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India’s royal: Distorted past, erased Iegacy

This persistent typecasting of erstwhile
princely states not only disregards their
diverse contributions to the nation, but
also reveals the broader danger of allowing
pop culture, politics, and prejudice to
hijack historical truthSocial historian
Philip Jordan sagely notes, “History is an
aggregate of half-truths, semi-truths,
fables, myths, rumours, prejudices, per-
sonal narratives, gossip and official pre-
varications”. This truism insists that the
wider understanding of history is always
subject to cherry-picking by those with the
“monopoly of the narrative” to frame a
certain narrative that they prefer.

Anyone (or any side) can be made to look
like a saint or sinner, depending on who
gets to define “history”. In a 5000-year-old
civilisation given to many dark corridors
of ravages and societal wounds, it is only
natural that certain perceptions (not neces-
sarily truths) have evolved.These percep-
tions can be further preyed upon to stitch
stereotypes — therefore care and sensitiv-
ity to avoid demonising any individual,

Recoanisin

India is already seeing millions displaced
by floods, droughts, cyclones, and deserti-
fication. Yet, these climate refugees
remain legally unrecognised and political-
ly ignored. It’s time the nation confronts
this growing humanitarian crisisAs the
global community marks World Refugee
Day on June 20, it is appropriate to con-
template the challenges endured by mil-
lions forced to leave their homes due to
conflict, violence, or persecution.
Nevertheless, there exists another urgent
crisis that often remains unnoticed — the
increasing number of people displaced not
by war, but by the harsh realities of climate
change. These individuals, known as cli-
mate refugees, remain outside the purview
of international refugee law; however,
their numbers are escalating at an alarming
rate. For a nation like India, which is
acutely vulnerable to climate-induced dis-
asters, acknowledging and addressing this
issue is both a moral obligation and a cru-
cial aspect of policy formulation.Climate
refugees are those compelled to migrate
due to environmental changes, such as ris-
ing sea levels, severe flooding, prolonged
droughts, cyclones, and desertification.
However, within the current international
legal framework, particularly the 1951 UN
Refugee Convention, these individuals are
not officially recognised as refugees. The
Convention primarily addresses those flee-
ing persecution based on race, religion,
nationality, political beliefs, or member-
ship in a particular social group.
Consequently, those displaced by climate
events find themselves in a legally uncer-
tain position. Since the majority of them
migrate internally rather than crossing
international borders, they do not qualify
for traditional refugee protection, compli-
cating efforts to support them.Globally, the
extent of displacement caused by climate
change is already staggering. According to
the Internal Displacement Monitoring
Centre, approximately 14 million people
in India were displaced due to extreme
weather events in 2020 alone. Between
2015 and 2024, over 32 million individu-
als in India were compelled to move due to
disasters, making the country one of the
top three nations most affected by climate-
induced displacement, alongside China
and the Philippines. The World Bank esti-
mates that by 2050, up to 143 million peo-

community, or set of “types” is imperative.
The Indian Constitution further articulated
provisions that insisted on the equality of
all without any form of
discrimination.Therefore, Article 14 on
Equality of Law, Article 15 on Prohibition
of Discrimination, Article 16 on Equality
of Opportunity in Public Employment,
Article 17 on Abolition of Untouchability,
Article 18 on Abolition of Titles etc., all
put the citizenry on equal footing with no
allowance for any further disparagement
of any.Sadly, from unhinged politicians,
toxic clergy (from all religions), amoral
media hawks, regional/ethnic suprema-
cists, to even the entertainment honchos in
the Film Industry, all partake in the stereo-
typing route to fructify their selfish objec-
tives, without considering their impact on
the larger society. This insensitivity perpet-
uates dangerous and unfair stereotypes.
The entertainment industry is rife with the
image of fierce gun-wielding Thakurs,
money-lending  Mahajans,  comical
Sardars, heavily accented Gorkha watch-

Climate Re

ple in Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, and
Latin America could become internal cli-
mate migrants, with India projected to rep-
resent a significant portion of this figure
due to its large and climate-sensitive pop-
ulation.A notable case that gained global
attention involved loane Teitiota from
Kiribati, a Pacific island nation facing the
threat of rising sea levels. Teitiota sought
asylum in New Zealand, claiming that
environmental degradation endangered his
life. Although his initial application was
denied, the UN Human Rights Committee
subsequently ruled that Governments
should refrain from returning individuals
to nations where climate change poses a
risk to their right to life. While this ruling
lacks legal enforceability, it has set an
important precedent and underscored the
urgent need for a broader interpretation of
refugee protections relating to climate
change.India’s vulnerability to climate
change is intricately linked to its geogra-
phy, socio-economic conditions, and
reliance on industries vulnerable to climate
impacts, such as agriculture, fisheries, and
forestry. Areas like Odisha and West
Bengal are addressing the threats posed by
rising sea levels and saltwater intrusion,
complicating agricultural and fishing
activities. In the Himalayan region and
Northeast, unpredictable rainfall, glacial
melting, and frequent flash floods are
compelling people to leave their resi-
dences in search of safer
livelihoods.Ongoing droughts in
Maharashtra and Gujarat are driving rural
families toward urban areas, where they
often end up in overcrowded slums lacking
access to essential services. Annual floods
in Bihar, Uttarakhand, and Assam displace
thousands and cause significant damage to
homes and infrastructure. Likewise, in
coastal regions like Kerala and Tamil
Nadu, displacements resulting from
cyclones are becoming increasingly com-
mon. In Rajasthan and certain regions of
Madhya Pradesh, advancing desertifica-
tion is rendering extensive areas increas-
ingly uninhabitable.Despite these realities,
India does not yet have a specific legal or
policy framework to tackle displacement
triggered by climate change. Although the
2008 National Action Plan on Climate
Change presents strategies for sustainable
development, it does not directly address

men et al. That these stereotypes denote
real-time people from societal/ethnic/reli-
gious groupings who may or may not sub-
scribe to such occupations or characterisa-
tion, is regrettably ignored.Democracy is a
double-edged sword that cuts both ways
— at one end, it asserts the equalising push
of constitutionality, and at the other end, it
puts those in the “minority” (any stereo-
typed grouping) at the risk of ridicule,
especially if such a group does not have
the adequate numbers to fight back. For
such a “minority” group, even the new-
found “cancel-culture” is meaningless and
inefficacious. Such an aggrieved group
finds itself struggling to nuance a narrative
that is so one-sidedly simplistic, and detri-
mental to its perceptions. One such group
given to lazy generalisation, mockery, and
derision, is the erstwhile “Royals”, repre-
senting the 565 odd Princely States (pre-
independence) or their minor feudatories.
The common perception about them still
veers around being trapped in the past and
living  debauched and  decadent

oes on World

the issue of human mobility. The National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA)
includes displacement as part of its disas-
ter response strategies; however, there is a
deficiency in actionable plans, financial
support, and sustainable rehabilitation
methods. In 2022, a private member’s bill
— the Climate Migrants (Protection and
Rehabilitation) Bill was introduced in
Parliament. This bill sought to create a
framework for the identification, protec-
tion, and rehabilitation of those impacted
by climate change, but unfortunately failed
to gain traction and lapsed without further
debate.The lack of legislative progress
highlights the minimal political focus on
this critical issue. India needs to act
promptly and with determination.
Primarily, it is crucial to establish a com-
prehensive national policy framework that
specifically addresses migration caused by
climate factors. A well-defined policy
would clarify responsibilities, identify
populations at risk, and lay the ground-
work for institutional support and resettle-
ment. In the absence of legal recognition,
climate migrants remain unacknowledged,
making them susceptible to exploitation,
discrimination, and neglect. Moreover,
enhancing local and regional adaptation
efforts is vital to mitigate forced migration.
Focused investments in climate-resilient
infrastructure, sustainable job opportuni-
ties, and early warning systems are essen-
tial for at-risk communities. By strength-
ening local resilience, the necessity for
migration can be reduced while ensuring
that urban and peri-urban areas accommo-
dating climate migrants are adequately
equipped with housing, sanitation, health-
care, and strategies for disaster risk reduc-
tion.Lastly, India ought to establish a ded-
icated fund for climate refugees and dis-

lives.Supposedly handlebar-moustached
men of the group still drive around in open
jeeps with the demure ladies with their
heads covered in French Chiffon sarees
and Basra pearls tinkering around,
demurely! This wholly inadequate and
reductive image harks back to the times of
Life magazine published in 1947 which
noted the Maharajas to have “11 titles,
three uniforms, 5.8 wives, 12.6 children,
five palaces, 9.2 elephants, and not less
than 3.4 Rolls Royce cars”!While the
essential reality has evolved to far more
egalitarian moorings, the stereotypes per-
sist. That there is a new breed of overenti-
tled and affluent ‘Maharajas’ (from the
world of politics, industry captains and
even entertainment czars) — yet the sur-
name of most villains in films is still suf-
fixed with “Singh”!In a shocking portray-
al of stereotyping a community, the 1992
film Jo Jeeta Wohi Sikandar featured two
colleges representing contrasting social
classes, values, and conduct: Rajput
College and Model College.

ee Day

placed individuals. Unlike traditional dis-
aster relief funds that focus on immediate
responses, this fund should promote long-
term rehabilitation, skill development,
social integration, and infrastructure
Improvements in resettlement areas.
Collaborations between the public and pri-
vate sectors, international technical sup-
port, and contributions from global climate
funds could greatly assist in realising this
initiative. The global community has start-
ed to acknowledge the urgent threat posed
by climate-driven migration; however, the
responses undertaken remain fragmented
and insufficient.Reports from the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) have consistently empha-
sised South Asia as one of the regions most
vulnerable to climate change. The reper-
cussions for India will encompass not just
environmental concerns, but also econom-
ic, social, and political challenges, as cli-
mate-induced displacement could strain
urban infrastructure, exacerbate inequality,
and heighten tensions in already fragile
areas.World Refugee Day, with this year’s
theme of “Solidarity with Refugees,”
serves as an important reminder of our col-
lective responsibility to help those who
have been forced to leave their homes,
communities, and sources of livelihood.
Although the historical emphasis has been
on individuals fleeing from conflict and
persecution, it is crucial that we now
expand our compassion and recognition to
include those displaced by climate change.
Climate refugees are not merely victims;
they are resilient individuals facing the
consequences of a crisis they did not cre-
ate. As the impacts of climate change
intensify, India must take the initiative. It
Is essential to widen the national dialogue
on displacement to specifically acknowl-
edge climate refugees and ensure that our
policies, legal frameworks, and institu-
tions adapt to address this emerging
humanitarian issue. By taking these steps,
India can turn solidarity into meaningful
action, demonstrating leadership in
response to one of the most urgent global
challenges of our time. Protecting the
rights and dignity of individuals affected
by climate change is not only a moral obli-
gation but also a reflection of our shared
humanity.
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It is a fact that Elon Musk is
one of the most controversial
and also the debated individu-
als in the global political
arena. After his historic
involvement in the electoral
campaign in the United .
States, he became one of the biggest global
icon.Coming to the topic, now, there have been
certain media speculations about the possible
drugging activity involving Elon. He had a pretty
strong reaction to the same.Elon Musk has once
again challenged media reports accusing him of
drug use by releasing a fresh drug test report. The
controversy started after The New York Times
published an article claiming that Musk regularly
used ketamine and other substances during the
2024 Trump campaign. In response, Musk under-
went a urine drug test on June 11 at a lab in Austin,
Texas.The test checked for multiple substances,
including ketamine, ecstasy, cocaine, ampheta-
mines, LSD, and fentanyl. On June 17, Musk post-
ed the negative results on social media with a sim-
ple “lol” caption, suggesting that the accusations
were baseless.Not stopping there, on June 19,
Musk renewed his attack on the media by re-post-
ing the test results and directly calling out The
New York Times and The Wall Street Journal. He
labeled them “fake journalists” and challenged
them to take similar drug tests and share their
results publicly.However, some critics pointed out
that urine tests only detect recent drug use, typical-
ly within the last 2 to 10 days. They argue that a
more reliable method, like a hair follicle test,
could provide a clearer picture of long-term sub-
stance use. The debate continues as Musk remains
firm in defending his reputation.
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The former chief minister of Andhra Pradesh Y§
Jagan is usually very dynamic and attractive when
it comes to addressing Media conferences and the
same was on full display today. Jagan was
absolutely in his element as he delivered a knock-
out speech in front of the Media.One of the prin-
cipal narratives carried by Jagan during his Media
confidence today is the replica of the Pushpa man-
nerism, which was already emulated in the posters
that were carried at his meeting yesterday.
Incidentally, unexpected posters like “Rappa
Rappa” We are seen at the public meeting held by
YS Jagan yesterday and this led to intense back-
lash from the incumbent NDA government.
However, Jagan appeared to be least bothered
about this detrimental comments from the incum-
bent government as he validated his stance. “What
is wrong in using Pushpa dialogue? Are we living
in a democracy? What is so wrong about using a
film dialogue for a political campaign?”.Jagan
was absolutely dismissive with his response as he
fully backed the actions of his party men. And on
top of that, he even did the famous Pushpa man-
nerism by gesturing with his beard.Jagan was sur-
prisingly dynamic at the Media conference today
as he appeared not to have any filters while
addressing several crucial topics.
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India’s New Titans of Wealth: 2025

Anant and Akash Ambani, from Reliance
Industries, have topped the list of India's
wealthiest individuals with a combined
fortune of ?3.59 lakh crore. Isha Ambani is
recognised as the richest woman in busi-
ness, with a net worth of ?3.58 lakh crore,
ranking her third overall. This information
comes from the 360 ONE Wealth Creators
List 2025, compiled in collaboration with
CRISIL.The list includes 2,013 individu-
als, each possessing at least ?500 crore in
assets. Collectively, their wealth amounts
to ?100 lakh crore, which is about one-
third of India's GDP. The median net worth
among these individuals stands at ?1,423
crore. Following the Ambanis are
Vinodbhai, Gautambhai, and Rajesh Adani
from the Adani Group, with fortunes of
?2.72 lakh crore, ?2.48 lakh crore, and
?2.16 lakh crore respectively.

Young Wealth Creators and Industry
Insights

A notable trend is the emergence of young
Indian wealth creators; 143 individuals on
the list are under 40 years old. Shashvat

tAre New

Donald Trump administration in the
United States has come with its own
set of regulations on the issuance of
new student visa, and the same can be
understood from the fact that certain
restrictions were placed on new visas
these days.Coming to the topic now,
the U.S. government has resumed issu-
ing student visas (F, M, and J cate-
gories) after a temporary halt in May.
As part of this process, they have now
made social media screening mandato-
ry for all applicants.According to a
new directive sent to all embassies and
consulates, visa officers will thorough-
ly check the social media activity of
students. This includes platforms like
X (formerly Twitter), Facebook, and
Instagram.Applicants must keep their

The US Food and Drug

Administration has approved
Lenacapavir, a long-acting drug for
HIV prevention. This medication
requires only two injections per
year and offers nearly complete
protection against HIV. The World
Health Organization has welcomed
this decision, highlighting it as a
significant step in global efforts to
prevent new HIV infections and
provide treatment to all affected
individuals.Despite decades of
progress in HIV treatment, over a
million new cases are reported
annually. A highly effective vaccine
remains unavailable. Pre-exposure
prophylaxis (PrEP) drugs have
existed for years but require daily
intake, which many find challeng-
ing to maintain consistently.
Clinical Trials and Effectiveness
Lenacapavir has shown remarkable
results in clinical trials, reducing
the risk of HIV infection by over
99.9% in adults and adolescents.
Gilead Sciences conducted two
major trials: one with over 2,000
women in Sub-Saharan Africa,
resulting in a 100% reduction in
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Nakrani, aged 27 and co-founder of
BharaPe, is the youngest among them.
Promoters from Reliance, Adani, and Tata
Group contribute nearly 24% to the total
promoter wealth estimated at ?36 lakh
crore.The top 50 business houses account
for 59% of the total wealth on this list.
Reliance and Adani Enterprises alone hold
a significant share of 12%. Among first-
generation billionaires under 40 years old,
digital disruptors are prominent; 46% have
amassed wealth through online platforms.
Sectoral Contributions to Wealth

Approximately 60% of this new wealth
originates from sectors like fintech, e-com-
merce, edtech, and investment platforms

s

social media profiles public

such as Zerodha and Upstox. Swiggy and
PhysicsWallah also contribute significant-
ly. In terms of industries driving wealth
creation, pharma leads with 174 billion-
aires followed by financial services (158)
and IT (134).Banking, telecoms, and avia-
tion sectors generate the highest per capita
wealth. Geographically speaking, Mumbai
remains India's financial hub with 577
wealthy individuals controlling 40% of
total wealth. New Delhi accounts for 17%,
Bengaluru for 8%, while Ahmedabad holds
a share of 5%.

Women Leaders in Business

The list highlights the presence of women
leaders in business growth; it features 72
women founders actively contributing to
their respective fields. This representation
underscores their growing influence in
shaping India's economic landscape.This
comprehensive report provides insights
into India's evolving economic dynamics
by highlighting key players across various
sectors contributing significantly to nation-

al prosperity
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during the visa process.
Officers will review posts,
comments, likes, and overall
online behavior. They will be
searching for any content that
shows anti-American senti-
ment, extremist views, sup-
port for terrorist groups like
Hamas, or antisemitic
remarks. Even a simple like
or share of problematic con-
tent may raise concerns.If an
applicant refuses to allow
access to their social media

accounts or restricts privacy settings, it
may be considered as hiding some-
thing.This can lead to delays or even
visa rejection. In addition to social

media, officials may also check search
engine results, personal websites, and
online forums to fully evaluate the
applicant’s background and intentions.

(- A P

infections, and another involving
more than 2,000 men and gender-
diverse individuals, where only two
infections were recorded.

This is a historic day in the fight
against HIV," stated Daniel O'Day,
Chairman and CEO of Gilead
Sciences. The drug needs to be
administered only twice a year and
has demonstrated excellent out-
comes in clinical studies," he
added.

Cost Concerns

Although Gilead has not disclosed
the price of Lenacapavir, analysts
estimate that the annual cost for US
patients could reach $25,000. There

are calls for Gilead to
significantly reduce the
price to help end the
HIV epidemic. Andrew
Hill from Liverpool
University noted that
even high-income coun-
tries might struggle to
afford Lenacapavir if it
costs more than
$20,000 annually.UN
Under-Secretary-
General Winnie
Byanyima expressed
concerns about the pricing:
"Charging a thousand times more
for a drug capable of ending an epi-
demic is unacceptable." She
emphasized that such expensive
medications cannot eradicate
AIDS.The approval of Lenacapavir
marks an important milestone in
combating one of the world's most
severe public health challenges
caused by the HIV virus. While
efforts continue globally to make
treatments accessible to everyone
living with HIV, this development
brings hope for better prevention
strategies.
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