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Anatomy of a manufactured catastrophe
This is not merely a war between two
nations — it is a theatre where the myths
of empire and the machinery of global
power collide, leaving civilian lives shat-
tered and the region teetering on the brink
of deeper disintegrationThat was brutal
and predicated on years of fabricated
deceit. But that is how power operates.
Netanyahu is not acting in isolation; he
was ushered into this calamity with calcu-
lated endorsement from the West. For both
Iran and Israel, this is a zero-sum con-
frontation — a tragic entanglement where
ancient antagonisms, contemporary
geopolitics, and enduring colonial residues
violently intersect.What is most intellectu-
ally arresting is the glaring paradox
Western powers routinely embrace. When
Netanyahu launches a premeditated and
unlawful assault on Iran, it is euphemisti-
cally labelled as a measure of self-defence.
Yet when Vladimir Putin deploys forces
into Ukraine, the West decries it as an
unprovoked invasion.This hypocrisy in
moral reasoning illustrates the incoherence
of Western ethical frameworks — marked
by selective outrage, selective jurispru-
dence, and selective memory.  Netanyahu
is actively courting American bombard-
ment of Tehran, even venturing so far as to
suggest the types of ordnance most suit-
able for maximum devastation. Trump,
meanwhile, hesitates — not over Iran’s
fate, but because the ensuing ramifications
will inevitably encircle him. This cynical
arithmetic typifies the geopolitical stage
on which empires perform their cruelties.
A week has now passed since Netanyahu’s
incursion into Iran — a deliberate cam-
paign tacitly sanctioned by the United
States and its constellation of affluent
allies, whose modern prosperity is insepa-
rable from centuries of extraction and sys-
temic plunder. War, whether desirable or
not, remains the central mechanism by
which empires assert dominion, redraw
territories, and dismantle resistance.
Israel’s open defiance of international law
— manifest in its missile barrage on
Iranian soil — lays bare an unsettling
truth: if global powers truly revered inter-
national legal norms, Netanyahu’s actions

would face unequivocal denunciation.
Instead, one could argue — chillingly —
that he affirms history’s most ominous
prophecies.Western media, complicit in
sanitising this act of aggression, frames it
as an “unprecedented” strike — yet again
resorting to euphemism to mask illegality.
This was not an improvisational operation;
it was the culmination of extensive clan-
destine preparation by Netanyahu and his
ultranationalist Orthodox coalition.
Israel’s intelligence apparatus has, over
decades, embedded itself within the archi-
tecture of Iranian society, executing key
figures and orchestrating strategic assassi-
nations. The latest Friday strikes were not
merely military engagements — they con-
stituted a coordinated political decapita-
tion, targeting senior officials central to the
Iranian state. Iranian society today endures
compounded crises. Their tenacity and
national pride remain steadfast, yet they
are economically suffocated by Western
sanctions, which have induced runaway
inflation and scarcity. From first-hand
experience in Tehran, Iranians are not con-
sumed by a siege mentality; rather, they
display a cautious hospitality that, once
trust is earned, transforms into deep gen-
erosity — qualities starkly misrepresented
in Western discourse. In contrast, Israelis
are socialised into a perpetual state of exis-
tential fear. “Security” is not merely policy
— it is a psychological infrastructure, per-
meating every aspect of public and private
life. Israel’s economy thrives not only
through sanctioned trade but also through
its robust arms industry and cyber-warfare
enterprises, often exported under the guise

of national expertise. This diver-
gence in societal conditioning is
critical: it reflects distinct historical
wounds and geopolitical compul-
sions.To grasp Israel’s war on Iran,
one must situate it within the long
arc of Western imperial entrench-
ment in West Asia. This history is
punctuated by covert operations,
artificial borders, and a strategy of
managed chaos. The 1953 CIA-
backed coup in Iran — toppling the
democratically elected Prime

Minister Mohammad Mossadegh and rein-
stating the autocratic Shah — is emblemat-
ic of this trajectory. For decades, Western
powers suppressed indigenous sovereignty
while installing compliant strongmen. The
1979 Islamic Revolution was not merely
theological upheaval; it was a radical
assertion of national agency forged in the
crucible of sustained foreign domination.
In the revolution’s wake, Iranian society
was reconstituted through a deep-rooted
collectivism and assertive nationalism that
continues to shape its resistance against
external coercion.Viewed through this
prism, Netanyahu’s tenure may be remem-
bered as one of the most corrosive in
Israel’s history. By fusing religious chau-
vinism with militaristic expansionism, he
has eviscerated Israel’s democratic ethos,
transforming “security” into a tool of terri-
torial expropriation and systemic
Palestinian disenfranchisement. His esca-
lation against Iran is not merely a tactical
error; it is an incitement to regional disin-
tegration. Framed as a crusade for “uncon-
ditional surrender”, his belligerence risks
igniting a broader conflagration whose
consequences will inevitably recoil upon
Israel itself.Netanyahu, then, appears less
as a strategist than as a provocateur, reck-
lessly agitating the region’s deepest histor-
ical and sectarian fissures. According to
Haaretz, an independent Israeli media out-
let operating despite a severely censored
and often propagandistic Israeli media
environment, several prominent progres-
sive Jewish groups were notably absent
from the so-called “joint unity statement”
backing Israel’s strikes on Iran. They argue

that diplomacy, not bombs, has proven
effective in preventing nuclear prolifera-
tion — revealing significant divisions
within the Jewish community over
Netanyahu’s war. Despite sustained bom-
bardment, millions of Iranians remain in
Tehran. Their refusal to flee is not
naïveté—it is a visceral affirmation of
identity and resistance. The Iranian public
consciousness, hardened by decades of
war, sanctions, and subterfuge, manifests a
collective defiance often misread in the
West. The state’s nationalist discourse res-
onates beyond clerical authority; it chan-
nels a cultural memory of resistance
against imperial intrusion. Moreover, the
disproportionate risk to civilians is stag-
gering. Israeli operations ostensibly target-
ing senior military personnel inevitably
endanger entire urban populations, as
these individuals live and operate within
densely populated civilian zones.The
International Atomic Energy Agency has
repeatedly found no conclusive evidence
that Iran is pursuing a nuclear weapon sys-
tematically. Yet, Western powers wield this
unverified threat as a pretext for military
aggression. The contradictory statements
from US officials — from intelligence
directors denying Iran’s weaponisation
efforts to presidents asserting Tehran is
“very close” to the bomb — reflect a
politicisation of intelligence designed to
justify interventionism. History has shown
the futility of liberal interventionist fan-
tasies: that democracy can be air-dropped
or imposed through market restructur
ing.The Arab Spring, once heralded as a
democratic revival, instead expedited the
collapse of fragile states and exacerbated
regional instability. Netanyahu’s war on
Iran is not an anomaly — it is the terminal
result of accumulated imperial failures,
ideological rigidity, and historical amne-
sia. It confirms a grim axiom: when utop
ias collapse, it is always the powerless w
ho bleed. His offensive, cloaked in the pie
ties of national security, belongs to a lon
ger, darker chronicle, one whose conclu-
sion will define the fate of West Asia and
the very contours of justice in our century.

Israel–Iran conflict: A test of India’s diplomatic agility
The ongoing conflict between Israel and
Iran marks the most intense direct mili-
tary confrontation between two Middle
Eastern nations in decades. On June 13,
2025, Israel launched “Operation Rising
Lion”, deploying over 200 aircraft to tar-
get Iran’s nuclear and military installa-
tions at Natanz, Tabriz, and areas near
Tehran. The strikes reportedly set back
Iran’s uranium enrichment programme
by several years. In swift retaliation, Iran
launched waves of ballistic missiles and
drone swarms targeting Israeli civilian
areas, prompting mass evacuations in
cities like Haifa and Tel Aviv. Israel’s
strategic calculus is centred on pre-emp-
tion and deterrence.Faced with Tehran’s
decade-long pursuit of nuclear weapons,
Israel opted for precise air strikes instead
of a prolonged ground campaign — aim-
ing to decapitate Iran’s atomic leader-
ship, cripple enrichment facilities, and
weaken the Quds Force, the external
operations arm of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC).
Iran, in contrast, has relied on asymmet-
rical warfare: launching over 100 mis-
siles at Israeli urban centres, mobilising
its proxy networks in Syria, Lebanon,

and Iraq, and deploying cyberattacks to
complement its kinetic operations.
Domestically, economic turmoil and ris-
ing public discontent in Iran may be pres-
suring Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei to explore diplomatic back
channels, even as he publicly vows retal-
iation. The Israel–Iran confrontation has
shaken global oil markets. In early June,
Brent crude spiked nearly $10 per barrel,
peaking at $78 amid fears of disruptions
to the Strait of Hormuz, a critical choke-
point through which one-fifth of the
world’s seaborne oil flows. The volatility
underscores the fragility of energy mar-
kets, where even minor strikes on oil
infrastructure can trigger disproportion-
ate swings in futures, fuelling global
inflationary pressures. For India, which
imports between 80 and 85 per cent of its
crude oil, such price shocks have imme-
diate consequences. On June 13, the
Reserve Bank of India intervened in cur-
rency markets as the rupee slid to a two-
month low of `86.20 against the US dol-
lar. Rising fuel costs threaten to widen
the trade deficit, erode household pur-
chasing power, and reignite inflationary
pressures. Yet, India’s projected 7.5 per

cent GDP growth in FY2025 provides
some fiscal room to absorb external
shocks.Additionally, the Government’s
proactive fuel hedging strategies and a
diversified supplier base offer crucial
buffers against supply volatility.India
maintains robust ties with both Iran and
Israel. Tehran remains a strategic partner
in energy and regional connectivity, par-
ticularly through the Chabahar Port proj-
ect, which facilitates access to Central
Asia despite Western sanctions.
Simultaneously, India–Israel relations
have flourished, with bilateral trade
exceeding $7 billion, deepening defence
cooperation, and intensified intelligence
sharing on counterterrorism. Navigating
this tightrope requires deft diplomacy to
avoid alienating either side while pre-
serving broader strategic alignments with
the US and Gulf nations. India’s dual
engagement underscores its commitment
to strategic autonomy and multipolar
diplomacy. Beyond immediate crisis
management, India has the opportunity to
assume a proactive diplomatic role.
Leveraging its upcoming G20 presidency
and leadership within the Quad, India
could initiate a “West Asia Stability

Dialogue” — a Track II peace process
involving the Arab League, the EU, Iran,
and Israel under one neutral platform.
Simultaneously, fast-tracking the
India–Middle East–Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC) would reinforce India’s
position as a key trade and energy
bridge.Deepening partnerships in green
hydrogen and solar energy with Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) nations
would also help reduce oil dependence
while supporting a broader regional sta-
bility agenda.The Israel–Iran conflict
illustrates the perils of unchecked nuclear
proliferation and proxy warfare. For
India, this is a test of diplomatic agility,
energy resilience, and economic fore-
sight, as well as a chance to assert leader-
ship in shaping a multipolar, rules-based
order in West Asia. By championing mul-
tilateralism, reinforcing strategic autono-
my, and accelerating its energy transition,
India can not only safeguard its national
interests but also play a pivotal role in
stabilising one of the world’s most
volatile regions.
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NITI Aayog’s Push for Genetically Modified Imports Sparks Outrage
NITI Aayog’s recommendation to allow
genetically modified (GM) agricultural
imports under the proposed India-US trade
agreement has sparked strong opposition
from farmer organisations. This could
undermine India’s food security and erode
the country’s agricultural sovereigntyA
few days ago, in a working paper, NITI
Aayog recommended, to the Indian
Government that the import of genetically
modified (GM) agricultural products
should be allowed in the currently pro-
posed India-US trade agreement. In this,
NITI Aayog has also specifically men-
tioned crops like maize and soybean. It has
also been suggested in the working paper
that the Government should also offer
opening of the import of those agricultural
products also, which are either not pro-
duced in India or their production is so low
that their import will not have any signifi-
cant impact on the farmers. In this regard,
the working paper gives examples of rice,
black pepper, soybean oil, shrimp, tea, cof-
fee, dairy products, poultry, apples,
almonds, pistachio etc., whose import has
been recommended to be opened.After the
recommendations by NITI Aayog in this
working paper, there have been strong
reactions from the farmer organisations
including the Bharatiya Kisan Sangh
(BKS) and in this regard, NITI Aayog has
been vehemently criticised and it has been
said that these suggestions are against the
interests of the country in general and
farmers in particular. For example, the
BKS has said that these suggestions are
against the interests of the country and the
farmers. The BKS also says that NITI
Aayog has kneeled before the US, which is
not a happy sign.On the other hand, there
is also news that the trade talks between
India and America have come to a halt
because the Government is not ready to
concede the US demand for opening mar-
kets for the USA’s GM and other agricul-
tural products. In such a situation, this
working paper of NITI Aayog is not able
to acknowledge the position of the
Government. This may also be interpreted
that Niti Ayog is trying to impact the anti-

GM position of the Government. Both
these situations are not good for the coun-
try. Previously Also NITI Aayog had
Supported GM. This is not the first time
that NITI Aayog has advocated GM crops.
Earlier also, Aayog, under the vice-chair-
manship of Prof Arvind Panagariya, also
had released a report in favour of GM
crops. At that time too, there was strong
opposition to the same.There has been
opposition to GM crops in the country for
a long time. Proponents of GM have con-
stantly been making efforts in favour of
GM. However, due to strong opposition to
GM and its solid arguments, GM support-
ers could not succeed. There are many rea-
sons for their opposition:The first reason is
that most GM crops are herbicide tolerant.
That is, when these crops are grown, all
the surrounding herbs can be destroyed by
using designated herbicides and GM crops
are not affected. The International Agency
for Research on Cancer (IARC) has classi-
fied glyphosate as “probably carcinogenic
to humans”.  It is worth noting that when
these herbicides are used during the pro-
duction of GM crops, some of their
residues remain in those agricultural prod-
ucts and soil, which can cause cancer.
Statistics show that in the USA, there are
350 cancer patients per lakh of the popula-
tion, whereas in India this figure is 100 per
lakh. One reason for this is also the exces-
sive use of herbicides in GM crops in the
USA.Although the use and import of GM
food products are prohibited in India, due
to the shortage of edible oils, the import of
edible oils from the US and other countries
has been increasing for some time, out of
which some amount of GM edible oils is
also being imported unknowingly. The
Government of India has also accepted this
earlier. Due to this, the incidence of cancer
in India is continuously increasing. Where
there were only 8 lakh cancer patients in
2000, by the year 2024 their number has
reached 15 lakh. Consumption of GM edi-
ble oils could also be one of the reasons for
the same.The second reason for the oppo-
sition to the import of GM crops is that the
production and import of GM crops are not

legally allowed in the country, as per the
law of the land. In international trade, no
dispute can be raised by other partner
countries in this regard, while respecting
our rules. Under the WTO rules, every
country has the right to ban goods coming
from other countries given its right to pro-
tect the health of its citizens.As per inter-
national rules, it is possible to stop GM
products coming from the US from enter-
ing the country.Since Indian farmers are
already suffering financial losses due lack
of remunerative prices for their produce, if
cheap GM products are allowed to be
imported, our farmers will suffer, and in
such a situation, if farmers stop practising
agriculture, the food security of the coun-
try itself may be in danger.Thirdly, the sale
of GM products is not possible under the
food safety rules framed by the Food
Security and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI), which mandates that food prod-
ucts cannot have more than a threshold
limit of GM ingredients. In such a situa-
tion, after allowing the import of GM
products into the country, they will
become part of the food chain in India,
which will not only circumvent the rules of
the country but will also pose a threat to
the health of the citizens.Apart from the
above reasons, a fourth reason, which goes
against the import of GM products in the
country, is that the GM products whose
import has been recommended by the NITI
Aayog are generally not actually con-
sumed by humans in the US.In the US,
corn and soya are mostly used either as
animal feed or for making ethanol. It is

worth noting that in the US, 40 to 50 per
cent of GM corn is used as animal feed, 30
to 40 per cent is used in making ethanol
and only 10 per cent is used in food pro-
cessing. Similarly, soya is also mostly used
as animal feed. The inclusion of such GM
products in the food chain of India is not
only harmful to the health of the country-
men but is also an insult to the people of
this country.Although GM products are
constantly advocated by the people sitting
in NITI Aayog, due to the opposition by
the farmers and enlightened scientists in
the country and due to the lack of judicial
permission in this regard, they are not able
to succeed. In such a situation, when the
trade agreement with America is under
negotiations, and the ban on GM food in
India can be used as a shield to protect the
interests of farmers and dairy, such recom-
mendations by NITI Aayog are indicative
of their indifference towards farmers, and
the health of the people and the food secu-
rity of the country.Moreover, we need to
realise that India exports nearly 50 billion
USD worth of agricultural food products,
and a major attraction of Indian food is
that it carries a non-GM tag.Moment, GM
enters into our food chain, we may lose a
major chunk of our export markets, as
Middle Eastern countries Europe and
many other countries, do not allow the
import of GM food products. Perhaps,
NITI Aayog fails to factor in this important
risk associated with GM imports and pro-
duction in India.The Government of India
should ignore these recommendations of
NITI Aayog and should rather use the ban
on GM food as an argument in internation-
al trade agreements and as a shield in the
trade war while protecting the farmers,
dairy, food security and public health of
the country.  It seems that despite the
opposition of most of the farming organi-
sations of the country, GM supporters
want to allow the import of GM into the
country at any cost. We should understand
that once the import of GM is allowed in
the country, it will pave the path for bring-
ing GMOs into agriculture. We need to be
cautious of any such efforts.

Crushed by Celebration: A mirror to our misplaced priorities
At a time when our society is over-
whelmed by daily concerns, chaos, and
confusion, the Chinnaswamy Stadium
tragedy — like so many heartbreaking
incidents before it — will soon fade into
oblivion. As always, we will return to our
routines, and the media will quickly move
on to newer topics of debate and distrac-
tion. What will remain in the cricketing
records, however, is Royal Challengers
Bengaluru’s (RCB’s) long-awaited and
well-deserved Indian Premier League
(IPL) triumph.A sobering truth: over
300,000 fans surged into a stadium built
for only 35,000, leading to a deadly stam-
pede caused by overcrowding and mis-
management. Eleven young lives were lost
— most of them in their twenties — and
more than 75 others were injured. In
response, each grieving family was offered
Rs 15 lakh in compensation: Rs 5 lakh
from RCB and the Karnataka State Cricket
Association, and Rs 10 lakh from the state
Government.This compensation comes
against the backdrop of the IPL’s stagger-
ing growth — its top 10 franchises report-
edly doubled their combined revenue to Rs
6,797 crore in FY24, up from Rs 3,082
crore the previous year. Stampede deaths
are, tragically, not uncommon in our coun-

try — most often witnessed at religious
gatherings.Each such incident reveals how
desperately we lose ourselves in life’s less-
er priorities. The recent tragedy at the
Bengaluru stadium is no different. A catas-
trophe born of misplaced priorities should
shake us to the core. But will it? In truth,
many of us understand that a life anchored
in meaningful goals offers deeper fulfil-
ment.Yet, in the end, it all comes down to
priorities: spectacle over substance, fleet-
ing euphoria over value-driven living,
short-term gains over long-term vision,
and emotional manipulation over true soci-
etal upliftment. The culture of our land
was once shaped by unquestioning obei-
sance to royalty — often at the expense of
individuality.Though those days are long
past, a significant section of our popula-
tion continues to indulge in hero
worship.his tendency plays out vividly
across the three most popular arenas of
public life: cricket, cinema, and — most of
all — politics, the ultimate theatre of
showmanship and hypocrisy. Ironically,
these very spectacles distract us from what
truly matters.They push us to devote our
time and energy to lesser priorities, draw-
ing us into emotional pageantry while the
real work of nation-building remains neg-

lected. Broadly speaking, human beings
long for celebration. We seek joy, purpose,
and collective euphoria to escape the
monotony and burdens of everyday life.
This longing is deeply human. That is why
we have created rituals of celebration —
festivals, ceremonies, and, in contempo-
rary times, grand spectacles like the IPL.
Given all this, should we not pause and
ask: What is it that we so eagerly celebrate
— and what, in truth, does it cost us? We
might say there are two kinds of celebra-
tions. The first is born of genuine effort —
where sweat, discipline and dedication
converge to yield success.A team’s tri-
umph, for instance, is the result of unwa-
vering commitment, strategic planning,
and relentless training. The second is what
we call “substitute celebration” — a
momentary euphoria borrowed from
someone else’s achievement. It is a mass-
manufactured high, served on a platter,
requiring nothing from us but our presence
and our frenzy.
This is where the tragedy lies.
The massive crowd that descended upon
the stadium contributed nothing to RCB’s
18-year-long struggle. They were mere
supporters — spectators with no real stake,
only a desire to bask in borrowed glory.

Their connection was purely geographical.
Their thrill comes without toil; their
applause, without a trace of personal
achievement. While the nation’s gaze
remained fixed on RCB’s celebrations, a
moment quieter in spectacle yet far more
significant — and deserving of national
acclaim — unfolded in Karnataka around
the same time.
In a landmark moment for Indian litera-
ture, Kannada author Banu Mushtaq
received the 2025 International Booker
Prize for Heart Lamp, a luminous collec-
tion of short stories written in the language
of her roots. But where was the mass
euphoria? The public frenzy? No rallies.
Not even a ripple of excitement compared
to the deafening jubilation over the
IPL.The recognition was confined to a
quiet state Government felicitation,
accompanied by a modest cash award of
Rs 10 lakh each to the author and her
translator, Deepa Bhasthi.This striking dif-
ference reveals a deeper, more troubling
truth: we are being conditioned to applaud
spectacles that bear little relevance to our
lives while ignoring achievements that
hold the power to genuinely transform
society.This is not to diminish — even
remotely — RCB’s well-earned achieve-
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