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Fundamentalist groups in Bangladesh are posi-
tioning to enter Parliament through street mobili-
sation and polarising rhetoric — posing serious
threat to the country’s minority rights and secular
governanceMilitant fundamentalist Islamist par-
ties and organisations are growing and becoming
more strident in Bangladesh under the interim
Government headed by Chief Advisor
Muhammad Yunus. They hold processions,
demonstrations and mega rallies.The Hefazat-e-
Islam Bangladesh’s massive gathering in Dhaka
on May 3, 2025, is an example. They are gearing
up to contest the country’s 13th general elections
which seem likely to be held in February.
According to a report by Salman Tareque Sakil
published in the Dhaka Tribune on June 25, 2025,
under the heading “Five religious parties on path
to electoral compromise,” the Islami Andolan
Bangladesh (IAB), Khilafat Majlish (KM),
Bangladesh Khilafat Majlish (BKM), Jamiat
Ulama-e-Islam (JUel) and Nezam-e-Islam (NI),
have formed a liaison committee to push unity
among themselves in the context of the forthcom-
ing elections. What form electoral cooperation
among the five will take — whether the
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami (Jamaat) will be a
part of it — remains undecided. The JUel’s secre-
tary general, Maulana Manjurul Islam Afendi,
told Sakil on June 24, 2025, “We have taken the
initiative to make the five Islamic parties float one
candidate and one ballot box. That initiative is
ongoing. The entire process has not been official-
ly finalised yet.” He had added, “We have formed
a liaison committee. There has been no clear deci-
sion on the election process. There are differences
of opinion on how we will unite, where we will all
go together, whether we will join a large alliance.
This is where we are.” A number of things are not
clear. According to the Dhaka Tribune’s report,
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the Jamaat, which opposed the Liberation War in
1971, has not been included in this probable elec-
toral compromise.Nor are the five parties ready to
say definitively whether it will be part of it. But
then the electoral impact of a successful alliance
between the five Islamist parties and the Jamaat
may not be earth-shaking. Even if one ignores the
outcomes of the 2024, 2018 and 2014 elections
which were allegedly rigged, the results of four
preceding elections are revealing. The Jamaat
won 18 of the 300 parliamentary seats and 12.13
per cent of the votes polled in 1991. The corre-
sponding figures for the elections in 1996, 2001
and 2008 are three seats and 8.6 per cent, 17 seats
and 4.28 per cent, and two seats and 4.70 per cent.
It had an alliance with the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party in 2001 and 2008. The figures for the Islami
Oikya Jote were: one seat and 0.79 per cent in
1991, one seat and 1.09 per cent in 1996 and one
seat and 0.68 per cent in 2001. It did not get a sin-
gle seat in 2008 and received 0.15 per cent of the
votes. Even if the Islamist parties do significantly
better in the next elections, they can only hope to
get a toehold as a junior partner in a coalition
Government to be formed.The danger lies in their
trying to impose their agenda through intimida-
tion and violence, as the Jamaat had done when it
was a part of a coalition Government with the
BNP from 2001 to 2006. The question arises:
what is the agenda of the Islamist parties? An AFP
report published in the Dhaka Tribune of May 3,
2025, under the heading “Influential Islamists
promise sharia as they ready for polls,” quotes
Muhammad Mamunul Haque, BKM’s ameer, as
saying, “We will implement sharia,” and adding,
“Everything will be guided by the Koran.” A look
at what Islamist parties and organisations are
doing in Bangladesh now gives an idea of what
will happen under their rule. The AFP report
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states, “Islamists have demanded an end to a
swath of activities, including cultural events
deemed “anti-Islamic” — from music to theatre
festivals, women’s football matches and kite-fly-
ing celebrations.” A report by Mujib Mashal and
Saif Hasnat, datelined April 1, 2025, and pub-
lished in The New York Times, states, “As
Bangladesh tries to rebuild its democracy and
chart a new future for its 175 million people, a
streak of Islamist extremism that had long lurked
beneath the country’s secular facade is bubbling
to the surface.” It added, “In interviews, represen-
tatives of several Islamist parties and organisa-
tions — some of which had previously been
banned — made clear that they were working to
push Bangladesh in a more fundamentalist direc-
tion, a shift that has been little noticed outside the
country.”Women’s rights are among the main tar-
gets. Islamist fundamentalists have viciously
attacked forward-looking recommendations of the
Women Affairs Reforms Commission, such as
recognising forced sex within marriage as rape
under the criminal code and ensuring the labour
rights and dignity of sex workers by amending the
country’s labour laws. A report bylined Tribune
Report and published in the Dhaka Tribune of
April 30, 2025, under the heading “Islamic parties
reject proposals of the Women Reform
Commission” quoted Mamunnul Haque, KM’s
secretary-general as saying, “We make a clear
appeal: grant women their just rights. Do not push
them into prostitution or turn mothers into sym-
bols of disgrace.” Dr Shafiqur Rahaman, Jamaat’s
ameer, said, “We reject the commission outright
as it stands against the values and laws of Allah
and the thoughts and beliefs of the nation.”There
is resistance from a section of the civil society and
the media. An editorial in the Dhaka Tribune of
February 22, 2025, stated, “Time and again, the

Trump’s Quest for a Nopel: A De

Now, in a move that has sparked both
disbelief and debate, US President
Donald Trump is aggressively lobbying
for the Nobel Peace Prize. But can a fig-
ure as polarising as Trump ever align
with the Nobel’s spirit?Alfred Nobel’s
will (1895) established the foundational
principle of the prize “for the greatest
benefit to humankind”. Specifically, the
famous will mandates the Nobel Peace
Prize to be bestowed on someone who
“shall have done the most or the best
work for fraternity between nations, the
abolition or reduction of standing
armies and the holding and promotion
of peace congresses”.It is a tall ask, and
it has therefore been given to achievers
like Martin Luther King, Nelson
Mandela, Kofi Annan etc., who have
shaped the destiny of societies across
the world.However, like all awards, it
has had its share of questionable win-
ners like Henry Kissinger (who over-
saw US bombings in Laos and
Cambodia, after the award), Menachem
Begin (who was involved in activities
like Irgun bombings), Abiy Ahmed
(who subsequently participated in a
brutal civil war) etc.Equally con-
tentious has been the track record of
certain denials of the Nobel Peace Prize
to luminaries like Mahatma Gandhi
(ostensibly owing to technicalities) or
Eleanor Roosevelt — or even an odd
case of Vietnamese Le Duc Tho, who
refused to accept the Prize, as peace had
not been established in Vietnam, con-
clusively.But all said and done, it
remains the most coveted award that
carries global heft and credibility, odd
derelictions notwithstanding. Now
there is a case of an individual making a
brazen pitch for a Nobel Peace Prize for
himself — 1i.e, American President

ever those outcomes may
be, but the people know,
and that’s all that matters to
me.” He has unabashedly
added ostensible mediation
in the four-day
India—Pakistan standoff to
buttress his claim. But the
truth is that none of the
claims of having “mediated
successfully” have proven
to be sustainable or attribut-
able to him personally. If
anything, the motor-mouth
has been a major global dis-

Donald Trump. His plea that he was a
deserving candidate for “doing great
things” has been met with incredulous
guffaws — even support.Trump’s con-
viction is based on the precedence of
four previous Presidents of the USA —
I.e, Theodore Roosevelt (for mediating
the Treaty of Portsmouth between
Russia and Japan), Woodrow Wilson
(for ending World War | and founding
of League of Nations), Jimmy Carter
(for yeoman services in advancing
democracy, human rights and global
conflict resolutions, post-retirement),
and Barack Obama (for promoting
nuclear non-proliferation).This has
emboldened Trump to re-posit the long-
standing case (as he believes) of the
Abraham Accords and summit diploma-
cy with Kim Jong-Un from his previous
tenure, to what he believes has been a
continuation of stellar performances in
his second tenure. But he senses a bias
in the Nobel Committee, as he
expressed his frustration by saying,
“No, | won’t get a Nobel Peace Prize no

matter what | do, including
Russia/Ukraine, and lIsrael/lran, what-
N .

ruptor and hardly a beacon
for “best work for fraternity between
nations”.Further, Trump’s unilateral
approach towards reneging on the cru-
cial Iran Nuclear Deal, the UN Human
Rights Council, or withdrawal from the
Paris Climate Accord has had a danger-
ously destabilising impact across the
board. Added to the questionable track
record is the obvious falling short of the
Nobel spirit when a nominee actively
propagates and beseeches his fitment
for the Prize. At the end of the day, the
author (that too, ghostwritten) of The
Art of the Deal, who thrives on his busi-
nessman’s transactional nature, does
not perhaps understand that the ethos
and spirit of the Nobel Prize is holistic
and does not preclude human rights,
sufferings, and diminishments accom-
panying the so-called sovereign
“Deals” and “Agreements” that Trump
boasts of.The jury evaluating the suit-
ability of a nominee like Trump cannot
ignore his inglorious track record,
including acts like separating migrant
families, brutal handling of public
protests, and his other incendiary com-
ments. Trump is the first former US
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interim Government has proven itself utterly inca-
pable when it comes to reining in extremists who
now feel emboldened to carry out their intolerant
and regressive agendas — not only has the void in
comprehensive law enforcement paved the way to
a sharp rise in crime, but it now appears the threat
of agitating extremists is also an element that
must be dealt with.” The same paper had said in
another editorial on March 20, 2025, “While the
overwhelming majority of Bangladesh still sub-
scribes to communal harmony, the void in law
enforcement has certainly resulted in fringe right-
wing groups trying to make their presence
known.” It added, “The onus, then, lands square-
ly on the interim Government to call a spade a
spade and brand such groups for what they are:
Extremists.” Six women, including three leaders
of the National Citizen Committee sent, through
their lawyer, a legal notice on May 5, 2025,
demanding an explanation within seven days
from the Hefazat for using abusive language
against members of the Women Affairs Reform
Commission.There have been civil society
protests on a number of other issues as well. And
the interim Government? If it has taken any action
against Islamist fundamentalists for their relent-
less persecution of Hindus and the destruction of
their temples, homes and businesses, it is of a spe-
cial kind whose results are not visible.The same
applies in the case of those disrupting sporting
events and cultural performances. Rather, it is
doing other things. According to a BSS report
published on February 28, 2025, in the Dhaka
Tribune under the heading “Khalid: Govt takes
diverse initiatives to promote Islamic culture, val-
ues,” the Religious Affairs Adviser, Dr AFM
Khalid Hossain, said while speaking as a chief
guest at an event in Dhaka, that the Government
was undertaking various initiatives to promote

| Too Far?

President convicted of a felony and is
infamously called by monikers like
“Insurrectionist-in-Chief”, “The twice-
impeached President”, “Grifter-in-
Chief” etc., and with that sort of polar-
ising public perception — the only
practical recourse left to someone like
Trump is through coercive demands or
threats to the Norwegian Nobel
Committee itself!'Towards the same,
Trump has left no major pulpit or
opportunity to stake a personal claim —
however hankering, inelegant, and
undignified it looks. Proposing his
name for the Nobel are a bunch of
extreme right-wing politicians and now
joined in the “cause” by the Pakistani
Field Marshal Asim Munir. The Nobel
Committee is already under a lot of flak
for its past choices, and therefore some-
one like Trump could be the death knell
for the award.Peace laureates must be
seen as inclusive leaders, champions of
democracy and human rights per se,
besides championing their specific
cause or people. Whereas Trump has
patently pooh-poohed legality, constitu-
tionality, and ideals of democracy —
besides peddling misinformation and
polarisation as a means to divide and
rule.When compared to a former
awardee of the Nobel Peace Prize like
the statesman Nelson Mandela, who
stood for forgiveness, moral endurance,
inclusivity, and social justice — the
contrasting and jarring narrative a la
Trump is about “Deals”, deterrence, and
personal achievements! There is a rea-
son why Trump cannot be Gandhi (who
didn’t get the Prize), Mandela, or even
Barack Obama (who has a lot to justi-
fy). The businessman struggles to com-
prehend that recognition cannot be
bought — it has to be earned.



The BJP and RSS are at a standstill over
selecting a new national president. This deci-
sion might be influenced by discussions at the
upcoming RSS meeting in Delhi. Senior BJP
leaders anticipate that the new president will
initiate significant changes within the party.JP
Nadda's term as BJP chief ended in January
2023, but his tenure was extended until June
2024 to guide the party through the Lok Sabha
elections. Insiders suggest that appointing a
working president in June could have sent a
clear signal, similar to when Amit Shah was
still party chief, and JP Nadda was named
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OPERATION
SIND

India's recently launched Operation Sindoor, in
response to the terror attack in Pahalgam, has become
the centre of a growing political controversy following
remarks by a senior defence official. Captain Shiv
Kumar, India's Defence Attaché to Indonesia, revealed
during a seminar that political constraints hindered the
Indian Air Force from targeting Pakistani military
installations and air defences during the operation’s ini-
tial phase.Captain Kumar's statement, made on June 10
at an Indonesian university, has prompted sharp criti-
cism from opposition leaders, particularly the Congress
party. His assertion that India suffered aircraft losses
due to these political restrictions marks the first public
attribution of operational setbacks to such constraints
by a government representative.Reacting strongly,
Congress General Secretary Jairam Ramesh accused
the BJP-led government of misleading the public and
failing to be transparent about key aspects of Operation
Sindoor. In a post on X (formerly Twitter), Ramesh
demanded to know why Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has not convened an all-party meeting or called for a
special Parliament session to clarify the government's
stance and decision-making process."This is not an iso-
lated incident,”" Ramesh said, referring to previous rev-
elations by the Chief of Defence Staff at a defence sum-
mit in Singapore. "Why is the government avoiding a
national dialogue on matters of such strategic impor-
tance?"Captain Kumar's remarks have opened a broad-
er debate on the balance between military autonomy
and political oversight in critical defence operations.
According to his statement, the imposed constraints
prevented the Indian Air Force from neutralising
Pakistani air defences, leading to avoidable losses. The
strategic implications of these limitations are now
under scrutiny, both within defence circles and across
political lines.Opposition parties argue that such con-
straints, if confirmed, may have compromised the
effectiveness of India's military response and demand
full disclosure from the government.The controversy
underscores the pressing need for greater transparency
and bipartisan engagement in matters of national secu-
rity. Analysts believe that without open communication
between the government and opposition, public trust in
military operations could be undermined.As pressure
mounts, the government has yet to issue an official
response to Captain Kumar's statements or the
Congress party's demands. With Parliament's next ses-
sion approaching, the issue is expected to dominate
political discourse in the coming weeks.

—
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working president before his formal elevation
in January 2020.The RSS has communicated
its criteria for the next president to the BJP's
top brass. They emphasise that the leader
should be organisationally strong without
focusing on political messaging through their
appointment. The RSS also desires an over-
haul within the government alongside organi-
sational changes.A crucial RSS meeting,
Akhil Bharatiya Prant Pracharak Baithak, is
scheduled in Delhi from July 4 to 6. It will be
attended by RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat, gen-
eral secretary Dattatreya Hosabale, and all six

joint general secretaries. Sources indicate that
BJP leadership might discuss with RSS func-
tionaries during this meeting to potentially
finalise the next party chief.The BJP aims to
complete state-level appointments first, espe-
cially in key states like Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra,
and West Bengal. This approach is intended to
convey internal consensus before deciding on
national leadership.In Uttar Pradesh, caste
equations complicate the selec tion process.
Discussions have occurred between Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh and Chief Minister
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Yogi Adltyanath regardlng potential candl-
dates. Suggestions for Dalit and OBC faces
have been sought, but Amit Shah and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will make the final
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ifty-two villages along the Actual
Line of Control (ALC) have been
declared reserved by the administra-
tion of the Union Territory of Ladakh
to enable residents of these identified
areas to avail reservation benefits in
recruitment and other sectors, a noti-
fication issued on Sunday said.

The Ladakh administration has
achieved yet another milestone with
the issuance of an official notification
declaring specific areas as adjoining
the Actual Line of Control under the
provisions of the Jammu and

1
| W
|
In the serene town of Tiruppur, a
profound silence now envelops [
the home of Annadurai, a garment

businessman. His daughter,
Ridhanya, aged 27, is no longer

with them. Her departure wasn'tff’ §

due to illness or accident but

elty masked as marriage anyfg
longer.Ridhanya's family, shat-
tered by her loss, gathered outside
the government hospital while her &
body underwent post-mortem.
Their grief soon turned into anger
as her messages became public.
The police acted swiftly, arresting |
her husband Kavin Kumar and his
parents, Eswaramoorthy  and
Chithradevi. They face charges relat-
ed to dowry harassment and abet-
ment to suicide.Before taking her
life, Ridhanya sent seven WhatsApp
audio messages to her father. Each
message was filled with pain and sor-
row. Her voice quivered as she apol-
ogised for the decision she was about
to make. "I don't want to be a burden
to you all my life,” she expressed.
"They are assaulting me mentally,
while he is torturing me
physically."In another message, she
conveyed her despair: "Everyone
wants me to compromise... they say

Kashmlr Reservatlon Act 2004 as
amended by the Ladakh Reservation
(Amendment) Regulation, 2025, an
official spokesperson said.As per the
notification, this includes 18 revenue
villages in Leh district situated along
the Line of Control (LoC) and Line
of Actual Control (LAC), and 34 rev-
enue villages in Kargil district situat-
ed along the LoC.This declaration
will enable residents of these identi-
fied areas to avail reservation bene-
fits as specified in the amended
Ladakh Reservation Rules, it

L

said.The declaration follows a struc-
tured process initiated by the admin-
istration through a one-member
Commission under the chairmanship
of Justice Bansi Lal Bhat, a former
judge of the High Court of Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh.
Ramaphosa Dares to Bet Trump -‘No
Genocide’: Shocking LIVE Evidence
Leave Him Silent in Front of All
The Commission was tasked with
identifying areas, villages and ham-
lets adjoining the ALC in Ladakh for
reservation benefits under the Act,
the spokesperson said.

The Commission submitted its final
report to the administration in
December 2024.An internal commit-
tee constituted to examine the
Commission's findings reviewed and
recommended acceptance of the
identified areas listed in the schedule
to the report, he said.Based on these
recommendations, the administration
has officially accepted and declared
the areas, villages and hamlets listed
in the report as areas along the ALC
for the purpose of reservation under
the Act.

L]

many victims.On the day of

dher death, Ridhanya left
home saying she was visit-
ing Mondipalayam temple.
However, her journey
ended tragically in a parked
car where she consumed
pesticide tablets. When
found lifeless with foam at
her mouth, it told the story
her lips could no longer
share.Just three months
prior, Ridhanya had entered
what should have been a
joyful new chapter with
Kavin Kumar in April. The

lifei |s I|ke thls But no one can under-
stand what I'm going through." She
felt trapped by societal expectations
that demanded endurance and a mar-
riage devoid of love. Her final words
to her father still resonate: "You and
mom are my world. Until my last

breath, you've been my hope... but |
hurt you badly. I'm sorry, father.
Everything IS over. I'm

leaving."Ridhanya's tragic story isn't
unique in India. Many women suffer
silently in marriages burdened by
dowry demands and abuse each year.
Despite laws against dowry, enforce-
ment remains weak, and domestic
violence stigma continues to silence

wedding was grand with
100 sovereigns of gold and a ?70-
lakh Volvo car as dowry gifts. Yet
behind these lavish offerings lay
manipulation and abuse.Ridhanya
refused to remain silent even in her
final moments; her recorded words
now serve as an urgent call for action
from families and society alike: listen
more closely; believe those who
speak out; protect those who need it
most.No daughter should ever feel
compelled to say: "I don't like this
life; I'm leaving." Her story urges us
all towards change so that others may
find hope instead of despair within
their lives.
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