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When Ismail Serageldin, then Vice President
of the World Bank, warned in 1995 that “the
wars of the next century will be fought over
water,” few took him seriously. Today, that
foresight reverberates across the fault lines of
Asia’s geopolitical map.As glaciers shrink,
river flows diminish, and populations swell,
water is no longer a shared life source — it
has become a potent geopolitical lever.Former
UN Secretary — General Boutros Boutros —
Ghali too had warned that water, especially in
arid, densely populated regions, could spark
future conflicts.This warning is materialising
in South Asia, where India, Pakistan, and
China — three nuclear powers — are tangled
in an uneasy hydrological balance. What was
once theoretical is now dangerously
real.China’s infrastructural build-up along the
Brahmaputra, India’s tougher stance on the
Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) — especially after
the Pahalgam carnage — and Pakistan’s wors-
ening drought fears are all interwoven in a
complex new theatre of hydro-politics. As
diplomacy erodes and climate extremes esca-
late, Asia’s river systems may well become
tomorrow’s battlegrounds.

The Pahalgam Massacre

The gruesome terror attack in Baisaran mead-
ows near Pahalgam on April 22, 2025 —
where 26 Indian tourists and one Nepali
national were gunned down by Islamist
extremists — has deeply unsettled India and
shaken the very foundations of South Asia’s
oldest water-sharing pact: the Indus Waters
Treaty of 1960.India’s subsequent decision to
suspend its operational commitments under
the IWT marks a sharp departure from its
long-held water diplomacy ethos — where
rivers once symbolised cooperation, they now
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represent coercion.Though framed as a tem-
porary measure, India’s move is already yield-
ing disruptive consequences across Pakistan’s
farming belt, dependent as it is on the Indus
system.By halting hydrological data sharing
and beginning regulatory moves to prioritise
its water rights, India has pushed Pakistan
toward an impending agricultural disaster and
a humanitarian dilemma.

Pakistan’s Fields Are Run Dry

India’s withdrawal from routine data sharing
and its upstream recalibrations have left
Pakistan’s breadbasket provinces — Punjab

and Sindh — grappling with acute water
stress just as their Kharif sowing period
begins.

Agrarian Distress

According to Pakistan’s Ministry of National
Food Security, the Kharif cycle (April-July)
contributes roughly 65 per cent of total crop
yield annually, and over 85 per cent of it is
irrigation — dependent via Indus canals. In
Punjab, which supplies over 70 per cent of
Pakistan’s wheat and half of its sugarcane,
planting of water-intensive crops like rice and
cotton is already lagging by nearly a month.
In Sindh, where cotton, sugarcane, and paddy
dominate, the Indus River System Authority
(IRSA) estimates a 30 per cent drop in canal
water flow. Remote sensing and NDVI
(Normalised Difference Vegetation Index)
analysis from early May show a 14 per cent
drop in vegetation density versus last year’s
average.Farmers from regions such as Okara,
Multan, Bahawalpur, Jacobabad, and Larkana
are holding street protests, citing failing
crops, shrivelling seedlings, and vanishing
groundwater tables as tube wells run dry with-
out river seepage.

6 Water as We
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India’s TacticsNew Delhi hasn’t completely
choked the river flows — an act that would
violate the IWT and risk global condemna-
tion. Instead, it is exercising its treaty — sanc-
tioned rights with strategic precision.
Long-term Blueprint

The Ministry of Jal Shakti and the Central
Water Commission are pursuing a multi-
pronged plan: construction of seven mini
hydropower projects (adding up to 1,800
MW) on the Chenab and Jhelum; expansion
of irrigation in Jammu & Kashmir and
Punjab; real-time satellite surveillance to
ensure no surplus flow enters Pakistan during
low-flow months. A senior official confided,
“Water is now a pillar of our national security
calculus.”Steps already taken | India has
stopped sharing real-time river data and flood
alerts — a move that has left Pakistan’s
National Disaster Management Authority
(NDMA) operating in the dark during mon-
soon months.Historically, India’s telemetry
inputs were responsible for nearly 90 per cent
of Pakistan’s flood warnings.

Reservoir action

The pace of filling reservoirs like Tulbul
(Jhelum), Baglihar, and Ratle (Chenab) has
been accelerated, causing delays of 15-20
days in downstream flow.Diverting flow |
Projects like Shahpur-Kandi on the Ravi and
the Ujh multipurpose project have seen
renewed momentum. These aim to store water
previously flowing into Pakistan, allowing
India to finally utilise its entitled 3.6 million
acre-feet (MAF) that often went untapped.

A New Water Doctrine Emerges

India’s recalibration signals a break from its
earlier posture of moral restraint. The new
policy is predicated on conditional reciproci-
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ty: that continued cross-border terrorism will
be met with escalating economic and ecologi-
cal costs.This is not without precedent. After
the 2016 Uri attack, India considered revisit-
ing the treaty. Following the 2019 Pulwama
bombing, it initiated a water diversion on the
Ravi. But the post-Pahalgam suspension of
the IWT represents the most decisive stance
yet — clearly articulating that terrorism and
treaty sanctity cannot run on parallel tracks.
Collaboration to Confrontation

The Indus Waters Treaty, brokered in 1960
with World Bank mediation, allocated 80 per
cent of the total river waters (Indus, Chenab,
Jhelum) to Pakistan and the remaining 20 per
cent (Ravi, Beas, Sutlej) to India.India
retained restricted, non-consumptive rights
over the Western Rivers, mainly for
hydropower, irrigation, and navigation.
Traditionally, New Delhi chose under-utilisa-
tion to avoid regional escalation.But patience
has worn thin. Years of terror attacks traced to
Pakistan-based outfits have forced a
rethink. The freeze in water cooperation —
especially real-time data sharing and advance
flood warnings — is not just administrative
friction; it marks a structural shift. India’s
approach has turned kinetic: the battle is no
longer verbal, but hydraulic.

Water Wars on the Horizon?

Through a calculated manipulation of the
Indus flow, India has touched Pakistan’s most
vulnerable nerve — its water-reliant agrarian
economy, already fragile under political and
economic stress. This pressure tactic high-
lights not only Pakistan’s food and water inse-
curity but also the unsustainable costs of
sponsoring cross-border terrorism.If
Islamabad does not reassess its approach to

A Quiet Revolution In Indian Politics

The Modi Government’s announcement
of the 2027 Census date has set the
stage for a transformative political shift:
The implementation of the long-await-
ed 33 per cent reservation for women in
2029 electionsThe Modi Government’s
recent announcement of the Census
date as March 2027, before the imple-
mentation of a 33 per cent quota for
women in Parliament and State legisla-
tures in 2029 polls, has been welcomed
by women. This is not just a step but a
monumental leap for women’s empow-
erment and gender justice — a cause
that women have long championed.The
introduction of a women’s quota in leg-
islatures, preceded by a Census and
delimitation, is a significant milestone
that must come sooner than later. This
process is closely tied to the concepts of
delimitation and the  Census.
Delimitation will follow the Census,
followed by the implementation of the
one-third quota for women.Why is this
topic coming up now, considering that
the 2029 elections are still some time
away? It seems that the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) aims to keep this
issue in the spotlight to attract women
voters in the interim.All political parties
are making efforts to court women vot-
ers in the upcoming elections, whether
for the Lok Sabha or state assemblies.
State assembly elections, such as those
in Bihar, are scheduled for later this
year, with more set to occur next year.
The Congress party and other
Opposition parties have been criticising
the Modi government for the delay in

conducting the national Census.Two
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scheduled for March 2027, will
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include caste enumeration for
the first time, and the results
will significantly influence the
delimitation process.
Delimitation is not just a techni-
cality but a crucial process as it
redraws the boundaries of par-
liamentary and assembly con-
stituencies, particularly when
the population has increased
more than five times since
Independence. The anticipation

key issues need to be addressed before
the Government can implement the
women’s quota: Census and delimita-
tion. Both are sensitive issues. Once the
data from the Census is available,
Parliament will need to pass a
Delimitation Act to establish a commis-
sion for overseeing the redrawing of
constituency boundaries. Women'’s
empowerment is a long-standing effort
to provide one-third reservation for
women. This goal has been on the agen-
da of previous Governments. However,
the Modi Government successfully
passed the law in 2023, with implemen-
tation scheduled for 2029. Historically,
despite facing Opposition from parties
such as the Samajwadi Party and the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD), the bill was
passed in both houses of Parliament in
2023.Many male representatives
expressed concerns about possibly los-
ing their seats due to the redistribution,
which favoured women. Nevertheless,
the Government pushed the bill
through, and members adhered to the
part WhiE The nationwide Census,
5}

and uncertainty surrounding
this process are palpable.Most politi-
cians are closely monitoring how these
constituencies will be redrawn.
Delimitation can create more con-
stituencies based on the latest Census
data. Media reports say that it could
increase the number of Lok Sabha seats
from 543 to 888 and the number of
Rajya Sabha seats from 250 to 384,
according to a Government response to
the Supreme Court. This increase could
lead to a more representative and
diverse Parliament. Envisaging this, the
new Parliament building has adequate
seating capacity to accommodate the
increased number of members. While
central states such as Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh, and Rajasthan could gain
approximately 31 seats, southern states
like Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, and
Kerala might lose around 26
seats.Currently, the Lok Sabha’s repre-
sentation is based on population figures
from the 1971 Census. The delimitation
of seats was frozen in 1976 and again in
2001 to promote family planning, and
-

this freeze will remain in effect until
after the first Census post-
2026.Southern states are concerned that
reliance solely on population figures
may not accurately reflect their repre-
sentation, as they have successfully
controlled population growth. They
worry about getting fewer seats com-
pared to northern states. Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister MK Stalin stated on X,
“The Indian Constitution mandates
delimitation after the first Census post-
2026. The BJP’s delay of the Census to
2027 reveals their intention to reduce
Tamil Nadu’s parliamentary representa-
tion. We need clear answers from the
Union Government.” Home Minister
Amit Shah has assured that southern
states will not lose any seats on a pro-
rata basis. These changes could not only
alter the numbers but also shake the
existing power base. Political dynasties,
particularly in some northern states,
which are deeply rooted, could lose
their traditional seats of power. Political
parties may need to reassess their strate-
gies.The women’s quota may quietly
usher in one of the most significant
political realignments in decades —
challenging not only regional balance
but also entrenched power hierarchies.
Ultimately, the women’s quota could
become a game changer if it parallels
the earlier initiative that empowered
women’s sarpanches through a bill in
1992. That effort was so successful that
today, there are 1.45 million women
sarpanches. The success of the present
initiative largely depends on women’s

commitment to entering politics.
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Amid mounting criticism over its
decision to make Hindi a compul-
sory subject in schools, the
Maharashtra government has
amended its language policy, now
allowing students to choose an
alternative Indian language as
their third language.The School
Education Department has issued
a revised government resolution
concerning the third language for
pupils in Classes 1 to 5 in Marathi
and English-medium schools.The
updated directive states: "As per
the State Curriculum Framework -
School Education 2024, Hindi will
generally serve as the third lan-
guage from Class 1 to 5 in
Marathi and English medium
schools. However, if students wish
to study another Indian language

Qummitin

Prime Minister Mark Carney’s invitation
to Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
despite ongoing tensions over
Khalistani extremism and human rights
concerns — signals a bid to recalibrate
relations

From Ground Zero Alberta (Canada)

The leaders of the G7, comprising the
world’s wealthiest democracies, convened
in Kananaskis, Alberta, Canada, from June
15 to 17. The meeting served as a signifi-
cant demonstration of the G7’s resolve to
maintain unity during challenging circum-
stances.The most recent G7 meeting took
place in Canada in 2018, during which
President Donald Trump, in the early
stages of his presidency, departed from the
summit in a state of anger.He declined to
endorse the concluding joint statement,
issued threats regarding tariffs against his
fellow leaders, and characterised the Prime
Minister of Canada, Justin Trudeau, as
“very dishonest and weak.”However, on
this occasion, Trump departs from the G7
summit prematurely to address the Israel-
Iran conflict. It is now widely recognised
that Trump’s second presidency is signifi-
cantly more controversial than the first.
The fractures within what can scarcely be
referred to as the “Western family” have
now been thoroughly exposed. In the inter-
im, European initiatives have predomi-
nantly concentrated on preventing a severe
rupture with the United States rather than
attempting to mask the unease stemming
from division. Given this new reality, a
successful summit is characterised by the
absence of melodrama or significant con-
frontation. Mitigating the damage has
emerged as a goal in its own right. While
Mark Carney has found himself in the
unusual position of hosting a US president
who has repeatedly claimed that his coun-
try, Canada, should be the 51st US state, he
has had to explain to him that his country
Is not for sale. For this year’s summit amid
a perilous escalation in the Middle East
and Mr. Trump’s reshaping of global
alliances.Also, as soon as Indian PM
Narinder Modi lands at Calgary airport,
some Sikhs and MPs oppose his G7 atten-
dance, citing India’s human rights record.
Despite this, the new information-sharing
pact is a major step toward normalising
relations and addressing internal security
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in place of Hindi, they will be
allowed to do so."The resolution
adds: "If at least 20 students in a
particular class at a school opt for
a language other than Hindi, a
teacher will be appointed for that
language. If the number is less
than 20, the language will be
taught through online mode."This
directive, issued by the state's
School Education and Sports
Department, is in line with the
newly adopted State Curriculum
Framework (SCF) 2023, which
seeks to implement a standardised
multilingual education model
across Mahara shtra.Under the
revised policy, Marathi will
remain a compulsory subject in all
schools, regardless of the medium
of instruction.In non-Marathi and

challenges in both nations.While the advo-
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non-English medium schools,
the three languages to be
taught from Classes 1 to 5
will include the school's medi-
um of instruction, Marathi,
and English.The language
structure for Classes 6 to 10
will continue as outlined in
the State Curriculum
Framework.Back in April this |
year, the state government had |
put on hold its initial plan to make
Hindi mandatory as a third lan-
guage for Classes 1 to 5 in
Marathi and English-medium
schools.School Education Minister
Dada Bhuse had announced that
an amended government resolu-
tion (GR) would be issued on the
subject.The original decision to
impose Hindi as a third language
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had drawn sharp criticism, includ-
ing political opposition from par-
ties such as the Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena
(MNS).Resistance to the move
also followed shortly after the
state's language consultation com-
mittee urged Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis to reconsider
and rescind the directive.

Canaca: Diplomacy Tested, Aliances Straing

allow Canada and India to

cacy group Sikhs for Justice held a day of
protests Monday, Modi landed at the
Calgary airport in the evening and then

made his way to the summit in the nearby | D 9 D 80 9 [
wilderness retreat of Kananaskis. Then on ﬂ :
Tuesday, condemning Indian Prime :

Minister Narendra Modi as he visits the

G7 leaders’ summit.The protest in down- |

town Calgary included posters of the
leader handcuffed in a prison jumpsuit and
another depicting him behind bars. The

relationship between the two nations hasg'# .
worsened since Canada accused Indian Vi

Government agents of assassinating
Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a 45-year-old natu-
ralised Canadian citizen and prominent
advocate for a separate Sikh homeland in
India. New Delhi calls the claims “absurd”
and “preposterous.” Punjab is uneasy
about India-Canada tensions over the Sikh
slaughter. The controversy damaged India-
Canada ties, prompting diplomatic expul-
sions in 2023 and 2024.Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney is open-minded and
forward-thinking. He warmly invited
Modi to attend the summit, despite India’s
economic, commercial, market, and strate-
gic importance. In this digital technology
era, the G7+5, an informal alliance of
major developing economies, has invited
India, Mexico, Brazil, and South Africa as
guests in previous years. India, Brazil,
South Africa, Russia, and China founded
the BRICS alliance of developing coun-
tries, which some see as a mirror of the
G7’s geopolitical and economic competi-
tion.The G7 and invited parties reached a
wide consensus on these invitations. The
data shows India’s 50-year exit from the
G7, while the invitations emphasise the
guests’ economic might outside. With less
than 1 per cent of the world’s GDP, Russia
first visited the G7 in 1992. Meanwhile,
the five original BRICS nations had less
than 9 per cent of world GDP. The G7
accounted for 63 per cent of global GDP.
The G7 currently accounts for 44 per cent
of global GDP, whereas the original
BRICS have quadrupled to 25 per cent.
Since becoming the 47th President of the
United States for the second time on
January 21, 2025, Trump’s aggressive,
capitalist, and expansionist policies have
caused turmoil in the US and across the

ﬁ

globe Trump s terror tariffs and |mm|gra-
tion crackdowns have sparked violent
demonstrations in several US states for the
second time. On April 5, 2025, 1400 sites
in 50 US states conducted the first anti-
regime protests.Now violent demonstra-
tions against immigration deportation con-
tinue. Canada joined in 1976.The G-8
group included Russia, but it ejected it in
2014 for annexing Crimea. These gather-
ings often include other major nations.
France hosted this organisation’s 2019
conference and welcomed India for the
first time. Invitations have continued
since. The world’s fourth biggest economy
is India. India has a greater economy than
France, Italy, Canada, and Japan. Canada
needs new trustworthy partners to address
global peace, law, and order issues. After
Justin  Trudeau’s Liberal Party beat
Stephen Harper’s Conservatives in 2015,
Canada was in high demand worldwide.
Now things have changed. At the summit
today (Tuesday), Prime Minister Modi will
address energy security, technology, and
innovation, particularly the Al-Energy
Alliance and quantum challenges, with G7
leaders, invited outreach nations, and
international organisation leaders.Canada
spent $300 million and $600 million host-
ing the G-7 meetings in Huntsville,
Ontario, in 2010 and Charlevoix, Quebec,
in 2018. This meeting should deliver
iImportant outcomes.The Indian Prime
Minister may have a chance to address
national interests, diplomatic, trade, eco-
nomic, and military problems with G-7
and other leaders, as well as Pakistan’s
role in worldwide terrorism.While Indian
political observers say Modi’s visit may

rebalance ties. As Canada’s
prime minister since March,
Carney has raised hopes of a

i 00 0000950 Jthaw. According to former
_gr Indian envoy to the US Meera

Shankar, Modi’s trip will
“hopefully mark the beginning
- |of a reset in India’s relations
*|with Canada, which have plum-
meted over the Canadian alle-
gations regarding the Nijjar
dcase and India’s belief that
ol Canada indulges Sikh extrem-
2 M ism directed against India.”She
said both sides gain “if the relationship is
stabilised, particularly in a volatile world.
With bilateral trade hitting $9 billion in
2023 and Canadian pension funds invest-
ing $55 billion in India, India and Canada
have strong commercial and interpersonal
ties. About 5 per cent of Canada’s popula-
tion is Indian, with roughly 2 million liv-
ing there. The US and North America are
the top choices for Indian students pursu-
ing higher education.
Outstanding issues and relationship impli-
cations
New Delhi and Ottawa are trying to repair
their ties, but Nijjar’s murder remains
unsolved. The group supports “Khalistan,”
a fringe separatist movement seeking an
independent Sikh state from India. New
Delhi wants stricter steps against India’s
banned Khalistan movement.On the other
hand, Senator Baltej Singh Dhillon, a for-
mer member of the Mounted Police, wrote
in a public essay on Sunday that “inviting
Prime Minister Modi currently represents
a troubling departure from our principles.”
He also stated that “prioritising short-term
strategic calculations over long-term dem-
ocratic values” “sends the message that
trade and geopolitical interests matter
more than sovereignty, justice, and public
trust” and that “there are no real conse-
guences for foreign interference in our
democracy.” In the end, the meeting will
test Canada’s global leadership and
Carney’s diplomacy. Canada has a unique
opportunity to establish a host. If this sum-
mit goes well, Canada might become a
more vital Western partner amid high ten-
sions and risks. Canada may lose credibil-
ity for years if it doesn’t.
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