
sequently reduced to 27 years. This sug-
gests that Myanmar’s ruling junta, which
calls itself State Administration Council,
wants her to die in prison.What is striking
in this context is the waning interest of the
Western democracies in her incarceration
and the struggle for democracy in
Myanmar. They, doubtless, continue treat
the junta as an outcast and retain the sanc-
tions imposed on it and its leaders. Yet
expressions of outrage over her continued
imprisonment and the junta’s savage mili-
tary action against civilian populations in
the areas controlled by the People’s
Defence Force (PDF), the armed force of
the opposition National Unity Government
(NUG), and the ethnic armed organisations
(EAOs), which are waging war against it
in cooperation with one another, are now
fewer and less strident. This, of course, is a
result of the emergence of new issues like
the Ukraine war and Israel’s action in Gaza
which now occupy centre stage in the gen-
eral global discourse. Nevertheless, this
diversion of global attention helps to
reduce the pressure on the junta to restore
democracy in the country and conduces to
making sure that it will be ousted only if,
and when, it is defeated in the civil war
now raging in Myanmar.The opposition
forces include, besides the PDF, the Three
Brotherhood Alliance (henceforth the
Alliance) comprising the Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army
(MNDAA), active in the Kokang Special
- in H N

Region of northern Shan State, the Ta’ang
National Liberation Army (TNLA), also
active in the Shan State and the Arakan
Army (AA), based in the Rakhine State in
the country’s western part, acting in close
cooperation with the PDF and other ethnic

armies. They are increasingly gaining the |
upper hand.The Sit-Tat (as Myanmar’s |
army is called), has suffered a series of |

reverses since the Alliance launched its
offensive, codenamed Operation 1027, on
October 27, 2023. The AA had brought
almost the entire Rakhine State under its
control by April, 2024. The MNDAA
claimed on July 31, 2024, that it had cap-
tured Sit-Tat’s military base in Lashio, a
city in Shan State close to the border with
China, and its airport. This was a major
loss for the junta. As Vivek Shankar has
pointed out in a piece in The New York
Times datelined August 5, 2024, the “city
of Lashio and its airport lie on a crucial
trade corridor to Yunnan Province in
China, which is spending hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars on a high-speed rail link
and other infrastructure projects on both
sides of the border.”The opposition forces
now control large swathes of territory
along Myanmar’s borders and mountain-
ous regions; the military retains control
over the major cities and lowlands in the
central Irrawaddy Valley.lt is losing even
the cities and towns. A report (datelined
August 13, 2024) by-lined The Irrawaddy,
in the website The Irrawaddy, and carried
under the headline “Junta Controls Fewer
Than 100 of Myanmar’s 350 Towns:
NUG,” cited the latter’s defence minister,
U Yee Mon, as saying that only 98 of
Myanmar’s 350 townships remained under
the junta’s control. According to the report,
the NUG’s Defence Ministry divided
Myanmar’s towns into four categories —
75 completely captured by anti-regime
groups, 105 surrounded by anti-regime
groups; 75 being fought over, and 98
towns remaining under the regime’s con-
trol.According to an article (datelined June
4, 2025) by Banyar Aung, carried in The
Irrawaddy, the ethnic Arakan Army (AA)
has notched up major gains since launch-

|ng its Rakhlne offenswe in November
2023, seizing control of 14 out of 17 town-
ships in the western state. Of the three
townships still under junta control, battles
are raging in Sittwe and Kyaukphyu, while
Manaung is the only township from where
clashes have not been reported. The AA has
also secured the entire stretch bordering
India and Bangladesh following its capture
of territory along the Naf River including
Maungdaw, Buthidaung, and Chin State’s
Paletwa Township. This has led to
Bangladesh establishing direct contact
with it and India maintaining ties through
the Government of Mizoram.The junta,
doubtless, has sought to hit back. In an
article (datelined March 19, 2025), appear-
ing under the headline “Mapping the
Myanmar Junta’s Gains, Losses and
Stalemates Since 10277, in The Irrawaddy,
Moe Sett Nyen Chan, a military analyst,
writes that in 2024, the Sit-Tat, as the
junta’s army is called, switched to a more
dynamic strategy, employing mobile and
pro-active defensive tactics and launching
counter-offensives across the country,
relying heavily on war planes and drones.
These tactics, however, have yet to pro-
duce meaningful or decisive victories. As
stated in the article, the areas reclaimed by
the junta collectively account for less than
one per cent of the territory, towns, and
camps previously seized by resistance
forces. Besides, the regained areas remain
under constant threat, encircled by resist-
ance forces.The article further states that
the opposition forces have responded by
intensifying guerrilla-style operations
involving ambushes, the laying of mines,

and repeated attacks on the Sit-Tat’s posi-
n H B ﬁ

- problems of its own, and is staring at

_ tions. They doubtless have to battle numer-
| ous odds. The junta, for example, recap-
| tured most of Loikaw Township in 2024
| after Karenni resistance forces withdrew,
| apparently because of ammunition short-

age.The Sit-Tat, however, is facing serious

almost certain defeat in the long run. Its
morale is very low. Internal discord is
growing. Several three-star generals have
been removed. Many younger officers are
unhappy as they recognise that almost the
entire country is against them. According
to a piece by Ye Myo Hein (datelined May
4, 2023) featured by the United States
Institute of Peace, it was found that the Sit-
Tat, whose “headcount,” showed a
“strength of a total 300,000-400,000
before the coup,” currently “had a strength
of about 150,000 personnel.”Roughly
70,000 are combat soldiers. At least
21,000 service members have been lost
through casualties, desertion and defection
since the coup. The advantage the Sit-Tat
has in its possessions of tanks and
armoured vehicles, is, to a great extent,
neutralised by the fact that these are very
difficult to deploy in the densely-forested
mountainous areas, marked by deep gorges
and steep climbs, which are the strong-
holds of the opposition.It has artillery and
air-support. These, however, do not win
wars even when supported by heavily-
armed trained troops. Otherwise, the
United States would have romped to a vic-
tory in Vietnam.lt is a matter of time
before the junta is ousted. When that hap-
pens, it will be a great vindication of the
prolonged struggle Aung San Suu Kyi has
waged, at great cost to herself, for freedom
and democracy in Myanmar. There is,
however, a very serous danger that needs
to be talked about. It is of the junta getting
her murdered in prison and trying to pass it
of as death caused by old age-related natu-
ral causes.If this happens, one of the caus-
es will be the junta’s belief that the West
has lost interest in Myanmar and will do
no more than expressing routine condem-
nation before passing on to subjects con-

sidered more pressing.
H N B H B
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