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On 26 June 2025, the legendary Second
Battalion of the Fifth Gorkha Rifles (Frontier
Force), fondly called the “VC Paltan,” marks
the 81st anniversary of Victoria Cross Day —
a stirring tribute to unparalleled courage, sac-
rifice and tradition. The Battalion’s story is
etched in both history and legend The Victoria
Cross (VC) For Valour was the highest award
for gallantry between 1856 and 1947 when the
British Indian Army won 153 of the 1340
VCs, 25 VC winners being Gorkhas. The first
VC was won on 26 June 1857. Till 1911,
Indians were not eligible for VC. Instead, they
were entitled to its equivalent Indian Order of
Merit. The first Gorkha winner of IOM was
Kishanbir Nagarkoti of 1/5 GR (FF). He
bagged it four times earning a Gold Clasp.
The highest number of VCs awarded in a sin-
gle action over a protracted period was 11
VCs at Rorke’s Drift in 1879 during the Boer
War. The Sikh Regiment earned a maximum
number of 14 VCs as a regiment. The Indian
battalion that won the maximum number of
VCs — Three — is the Second Battalion Fifth
Gorkha Rifles( Frontier Force), all between
1943-44, uniquely two in a single action with-
in 24 hours at Bishanpur near Imphal which
along with the Battle of Kohima, prevented
the Japanese from invading India.Today, 26
June 2025 is the 81st anniversary of VC Day
being commemorated by the VC Paltan.
Winning the For Valour medal is a mix of
opportunity, luck and courage. On 26 May
1943, Havildar Gaje Ghale led the assault on
Basha Hill for the third time; though severely
wounded, he charged with his platoon against
murderous crossfire, refusing to be evacuated
to earn the VC. One year later heavily out-
numbered by the enemy Subedar Netra
Bahadur Thapa defended Mortar Bluff, BP
and Water Piquets with his platoon unsuccess-
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fully against repeated Japanese assaults for
eight hours and was killed, earning VC
posthumously. Naik Agan Sing Rai led the
counter-attack; silencing a 37mm gun and
later a bunker full of Japanese.His
indomitable courage and ferocity forced the
remaining Japanese to flee and the platoon to
recapture the post within 24 hours. Rai won
the third VC protecting the pivotal post to
Imphal. Destiny would take the Battalion
back to Mortar Bluff area 65 years later on a
routine tour.The British did not permit Indian
officers to command Gorkha soldiers which
happened only after Partition 1947. Joining
the Gorkhas on commission became very
popular; also to travel to Nepal to learn about
them, their land, language and culture. In
1959 | visited Barpak where Gaje Ghale was
born. I met his father and others in the village
which in 2015 was the epicentre of Nepal’s
horrendous earthquake. This May, VC
Paltan’s ex-servicemen in Nepal endearingly
called Budhos, visited Barpak for the inaugu-
ration of a Gaje Ghale monument. In 1985, |
met Agan Sing Rai again in his village
Apswara, Okhaldhunga. He was popular as
‘VC Baje’. Rai re-enacted the Mortar Bluff
battle for me with every bit of battle craft
laced with shock and awe but aided by
Hercules’s rum. He said his recently promot-
ed Brigade Commander Brig Hedley, who
was his former Commanding Officer, was
breathing down his neck. He was mortally
scared but retook Mortar Bluff. In 1978, I
went looking for the late Subedar Netra
Bahadur Thapa’s village but probably had the
wrong address. In 2022, 2/5 GR Budhos
found the village — Raghugaon — in Tanhau
where Netra’s elder brother’s children were
staying. They found a plaque by the British 5
RGR Association which had built a Middle

ISrael’s unease over |

Israel, surrounded by adversaries since
its inception, has legitimate reasons to
view lran’s nuclear ambitions as exis-
tential. To downplay these fears is to
ignore history, geopolitics and the chill-
ing statements of Iranian leaders Over
the past several days, many experts and
television anchors have been saying
that the American air strikes on Iran’s
nuclear facilities were unprovoked.In
the view of these ‘experts’ and TV
journos, Iran has never held out an exis-
tential threat to Israel. Yet, Israelis, par-
ticularly their Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu, have repeatedly said
throughout the global fora that Iran had
been trying to develop a nuclear
weapons programme whose only target
was Israel, and which if not checked or
eliminated, would have been used to
wipe their country out of existence.lt is
necessary to put such claims of experts
and journalists to the test of reality
based on facts. | have on many occa-
sions seen on several electronic and
print media outlets Janab Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, former president of Iran
thunder in his public speeches that
Israel and the Jews are “a curse on civil-
isation” and need to be wiped out of
existence, sooner or later. Such violent
threats were Ahmadinejad’s high-water
mark when in office.He was twice
elected president of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. Iran is a much larger
country than tiny Israel (whose geo-
graphical spread is more in metres than
miles), and until its Islamic takeover in
1979, was also quite well-armed. On
the other hand, Jews had just about got

back on their feet after centuries of suf-
fering and struggle and began life as the
state of Israel in 1948. It should also be
borne in mind that since the birth of
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school in his name.The Ranchi reunion was
no different from previous ones: a Sainik
Sammelan followed by a wreath laying at the
mobile VC memorial built in Trivandrum
after the 1971 war. A Bada Khana was the
high point of the VC Day where the Gorkha
spirit was unleashed. The Madal or its impro-
vised equivalent a jerry can provide the right
rhythms for traditional Gorkha dances.The
British used to call it ‘nautch’ and male
Gorkhas would impersonate females —
‘marunis’ becoming ‘tarunis’. There are sto-
ries of happy men falling for Taranis. In a vin-
tage era, Budhos used to the Kodo elixir made
from millet would cheerfully yield to Old
Monk rum while calling one another with the
last two digits of their erstwhile Army num-
bers — Pachees (25), Sattavan (57) and
Pachasi (85). The Gorkha magic is in full
play. The VC Paltan has its famed institutions
and personalities to whom besides the win-
ners of gallantry awards and the martyrs, the
Remembrance Day is dedicated. Bachelor
Mess Waiter Tek Bahadur fell in love after
being superannuated and returned as he was
indispensable to the history of every piece of
silver and memento in the Officer’s Mess
though he also ensured young officers were
kept on leash in the Mess. Barman Pritam
Singh was the solitary sardar in the Paltan. He
kept liquor cards and ensured adequate levels
of alcohol in the bloodstream.He kept inven-
tory of any rakhi abuse. Mohammad Yahya,
the Tailor Master, was the Battalion’s
Wikipedia. He went into battle mustered as
the Mess Cook. He could never keep his over-
booked Order Book on schedule. His reply to
the ever-delayed delivery of clothing invari-
ably was Bholi (tomorrow) which never
came. The Brits could not pronounce his
name so they called him Charly, the Paltan

Eo?qbé aadaeao

> ROYAL JOURNLISAM

Va\ourand Legacy: Remembering the Gorkha Heroes on VC Day

called him Bholi Charly. His son as the
Paltan’s tailor is Mannu. The Battalion has
fought all the wars — the recent actions in
Ladakh including Op Snow Leopard —and
earned several gallantry awards. The aim is to
replicate the triple VCs with Param Vir
Chakras. It is getting there through bold and
courageous counter-insurgency operations
like Rato Khukuri in J&K and other opera-
tions in the northeast. Lt Gen ZC Bakshi
MVC, VrC, VSM, MacGregor Medal was the
hero of his time. Later came Lt Gen Faridoon
Bilimoria PVSM, ADC who rose to be Army
Commander. Maj Gen Deepak Mehra KC,
AVSM, VSM and Col KK Sharma Shaurya
Chakra, Sena Medal and Bar are gallant
Gorkhas.The Battalion’s most recent achieve-
ment was winning the COAS citation for out-
standing performance in Galwan. When not in
battle, and in peace station, the battalion
excels in sports, adventure and professional
competitions. Subedar Krishna Bahadur
Kunwar scaled new heights by climbing
Mount Everest for a second time last month as
part of the Indian Army’s expedition. Naib
Sub Ros Kumar Gurung represented the
Indian Army paragliding team at the
Telomoyo Cup 2024 in Indonesia.The
Battalion was selected as the only Infantry
unit from Eastern Command to lead the
Republic Day marching column in 2024 and
2025.Hav Bhabindra Malla Thakuri captained
the Indian Army football team during the
Durand Cup 2024 while two other Paltan
players were selected for the Army team
2025-26.The equally memorable Gorkhas are
one’s buddies, the radio operator and the driv-
er. Tularam Pun was great at the wheel. In
1957 in Srinagar on a shopping errand for the
Officer’s Mess, | asked him to park the 1-ton
truck behind a black Fiat outside the Nedou’s

ran’s nuclear pursut

their countries and existence

Christianity, Jews have been the target | :

of  persecution,
Europe.Throughout the Middle Ages,

particularly  in| 'l #

they were forbidden from owning land [

and seeking Government employment. @
Their livelihood depended mostly on |
trading and money-lending, and/or the |
practice of professions like medicine [
and law. Their confidence and morale ﬂ

suffered a near-death blow when the
Nazis unleashed genocidal horror upon
them in the form of the Holocaust.Anti-
Semitism sounds like a mild expression,
but for the Jews, its effects have been
calamitous. Now that yet another war in
West Asia has broken out, and Iran’s
nuclear facilities have been struck by
the Israelis and Americans, would that
country care to tell the world why they
had been building such a large and com-
plex nuclear programme, with many of
its facilities buried deep underground if
it was really for peaceful purposes as
the Iranian mullah regime had been
claiming? If it was for a nuclear deter-
rent, who was Iran itself afraid of? Who
was Iran’s serious threat? Was it Russia,
China or the US? Other than these pow-
ers, there appears to be no country for
Iran to be afraid of, and it has been
geopolitically aligned with both
Moscow and Beijing and against
Washington. Possession of nuclear
weapons, arguably, is a legitimate
national desire, especially if a country
perceives a threat to its existence or is

threatened But Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme, which is under international
safeguards as the country is a signatory
to the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
and therefore, has voluntarily commit-
ted to forsake a nuclear weapons pro-
gramme, rules out this excuse.lts obscu-
rantist, religiously bigoted regime has
been suspected to be clandestinely pur-
suing a weapons programme under the
cover of a peaceful one, and the Iranian
efforts to acquire centrifuges and other
nuclear equipment, far beyond peaceful
nuclear uses, have done nothing to allay
these suspicions. It is easy to under-
stand the Israeli reaction to the Iranian
programme, provided one is not blinded
by ideological blinkers.The Jewish
state, after coming into existence in
1948, in the face of fierce opposition
from all its Arab neighbours, has con-
stantly had to wage war merely to safe-
guard its existence. The Jews did not
have any country they could call their
own before 1948. Imagine how pre-
cious their homeland must be to them,
unlike many other people who take
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' |nological development, far
.. _|superior training and access to

|the most sophisticated
American weapons plus its
development of weaponry,
Israel has bested every Arab
«|adversary that sought to erase
: ~ lits existence. This has been the
glcase throughout.Arab politi-
cians and jihadist elements
never made a secret of their
desire to bring about the elimi-
nation of Israel. “Evil Zionist regime”,
“Death to Israel”, and “We will wipe
you off the face of the earth” have been
routine threats against Israel over the
decades, forcing the latter to be always
on alert, becoming a highly militarised
state in the process.We have already
mentioned the former Iranian president
Ahmadinejad above. The late Yasser
Arafat, deceased chief of the Palestinian
Liberation Organisation (PLO) was
hostile to Israel throughout his life,
never ceasing to boast that “\ery soon,
all of Jerusalem will be the capital of
the Palestinian state”.For a Jew,
Jerusalem is his very flesh and blood;
indeed, his very life. Such utterances
were nothing less than existential
threats. Some Arab regimes sought to
acquire the nuclear weapon against
Israel.Saddam Hussein of Irag was sus-
pected to be developing one in his
Osirak reactor, which Israel wiped out
in a surprise air raid in 1981. Given this
history, it is naive of today’s experts and
TV anchors to be so dismissive of an

g !for granted.Because of its tech-
~
i r
X




Trump announced cease:
fire between Iran-Isragl

The prevailing situation between Iran and Israel has
been getting worse by the day with intense exchange
of fire between the two countries. However, U.S. pres-
ident Donald Trump has finally reacted to the situa-
tion as he announced a complete ceasefire between
the two countries. Trump has officially communicated
that it has been fully agreed by and between Israel and
Iran that there will be a Complete and Total CEASE-
FIRE (in approximately 6 hours from now, when
Israel and Iran have wound down and completed their
in progress, final missions!), for 12 hours, at which
point the War will be considered, ENDED!Officially,
Iran will start the CEASEFIRE and, upon the 12th
Hour, Israel will start the CEASEFIRE and, upon the
24th Hour, an Official END to THE 12 DAY WAR
will be saluted by the World. During each CEASE-
FIRE, the other side will remain PEACEFUL and
RESPECTFUL.On the assumption that everything
works as it should, which it will, I would like to con-
gratulate both Countries, Israel and Iran, on having
the Stamina, Courage, and Intelligence to end, what
should be called, "THE 12 DAY WAR."However,
Iran’s representative Agarchi stated that there is no
Immediate agreement between the two countries and
said the final decision will be taken later.
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The United States has implemented stricter visa regula-
tions, particularly since Donald Trump's presidency. A
significant change is the scrutiny of applicants’ social
media activities. Visa seekers must now grant access to
their social media profiles. Authorities are examining
whether these accounts are public and reviewing previous
posts, photos, and interactions.If an account is private or
contains questionable content, it might delay or hinder the
visa approval process. This initiative, part of Trump-era
immigration reforms, aims to enhance background checks
and prevent individuals deemed a national security threat
from entering the country.Critics argue that this measure
infringes on privacy and freedom of expression. However,
supporters believe it enhances safety by adding an extra
layer of security. Those planning to apply for a US visa
should ensure their social media presence aligns with US
security standards .Applicants are advised to maintain
clean and open social media profiles to avoid complica-
tions during the visa application process. The new regula-
tions reflect a broader effort to tighten immigration con-
trols and ensure national security.This approach has
sparked debate over its implications for personal privacy
versus national safety. While some see it as necessary for
protection, others view it as an overreach into personal
freedoms.The changes underscore the importance of
being mindful about online activities when seeking entry
into the United States. As these regulations continue to
evolve, staying informed about current requirements is
crucial for prospective visa applicants.
B
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The ongoing conflict between Israel
and Ira has taken a new twist with
the involvement of the United States
of America and its president Donald
Trump. Last night, Trump announ
ced that common ground has been
found between the two countries
and an immediate ceasefire agree-
ment will be enforced. However,
Iran’s state-run TV announced that a
ceasefire was declared between Iran
and lIsrael, claiming that it was
forced on Israel and that former
U.S. President Donald Trump had
“begged” for it. This came after Iran
attacked a U.S. base in Qatar. Soon
after, Trump publicly declared a
“complete and total ceasefire”
between Israel and Iran. He said
strong U.S. military action, includ-
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ing attacks on Iran’s
nuclear sites, made
Iran agree. Trump also
thanked Iran for giv-
ing advance warning|
before launching mis-
siles.However, the sit-
uation remained tense.
After the ceasefire was
supposed to begin,
Iran fired missiles into
Israel, killing 3—4 peo-
ple in Beersheba.
Iran’s Foreign Mini
ster said Iran would \
stop attacks only if Israel stopped its
airstrikes by a set deadline, around 4
a.m. Tehran time.He added that
there was no official agreement
between the two sides yet. Israel did

Il

Recently, the tragic news of another
Indian-origin woman losing her life in
Canada has surfaced. Shalini Singh's
remains were discovered at a landfill
in Ontario. Her disappearance was
reported on December 10th last year.
This incident follows closely after the
death of Indian student Tanya Tyagi in
Canada.The Hamilton police have
charged Jeffery Smith, Shalini's live-in
partner, with second-degree murder

The Trump administration in
the United States is intensify-
ing its scrutiny of foreign
nationals, particularly students
applying for visas. Officials are
now examining applicants'
social media profiles as part of
this process. Recently, a 21-
year-old tourist from Norway,
Mads Mikkelsen, claimed he
was denied entry into the USA
due to a meme found on his
phone.Mikkelsen explained
that the meme depicted US
Vice President JD Vance with
an exaggerated bald head and
cartoonish  features. Upon
arriving at New Jersey airport,
immigration officials questioned him
and took him to a separate room.
There, they requested his shoes,
mobile phone, and backpack.

Social Media Scrutiny

Officials accused Mikkelsen of
involvement in drug trafficking, terror-

and |nd|gn|ty to human remains. DNA
analysis confirmed that the remains
belonged to Shalini Singh. The couple
had reportedly been together for five to
seven years.

Investigation and Charges
Authorities arrested Jeffrey Smith,
aged 42, on May 21 after discovering
partial human remains at the site.
Smith has a history of violent behav-
iour, having previously attacked his

IO

ism plots, and right-wing extremism.
He clarified that the meme was auto-
matically saved from a group chat app
and was intended as a joke.
Additionally, officials disapproved of
a photo showing him with a handmade
wooden pipe.Mikkelsen stated both
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but

not confirm the ceasefire,
reports said Israeli airstrikes had
stopped by early Tuesday. Air raid
sirens still continued to go off in
some areas.

mother. Despite this, Shalini had sup-
ported him during their relationship.
Police officials identified Jeffery
Smith as the suspect in this case. His
past violent behaviour raised concerns
among investigators. The charges
against him reflect the severity of the
crime and aim to bring justice for
Shalini Singh.

Background and Relationship
Shalini Singh and Jeffery Smith had
been living together for several years
before this tragic event unfolded. Their
relationship spanned between five to
seven years, according to police repo
rts. Despite Smith's violent tendencies,
Shalini chose to stay with him.This
incident highlights ongoing concerns
about domestic violence and its impact
on victims. The community is left
grappling with the loss of another indi-
vidual due to such circumstances.The
discovery of Shalini's remains has
shocked many, prompting discussions
about safety and support for those in
abusive relationships. Authorities con-
tinue their investigation to ensure jus-
tice is served for Shalini Singh.

images were saved to his
camera roll from a chat
app without his intention.
"l really didn't think that
these innocent pictures
would put a stop to my
entry into the country,” he
remarked. The officers
reportedly pressured him
*1to unlock his phone.
Pressure and Threats

| Mikkelsen recounted that
|officials threatened him
with jail time or a $5,000
fine if he refused to unlock
his device. This incident
highlights the increasing
scrutiny faced by foreign
visitors under current US policies.The
situation underscores the heightened
vigilance by US authorities regarding
digital content carried by travelers. It
serves as a reminder for tourists to be
cautious about what is stored on their
devices when entering the country.
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