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No longer confined to ecology alone, the fight for
nature has become a fight for national resilience,
economic stability, and public safety. With
ecosystems under strain and communities increas-
ingly vulnerable, safeguarding the environment is
not an option — it’s a necessity for survivalAs the
World observed “World Environment Day” on
June 5, the message of this yearly event holds
deeper meaning for India than ever before. With
the nation grappling with an increase in extreme
weather events, environmental degradation, and
climate-related threats, the need for ecological
preservation has evolved into a concern that
extends beyond ecological issues to encompass
national security and resilience. This year, as
communities throughout India face a fresh wave
of disasters, ranging from catastrophic floods in
the Northeast to heatwaves scorching the plains
and landslides in the fragile Himalayan region, it
is evident that safeguarding the environment is no
longer a choice. It is essential for preserving lives,
livelihoods, and the wvery fabric of
development.India has a profound connection to
nature. More than 60 per cent of our population
relies directly on forests, rivers, coasts, and agri-
cultural land for their daily necessities. These
ecosystems offer more than mere resources —
they serve as a buffer against disasters. Forests
absorb rainfall and diminish the likelihood of
landslides. Wetlands and lakes retain excess rain-
water and help avert floods. Mangroves protect
coastal communities from cyclones and rising
storm waters.However, over the past few decades,
environmental degradation has quietly but power-
fully become a key driver of disasters. When
these ecosystems are harmed through deforesta-
tion, pollution, urban development, encroach-
ment, or mining, their ability to defend us dimin-
ishes. Floods become more prevalent. Landslides
become more severe. Cyclones wreak greater
havoc. Often, hazards that could have been man-
aged escalate into major calamities solely because
nature’s safeguards have been eroded.Consider

One Hun

We owe it to our legends and to the next
generation, to make Indian hockey the
pride it once was and promise it holds for
the future. Let us commit ourselves to this
cause with heart and soulAs we mark a
hundred glorious years of hockey in India,
it is not merely a celebration of a sport, but
a tribute to a national passion that has
inspired generations, unified a diverse
nation, and brought global recognition to
our country. Hockey is not just India’s
national sport-it is the heartbeat of millions
who have lived its magic, felt its pulse, and
witnessed its glory. From the golden era of
Olympic triumphs to the modern-day
resurgence, Indian hockey’s journey is one
of resilience, reinvention, and relentless
pursuit of excellence.

From Grassroots to Global Glory

India’s tryst with hockey began in earnest
in the early 20th century, but it was in
1928, at the Amsterdam Olympics, that we
truly announced our arrival on the world
stage. That victory was the beginning of a
golden streak-India clinched six consecu-
tive Olympic gold medals from 1928 to
1956, a feat unmatched in the annals of
sporting history. Our team was revered not
only for its winning streak but also for the
artistry, elegance, and dominance it
brought to the turf Legends such as Jaipal
Singh Munda, Dhyan Chand, KD Singh
Babu and Balbir Singh Sr became house-
hold names. Dhyan Chand, especially,
earned the moniker “The Wizard of
Hockey,” enchanting spectators with his
stick work and cementing India’s place as
the sport’s superpower.The baton was car-
ried forward by stalwarts like Gurbakhsh
Singh, Ajit Pal Singh, Mohammad Shahid,
Uttam Singh, Ashok Kumar, Michael
Kindo, and V Bhaskaran-each contributing
to India’s continued dominance in global
competitions, especially until the early
1980s.However, like every great journey,
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urban flooding as an illustration. Cities like
Bengaluru, Chennai, and Mumbai have experi-
enced catastrophic floods, not just due to heavy
rainfall but also because of inadequate planning-
clogged drains, encroached lakes, missing wet-
lands, and diminished green spaces. In Joshimath,
Uttarakhand, the land began to sink as a result of
excessive construction in an ecologically sensi-
tive area, illustrating the consequences of devel-
opment that disregard nature’s
limitations.Climate change is increasingly exacer-
bating the severity of disasters. India is witnessing
unprecedented temperature highs. In 2024, certain
regions in Rajasthan and Delhi exceeded 49
degrees Celsius, resulting in heat-related fatalities
and water shortages. The Himalayas are warming
at a rate faster than the global average, leading to
accelerated glacier melting and the formation of
unstable glacial lakes that could overflow and
inundate the valleys below. The Arabian Sea, pre-
viously more tranquil than the Bay of Bengal, is
now generating more powerful cyclones like
Biparjoy and Tauktae. In agriculture, erratic or
delayed monsoon seasons are negatively impact-
ing crops and farmer revenues. States such as
Bihar, Punjab, and Madhya Pradesh are facing
challenges with crop losses stemming from
unseasonal rainfall or prolonged dry spells.
Coastal erosion is encroaching on land in Odisha,
West Bengal, and Tamil Nadu, exacerbated by the
loss of mangroves and sand extraction. The World
Meteorological Organisation reported that from
1970 to 2019, weather and water-related disasters
claimed the lives of over two million individuals
globally, with a significant portion in nations like
India. Droughts, storms, floods, and extreme tem-
peratures inflicted the most damage. Not all disas-
ters are exclusively natural — many are intensi-
fied by human behaviour. When we construct
flood zones, deforest land, dump waste into
waterways, or neglect safety regulations in hilly
regions, we elevate our vulnerability. In Chennai,
lakes and wetlands have been filled to make way
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for buildings, resulting in more severe flooding.
In Mumbai, mangroves have been cleared for
development, leaving the city more susceptible to
intense storm surges. Even after a disaster occurs,
inadequate waste management and pollution can
lead to long-lasting damage. Following the 2004
tsunami and recent cyclones, debris containing
hazardous materials and plastics contaminated the
ocean and harmed marine ecosystems, adversely
affecting the fishing communities that rely on
them.The positive aspect is that safeguarding
nature simultaneously safeguards our well-being.
Healthy ecosystems diminish disaster risks and
enable communities to recover more swiftly.
Forests help slow water runoff, thereby mitigating
floods and replenishing groundwater. Wetlands
can absorb excess rainfall, lessening the impact of
floods. Mangroves dissipate the power of waves
and winds, protecting lives and properties during
cyclones. Following Cyclone Phailin in 2013, the
Odisha Government prioritised the replanting of
mangroves along its coastline, which subsequent-
ly minimised damage from future storms. In
Guwahati, restoring wetlands and enhancing
drainage has reduced urban flooding. These
instances illustrate nature-based solutions, lever-
aging ecosystems to manage disasters.India has
established several robust policies to tackle cli-
mate and environmental challenges. The National
Action Plan on Climate Change includes initia-
tives focusing on water management, sustainable
agriculture, and green urban development. Most
states have developed their own State Action
Plans on Climate Change. The National Disaster
Management Plan provides guidelines addressing
climate risks and the protection of ecosystems.
Government programs like MGNREGA have
facilitated efforts such as tree planting, water con-
servation, and soil safeguarding. However, poli-
cies documented must translate into meaningful
actions on the ground. Frequently, Environmental
Impact Assessments are conducted hastily, lead-
ing to large projects receiving approvals without
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Enwronment Day: The cost of ecological neglect

adequate precautions. Planning should incorpo-
rate long-range considerations, climate risks, and
local ecological constraints.Genuine progress
occurs when local communities take an active
role. In Nagaland, community-managed forests
have proven more effective than Government —
led initiatives. In Sikkim, the adoption of organic
farming has enhanced soil health and cultivated
sustainable agricultural practices. Throughout
India, women, tribal communities, and youth are
spearheading numerous small yet impactful envi-
ronmental initiatives, including waste manage-
ment and water conservation. Technology also
serves as a vital asset. Satellite imagery, remote
sensing, and GIS are instrumental in monitoring
floods, droughts, and Iland alterations.
Organisations like the India Meteorological
Department and ISRO are already improving
early warning systems. However, for lives to be
saved, this crucial information must be communi-
cated promptly, in local languages, and through
accessible channels such as mobile alerts, radio
broadcasts, and local volunteers.We must recog-
nise that a resilient India can only emerge when
we prioritise environmental conservation in our
development strategies. Governments need to
enhance their planning processes. Companies
ought to operate responsibly. Educational institu-
tions and media must work to raise awareness.
Citizens should take action by planting trees, pre-
serving water sources, minimising waste, and
demanding accountability. International coopera-
tion is also essential. India should continue advo-
cating for climate justice, green financing, and
technological assistance from developed coun-
tries. Disasters transcend borders; thus, solutions
must be exchanged globally.On this World
Environment Day, let us contemplate this funda-
mental reality: disasters are not solely influenced
by natural forces but are also a result of our treat-
ment of nature. Protecting the environment serves
as our most effective defence against climate
change. It also represents the most valuable inher-

dred Years of Indian Hockey

ours too met with challenges. The 1980s
marked a turning point as the global game
underwent modernisation. With the intro-
duction of Turf, hockey shifted from the
traditional natural grass to synthetic sur-
faces. Unfortunately, India lagged in
adapting to this transformation. The infra-
structural gap, lack of access to turf facili-
ties, and inadequate grassroots programs
began to affect our performance. Where
once we outplayed the world with finesse,
we found ourselves struggling to adapt to
the new pace and style of the game.
Despite valiant efforts from players like
Pargat Singh, MM Somaiya, and the
dynamic Dhanraj Pillai, we were no longer
the undisputed kings of world
hockey.Thanks to the visionary collabora-
tion between Hockey India, the Sports
Authority of India (SAl), the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports, and the unwa-
vering support of the current Odisha Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi, Sports
Minister Surya Banshi, And of course, the
larger role played by the dynamic leader
former Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik.
World-class stadiums like the Kalinga
Stadium in Bhubaneswar and the Birsa
Munda Stadium in Rourkela have hosted
some of the biggest hockey tournaments
on the planet. The state has set a bench-
mark in sports development, combining
infrastructure, athlete welfare, and grass-
roots training into a holistic model.This
sustained investment bore fruit when India
won the Bronze medal at the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics (held in 2021 due to the pan-
demic) — a moment of redemption that
rekindled national pride. After a 41-year
drought, our team stood once again on the
Olympic podium, reminding the world of
India’s enduring hockey legacy. As we
step into the second century of Indian
hockey, the future holds immense prom-
ise-if we act with foresight, unity, and pur-

and attract commercial investment.

O

pose
Development: To sustain success, we must
expand and revamp our grassroots pro-
grams. This involves establishing state-

level academies, collaborating with
schools and rural sports centres, and estab-
lishing hockey hubs across every region of
the country. Talent is abundant in India; we
simply need to nurture it with the right
training and exposure.

(i) Scaling Coaching Infrastructure: We
need to train the trainers. A robust national
coaching framework, with access to inter-
national techniques, performance analyt-
ics, and modern fitness protocols, is vital.
Certified coaching courses and regular
upskilling for trainers must become the
norm.

(iii) Setting Up the ‘India A’: Establishing
a pipeline of talent is crucial. A structured
‘India A’ team will bridge the gap between
junior and senior levels, offering competi-
tive exposure to emerging stars.
Simultaneously, under-15 national squads
will allow us to groom prodigies from an
early age and provide consistent mentoring
and support.

(iv) Revitalising the Hockey India League
(HIL): The Hockey India League has
immense potential to popularise the sport,
create professional pathways for athletes,

S'tkéhg;"thenihg' " Grassroots

Reviving and marketing the league
effectively, drawing fans, sponsors,
and media, can turn hockey into a
commercially viable ecosystem, ben-
efiting players, coaches, administra-
'«_- tors, and the game at large.
“ul(v) Monetisation and Commercial
Growth: Hockey must move from
[being an emotional pursuit to a sus-
~ |tainable profession. With the right
|branding, corporate tie-ups, and
broadcast partnerships, we can bring
" |value to all stakeholders involved.
This includes creating job opportuni-
ties, player endorsements, and incentivised
career paths.
(vi) Infrastructure Expansion: We must
democratise access to world-class facili-
ties. Every state capital should host at least
one international-standard turf and a net-
work of training pitches in rural belts. A
dedicated National Hockey Development
Fund could drive this expansion with sup-
port from the private sector.
(vii) Digital and Analytical Integration:
Modern hockey thrives on data. By inte-
grating performance analytics, injury pre-
vention tools, virtual coaching modules,
and Al-driven insights, we can give our
teams a competitive edge and bring our
methods on par with the best in the world.
As | reflect on the centenary of Indian
hockey, not just as a former player but as
someone who lives and breathes this
game, | am filled with hope.The pride of
the past, the passion of the present, and the
promise of the future are all aligned in a
unigue moment of opportunity. We owe it
to our legends, to our current heroes, and
to the next generation, to make Indian
hockey not just a tale of nostalgia but a
future of sustained excellence. Let us com-
mit ourselves to this cause with heart,
vision, and unity.
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In a major boost to India's defence and aerospace
sector, French aerospace major Dassault Aviation
and Tata Advanced Systems Ltd (TASL) have inked
a strategic partnership to manufacture fuselage
assemblies for Rafale fighter jets within India. The
announcement was made on Thursday, with TASL
confirming plans to set up a state-of-the-art manu-
facturing facility in Hyderabad. TASL stated that the
initial fuselage sections are scheduled to be complet-
ed and roll off the production line in the financial
year 2028. The new facility is expected to deliver up
to two complete Rafale fuselages every month once
fully operational. The Hyderabad-based production
line will manufacture key structural elements of the
aircraft, including the lateral shells of the rear fuse-
lage, the complete rear section, central fuselage, and
the front section - critical components of the Rafale
airframe.Tata Advanced Systems signed four sepa-
rate production transfer agreements with Dassault
Aviation, paving the way for localized manufactur-
ing of the Rafale fighter aircraft's fuselage in India.
The move represents a significant milestone in bol-
stering the nation's aerospace capabilities and
enhancing the global supply chain resilience for the
Rafale program."For the first time, Rafale fuselages
will be produced outside France. This is a decisive
step in strengthening our supply chain in India,"” stat-
ed Eric Trappier, Chairman and CEO of Dassault
Aviation.Trappier also noted the growing role of
Indian partners, adding, "Thanks to the expansion of
our local partners, including TASL - one of India's
key aerospace players - this supply chain will help
us successfully scale up Rafale production and meet
our quality and cost benchmarks."Sukaran Singh,
CEO and MD of Tata Advanced Systems, hailed the
partnership as a major advancement for India's aero-
space sector. "The production of the complete Rafale
fuselage in India underscores the deepening trust in
Tata Advanced Systems' capabilities and the
strength of our collaboration with Dassault
Aviation," Singh said.He further added that this
development is a testament to the significant strides
India has taken in building a robust, modern aero-
space manufacturing ecosystem capable of support-
ing sophisticated global defence platforms.

Bengalur Pl Ofls Susenced Over
Chimesiamy Stacm Stamoece Tragedy

The Karnataka government has taken decisive action follow-
ing the deadly stampede in Bengaluru, suspending several
senior police officials, including the city's Police
Commissioner. Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, speaking at a
press conference on Thursday, announced the formation of a
one-man commission to investigate the lapses that led to the
tragedy, which claimed 11 lives.The suspended officers
include the Police Inspector, Station House Master, Station
House Officer of Cubbon Park Police Station, ACP, Central
Division DCP, Cricket Stadium in-charge, Additional
Commissioner of Police, and the Police Commissioner him-
self, all relieved of their duties immediately.Justice Michael
D'Cunha, a retired High Court judge, will head the inquiry
panel. The Chief Minister also stated that arrests will be
made, including those of the RCB event manager, the
Karnataka State Cricket Association (KSCA) representa-
tives, and others involved.The stampede occurred outside
Bengaluru's Chinnaswamy Stadium during celebrations for
the Royal Challengers Bangalore (RCB) IPL victory, leaving
11 dead and over 30 injured. Earlier, Siddaramaiah attributed
the disaster to severe overcrowding, estimating that 3 to 4
lakh people unexpectedly gathered outside the stadium to
celebrate the historic win.
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M Mod Not Invtee To G-7 Summit In Canada - A

It In

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
not expected to attend the
upcoming Group of Seven (G7)
summit hosted by Canada -
marking his first absence in six
years and highlighting the
strained diplomatic ties between
the two nations, reported
Bloomberg.A spokesperson for
Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney said the list of G7 atten-
dees would be revealed "in due
course."When asked on May 22,
ministry spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal stated, "I have no infor-
mation at this point in time on
this issue."India is not a member
of the G7 - a bloc comprising the
United States, United Kingdom,
Germany, France, Italy, Canada,
and Japan - but has received
Invitations to participate every
year since 2019.According to
Indian officials, Modi would
likely have declined an invitation
even if one had been extended,
as it remains unclear how
Canada's newly elected Carney
government intends to address
India's concerns regarding Sikh
separatist groups active within its
borders.Tensions between the
two countries persist following
allegations that the Modi admin-
Istration was connected to homi-

- Amio New De

raned Ties

cides and extor-
tion schemes
targeting Sikhs
in Canada who
support the cre-
ation of a sepa-
rate Sikh home-
land within i
India. The diplo- |
matic row began|
In September i
2023, when
then-Prime
Minister Justin
Trudeau accused
Indian agents of

orchestrating the assassination of
Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a Canadian
citizen and prominent Sikh sepa-
ratist. The Indian government
denied the allegations, describing
them as "absurd."Last week,
Canada's Foreign Minister Anita
Anand and India's External
Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar held a phone conver-
sation, raising hopes of improved
relations.India's absence from the
G7 summit comes as the country
IS projected to overtake Japan
and become the world's fourth-
largest economy by March next
year, according to the
International Monetary Fund.
However, India remains among

the lower-ranked nations in terms
of per capita income.The exclu-
sion may affect Modi's carefully
cultivated image as a globally
significant statesman among his
supporters. Opposition MPs have
labelled the snub "yet another
diplomatic bungle."In contrast,
Canada has extended invitations
to several other non-G7 leaders,
including Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Australian
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese, and Mexican President
Claudia Sheinbaum. Canada has
announced that the summit will
focus on global economic stabili-
ty and growth, international
peace, and the digital transition.

Bengaluru Stampede Arrests: RCB Marketing

Head, DNA Entertainment Sta

In a major development following
the tragic stampede outsidefg
Bengaluru's M. Chinnaswamy g

Royal Challengers Bengaluru &=
(RCB) official and three employ- [+
ees from the event management|-
company DNA Entertainment|-
Pvt. Ltd.Nikhil Sosale, head of|.;
marketing and revenue for RCB at|
Diageo India Pvt. Ltd., was taken
into custody at the Kempegowda| -
International Airport (KIA) as he
was reportedly trylng to fly to ¥

staff members from DNA
Entertainment Pvt. Ltd., the company
responsible for managing the RCB IPL
2025 victory celebration, were also
arrested. All four individuals are cur-
rently being interrogated at the
Cubbon Park Police Station.Senior
event manager Kiran Kumar, Vice
President of Business Affairs Sunil
Mathew, and another employee,
Sumanth, have reportedly been
brought to Cubbon Park Police Station
for questioning.However, Rajesh
Menon. Vice President and Head, RCB

is mlssmg as of now Earller in the day,
Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaram
aiah held a press conference where he
announced the suspension of
Bengaluru City Police Commissioner
B. Dayananda for negligence. The
Chief Minister also directed law
enforcement authorities to arrest indi-
viduals from RCB and the Karnataka
State Cricket Association (KSCA) in
connection with the deadly stam-
pede.The event, which drew an over-
whelming crowd of fans after RCB's
first-ever IPL championship win,

Detaineo

turned into a nightmare as
poor crowd control and mis-
management led to chaos,
leaving 11 people dead and
M several others injured
.Cubbon Park Police had
already filed a suo motu FIR
on Wednesday night, book-
ing RCB officials, KSCA
g members, and representa-
#tives of DNA Entertainment
“JPvt. Ltd. under serious
£ jcharges including culpable
i homicide, illegal assembly,
and criminal negligence.The
8 FIR has intensified the pres-
S &sure on all parties involved
in organizing the large-scale celebra-
tion without adequate crowd manage-
ment or safety protocols.As public out-
rage mounts over the stampede deaths,
questions are being raised about the
lack of preparedness by authorities and
the event organizers. The police inves-
tigation is ongoing, and more arrests
may follow based on evidence and
interrogation outcomes.The tragedy
has cast a shadow over RCB's historic
IPL victory, which was being celebrat-
ed for the first time in 18 years since
the franchise was established in 2008.
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