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Amid renewed enthusiasm, devotees on Saturday resumed
pulling the chariots of Lord Balabhadra, Devi Subhadra and
Lord Jagannath, after the Rath Yatra in Puri was halted on
June 27 night.The chariots were scheduled to reach
Gundicha temple, considered the aunt's place of the deities,
by the evening of Friday. But they had to be stopped on
Grand Road as Lord Balabhadra's Taladwaja chariot got
stuck while negotiating a turn, preventing the other two from
advancing.The chariots with deities inside were kept on the
road overnight amid tight security.Amid chanting of ‘Jai
Jagannath', the chariot pulling began again around 10 am on
Saturday, after conducting the morning rituals.Thousands of
devotees who spent the night in the holy town, joined in large
numbers in chariot pulling amid sounds of gongs and conch-
es.The chariots are now advancing towards the Gundicha
temple, around 2.6 km away from the 12th-century
Jagannath temple.Officials said that over 600 devotees were
treated at different hospitals in Puri after becoming ill during
the Rath Yatra on Saturday.While many of them were injured
due to jostling, more than 200 people fainted in the hot and
humid weather conditions.An estimated one million devo-
tees reached Puri for the annual Rath Yatra, officials said
adding that the weather was favourable on Saturday even
though there was light rain.It is believed that mere touch of
the chariot would confer the compassion of Lord Jagannath
on devotees.The annual Rath Yatra is being held amid
unprecedented security arrangements with the deployment of
around 10,000 personnel of Odisha Police, the central armed
police force, NSG and others.The police have made all
arrangements for the smooth conduct of Rath Yatra, DGP Y
B Khurania had said adding that over 275 Al-enabled CCTV
cameras were installed to keep a watch on the crowd.

0 t 0ring NRC throuam oacxcoor

"It is a sinister move to bring NRC (National Register of Citizens)
through the backdoor,” said Trinamool Congress leader Derek
O'Brien on Saturday about the special intensive revision of elec-
toral roll announced by the Election Commission.Questioning the
timing of the drive, the Trinamool Congress, at a press conference
here, said the INDIA bloc parties will take up the issue both inside
and outside Parliament.The Election Commission last Monday
issued instructions to carry out a Special Intensive Revision in
Bihar to weed out ineligible names and ensure all eligible citizens
are included in the electoral roll, allowing them to exercise their
franchise in the polls slated later this year. Amid allegations of
voter data being fudged to help the BJP, the exercise also intro-
duces complete transparency in the process of addition or deletion
of electors in the rolls. The last intensive revision for Bihar was
conducted in 2003."Why is this exercise being suddenly done
right now?" O'Brien asked rhetorically at the press
conference."We have evidence as to why it is being done now. It
is because the latest internal survey of the BJP for Bengal shows
46-49 seats for the BJP in the state's assembly polls (early next
year). In their desperation to attempt to change things you do such
things," he claimed."It's a sinister move to bring NRC through the
backdoor,” alleged the TMC Rajya Sabha parliamentary party
leader.He added that INDIA bloc parties will take up the issue
both inside and outside Parliament. "We are all on the same page
on this. We will not wait for Parliament to start. This cannot wait,"
O'Brien said.On Friday, the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
wrote to the poll panel on the special intensive revision of elec-
toral rolls in Bihar and urged it to abandon the exercise.In a letter
to Chief Election Commission Gyanesh Kumar, CPI(M)
Politburo member Nilotpal Basu stated that while review of elec-
toral rolls is a normal and routine process, the proposals appear to
be putting a major part of the responsibility for inclusion or dele-
tion from the electoral rolls is being imposed on the voters them-
selves.After Bihar, the Election Commission will carry out a sim-
ilar review of electoral rolls by the end of this year in five states
going to polls in 2026.The terms of the legislative assemblies of
Assam, Kerala, Puducherry, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal are
ending in May-June next year.
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No need for socialism In Inalia, Secularism no

ore of our culture:

" \
Union Agrlculture Mlnlster Shivraj
Singh Chouhan on Friday said
"there is no need for socialism in
India", adding "secularism is not the
core of our culture".Chouhan's
remarks assume significance as the
RSS on Thursday called for review-
ing the words 'socialist' and 'secular’
in the preamble of the Constitution,
saying they were included during
the Emergency and were never part
of the Constitution drafted by B R
Ambedkar. Addressing an event
organised at New Delhi on 50 years
of the Emergency, RSS general sec-
retary Dattatreya Hosabale said,
"The preamble of the Constitution
Baba Saheb Ambedkar made never
had these words. During the
Emergency, when fundamental
rights were suspended, Parliament
did not work, the judiciary became
lame, then these words were
added."Speaking at a programme
held in Varanasi to mark 50 years of
the Emergency, Chouhan said,
"'Bharat mein samajwad kee
zaroorat nahi hai... Dharmanira
peksh hamaaree sanskrti ka mool
nahin hai aur issliye is par zaroor
vichaar hona chaahiye' (There is no
need for socialism in India...
‘Secular' is not the core of our cul-
ture and hence, this must be deliber-
ated upon),” he said.In indirect sup-
port to the RSS' call to review the
words "socialist" and "secular" in
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The death of a tigress and ___
her four cubs in this district "

of apparent revenge by af
man whose cow was

preyed upon by wild ani
mals, Forest authorities§

people, including
owner of the dead cow|
sprayed upon with poison
and consumed by the wild|
cats, were arrested ong
Saturday in connectionj;
with the incident that hap-
pened in the Hugyam for-
est range of Male
Mahadeshwara  Hills,  police
said.The big cats were found dead
on Thursday, and subsequent inves-
tigation revealed they were poi-
soned. The incident had created a
furore in the state.The breakthrough
came after the carcass of a poisoned
cow belonging to Maada alias
Maaduraju was found.According to
Forest officials, Maaduraju was

S0

the Preamble of the
Constitution, Union minister
Jitendra Singh on Friday also
said any right-thinking citizen
will endorse it because every-
body knows that these words
were not part of the original
Constitution written by Dr
Bhim Rao Ambedkar.Recalling
the days of the Emergency,
Chouhan said in order to save
her power, the then Prime
_ IMinister Indira  Gandhi
|mposed Emergency in the coun-
try."There was no threat to external
security nor was there any threat to
internal security. The only threat
was to the prime minister's chair,
hence, on the night of June 25,
1975, the Emergency was declared
in the country without holding a
cabinet meeting," the Union minis-
ter said.Veteran Samajwadi Party
(SP) leader Rajendra Chaudhary
slammed the BJP and the RSS for
suggesting that the words 'socialist’
and 'secular' in the Constitution's
Preamble could be done away
with."These statements merely
prove that the RSS and BJP don't
believe in democracy and are mak-
ing attempts to weaken the
Constitution,” Chaudhary told
PTI.LUP Congress chief Ajay Rai
told PTI, "Such statements in fact
validate what we have been saying
for long that the RSS and BJP don't
have any faith in the Constitution.
This country belongs to all. The
Congress  will  protect the
Constitution at all costs."Chouhan
said he was only 16 years old when
the Emergency was promulgated
and he was also arrested and taken
to jail under Defence of India
Rules."Even today, | get goose-
bumps remembering those dark
days. During the Emergency, if
there was a frenzy to demolish
houses at Turkman Gate, the public

I I“

named 'Kenchi' was killed upon by
wild animals.To avenge the loss, he
sprayed poison on the cow's carcass.
His friends Konappa and Nagaraju
too were allegedly part of the con-
spiracy.The tigress, which had ini-
tially feasted on the dead cow, later
returned with her cubs to feed on it
again and died after ingesting the
poison, Forest sources said.All three

Jnion Minister Chounan

was crushed by bulldozers. If any-
one protested, they were riddled
with bullets. It was not bullets fired
on the public, it was the murder of
the Constitution," Chouhan
recalled.The Union minister said
there was neither any appeal, nor
"vakeel" (lawyer), nor "daleel"
(argument) and alleged that it was
murder of the Constitution."All civil
rights were suspended. Putting a
lock on the freedom of the press is
murder of the Constitution, reduc-
ing the rights of the court, making it
ineffective -- it was murder of the
Constitution."Making the entire
country a prison -- this was the mur-
der of the Constitution. All opposi-
tion parties and even students were
put in jails. The Congress is the
killer of the Constitution,” he
said. The senior BJP leader took a
dig at Leader of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi and with-
out naming him alleged that the
Congress does not have the right to
keep a copy of the
Constitution."Those dark days are
still remembered. Dictatorship is in
the DNA of the Congress. Those
who roam around with a copy of the
Constitution in their hands will have
to answer, he said.Chouhan said if
the Congress wants to learn democ-
racy, it should learn from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi."The
Bharatiya Janata Party respects the
spirit of democracy but for what
Congress did, |1 am repeating again
that they should rub their nose and
apologise to the country that they
had committed this historical mis-
take," he said."Prime Minister
Narendra Modi strongly believes in
democracy and that is why the work
of celebrating Constitution Day in
independent India was done by
Prime Minister Modi. Democracy is
in the nature of the Bharatiya Janata
Party," Chouhan said.
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Hanuru Taluk for further
terroga tion.During the
investigation, Maaduraju's

ther Shivanna
|lapproached the police
Z:lclaiming that he was

responsible for the death
f the big cats.However,
e was let off after the
investigation revealed his
> {son's alleged involve-
" Iment.The incident had
triggered widespread pub-
lic outrage and political
blame games, with the
position BJP accusing
=the government of "negli-
gence" in protecting wildlife.While
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah had
indicated action after receiving a
report on the matter, State Forest
Minister Eshwar Khandre had said
no one will be spared.According to
the latest report of the National
Tiger Conservation  Authority
(NTCA), Karnataka has 563 tigers,
the second highest in the country
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suspects have been taken to
reportedly enraged after his cow Megnyam-based ‘Aranya Bhavan' in after Madhya Pradesh.
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Residents of a high-rise complex in
Greater Noida faced violence after com-
plaining about a power cut, officials
reported. The incident occurred on
Thursday night at Ecovillage-1 society. A
viral video shows guards and staff hitting
residents with sticks. Another clip captures
men punching and kicking residents near a
child.According to police, the residents
were upset due to hours-long power out-
ages. They approached the maintenance
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entry and exit on the 70-km
Karnataka segment of the Bengaluru-Chennai
Expressway will soon end as the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) is gearing up to collect
toll charges.Thus ending free access for daily com-
muters. The stretch, unofficially opened in February,
runs from Hoskote to Kolar Gold Fields (KGF) and
is the first expressway in Karnataka.Motorists will
now have to pay ?150 for a one-way trip and ?225
for a return journey for cars, while heavy vehicles
could be charged up to ?520 (one-way) and ?780
(round trip), according to a report in The Times of
India. The expressway features three interchanges-
Malur, Bangarpet, and Bethamangala-where tolls
will range between ?55 and ?150, depending on the
entry and exit points. An NHAI official told the
English daily that the Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways (MoRTH) has already notified tolling
for this stretch, and collection will begin once
administrative formalities are completed.NHAI offi-
cials stated that tolling will begin after procedural
formalities are completed and local authorities are
notified.Full expressway completion delayed to June
2026 (originally August 2025) due to construction
delays in Andhra Pradesh (91 km) and Tamil Nadu
(94 km).Karnataka portion (76 km) operational since
December 2024.720 crore allocated to upgrade 18
km of connecting roads for better expressway
access.Speed limit: 120 km/h for cars; NHAI has
implemented safety measures after multiple fatal
accidents."The road is designed for a speed of 120
kmph for cars. We've implemented road safety meas-
ures and jurisdictional police have stepped up
enforcement,” said an NHAI official. Though the full
261-km expressway-spanning Karnataka (76 km),
Andhra Pradesh (91 km), and Tamil Nadu (94 km)-
was initially slated for completion by August 2025,
delays have pushed the deadline to June 2026.
Currently, only the Karnataka portion is operational,
attracting 2,000 to 2,500 vehicles daily.To improve
access, NHAI has allocated ?20 crore to upgrade 18
km of connecting roads near the Bengaluru-Kolar
highway, which is expected to boost traffic once
completed. Safety Concerns and Restrictions
Despite a ban on two-wheelers, autorickshaws, and
tractors, illegal bike usage has raised safety con-
cerns, with several fatal accidents reported due to
speeding. NHAI has enforced stricter measures,
including a 120 km/h speed limit for cars and
increased police patrols. Once tolling begins, the
expressway- a ?17,000-crore greenfield project-will
enter its next phase, promising faster travel and eco-
nomic growth along the Bengaluru-Chennai corri-
dor.

staff for answers but received none, lead-
ing to a heated argument. The situation
escalated when the maintenance staff and
security guards turned violent.A resident,
who was attacked, recounted that there
was no electricity for two to three hours.
"The electricity didn't come for two to
three hours. The maintenance staff was not
picking up our calls, so we went down-
stairs. When we went there, some other
residents were already trying to get
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Kasana.

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi  criticised  Donald
Trump's recent comments,
labelling them as "disrespectful
and unacceptable.” Trump claimed
he had saved Iran's Supreme
Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
from an "ugly and ignominious
death." Araghchi urged Trump to
adopt a more respectful tone
towards Khamenei and to stop
alienating his supporters.The for-
eign minister expressed that the
Iranian people do not appreciate
threats and insults. He highlighted
their resilience by stating that they
forced the Israeli regime to seek
protection against Iranian missiles.
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They are identified as

This statement came
after the US conduct-
ed strikes on three
Iranian nuclear sites
last weekend, joining
Israel in targeting
Iran's nuclear pro-
gramme during a 12-
day conflict that
began on June 13.
Trump's Claims and
Reactions

2 Donald Trump, react-
bling to Khamenei's
remarks following
the conflict with Israel, posted on
Truth Social. He suggested that
Iran's leadership could achieve
more through diplomacy rather
than hostility. Trump questioned
why Khamenei falsely claimed
victory over Israel when it was
untrue, emphasising that as a man
of faith, Khamenei should not
lie.Trump further asserted that he
knew Khamenei's location during
the conflict and chose not to let
Israel or the US military harm him.
He claimed to have saved
Khamenei from a dire fate without
expecting  gratitude.  Trump
warned that significant damage
would have occurred if the attack
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answers. As we were talking, some mem- &
bers of the maintenance staff began punch-
ing us. One man held my collar as other}
people hit me with sticks. | was also
slapped...my entire body is swollen. My
children were crying in the corner,” he
said.Four individuals from the mainte-
nance team have been apprehended by|
authorities.
Ravindra, Sohit, Sachin Kuntal, and Vipin
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had proceeded.

Sanctions and Future Actions

In response to Khamenei's state-
ments, Trump announced he had
halted efforts for sanctions relief
for Iran. He stated that he was
working on removing sanctions to
aid lIran's recovery but stopped
after receiving what he described
as a hostile statement from
Khamenei. The sanctions remain
in place, impacting lIran signifi-
cantly.Trump also mentioned he
would consider military action
against Iran if its uranium enrich-
ment reached concerning levels.
Speaking at the White House, he
affirmed his willingness to strike
Iran again if necessary.
Khamenei's Defiance

Ayatollah Khamenei responded
defiantly by claiming Iran had
retaliated against the US by attack-
ing a major base in Qatar follow-
ing US airstrikes. He declared that
Iran would never surrender to
American pressure.The ongoing
tensions between the US and Iran
continue to escalate with these
exchanges. Both sides remain firm
in their positions, leaving little
room for diplomatic resolution at
present.

Inaia Urges Merit-Based Assessment As US
Tiontens Visa Rules With Social Media Checks

The Centre has stated that it
believes all US visa applications
submitted by Indian nationals
should be assessed purely on
merit. The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) made the com-
ments on Thursday in response to

new guidelines issued by the USJ = =

Embassy, which
applicants to disclose their social
media handles.While acknowledg-
ing that immigration policies fall
within the sovereign jurisdiction
of each country, the Indian gov-
ernment urged that its citizens'
visa applications be evaluated on a
merit-based system."Visa and immi-
gration decisions are part of the sov-
ereign functions of any nation.
However, we have taken note of the
guidelines issued by the US Embassy
that require applicants to provide
details of their social media
accounts,” MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said.He further
assured that the Indian government is
working to protect the interests of its
nationals and remains in contact with
the US on matters related to consular

require Vvisa s

affairs.Under the new guidelines,
individuals applying for F, M, or J
category non-immigrant visas to the
US are now required to make their
social media profiles publicly acces-
sible for screening purposes. The F
and M visa categories relate to stu-
dents, while the J category pertains
to exchange visitors.Applicants must
also list all social media usernames
used on any platform over the past
five years in the DS-160 visa appli-
cation form.According to the US
Embassy, this level of scrutiny is

om deemed necessary to verify
gl an applicant's identity and
eligibility for entry under
American law.Failure to
provide the requested social
media information could
result in the refusal of the
visa and render the applicant
ineligible for future applica-
tions.The US Embassy clar-
ified that the requirement to
provide social media details
has been in place for both
immigrant and non-immi-
grant visa applications since
2019.These updated measures are
part of a broader immigration clamp-
down initiated by US President
Donald Trump. As part of the tight-
ened immigration stance, individuals
entering the US unlawfully may face
imprisonment and deportation.The
crackdown has sparked protests in
cities such as Los Angeles, where
demonstrators have voiced opposi-
tion to the actions of Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
officers.
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