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The Israel-Iran conflict has taken a
grim turn as the US has directly
involved itself in the fray by breaching
Iranian airspace and hitting its three
nuclear sites. The United States’
unprecedented strikes on three Iranian
nuclear facilities — Natanz, Fordo, and
Isfahan — have raised the chances of
other powers like Russia and China
joining it covertly. What began as a
shadow conflict between Israel and Iran
has now erupted into a wider confronta-
tion with global stakes, as Washington’s
intervention risks igniting a regional
conflagration with cascading conse-
guences for energy security, interna-
tional diplomacy, and global peace. In a
moment of grave international concern,
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
emerged as a voice of restraint and rea-
son. He spoke directly with Iran’s
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newly elected President, Masoud
Pezeshkian, and urged immediate de-
escalation, emphasising dialogue and
diplomacy as the only viable path for-
ward. The entry of the US into the fray
dramatically raises the stakes. With
multiple US military bases spread
across the Gulf and Iran’s bid to block
the Strait of Hormuz — a vital choke-
point through which over 20 per cent of
the world’s oil passes — the risk of a
broader regional war is real and imme-
diate, resulting in hardships for many
nations dependent upon Gulf oil,
including India. India, with its deep
energy dependence on Gulf states and
close ties to both Iran and the US, is
vulnerable to the ripple effects of the
conflict. A disrupted oil supply could
cause domestic inflation to spike, derail
economic forecasts, and strain foreign

25 WEDNESDAY JUNE 2025

exchange reserves. Moreover, India’s
strategic investment in Iran’s Chabahar
Port — a crucial component of its con-
nectivity to Afghanistan and Central
Asia — could be imperilled by contin-
ued instability. India’s diplomatic
tightrope walk is therefore not just
about foreign policy symbolism; it is
about national interest and regional sta-
bility. PM Modi’s appeal reflects not
only India’s strategic calculus but also
its potential to play the role of a media-
tor in a time of intensifying hostilities.
Beyond regional tensions, the current
escalation has shaken global oil mar-
kets. Prices have surged amidst fears of
supply disruption. This is not merely an
Israel-Iran war anymore. It has the con-
tours of a conflict that could draw in
global powers, unsettle economies, and
rupture the fragile world order. With
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World on edge as US launches strikes on Iran

tensions at an all-time high, the window
for diplomacy is narrowing. Yet, it is
precisely at this point that the world
needs more statesmanship and less
brinkmanship. Iran must be given diplo-
matic avenues to avoid escalation with-
out losing face.The US must show
strategic restraint and allow space for
mediation. Israel must realise that
regional peace cannot be achieved
through unilateral military campaigns.
In this fragile moment, countries like
India can serve as credible voices for
peace. By engaging all sides through
backchannels and multilateral forums
like the UN, BRICS, and the Non-
Aligned Movement, India could help
forge a ceasefire framework — or at
least open lines of dialogue. In this
fraught hour, the world must heed calls
like that of Prime Minister Modi —

Developed India; A Vision for & 35 Trillion Economy by 2047

India has emerged as the fastest-grow-
ing major economy in the world, pow-
ered by a bold vision of inclusive devel-
opment and transformative reforms. It
IS now poised to join the club of devel-
oped nations as its GDP is fourth largest
in the worldIndia is emerging as an eco-
nomic superpower. India’s growth rate
is the highest in the world. The Indian
economy is the fourth largest economy
in the world with $4.2 trillion. In the 11
years between 2014 and 2025, the coun-
try has registered remarkable economic
and social progress. Many other coun-
tries have progressed during this period
but India’s progress, especially eco-
nomic progress, is different. Transfer of
political power has been happening and
will continue to happen but in the con-
text of India, the power change of 2014
will have to be seen from a different
perspective. The historical mandate of
2014 was clear that India now wants to
see itself as a developed India.Due to
the development-oriented decisions of
the Narendra Modi Government, India
Is the fastest-growing economy in the
world today. In the coming years, the
GDP growth rate will remain between
6.5 to 9 per cent. The credit for this goes
to the mantra of ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, Sabka Prayas’
which binds 145 crore people of India
together. Modi Government’s emphasis
is on inclusive development.The goal of
Developed India 2047 is to make India
a fully developed nation on the eve of
the 100th anniversary of independence.
This ambitious mission focuses on
establishing India as an economic,
social and political world leader.
Achieving the goal is difficult but not
impossible. Indian economy will reach
$4.5 trillion by the end of 2025. India’s
economy can reach $35 trillion by
2047.For India to reach a developed
economy of $35 trillion by 2047, GDP
growth of 8 to 11 per cent for 20 years
iIs mandatory for which a holistic and
coordinated vision is required. India
will become the third-largest economy
in the world by 2028. The Indian econ-
omy is estimated to be $7 trillion by
2030, $19 trillion by 2040 and $35 tril-

lion by 2047.No vision can be achieved
without a mission. The goal of achiev-

ing the vision of a $35 trillion dollar|! J
developed economy for India will be}
Mission of§

possible through MODI,
Developed India.Any country needs af

large market to sell goods and services. §

Demand comes from the market itself.
In order to fulfill goods and services are
produced. India is the largest consumer
market in the world today. Every coun-
try is looking at India as the world’s
largest market.The country has to
become self-reliant in every field.
Programs, like Make in India, Startup
India, and Digital India, are working as
fuel in giving economic momentum to
the country. India is a country of youth.
More than 67 per cent of the country’s
population is young. Workforce partici-
pation, which is currently 56 per cent,
needs to be taken to 70 per cent in the
next 10 vyears. Creating extensive
employment opportunities in manufac-
turing, MSME and service sectors
should be the priority of the
Government. India will remain the
world’s top global workforce contribu-
tor for many decades to come.To make
India a developed country, extensive
structural and policy reforms will have
to be done. Capex expenditure has been
increased 6 times in the last 10 years,
which needs to be increased to 15 lakh
crore by 2030.To promote the manufac-
turing sector, special attention needs to
be given to Make in India, Startup
India, 6.3 crores MSME units and capi-
tal expenditure. Our goal should be to
increase Indigenous production in sec-
tors like electronics, semiconductors,
defence and renewable energy. The tax
burden on citizens and corporations
should be further reduced. Tax slabs
should not be more than three.
Successful implementation of Make in
India but Make for World can increase
India’s exports manifold. Our total
exports are $825 billion which will
soon become $1 trillion. By 2047, the
country’s exports can reach $10 trillion.
There is a need to get rid of impractical
and unnecessary rules and regulations
which will increase ease of doing busi-

the country has 70,683
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ness and reduce compliance costs. This
will also have a huge positive impact on
foreign investment coming to India. In
the last 10 years, FDI inflow has been
$668 billion.The most important thing
for the digital revolution is the number
of internet users. In 2010, the number of
people using the internet was only 8 per
cent, which reaching 55 per cent by
2025 is commendable. For digitisation,
6.92 lakh kilometres of optical fibre
have been laid in the country. Today,
there are 94 crore broadband sub-
scribers in the country. 49 per cent of
the world’s digital transactions happen
in India alone.lt is a matter of pride for
India to have 172 billion digital transac-
tions in 2024. After the Digital
Revolution-1, now there is a need for
Digital Revolution-2. There is a need to
take internet penetration to 70 per cent
by 2030.Tourism contributes 5 per cent
to India’s GDP and 7.6 crore people get
employment in the tourism sector.
Tourism plays an important role in the
economy of many countries of the
world. There are endless possibilities
for the tourism industry in India.
Cultural tourism, religious tourism, vil-
lage tourism, eco-tourism, medical
tourism, heritage tourism etc. can be
promoted. India’s share in global
tourism is 1.8 per cent, efforts should be
made to bring it to 10 per cent by 2040.
The rural economy should be linked to
the tourism industry. The country will
benefit by promoting village touri
sm.There have been extensive changes
in the higher education sector. Today,

higher education institu-
tions, 1,334 universities,
151,959 colleges, 23 IITs
—fand AIIMS, and 2,045
medical colleges. There is
i/a need to focus more on
E education and skill devel-
NHopment. The extensive
changes under the New
Education Policy 2020 are
not yet reflected at the
ground level from school
to university. Education
Ll has to be directly linked to
Indian knowledge, Indian languages,
employment, internship, skill develop-
ment, entrepreneurship and research.
The economy of the states is directly
linked to the economy of the country.
There is a need for better coordination
between the state and the central
Government.For this, if necessary, the
Constitution should be amended. There
iIs a need to focus more on Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat, North
Eastern States. To make the country’s
economy 35 trillion dollars by 2047, it
IS necessary for the economy of the
state of Uttar Pradesh to be at least 5
trillion dollars.More investment is
required in artificial intelligence, green
technology and quantum computing.
Increasing research and investment in
the green energy sector in the next five
years will reduce the country’s depend-
ence on foreign countries for crude oil
imports. In today’s era, global uncer-
tainty and geopolitical tension cannot
be avoided.Bilateral and multilateral
agreements will have to be made con-
tinuously for economic and strategic
partnerships with the world’s powerful
countries and trading blocks. The pace
at which the country’s economic devel-
opment is taking place is the highest in
the world. There is a need to further
accelerate the pace of development. If
we are able to maintain the economic
growth rate of 8-11 per cent in the com-
ing 20 years, the country will have a
developed economy of $35 trillion in
2047.
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India’s Dinlomatic Renalssance:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s whirl-
wind diplomatic journey across Cyprus,
Canada, and Croatia from June 15 to 18,
2025, was more than a packed travel
schedule — it was a calculated demonstra-
tion of India’s evolving global role.
Against the backdrop of a recent military
confrontation with Pakistan and escalating
tensions with Turkey, the trip signified a
shift in India’s diplomatic posture — from
cautious balancing to confident engage-
ment. This trilateral outreach served as a
powerful articulation of New Delhi’s
strategic recalibration, issue-based part-
nerships, and foreign policy assertiveness.
Cyprus: Strategic Moves

Modi’s first stop, Cyprus (June 15-16),
marked the first visit by an Indian Prime
Minister to the Mediterranean island in
over 20 years. While the destination may
have seemed peripheral to global power
dynamics, the timing and optics were any-
thing but incidental. The visit came amid
deepening strains with Turkey, exacerbat-
ed by Ankara’s alleged indirect involve-
ment in the April 2025 Pahalgam terror
attack via Turkish-origin drones. India’s
Operation Sindoor, a swift military

response, had already drawn Ankara’s ire.
Turkey’s growing alignment with Pakistan
— especially on Kashmir — and its con-
tinued recognition of the Turkish Republic
of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), added fuel to
the fire.In this context, Modi’s visit to
Nicosia carried both symbolic weight and
strategic clarity. It was a signal — subtle
yet unmistakable — to Turkey that India
was not above engaging with its adver-
saries’ adversaries. Standing in solidarity
with Cypriot sovereignty and the UN-led
peace process, Modi’s potential visit to the
Green Line — the demilitarised buffer
zone dividing Greek and Turkish Cypriots
— underscored a nuanced rebuke of
Turkey’s regional ambitions.Beyond sym-
bolism, substance dominated the bilateral
talks. Modi and President Nikos
Christodoulides explored collaborations in
maritime security, multilateralism, and
digital connectivity. Cyprus reaffirmed its
support for India’s core international aspi-
rations, including its bid for permanent
membership in the UN Security Council
and the Nuclear Suppliers Group.It also
reiterated its stance against cross-border
terrorism, implicitly supporting India’s
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Modl's Strategic Tri

position on Pakistan.Equally significant
was Cyprus’s role in the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC)
— a visionary alternative to traditional
trade routes compromised by Red Sea dis-
ruptions and geopolitical bottlenecks.As
Cyprus prepares to assume the rotating
presidency of the EU Council in January
2026, the visit also reenergised momentum
for the India-EU Free Trade Agreement,
which both sides hope to conclude by the
end of this year.

Canada and the G7

The second leg of the tour took Modi to
Canada for the G7 Summit at Kananaskis
(June 15-17), where speculation had been
rife about India possibly being cold-shoul-
dered due to recent diplomatic tensions
with Ottawa. Instead, what unfolded was a
reaffirmation of India’s growing indis-
pensability in global decision-making
forums. This marked India’s 11th appear-
ance at a G7 summit and Modi’s fifth con-
secutive attendance since 2019.Far from a
token presence, India played a pivotal role
in critical discussions ranging from the
Indo-Pacific and energy transition to digi-
tal governance and supply chain diversifi-

Rethinking Language in Indian

As global examples from Germany to
Japan reaffirm the value of native-lan-
guage education, it is time India
embraced its own plurality — not as a
barrier, but as the very foundation of
holistic  learning and  national
identityThe linguistic and cultural
diversity of any country must be cele-
brated with great attention and in its
true spirit. India’s multilingual phenom-
enon has always been an integral part of
society, but the nature of plurality of
languages differs greatly. India, as one
of the richest linguistic nations in the
world, represents the plurality and
diversity in its society, which has been
seen as its biggest strength.The domi-
nance of English as a global language of
education has derecognised the linguis-
tic, cultural and epistemic identities of
multilingual people. During the colo-
nial days, English was taught for vested
interests. It was believed to have the
quality of broadening the horizons of
knowledge, and because of the variety
of texts, it was thought to promote crit-
ical thinking and analytical skills,
which was ably supported by the learn-
ing of rhetoric.Even after independ-
ence, we fail to appreciate the mother
tongue as a cognitive and pedagogical
resource and find absolutism in the
dogma of monolingualism as a lan-
guage-teaching resource. English has
been, for most people, a skill to master,
not just a language to learn to express.
English is, for the most part, a foreign
language, but treated as a second lan-
guage in India.The immense damage
done by communicative English lan-
guage courses — by shifting the onus of
communication to the receiver of the
communication rather than the creator
— has led to a peculiar situation of
incomplete cognitive processing, or at
best, partial understanding. If we look
at the globe, we can see that some lead-
ing countries like Germany, China, and
Japan, with the highest technological

communication, advanc-

ing students’ cognitive
abilities, and cultivating
cultural awareness. It fur-
ther states that, wherever
possible, the medium of
instruction should be the
B | mother tongue or the local
)lor regional language.
Thereafter, the home or
local language shall con-
tinue to be taught as a lan-
guage wherever
possible.It further empha-
sises that all efforts should
be made to ensure that any

expertise, are offering primary educa-
tion in their mother tongue.The push for
teaching in a universal language such as
English has been shown to hinder chil-
dren’s educational progress in such
countries. The key to human resources
development is education, and the
English-only policy fails to appreciate
the mother tongue as a cognitive and
pedagogic resource.As a hapless victim
of linguistic robbery, the schoolchild is
terminally disabled from utilising the
immense linguistic arsenal offered by
his mother tongue. This reveals the fact
that primary education in the mother
tongue is as effective and functioning as
it could be in any other dominant lan-
guage. The use of home language, local
language, and mother tongue-based pri-
mary and secondary education also
entails that each language can provide
cognitive and educational resources to
its learners.The historic and transforma-
tive National Education Policy (NEP
2020), in its section dedicated to lan-
guage education called
“Multilingualism and thePower of
Language”, endeavours to foster and
accept linguistic diversity within the
realm of education.The policy recognis-
es the significance of language as a
potent instrument for fostering effective

gaps that exist between
the language spoken by the child and
the medium of teaching are bridged.
NEP 2020 also provides fluidity to the
three-language formula, as there is no
specific language that shall be imposed
on any State. The States, regions, and
the students as well, are free to choose
the three languages which the students
want to learn, whereas at least two of
them are to be native to India — one of
which is most likely to be the home,
local, or regional language. The objec-
tive of the NEP 2020 is to make India a
knowledge superpower by equipping its
students with the necessary skills and
knowledge, and to eliminate the short-
age of manpower in academia, science,
technology, and industry. In recent
years, education in mother tongue,
regional, local, or home languages has
attracted serious attention worldwide.
Mother tongue plays a critical role in
the cognitive and intellectual develop-
ment of a learner. Studies have shown
that individuals fluent in their mother
tongue tend to have higher educational
success rates than those who are
not.Languages are instrumental in pre-
serving cultural values and traditions,
and having a strong foundation in one’s
mother tongue can aid in learning new
languages. Unfortunately, many coun-
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cation. Modi’s keynote address under-
scored India’s foreign policy principle of
strategic autonomy — a theme deeply
woven into his administration’s diplomatic
fabric. He rejected any notion of external
mediation in South Asian affairs, issuing
an implicit rebuke to Western powers that
have long sought to play arbiter in India-
Pakistan disputes. The timing was telling.
Just days before the summit, US President
Donald Trump had claimed credit for the
ceasefire that ended the recent India-
Pakistan military exchange.In a firm rebut-
tal, Modi clarified in a 35-minute phone
call with Trump that Pakistan had request-
ed the ceasefire after India’s forceful
response — and that no third-party media-
tion was involved.By publicly challenging
the assertions of a former U.S. president,
India demonstrated an uncommon diplo-
matic audacity — signaling its refusal to
be patronised or misrepresented. Modi fur-
ther declined Trump’s invitation to visit
Washington, citing a prior engagement in
Croatia. While diplomatically courteous,
the move clearly conveyed that India’s
international engagements are guided by
interests, not flattery.

Faucation

tries — particularly those that were
colonised — continue to use the lan-
guage of their colonisers as the medium
of instruction in higher education. This
is often done under the pretext of the
unavailability of books and journals in
local languages.However, this practice
puts students who come from schools
that use local languages at a disadvan-
tage, particularly in specialised fields
such as medicine, science, literature,
technology, and law. It is essential to
recognise the importance of the mother
tongue and to encourage its continued
use in education and wider society to
develop the foundational skills of a
society — such as literacy and critical
thinking. The initial investment in mul-
tilingual programmes seems to be high
because of the additional cost of devel-
oping new learning material, especially
for languages that have not been stan-
dardised or do not have a script. It
would also require teachers trained to
teach in a multilingual classroom.This
requires renewed resource allocation
and a clear policy to enrich the local
languages to achieve the ultimate end of
an effective mother tongue-based edu-
cation system. It has now become
essential to promote home, local, and
regional languages to ensure the contin-
uation and transmission of culture, cus-
toms, and history. UNESCO, too, is tak-
ing urgent action to encourage broad
and international commitment to pro-
moting multilingualism and linguistic
diversity, including the safeguarding of
endangered languages.Mother-tongue
education needs to be prioritised in pol-
icy development to ensure more respon-
sive and nuanced approaches that take
into account the unique linguistic and
cultural needs of learners.
Unfortunately, as everyone is a lan-
guage user, they think they can com-
ment on language — as it is every-
body’s business and nobody’s business.
H N
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