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Anational cooperative framework for etnical biodiversity economy

As India enters its Amrit Kaal, a deeper trans-
formation is unfolding — one not just of
infrastructure or economy, but of thought and
soul. The Five Prans laid out by Hon’ble
Prime Minister Narendra Modi are not
abstract ideals; they are a declaration that
Bharat will no longer walk the path laid out by
colonial rule. Among them, the resolve to end
the colonial mindset and break the culture of
servitude stands out like a blazing torch. For
centuries, India’s vast biodiversity was
viewed through an extractive lens — its
forests seen as timber depots, its tribal knowl-
edge dismissed as folklore, and its people
treated as passive suppliers to global indus-
tries. That mindset must end. A new India is
rising — one that respects its people, reclaims
its knowledge, and builds prosperity from the
grassroots.In a landmark move, the National
Biodiversity Authority (NBA) has reinforced
this shift by issuing a decisive order on the
enforcement of the Access and Benefit-
Sharing (ABS) mechanism under the
Biological Diversity Act, 2002. This mecha-
nism ensures that communities who have tra-
ditionally conserved biological resources and
associated knowledge are no longer invisible
in the value chain. Whether it is a medicinal
herb in the Himalayas or microbial wealth in
the Eastern Ghats, any commercial exploita-
tion of biodiversity must now be accompanied
by fair and equitable benefit-sharing with the

Inlia’sCllemma: Farm yield rises

As the Government boosts minimum sup-
port prices and extends credit schemes to
sustain rural momentum, policymakers
face a complex balancing act — how to
nurture farm-driven optimism amid facto-
ry-floor fatigue and an uncertain global
trade climatelndia’s agricultural sector is
charting new territory as record-breaking
food production sets the stage for a
stronger presence in global export mar-
kets. While farms flourish, a contrasting
picture emerges in the industrial land-
scape, where stagnating production signals
underlying economic strain. This diver-
gence underscores a shifting balance in
India’s growth narrative — buoyant fields
amid faltering factories.To pace it up fur-
ther, the Centre also increased the kharif
crop minimum support price (MSP) focus-
ing on pulses, oilseeds and coarse grains.
The MSP for paddy was raised by Rs 69,
three per cent, to Rs 2369 per quintal. The
MSP of 14 other items including ground-
nut, sunflower seed, cotton, tur/arhar, and
niger seed benefitted.The Centre claims
that its procurement of wheat has sur-
passed previous three-year records yet is
below the target. The 5 per cent interest
subvention scheme on Kisan Credit Card
up to Rs 3 lakh will continue. Amid such a
farm yield bonanza, the stymied industrial
production remains a concern. The coun-
try’s industrial output growth slowed to an
8-month low in April, dragged down by
contraction in mining, sluggish electricity
and manufacturing sectors. It is dipping
since reaching a peak of 6.2 percent in
April 2024 which had fallen to minus 0.1
percent during mid-year.India has
achieved a record food grain production of
353.95 million tonnes (MT) in the 2024-25
crop season. This is largely due to record
harvests of paddy (rice) — 149.07 MT,
wheat — 117.50 MT, and maize — 42
MT.India surpassed China to become the
world’s largest rice producer. Maize pro-
duction jumped by 12.3 per cent. Oilseeds
yield also rose by 7.4 per cent.Data show a
record production of rice, wheat, maize,
soybean, rapeseed, mustard, and sugar-

very people who nurtured it for
generations.But the question remains: How do
we operationalise this mechanism in a way
that is people-centric, employment-generat-
ing, and equitable? The answer lies in India’s
oldest and most democratic economic system
— the cooperative economic framework.
With over 95,000 PACS (Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies), hundreds of tribal and forest
cooperatives, women SHGs, and digitally
connected FPOs, India already possesses a
grassroots engine capable of delivering ABS
at scale. These cooperatives are not mere
financial units; they are people’s institutions,
rooted in local soil, culture, and trust. Through
the cooperative system, Biodiversity
Management Committees (BMCs) at the vil-
lage level can negotiate access contracts,
monitor resource use, and direct benefit-shar-
ing into community-led green enterprises.
PACS can serve as aggregation points — doc-
umenting biodiversity use, collecting royal-
ties, and channelling funds into bio-enterprise
clusters. A tribal cooperative in Bastar could
sell sal seed products with Geographical
Indication (GI) tags. A forest-based SHG in
Odisha could process and export mahua
oil.An FPO in the Western Ghats could devel-
op ayurvedic supplements from endemic
herbs. These are not pipe dreams — they are
now viable, legal, and scalable under the new
ABS framework.What is now required is a

cane. “The third estimated production of pmm

major crops such as paddy, wheat, soy-
bean, groundnuts, oilseeds, and pulses are
going to be a record,” says Agriculture
Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan. This is
against agricultural ministry figures of
about a 1.2 per cent fall in production a
year back.

8-year-record

The food-grain estimate claims a 6.6 per
cent record increase in major crops in eight
years. Chouhan announced that the coun-
try’s food grain production reached
3539.59 lakh metric tonnes (LMT) in
2024-25, which is 216.61 LMT higher
than last year’s (2023-24) 3322.98
LMT.Another heartening news is India’s
agriculture exports rising 6.4 per cent to
$51.9 billion in 2024-25, from $48.8 bil-
lion during the preceding fiscal year that
ended March 2024. This was as against the
almost flat 0.1 per cent growth in the value
of its overall goods exports in 2024-25.1In
2024-25, India’s total merchandise exports
reached $374.1 billion, a 6 per cent
increase from the $352.9 billion in 2023-
24, excluding petroleum products. This
marked a record high for non-petroleum
merchandise exports. Overall, India’s total
exports (merchandise and services)
reached $824.9 billion, the highest ever.
Services exports reached a high of $387.5
billion. However, the country’s exports in
February 2025 experienced a decline,
marking the fourth consecutive month of
contraction. The export value fell to $
36.91 billion, a 10.85 per cent decrease
compared to the same period last year.
Both exports and imports saw a sharp con-
traction. This decline was primarily attrib-
uted to factors like volatility in petroleum
prices, global uncertainties, and the impact
of sanctions on the gems and jewellery
sector.The country is hit also by lower cap-
ital expenditure hitting the Rs 86000 crore
construction equipment industry. It grew
21 per cent in 2022-21 per cent and 24 per
cent in 2023-24. Companies like
Caterpillar, JCB, Tata Hitachi, Cummins
and Volvo CE are piqued at the overall

national institutional backbone to scale this
up. There is a compelling need to establish a
dedicated Multistate Cooperative for
Biodiversity-Based Enterprises, with the
National Biodiversity Authority as the Chief
Promoter.This cooperative would function as
the nodal body to support, coordinate, and
fund biodiversity — linked enterprises
through cooperatives across the country. It
would assist BMCs and PACS in contract for-
mulation, ensure compliance with ABS proto-
cols, facilitate branding and export of local
biodiversity products, and link with existing
cooperative structures like the National
Cooperative Export Society, National
Commodity Exchange Cooperative, and tribal
cooperatives.The proposed cooperative would
also ensure a transparent Access to Benefit
Transfer mechanism through digital plat-
forms, enabling real-time monitoring of
resource use, revenue inflow, and distribution
of benefits.This is especially important as
India digitises its entire cooperative ecosys-
tem, linking PACS to state federations and
national apex bodies. A tech-enabled ABS
cooperative could leverage data to inform pol-
icy, ensure compliance, and prevent biopiracy
— while ensuring that “jan-bhagidari” (peo-
ple’s participation) remains at the heart of bio-
diversity conservation.Importantly, this move
aligns with the broader “PACS to Apex”
vision of the Ministry of Cooperation, led by

naustria

growth of 3 pecnt in 2024-25.
Private sector laggard

Overall construction infrastructure activi-
ties are stated to be slowing down. The
infra and construction goods sector slowed
by 4 per cent in April against 8.5 per cent
in April 2024, according to the National
Statistics Office (NSO).The construction
industry has been thriving on liberal
Government expenditure. Its thaw speaks
a lot that the private sector’s contribution
to the country’s growth is below the expec-
tations. The manufacturing sector remained
subdued, growing by 3.4 per cent in April,
lower than the 4.2 per cent a year earlier.
The 1P dip is stated to be lower than esti-
mated at a 2.7 per cent fall. The slowdown
Is broad — based across sectors, according
to rating agency ICRA. The infra and con-
struction goods sector slowed to 4 per cent
in April against 8.5 per cent in April
2024.In 2024-25, India’s private sector
capex also saw a decline, falling by nearly
9 per cent to Rs 26.8 lakh crore. This rep-
resents a three-year low and the second
consecutive year-on-year decline.Both the
developments, in agriculture and industry,
are significant in the light of the US policy
manipulations by President Donald
Trump. India is in protracted negotiations
with the US to moderate and modify the
tariff regime, particularly in the thawed
world market, where multilateral UN insti-
tutions, including the World Trade
Organisation, are being bypassed. Surfeit
of bilateral transactions like the Indo-UK
trade deals are changing the global trade
scenario. The developing countries are
particularly at the receiving end as they
have to spend more effort, time and

Hon’ble Home and Cooperation Minister
Amit Shah, which seeks to empower coopera-
tives as value — chain creators, not just input
suppliers. By embedding the ABS mechanism
within the cooperative economic framework,
India will not only ensure biodiversity conser-
vation but also create millions of green,
decentralised jobs across rural and tribal
belts.At its core, this is about restoring digni-
ty. For too long, the tribal woman who held
the secrets of the forest was ignored while
pharmaceutical giants profited from her
knowledge. The ABS mechanism, implement-
ed through cooperatives, reverses that injus-
tice — transforming her into a rights holder,
an entrepreneur, and a contributor to the bioe-
conomy. It brings us closer to the vision of
Sahkarita se Samriddhi — cooperation-led
prosperity — and Sahkarita se Sanrakshan —
cooperation-led conservation.In the era of cli-
mate action, sustainable growth, and global
green transitions, India’s bioeconomy stands
at the cusp of global relevance. But that future
must not be built on exploitation. It must be
built on cooperation, local leadership, and jus-
tice. With NBA at the helm of a Multistate
Cooperative, India can become the world’s
most ethical and equitable bioeconomy —
one where the biodiversity wealth of the land
is matched by the economic dignity of its peo-
ple.As we prepare for a Viksit Bharat by 2047,
let this be our message: India will not just be

|

resources on talks. The settled multilater-
al norms are being gradually bypassed. It
reflects on their exports and global growth.
There are issues of farm exports particular-
ly in the light of Russia-Ukraine war, con-
flict situations near the Mediterranean
zone and lIsrael-Gaza — the Middle East.
India must resolve these to boost global
trade.Despite a ceasefire in the wake of
Operation Sindoor, Pakistan has not lifted
the ban on its airspace for Indian airlines.
It is bleeding the airline industry by a cost
overrun of 30 per cent a flight. Air India
estimated it lost over Rs 100 million in a
month for detouring Pakistan.The stock
markets too are tizzy having lost severely
since January as it crashed with the US
President Donald Trump’s tariff hikes and
retaliation from China fueled investors’ jit-
ters amid fears that a full-blown trade war
could impact economic growth across the
world.The pace of policy pronouncements,
along with postponements and modifica-
tions, has created heightened uncertainty
for companies and US trading partners. A
fluid trade policy environment is likely to
continue as the administration continues to
negotiate, takes steps to impose additional
sectoral tariffs and reviews requests for
product-specific exemptions from tariffs
amid the latest US Federal Court striking
down Trump tariffs.The coming year
months may see many global changes and
the fortunes of India.Despite an impressive
agricultural surge—marked by record food
grain output and rising agri-exports—
India’s broader economic landscape
remains uneven. Sluggish industrial
growth, faltering manufacturing, and
declining private capex cast a shadow over
rural gains. Global uncertainties, fluid
trade policies, and weak infrastructure
demand further complicate recovery.
While Indian farms bloom, factories strug-
gle to regain momentum. The
Government’s challenge now is to bridge
this rural-urban growth divide and sustain
momentum in both agriculture and indus-
try amid global flux.
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It is already on that
a stampede situa-[.:
tion outside the
RCB stadium in
Bengaluru, created §
a huge casualty
mess as 11 people
have been Kkilled
due to overcrowd-§
ing and injuries.
This is one of the
most shocking and
unfortunate inci-|®
dents in recent/s
years.In this con-
text, the latest
developments that
are revolving around this shocking
incident have started to project a
different story. There are now sev-
eral reports about how this inci-
dent happened in the first place,
and here is a look into this
story.An eyewitness has claimed
that a stampede during a Navy
event in Mumbai was caused by a
group of girls rushing to see crick-
eter Virat Kohli. The event was
held at the Naval Dockyard in
Mumbai, and Kohli was there as a
special guest. A large crowd had
gathered, especially many young
fans.According to the eyewitness,
when some girls saw Virat Kohli,
they got very excited and started

OFNDA: Whats Jaans Ve

It has been exactly a year
since the Andhra Pradesh
public delivered the verdict
in the assembly election
campaign. This happened
to be one of the most cru- b
cial electoral campaigns in i s/
the history of Andhra D
Pradesh politics, and it

resulted in the formation of
the NDA government in
the state.In this context, the
designated opposition
leader of Andhra Pradesh YS
Jagan has delivered his birthday
on the misrule that has happened
over the last one year or so.Jagan
confidently stated that exactly a
year ago, on June 4, Chandrababu
Naidu came to power with grand
promises, but not a single one has
been fulfilled. Instead, he has
betrayed the very people who
believed in him. His false state-
ments, broken assurances, and
blatant backstabbing have pushed
the state into  disillusion
ment.That’s why today, we called
for Betrayal Day! and people from
all walks of life have come out in
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pushing forward to get closer to
him. This sudden rush caused
panic and led to a stampede. One
woman sadly lost her life, and sev-
eral others were injured.The Navy
had organized the event to boost
morale among personnel and their
families. However, due to poor
crowd control, things got out of
hand. After the incident, the Indi
an Navy expressed deep regret
and ordered an investigation.The
tragic event has raised serious qu
estions about safety at public
events, especially when celebrities
are involved. Many people are say
ing that RCB must be held respon-
sible for this shocking incident

huge numbers, expressing their
deep anguish and anger. This isn’t
just a protest; it’s a powerful mes-
sage that the people of Andhra
Pradesh will not remain silent in
the face of lies and deception.The
massive turnout for this state-wide
programme reflects the pain, frus-
tration, and resistance of betrayed
public. | sincerely thank every
YSRCP leader, worker, and citi-
zen who stood up today, shoulder
to shoulder, to voice this truth
alongside the needy people. Our
fight for justice, dignity, people’s
rights and their cause will only
grow stronger and stronger.
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It is already known that China faces a
lot of criticism and negative feedback
for having originated the Covid virus,
which eventually became a pandemic
and created huge unrest across the
globe.Coming to the topic. Now the
federal bureau of investigation in the
United States has communicated news
about a possible infiltration and a con-
spiracy to carry a deadly virus into the
country.The individual, Yunging Jian, is
alleged to have smuggled a dangerous
fungus called "Fusarium gramin-
earum," which is an agroterrorism
agent, into the U.S. to research at the
University of Michigan, where she

works.This fungus can cause a disease
called "head blight," a disease of wheat,
barley, maize, and rice, causing signifi-
cant health issues in both humans and
livestock. It is responsible for billions
of dollars in economic losses world-
wide each year.Evidence also indicates
Jian had expressed loyalty to the
Chinese Communist Party and had
received funding from the Chinese gov-
ernment for similar work on this
pathogen in China.Jian’s boyfriend,
Zunyong Liu also charged in the com-
plaint works at a Chinese university
where he conducts research on the same

pathogen.
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It is already known that BRS
working president KTR recently
took part in a political event in
the United States. He interacted
with his party supporters locally
and made a series of interesting
comments. In this context, it is
now being reported that KTR
could be finding himself in trou-
ble over this United States
trip.During the event, KTR said,
“There are not just two Telugu
states, we now have one
moreDallapuram.” He also
referred to a town near Dallas
called Gunter as “Guntur.”
These comments were meant in
a light-hearted way, but some
legal experts say they could be
misunderstood as disrespecting
U.S. sovereignty.Under strict
immigration rules during the
Trump administration, even

It has been exactly a year
since the formation of the
NDA government in Andhra
Pradesh, and this occasion
was celebrated by the ruling
party forces while it was
protested by opposition YCP
cadres.Now the discussion is
about the Vennupotu Dinam
event that was called by YCP
cadres under the leadership of
YS Jagan. As per Jagan
Mohan Reddy’s call, the
YSRCP launched a campaign
targeting the alliance govern-
ment, calling it a “Backstab
Government.”The idea was to
expose the alliance’s failures
and betrayal claims. While
the campaign gained momen-
tum on social media, its
impact on the ground was
limited.At the grassroots
level, local leaders and vil-
lage-level workers were quite
active and visible. However,
many senior leaders of the
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Ay
small violations like parking
tickets led to warnings or depor-
tations for non-immigrants.
Now, bold political statements
by foreign visitors are being
watched closely.Experts point
out that KTR has studied and
worked in the U.S., so he should
be aware of local laws and sensi-
tivities. They believe that state-
ments suggesting parts of
America belong to another coun-

party did not partici-
pate, and their
absence was notice-
able. Several district
and constituency- __
level in-charges either [}
stayed silent or
remained inactive. FaT
Some even reportedly f
avoided commenting
on the alliance out of
fear or strategic
silence .Interestingly,
the youth played a strong role
and expressed intense criti-
cism of the alliance. Their
online presence was aggres-
sive, creating a lot of buzz
across platforms like Twitter,
Facebook, and Instagram. The
YSRCP’s social media wing
worked hard to make the
campaign trend and dominate
online discussions.However,
when it came to public
protests or field-level partici-
pation, the enthusiasm seen
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try can be seen as controversial
or anti-American.“If the U.S.
government takes this seriously,
there is a chance his visa could
be revoked,” said one legal
expert. Others also said that peo-
ple who attended the rally could
face issues if they are on non-
immigrant visas.In short, if a
legal case is filed, it could create
a serious situation for KTR.
Experts advise political leaders
to be careful while making such
public remarks abroad.This
comes at a time when there are
already reports about how the
locals who took part in this KTR
event could face legal conse-
quences for their actions. And
now the latest developments are
suggesting that KTR could be
finding himself in trouble for his
actions.

e el

online did not translate to the
same extent in real life. The
campaign appeared more Vir-
tual than physical.In short,
while YSRCP managed to
create a big impact on social
media with their “Backstab
Day” narrative, the same
energy was not reflected on
the ground. The lack of high-
level leadership involvement
and cautious approach from
many local leaders weakened
the overall effect of the cam-
paign in the public domain.

ket

It is already known that
global tech entrepre-
neur, Elon Musk is one| =
of the most popularf=
personality across the
globe and he has sub-
stantial in India as
well. This time, some-
thing very interesting
happened with|
regard to his father,|| *
and here is looking into|;
this story.Errol Musk,
the father of famous
businessman Elon
Musk, recently visited the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya, India.
During his visit, he wore tradi-
tional Indian ckurta and pyjama
showing respect for Indian cul-
ture.At the temple, Errol took
part in special prayers for Lord
Ram in the sanctum (main

has

architecture and the
spiritual atmosphere.
He also spoke about
how India has a rich
culture and
history. Temple priests
welcomed him warmly
and guided him through
the rituals. Photos and
videos of his visit
quickly spread on social
i {{media, with many peo-
‘|ple feeling happy about
a well-known interna-
tional guest showing

prayer area). He also visited the
Hanuman Garhi temple nearby,
which is a popular temple dedi-
cated to Lord Hanuman.Errol
Musk said he was very
impressed by the beauty and
peacefulness of the Ram
Temple. He appreciated the

interest in Indian traditions.His
visit has received a lot of posi-
tive attention across the country.
It is interesting to note that sev-
eral westerns are now showing
great interest in the Hindu tradi-
tion, traditions, and temples
here, which is a positive thing.
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