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Jai Hind! Today, | write to you not as a critic, nor as a cynic — not
even as a disappointed fan — but as someone who has lived to be
a so-called hero in real life and in real life as well. One in olive
green, where orders are followed without question and sacrifice is
routine. The other is under studio lights, where scripts replace strat-
egy and stories stir the soul. My journey, from battlefields to film
sets, has shaped me into a storyteller, a voice that speaks today not
just from experience, but also for a purpose & cause — as an inter-
national TEDx speaker.I am Major (Dr) Mohommed Ali Shah
(Veteran). | have commanded troops as a Major in the Indian Army,
and | have performed on screen in National award-winning films
like “‘Haider’, ‘Bajrangi Bhaijaan’, ‘The Tashkent Files’, ‘Agent
Vinod’, ‘Yaara’, ‘Avrodh’ aagdesh, Vodka Diaries, Majaz — Ae
Ghame dil kya karun and many more. My heart has always stood at
this strange, beautiful intersection — between the real and the reel,
between uniformed action and cinematic expression. It is from that
very space that | write to you today — with both understanding and
anguish.Operation Sindoor was not just a military triumph — it was
a moment steeped in symbolism. Even the name was chosen with
cinematic flair and reverence. Sindoor — evoking images of sacri-
fice, soil, blood, and valour. It could easily be the title of a power-
ful film. And yet, what followed has been disheartening silence
from those who have long worn the uniform on-screen and draped
the tricolour in their reels.The film fraternity, the cricketing heroes,
the influencers — those whose voices echo far and wide — have
not spoken a word as yet and it is very disheartening, to say the
least.We’ve seen the outpouring of support when a film trailer is
launched, or when a cricketer scores a century. We’ve seen hashtags
trend for birthdays and box office milestones. So why does a real
victory — Operation Sindoor — go unnoticed by you so-called
stars & celebrities?And yes — there have been a couple of mur-
murs. A stray comment here, a passing tweet there. A few individ-
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ASo\ r's Plea tor Real-Time Patriotism. Not Postumol

uals, almost cautiously, have begun to say something — but where
is the thunderous, united voice? Where is that collective heartbeat
of the industry that roars when a film releases or when an award is
won? What we’re hearing right now feels like whispers in a storm
— barely audible, quickly forgotten. We’re not asking for slo-
gans.We’re not asking for parades. Just presence. Just one power-
ful, unmissable voice that tells every soldier returning home: You
are seen. You are celebrated. You are our country’s real heroes.And
here’s what hurts a little more: Right now, when the wounds are
fresh when our jawans are still returning from the line of fire, there
is silence. But give it a few months, and someone somewhere in the
industry will write a gripping script. A stellar cast will be signed.
The promotional drums will beat, and the box office will roar. It’ll
be called Sindoor: The Untold Story or something equally poetic.
And suddenly, everyone will remember.But that’s not fair, is it? To
ignore the sentiment now, and cash in on it later. Patriotism isn’t a
plot device — it’s a pulse. And it deserves presence in real-time, not
just posthumous applause. | say this not with bitterness, but with a
quiet ache. Because | know how closely our worlds are tied. The
soldier and the storyteller. The player and the patriot. The screen
and the sky. Not long ago, | wrote an open letter addressed to ter-
rorists — challenging them with nothing but words, courage, and
conviction. That letter went viral. Why? Because | spoke of Hindu-
Muslim unity. Because | spoke not from a political platform, but
from the heart of a soldier who loves his country — whole and
undivided. I’'m trying, in my small way, to bring sanity where there
is noise, and hope where there is fear.But | am just a Major — not
a General. | am a passionate artist — not a celebrated star. My voice
is small, and yet | try to make it count. | do not have millions hang-
ing on to my every word — but you do. And that’s exactly why your
silence resounds so deeply. | have had the honour of safeguarding
our National frontiers in the difficult terrains of J&K & the North
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all

East part of India.l along with my brave colleagues have risked our
lives on several occasions so that you all are safe & peaceful. We
have lived at the border in bunkers barely a few meters away from
the Pakistani post, where grenades were thrown at us with a fre-
guency one never forgets. In those bunkers, we didn’t sleep — we
waited. For the next grenade. For the next breath. For dawn. We
learnt to embrace uncertainty, to celebrate survival, and to carry on
without applause and yes we did give a befitting reply to the
enemy.l have witnessed life and death not through the lens of a
camera, but through the fog of war. | have invaded terrorist hideouts
not only on screen — but in actual counter-insurgency operations.
That is not fiction. That is my memory.And yet, I’ve also stood on
a film set, correcting an actor’s insignia out of reflex — not because
I was acting, but because | had worn the original with pride and
responsibility. That’s how blurred the lines are for someone like me.
And that’s why | feel this silence so deeply.To our respected cons
like Amitabh Bachchan, Shah Rukh Khan, Akshay Kumar, M.S.
Dhoni, Virat Kohli, Ranveer Singh, and Deepika Padukone — you
have inspired millions with your talent, skill and charm. You’ve
united this country in stadiums and cinemas alike. Your voice, even
in a whisper, has the power to move a nation. If Pakistani actors
could find the courage to post messages praising their army, despite
the consequences they may face, then what is stopping us — citi-
zens of a free and proud nation — from standing by our own?So all
| ask from you with an open heart: will you speak up when real-life
heroes return from real — life missions after putting their lives in
danger for you? This is not a boycott call. This is not outrage. This
is an invitation — to remember that your influence reaches hearts
the way even battle cries sometimes cannot. A post. A word. A ges-
ture of respect — can go a long way in reminding the soldier that
his courage is not invisible, not unacknowledged. You do not have
to raise slogans. You just have to raise awareness.

Bengallry defuges sparkur ent call for urban resilience

The unprecedented downpour over-

water in the soil and improving

global south. As a result, the world is not

whelmed the city’s outdated stormwater | :
infrastructure. The chaos exposed not only §

the city’s fragile urban planning but also

the wider ecological risks of climate |

change, as rising global temperatures
amplify extreme weather eventsA record
rainfall of 130 mm in 12 hours from the
18th May evening till the dawn of 19th
May led to the flooding of houses, over-
flowing of city lakes, streets and under-
passes being reduced to waterways, fly-
overs remaining closed for traffic for sev-
eral hours, and halting public bus services
in many parts of the city etc. Essential
travels in the city remained disrupted for a
large part of 19th May. Branches of trees
have fallen and in some cases, the whole
tree has been uprooted. Power outage in
the city made matters worse and BESCOM
received 33,000 calls in this period for
restoration of power.More than 20 lakes in
Bengaluru have overflown adding further
misery to the citizens. It was the second-
highest rainfall in a single day in a decade
and BBMP found that things had gone out
of hand. Agencies do their best to mitigate
the misery of the people. The worst part of
the story was that the two persons were
electrocuted while trying to connect power
to run the motors to drain out water from
the houses and another human death also
took place in the floods. State disaster
response force deployed boats to evacuate
people from flooded locations.While
Bengaluru’s stormwater drains have a
capacity of 70 mm of rain in 24 hours, the
rain gauges located at Kengeri, Vaderhalli,
Chikkabanavara, Chowdeshwarinagar and
Kempegowda wards registered 132 mm,
131 mm, 127 mm, 104 mm, and 103 mm
of rains in 12 hours’ period respectively.
Other areas like Kormangala,
Baswangudi, Marthahalli, and HAL
Airport also recorded more than 90 mm of
rain. When the rains exceed the capacity of
stormwater drains, flooding the streets and
houses is inevitable. Flooding was not lim-
ited to low-lying areas alone but the areas
at higher altitudinal locations like
Koramangala, BTM, Jayanagar etc were
also flooded.India’s vaunted tech capital
was paralysed as Manyata Tech Park,

i O underground recharge. The

commercial buildings should

= =t=‘——

“dwhich can reduce the runoff on
= - |the ground and support under-
ground recharge. Manyata cam-
#pus has the potential to handle
-{large volumes of flood water
efficiently, if the suggestions are
“1kept in mind.The main reason
for the heavy downpour is the
~|convergence of two low-pres-
“Isure systems. It also brought
thunderstorms on 18th and 19th

White Field and Electronic City tech com-
panies also faced the brunt. Manyata Tech
Park has been flooding in routine rains too.
It was flooded eight months ago, flooded
last week and experienced very heavy
flooding following the 19th May rains.
Bengaluru tech giants and real estate
groups must rethink their urban design
especially in and around Manyata.lt is
located squarely in Hebbal Nagwara
Valley, just below Nagwara and
Rachenhalli lakes and the overflow of
these lakes flows through the tech park to
reach downstream lakes like Kalkere. The
drains through Manyata Teck Park carry
treated and untreated water, which gets
mixed during flooding. Mixing of toilet
water with rainwater is not only confined
to the tech park area but is also a character-
istic of all flooded lands in urban
areas.Urban centres including Bengaluru
are increasingly paved over with concrete
and built surfaces, and rainfall no longer
seeps/ percolates into the soil and rushes in
overloaded drains. Increasing the size and
guantity of flow in the drains through
Manyata will not be a proper and valid
solution, as the downstream areas will face
heavier flooding. 300 acres Manyata cam-
pus must be provided with a natural solu-
tion to capture rainwater during heavy
floods. Water must be allowed to infiltrate
the ground by minimising the pavements
and concrete.Bioswales comprising vege-
tation, mulch, biorentation soil, gravel and
perforated pipes can treat the water and
can also cut the velocity of the flow of
water thereby increasing the seepage of

May As the concentration of carbon diox-
ide in the atmosphere is reaching a danger-
ous level of nearly 425 ppm, from 350
ppm in the pre-industrial period, the plan-
et is continuously warming.The record of
the warmest year 2023 was shattered in
2024, and 2025 is on course to shatter even
this record. Despite Scientists cautioning
against fossil fuel burning, world leaders
have not shown any respect for Science
and increasing the dependency on the con-
sumption of fossil fuel as energy to boost
growth.This results in continuous warming
of the planet. Sea surface temperature is
rising and a lot of moisture is pumped into
the atmosphere through an increased rate
of evaporation. The accumulation of rela-
tively more moisture in the cloud forma-
tion is inevitable and whenever tempera-
ture, pressure and wind conditions are
favourable, heavy downpour
occurs.Further, when there are two low-
pressure systems conversing, the down-
pour is even more intense. The permanent
solution is to cut the consumption of fossil
fuels and transition away towards renew-
able sources of energy. Renewable energy
in undeveloped and developing countries
is dependent upon the finance and technol-
ogy from the US, other Western countries
and China. UNCCC’s annual climate con-
ference at Baku, Azerbaijan has failed to
address the issue and has brought a crack
between the global north and global south.
US President Trump has repeatedly aban-
doned the Paris Climate Accord, and other
developed nations are also not prepared to
finance and transfer technology to the

hopeful of containing the warming of the
planet within 1.5 degrees Celsius.\We are
left to face the warming world and its con-
sequences like heavy downpours causing
flooding, long dry spells followed by
drought etc. disrupting our lives and liveli-
hood.In a situation when countries have to
deal with increasing floods and droughts,
the civic infrastructures would need modi-
fications. The stormwater drains, which
are designed to fully carry the flood water
from incessant rainfall of 50 to 70 mm in
24 hours, will have to be remodelled for
rains up to 200 mm in 24 hours. The natu-
ral drainage pattern and setting of the area
should not be altered as far as
possible.Urban centres, where there is
hardly any ground without concrete and
pavements, must reorient themselves and
form layouts where more areas are open
for growing vegetation and infiltration of
water in the soil. Underground structures/
basements especially in low-lying areas
can be very dangerous for living and com-
mercial activities. The entry and exit in
such cases are often narrow and can pose a
danger during emergency evacuation.
Flood water can gush in and can cause
human casualties.At the most, basements
should be earmarked for water storage and
for the storage of serviceable and unser-
viceable articles. We should not forget the
drowning of students in an IIT coaching
centre, in Delhi during one such flooding
last year. The wetlands in urban areas,
stormwater drains and lakes must be kept
free from encroachments. The green space
in urban areas is quite important for coun-
tering the heat generated by concrete struc-
tures.The choice of species for planting
urban landscapes should be smart and
shallow-rooted trees like Gulmohr,
Peltoforum, rain trees etc. should not be
grown. In the stormy weather and with
incessant rainfalls, trees/ branches fall off
leading to power outages and disruption of
traffic. We should also not cover all around
the base of the trees with concrete. Such
trees do not get adequate seepage water
from rainfalls are weak and malformed
and are prone to getting uprooted in heavy
winds.
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Booker prize for ‘Heart Lamp’ is a defining
moment for India’s vernacular literature which has
been on sidelines for longln a watershed moment
for Indian regional literature, ‘Heart Lamp,” a
short story collection by Banu Mushtagq, translated
into English by Deepa Bhasthi, has won the 2025
International Booker Prize. This is the first time a
Kannada literary work has received this presti-
gious honour, making it not only a personal tri-
umph for the author and translator but also a land-
mark moment for Indian vernacular literature on
the global stage. ‘Heart Lamp’ is a piercing and
poetic collection that centres on the lives of
women navigating the grip of patriarchy. The sto-
ries are deeply rooted in the spirit of the Bandaya
Sahitya movement — a literary rebellion that
began in the 1970s in Karnataka. The Bandaya
movement, meaning “rebellion literature,” was
born out of a fierce resistance to caste oppression,
social injustice, and gender discrimination. It gave
rise to a generation of writers and activists who
used literature as a tool to confront the brutalities

of the everyday, particularly those experienced by
Dalits, women, and the working class.Mushtaq’s
stories continue that legacy with boldness and
empathy. They do not seek to flatter or pacify; they
seek to reveal. The women in her stories are not
merely victims — they are witnesses, rebels, and
survivors. Through Bhasthi’s nuanced and faithful
translation, these voices have transcended linguis-
tic boundaries and reached a global audience with-
out losing the cultural texture that gives them
life. The International Booker Prize, one of the
most esteemed literary awards in the world, is
awarded annually for the best work of translated
fiction published in the UK or Ireland. With a prize
of £50,000, split equally between the author and
the translator, it recognises not just storytelling,
but also the essential art of translation — the
bridge that carries one culture into the soul of
another. Heart Lamp’s win is a recognition of the
power of collaboration and the importance of mak-
ing regional voices legible and resonant to the
world.Historically, the global literary stage has

mostly spotlighted Indian writers who write in
English. While these voices have undeniably con-
tributed to India’s literary identity abroad, they
have also, unintentionally, overshadowed the
abundance of storytelling happening in Indian ver-
nacular languages. With scores of scheduled lan-
guages and hundreds of dialects, India possesses
an incredibly rich literary heritage. Yet, much of it
remains under-translated, under-promoted, and
under-read. This disparity has created a kind of
cultural silence around the lives, struggles, and
imaginations of millions who speak and think in
languages other than English.The recognition of
Heart Lamp signals a necessary shift. It invites
international publishers, literary institutions, and
readers to turn their gaze toward the immense,
untapped potential of regional Indian literature.
More importantly, it affirms the belief that stories
rooted in local realities — whether of gender
inequality in rural Karnataka or caste dynamics in
a small town — have universal resonance when
told with honesty and craft.

The all-party voice against terrorism

Across party lines, ideologies, and

speak; they represented a rare and pow-

peace through

regional divides, the all-party delega-
tion stood not as politicians but as patri-
ots, sending a clear and powerful mes-
sage to the world: when it comes to con-
fronting terror, India speaks in one
voiceln the cacophony of India’s
bustling democracy — where debates
are heated, elections are passionately
fought, and ideological lines run deep
— it’s easy to believe that political dis-
cord defines our national character. Yet,
beneath this noisy surface lies a quieter,
more powerful truth: when the sover-
eignty and safety of the nation are
threatened, Indians — across party lines
— stand as one. The recent formation
and international engagement of an all-
party parliamentary delegation, follow-
ing the horrific Pahalgam terrorist
ambush and the resolute military
response in Operation Sindhoor, stands
as a poignant and necessary reminder
that in the battle against terrorism, unity
IS not an option — it is a national imper-
ative.The terrorist strike in Pahalgam
was not just another act of senseless
violence; it was an attack on the soul of
India. When extremists target not only
human lives but also the spirit of
democracy, the very idea of India
comes under siege. The appropriate
response to such horror cannot be
drawn along partisan lines; it must
emerge from a shared national con-
science. Operation Sindhoor, a swift
and courageous military action against
cross-border terrorist elements, demon-
strated the Government’s readiness to
act decisively. But it was what came
afterward — the dispatch of an all-party
delegation to take India’s voice to the
global stage — that truly reflected a
maturing democratic ethos.This delega-
tion, led by BJP MP Baijayant Jay
Panda and comprising representatives
from the Congress, DMK, TMC, and
other parties, travelled to Bahrain and
the United States. They met high-rank-
ing officials, including Bahrain’s
Deputy Prime Minister Shaikh Khalid
bin Abdulla Al Khalifa, to present a
united case against international terror
networks. In their diplomatic engage-
ments, the delegation did more than just

erful display of India’s multiparty con-
sensus.The symbolism was profound.
When the world sees India’s political
rivals — who often spar vociferously in
Parliament — standing side by side to
address a global issue, it takes notice.
This wasn’t a Government delegation in
the narrow sense — it was an Indian
delegation. The message was clear: ter-
rorism is not a political issue to be
leveraged for electoral gain, but a
shared threat that requires collective
resolve.That message was underscored
by Congress MP Dr. Shashi Tharoor in
Washington, D.C., where he made a
pointed and statesmanlike observation.
He clarified that the delegation did not
represent just the ruling Government
but the Indian people as a whole. He
openly acknowledged that while
Operation Sindhoor was not flawless,
its necessity and purpose transcended
political fault lines. His words captured
the essence of true bipartisanship — not
the denial of differences, but the priori-
tisation of national interest above all
else.This maturity in tone and intent
marked a significant shift in our nation-
al dialogue. For too long, issues of
national security have been fodder for
political mudslinging. But terrorism is
not saffron, green, or red — it is a dark
and indiscriminate force. And to fight it
effectively, we need all the democratic
colors of India aligned.The significance
of this delegation goes beyond symbol-
ism. The world today is interconnected,
and terrorism is a transnational beast.
Its networks operate across continents,
its financing moves through shadowy
channels, and its propaganda infects
minds across cyberspace. No single
party, no matter how strong, can con-
front this alone. Nor can a single
Government shoulder this burden in
isolation. India’s voice is strongest on
the global stage when it emerges from a
united Parliament, not just a ruling
coalition.BJP MP Daggubati
Purandeswari’s comments before the
delegation’s visit to Europe reflected
this sentiment. She reiterated India’s
zero-tolerance stance toward terrorism,
not in the tone of a partisan leader seek-

violence.However, the biparti-
san spirit must not remain con-
fined to overseas missions or
emerge only during tragedy. It
needs to be woven into the fab-
ric of our domestic political
culture. Imagine a standing
National Security Council that
includes leaders from both the
Government and opposition.
Picture regular all-party brief-
ings on counterterrorism,
cybersecurity, and intelligence
reforms. These aren’t utopian
dreams — they’re pragmatic

Iing credit, but as a national representa-
tive. Her words were devoid of political
jabs and rooted in conviction. That’s the
kind of leadership India needs — firm,
clear, and unifying.India’s strength as a
democracy is built on its diversity: lin-
guistic, cultural, religious, and political.
That we continue to function — despite
these complexities — is a tribute to our
institutional resilience. But moments of
national crisis demand more than func-
tionality; they demand cohesion. From
the trauma of the 26/11 attacks to
Pulwama and now Pahalgam, we’ve
seen glimpses of this unity. We now
need to make it a habit, not just a reflex.
Critics often dismiss all-party delega-
tions as symbolic or ineffectual. True,
they may not pass binding resolutions
or sign treaties. But in international
diplomacy, symbols matter. They shape
perception, and perception shapes out-
comes. When the world sees India unit-
ed — not fractured — it strengthens our
moral argument, elevates our credibili-
ty, and earns the respect of allies and
adversaries alike.This unity also coun-
ters dangerous narratives. By bringing
together MPs of different faiths,
regions, and ideologies — be it a
Muslim Congress leader, a Sikh BJP
representative, or a southern regional
party figure — the delegation visibly
refuted the claim that India’s fight
against terrorism is politically or com-
munally driven. It underscored a critical
truth: India’s fight is not against any
religion or community, but against
those who threaten democracy and

steps toward institutionalising
cooperation in matters of national inter-
est.Bipartisanship, importantly, does
not mean the end of criticism. On the
contrary, constructive critique strength-
ens democracy. But the ability to differ-
entiate between electoral contests and
existential threats is what defines a
mature nation. When terrorism strikes,
there is no ruling party or opposition —
there is only India. And in those
moments, the tricolour must fly higher
than any party banner.India is fortunate
to possess a formidable defence estab-
lishment, skilled intelligence agencies,
and a diplomatic corps that punches
above its weight. But these pillars of
national strength can only reach their
full potential when supported by a unit-
ed political will. The all-party delega-
tion, in its spirit and substance, offers a
hopeful glimpse of what that political
will can look like when freed from petty
rivalry. As the delegation concludes its
travels, it would be a mistake to file
away this moment as a brief detour
from routine politics. The unity it repre-
sents must endure. Because terrorism is
not a passing storm — it is a persistent
threat. And our response must be equal-
ly enduring. Let it be a call to action. A
reminder that when the stakes are high,
our divisions can — and must-give way
to a deeper allegiance: not to party, not
to ideology, but to the Republic. If we
can stand together abroad, we can sure-
ly listen better at home. And if we can
do that, we will not only defend the idea
of India — we will elevate it.
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