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      

 
      
 
    
   
      


   
    
     
    

     
     
 

      
 



   
   


   
 

  
  
  
  
 
  

    
    
    







       
     
    
    

    

    
      
     
   

     


    

    



    
     

   
   
    


    
    
    
  
   


    
      
    




  
      
    

   

     
     
   
    

     
    



    
      
     
     

     
     
      



    
    
    

      

    
      
    
   
    
     
    



     




      

     
      

  
  



 
 
 

 












































     
   

   
    
    

  
  
  
 
   
  


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



          

 

         

 
         
      


 








     

  
     
    


     
      
      
     

    
   

      

   
  
   
   
    
   
   
  
   

  
  
  
  

  
   
    
     
 
   
    
 

    
    
  
    



    
    

      

   


      






     

     
    
    

      
     
   
    
    
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





  






 
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
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
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

 






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

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           

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
 

  
    
   
  
   
   

   
   

   
    
    
    


    
   
 
     
    


    

    
    
     
     
    
   
    

  
    
   
  
   

   

   

   
  
   

  
  
   
    


   

      




 




















































 
           

         
          





  

     
    
    
  
   
     




      
    
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
      
     
     
    


      
     


    
 
    




    
   

    
      
      
    
 


   
  
  
   
 
 

     
  
  
  

   

   
    
    
     
   
   

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
























































































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      
    
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   
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
   
   
 
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   
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            
       
        
       
       
        
         
        
        

        

   

   
         
        
      






    
 

       
  
         

       

       



          


        
 

    

      

         
       

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
    
   
     
      
   

   
   

   
   

  
   
   
    
   

     
 
     
    
    
     
    

    
     
   





     
   
   

     
    

   
    
    
    
    

     

    
   

 
  
   
 
  



 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

     
     
    
    


      
     
    
     
     
    
      


 


















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       
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   
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      
        
       
       
       
       
         

       
       
      


        

       
       


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Reviving India’s Ancient Travel Legacy
Today, with rising environmental con-
sciousness and expanding highway net-
works, eco-tourism along national and
state highways is emerging as a promising
frontier — melding nature conservation,
cultural heritage, and rural
prosperityHistorically, travel tourism in
India is 2,500 years old, dating back to the
creation of urban settlements by the Indus
Valley Civilisation. During the medieval
period, food dhabas (eateries) known as
sarais were the main harbinger of intercul-
tural food and travel tourism along the
Grand Trunk Road, which was the main
artery for trade at the time.However, mod-
ern tourism in India started after
Independence when the Tourist Traffic
Committee was set up in 1948, which rec-
ommended ways to promote tourism in the
country. Tourism is the most important
driving force of the economy in both
developed and developing nations. To reg-
ulate tourist behaviour, the concept of eco-
tourism has now become the hallmark of
clean and nature-friendly tourism.Late
Ignatius Amaduwa Atigbi was one of the
key figures in planning global tourism, and
is recognised as the ‘Father of World
Tourism Day’ since 1979, when the United
Nations World Tourism Organisation
accepted his proposal to celebrate 27
September as World Tourism Day.Tourism
in India has been steadily becoming a key
driver of the country’s economic growth.
Tourism directly contributes 2.78 per cent
to GDP, and if we add the indirect contri-
bution, it adds up to 5.82 per cent. Not
only that, tourism contributes to around 8
per cent of direct and indirect employ-
ment. In 2024, people spent `21 trillion on
tourism and created 46 million jobs, with
projections to reach `35 trillion by

2025.As tourism grows, more emphasis is
being laid on eco-tourism — both for envi-
ronmental reasons and to promote the sus-
tainable use of the country’s diverse land-
scapes and natural features. One of the
emerging opportunities for eco-tourism
lies along national and state highways,
which pass through varied
landscapes.Over the last 10 years, the
national highways network has grown by
60 per cent — from 91,287 km in 2014 to
146,955 km in 2024 — offering tremen-
dous economic opportunity.All over the
world, especially in European countries
and the United States, highway motels and
resorts are the backbone of tourism and, by
extension, the economy. It is worthwhile to
examine successful examples of highway
tourism initiated by forest departments,
which not only spread messages of conser-
vation but also show how natural beauty
can enhance the travel experience and gen-
erate wealth in the hinterlands. One such
iconic example is Cheetal Grand, located
around 100 km from Delhi on the
Delhi–Dehradun highway, situated on the
outskirts of Khatauli town in
Muzaffarnagar district, Uttar Pradesh. The
Divisional Forest Officer overseeing
Muzaffarnagar district established a high-
way eco-tourism eatery in 1974 in
Khatauli with the help of Mr NM Khan, an
experienced food expert.He founded the
Cheetal Deer Park Restaurant beside the
Upper Ganga Canal, offering visitors a
unique experience of dining amidst
wildlife enclosures. With the dedication of
Mr Khan and the high quality of food,
excellent staff behaviour, and an ambience
set in sylvan surroundings — with the sup-
port of his sons — Cheetal grew by leaps
and bounds.Gradually, the owner estab-

lished Cheetal Grand at National Highway
58, where they had a larger space to attract
nature lovers by creating a mini-zoo, espe-
cially featuring birds from around the
world.It was superbly maintained by Mr
Urooj Nisar, the Managing Director of
Cheetal Motels. It is now a world-class
restaurant, known for the brand value of its
food and natural ambience. When the
highway route shifted, the restaurant
reopened near the Khatauli bypass and
continues to draw massive footfall. The
puffy omelette, pakoras, toasts, and sand-
wiches are particularly popular, not to
mention the mouth-watering rajma-chaw-
al. Around 40 per cent of visitors come
specifically for these items. Local entre-
preneurs also sell their handmade crafts
here — like Khurja pottery — making it an
international-standard success story in
roadside eco-tourism.However, the present
facility does not quite match the previous
one, which was on a larger plot in Khatauli
and had more cultural appeal. Due to
increased traffic to Dehradun and
Mussoorie, the newer site is often crowd-
ed.Yet, it still reflects civilisational values
in its management, staff selection, and the
quality and variety of food. If Indian entre-
preneurs wish to replicate this model,
Cheetal Grand is an excellent example to

follow. Several similar spots are emerging
across the country, but they need scaling
up and better integration of India’s civili-
sational ethos. Smile Stone, another ele-
gant small restaurant, located 90 km from
Pune and 20 km from Ahmednagar, offers
a variety of cuisines and is a favourite with
travellers. Punjabi dhabas also serve some
of the best roadside food, although many
still need improvements in hygiene and
cleanliness to become true brand experi-
ences.A few — like Amrik Sukhdev
Dhaba on the Delhi–Chandigarh highway,
Puran Singh ka Dhaba in Ambala, and
Haveli on the Jalandhar–Ludhiana high-
way — attract many tourists with their
North Indian offerings and charming
ambience. Likewise, Saravana Bhavan, the
South Indian restaurant chain, is now a
pan-Indian phenomenon offering excellent
South Indian fare. The future of wealth
creation in rural and semi-rural areas lies
in landscape eco-tourism along highways,
offering both employment opportunities
and relaxation for the middle class looking
to escape the urban cacophony and pollu-
tion.The Government of India should
establish an Eco-Development Board to
plan not just forest-based eco-tourism, but
also a structured framework for highway
landscape management. A national and
state-level structure is vital to meet climate
goals. The new tourism policy should
mandate that highway restaurants reserve
space to showcase local cultural traditions,
tree species, handicrafts, small-scale
industrial products, tribal arts, medicines,
and other artisan items. There is an urgent
need to broaden the economic ecosystem
— and highway eco-tourism may be the
catalyst that propels India closer to its goal
of becoming a developed nation.

Aging dams: India’s struggle to manage flood risks in a changing climate
The monsoon season has now enveloped the
entire subcontinent. While intense and prolonged
heatwaves threatened human lives before the
rains, the country is now grappling with a differ-
ent set of challenges-erratic and heavy rainfall,
both driven by climate change. These unpre-
dictable downpours are making the management
of large dams and reservoirs increasingly difficult
in India.Reports from Himachal Pradesh have
confirmed damage to the Patikari Hydroelectric
Project (HEP) and the Jiwa Small HEP due to
cloudbursts. In Kangra district, several workers
from the under-construction Indira Priyadarshini
Hydel Project went missing after a flash flood
struck the site on June 25. In southern India, dams
remain on high alert as heavy rains persist across
the region. Thirteen shutters of the Mullaperiyar
Dam were opened to release water into the
Periyar River, with the water level approaching
full capacity. The situation is likely to deteriorate
further in the coming months, potentially leading
to rain-related disasters.In October 2023, a sud-
den calamity in Sikkim became a pivotal moment
in the discourse on dam safety and climate
change. A Glacial Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF)
from South Lhonak Lake triggered devastation at
the 1,200MW Teesta 3 hydropower project in
Chungthang, claiming 42 lives and affecting
88,000 people throughout the Teesta basin. This
tragedy ignited urgent discussions about the man-
agement, safety, and long-term sustainability of
dams across India.India ranks as the third-largest
dam-owning country in the world, following
China and the United States. According to the
National Register of Large Dams 2023, the coun-
try has over 6,200 large dams. Of these, around 70
per cent are more than 25 years old, 1,034 are
between 50 and 100 years old, and 234 are over a
century old. Recent inspections have revealed that
two dams have critical defects that could lead to

failure, while 183 others have issues requiring
urgent intervention.Although India’s dam safety
standards are on par with those of developed
countries, there have been several notable cases of
dam failures and poor maintenance. Passed as a
response to deficient surveillance and mainte-
nance, India came up with the Dam Safety Act in
2021 for “proper surveillance, inspection, opera-
tion and maintenance of selected dams to prevent
dam failures and ensure their safe functioning”. It
gave way to the formation of a National
Committee on Dam Safety to oversee dam safety
policies and regulations, a National Dam Safety
Authority to look into implementation issues
involving States, a State Committee on Dam
Safety (SCDS) and State Dam Safety
Organisation (SDSO). The law also calls for com-
prehensive safety reviews of all dams by an inde-
pendent panel of experts, besides making it com-
pulsory for the dam owners to take time-bound
safety actions.Crucially, the Act mandates the
implementation of emergency action plans and
early warning systems (EWS) — measures that
were missing at the Sikkim hydroelectric project.

Former Union Power Minister RK
Singh publicly acknowledged that the
presence of an EWS could have signif-
icantly reduced the damage to the
Teesta II dam at Chungthang.
Similarly, an investigation into the
2014 Beas River tragedy — where 24
students from Andhra Pradesh were
swept away by the sudden release of
450 cumecs of water — highlighted
the lack of an EWS at the Larji Dam in
Himachal Pradesh. The report cited “a
complete disconnect between the gen-
eration engineering team and barrage
staff” as one of the primary causes of
the incident.  The incident was cited by
Himachal Pradesh chief secretary

Prabodh Saxena in 2023 when he pitched for
stringent action against dam authorities for failing
to fulfil their duties. Saxena had pointed out that
though a part of the devastation is bound to be
natural, the responsibility of the dam authorities
must also be fixed for failing to comply with the
laws.“It is time to send notices and not letters or
reminders,” the chief secretary had told the offi-
cers, attributing the damage to negligence in
adhering to dam safety checks as per the Dam
Safety Act 2021. In January this year, the
Supreme Court expressed dissatisfaction with the
slow implementation of the Dam Safety Act.
During a hearing on the Mullaperiyar Dam case,
the Apex Court criticised the executive for failing
to act promptly, stating that it had yet to “rise
from its slumber” despite the Act being passed by
Parliament. The court also rebuked the central
Government for its delay in establishing the
National Committee on Dam Safety, which was
legally required to be formed within 60 days of
the Act taking effect.The slow pace of early warn-
ing system (EWS) installations has become a

growing concern as well. Since the Dam Safety
Act was passed, less than 4 per cent of large dams
have been equipped with EWS. Questions are also
being raised about the adequacy of manpower to
effectively implement the Act. Following the
establishment of the National Dam Safety
Authority (NDSA), over 200 officials from the
Central Water Commission (CWC) were reas-
signed to the NDSA secretariat and given addi-
tional responsibilities. This shift has impacted the
functioning of the CWC, which plays a vital role
in overseeing the control, conservation, and man-
agement of India’s water resources.Experts
believe that the Dam Safety Act holds significant
potential to address existing gaps, provided it is
implemented without delay. The World Bank, a
key funding partner in India’s ambitious Dam
Rehabilitation and Improvement Project (DRIP),
has highlighted the growing challenges posed by
erratic rainfall patterns and their impact on dam
safety.Under DRIP Phases II and III, and with
financial support from both the World Bank and
the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, India
plans to rehabilitate 736 dams across 19 states
over 10 years, with a total budget allocation of
`10,211 crore. However, positive outcomes can be
realised promptly only when political will,
bureaucratic efficiency, financial prudence, and
institutional capacity align and work together in
harmony. Additionally, investments must priori-
tise technologies that are affordable, socially and
culturally appropriate, and environmentally sus-
tainable.The season of heightened flood fears has
arrived once again. With the Dam Safety Act in
force since 2021, the Government’s responsibility
and accountability for preventing such disasters
have become even more pronounced.Making data
public and ensuring that standard operating proce-
dures are robust and accessible to people may be
a good starting point to achieve the objectives.
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Forbes List: Who Is Richest Indian Origin Billionaires In USA?
The Indian immigration popu-
lation in the United States has
been on a rise for a long time
now. And here’s a look at the
list of the best earning immi-
grants in the United
States.Forbes has released its
2025 list of the richest immi-
grants in the U.S., and Indian-
origin billionaires have topped
the chart. India now leads with
12 foreign-born billionaires
living in the U.S., overtaking
Israel.These 12 Indian-origin
individuals are part of 125
immigrant billionaires in the
U.S. who together hold a com-
bined wealth of $1.3 trillion
around 18% of the total U.S. bil-
lionaire wealth.Cybersecurity
entrepreneur Jay Chaudhry,
founder of Zscaler, is the richest
Indian-origin immigrant in the

U.S. with a net worth of around
$17.9 billion. He ranks among the
top 10 richest immigrants overall
in the U.S.
Other notable names include:
Vinod Khosla (Sun Microsystems

co-founder) – $9.2B
Rakesh Gangwal (co-founder
of IndiGo airlines) – $6.6B
Romesh Wadhwani (tech entre-
preneur) – $5B
Rajiv Jain (finance) – $4.8B
Karthik Ram Shriram (early
Google investor) – $3B
Nikesh Arora (CEO, Palo Alto
Networks) – $1.4B
Sundar Pichai (CEO, Alphabet)
– $1.1B
Satya Nadella (CEO,
Microsoft) – $1.1B
Neerja Sethi (IT business-
woman) – $1B
This achievement highlights the

massive contribution of Indian
immigrants in sectors like tech-
nology, finance, aviation, and
cybersecurity, and their growing
influence in the American busi-
ness world.

'Show Me One Photograph': NSA Ajit Doval Slams
Foreign Media On Claims Of Damages To India

National Security Advisor Ajit
Doval on Friday slammed foreign
media for falsely reporting about
Pakistan causing damage to India
during the Operation
Sindoor.Speaking on Operation
Sindoor, at IIT Madras, NSA Ajit
Doval said, "Foreign press said that
Pakistan did that and this...You tell
me one photograph, one image,
which shows any damage to any
Indian (structure), even a glass pane
having been broken."e-Khata Alert:
Bengaluru Property Owners Told to
Apply Without Delay, to Receive
Documents Door-to-Door   He said
that the satellite pictures showed the
capabilities of the Indian army.
Doval explained, "They wrote these
things and put out things...The
images only showed 13 air bases in
Pakistan before and after 10th May,
whether it was in Sargodha, Rahim
Yar Khan, Chaklala...I am only
telling you what the foreign media

put out on the basis of images...We
are capable of doing that (damage to
Pakistani air bases)..."Following the
Pahalgam terrorist attack on April
22, India launched Operation
Sindoor, striking nine terror infra-
structure sites in Pakistan and in the
Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir on May
7. In response, Pakistan tried to
attack the border regions but India
successfully neutralised drone, and
missile attacks.India targeted run-
ways, hangars, command and con-
trol centres, radar bases, missile
sites and weapon storage areas. New
Delhi also struck Pakistani military
bases at Rafiqui, Murid, Rahim Yar
Khan, Sukkur and Chunian while
causing damage to the air bases in
Skardu, Bholari, Jacobabad and
Sargodha.NSA Ajit Doval stressed
that technological self-reliance is a
strategic imperative for India,
announcing that the nation will fully
indigenize its communication sys-

tems to protect security and data. He
identified emerging technologies
like Artificial Intelligence (AI) as
"game-changers" in building nation-
al resilience.In a powerful appeal,
Doval urged the youth to draw
strength from their ancestors who
endured a "thousand years" of hard-
ship to keep India's civilization
alive. His remarks underscore the
government's continued push for
indigenous innovation under the
Aatmanirbhar Bharat initiative, par-
ticularly in sensitive sectors.

No Discussion On Leadership Change: Siddaramaiah
Dismisses Speculation Of Reshuffle In Karnataka

Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on Thursday dis-
missed speculation that he might be
deposed. He asserted that the
Congress national general secretary
in charge of Karnataka, Randeep
Singh Surjewala, has categorically
ruled out any such move."Surjewala
has clearly said there is no change in
the leadership. The leadership issue
is not in the discussion. When he
said this, why is there speculation?
He is in charge of Karnataka, and
when he has said there should not be
any speculation, the media is still
speculating. There is no discussion
about this within the party,"
Siddaramaiah told reporters
here.The chief minister said that the

party high command's decision
would be final and binding. "We
agreed to it and conveyed the same
multiple times." On questions about
a potential power-sharing arrange-
ment, Siddaramaiah said, "It is natu-
ral to raise such issues when the
government is completing two and a
half years, but it does not mean such
an agreement was there. If such an
agreement existed, I would not have
said recently that I will be the CM
for five years."He also wondered
why there was any such rumour
while he was still in the post. "Is the
CM post vacant now? Then why is
there such speculation? If someone
shares a personal opinion, can that
be the party's decision? Kharge and

Rahul Gandhi should talk about
this," he said.Siddaramaiah said
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi had
not invited him for any discussion
on the matter, but he was due to
meet Surjewala in the evening. On a
cabinet reshuffle, he said, "No dis-
cussion has been done on the
change of leadership and cabinet
reshuffle. No discussion has taken
place. DK Shivakumar (the deputy
chief minister) himself said there is
no vacancy for the CM
post."Siddaramaiah defended his
government's policies, stating, "The
government has taken decisions
after much discussion on pro-
grammes that can uplift the down-
trodden."

Bihar Voter ID Blunder: Woman Receives Card with
CM Nitish Kumar’s Photo Instead of Her Own

A strange inci-
dent has sur-
faced in Bihar
during the ongo-
ing Special
Intensive
Revision (SIR)
of the electoral
rolls by the
Election
Commission of
India (ECI). As
part of this pre-election exercise ahead of the upcoming
Bihar Assembly Elections 2025, voter lists are being updat-
ed across the state. However, one case in Madhepura dis-
trict has sparked widespread attention and raised serious
concerns.A woman's voter ID card, issued as part of the
ECI's revision process, has gone viral - not for incorrect
personal details, but because it bears a photograph of Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar instead of her own.Bihar Voter
ID Blunder Woman Receives Card with CM Nitish Kumar s
Photo Instead of Her OwnThe incident came to light on
Wednesday during the Bihar Bandh, when Chandan Kumar,
a resident of Jaypal Patti in the Madhepura municipal area,
revealed the error to the media. Kumar said his wife,
Abhilasha Kumari, received her voter ID around two and a
half months ago through the local post office. While all the
information on the card - including name, age, and address -
was correct, the photograph on the card appeared to be that
of CM Nitish Kumar.Speaking to reporters, Kumar added
that he immediately reported the issue to the local Booth
Level Officer (BLO). However, instead of action, he was
allegedly told to keep the matter under wraps and not raise
it publicly."This is a serious error. A Chief Minister's photo
appearing on a woman's voter ID is not just a mistake - it's
gross negligence," Kumar said, adding that such lapses
undermine the credibility of the voter registration
process.The incident has triggered widespread discussions
on social media and among political circles. Many have
questioned the quality control mechanisms in place during
the voter ID issuance process and raised concerns about
possible lapses in data handling.As the state heads toward
elections, the Election Commission has come under the
spotlight for ensuring transparency, accuracy, and public
trust in its electoral roll revision process.

Baloch Militants Kill 9 Passengers From Punjab In Balochistan
Baloch insurgents shot and killed nine passengers from Punjab after
offloading them from passenger buses in Pakistan's restive Balochistan
province, authorities said on Friday.The incident took place late on
Thursday on the national highway in the Sur-Dakai area of Zhob dis-
trict, said Assistant Commissioner Zhob Naveed Alam. The armed
insurgents stopped two Punjab-bound buses and checked the ID cards
of travellers before offloading nine passengers and shooting them
dead."Nine people abducted from both coaches have been killed, and
their bodies have been recovered," Alam said, adding that all nine
belonged to different parts of the Punjab province.The Balochistan
Liberation Front (BLF), a banned outfit known for attacking the secu-
rity forces, claimed responsibility for the gruesome murders. "We have
moved the nine bodies to the hospital for post-mortem and burial pro-
cedures," Alam said.Security forces suspended traffic on the highway
and began a large-scale search operation to locate the perpetrators.
Condemning the killing of nine passengers, Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti said that the killing of innocents based on identity
is an "unforgivable crime"."The terrorists have proven that they are not
human beings, but cowardly beasts. The blood of innocents will not go
in vain on the soil of Balochistan. The state will not allow these mur-
derers to hide even underground," he said.Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi condemned the incident and said terrorists have shown the worst
barbarity by targeting innocent people. This is not the first time that
insurgents have targeted people belonging to the Punjab province and
passenger buses plying on different highways in
Balochistan.Meanwhile, insurgents also carried out three other terrorist
attacks in Quetta, Loralai and Mastung, but a spokesperson for the
Balochistan government Shahid Rind claimed security forces repulsed
these attacks.Unconfirmed reports in the Balochistan media claimed
that insurgents had struck at several places in the province during the
night and engaged security forces by attacking check posts, govern-
ment installations, police stations, banks, and communication tow-
ers.While Rind confirmed the attacks, he said there were no reports of
casualties in any of them. Bordering Iran and Afghanistan, Balochistan
is home to a long-running violent insurgency.Baloch insurgent groups
frequently carry out attacks targeting security personnel, government
projects and the USD 60 billion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) projects in this oil and mineral-rich province.In March, five
people working on long body trailers were shot dead in the Kalmat area
near Gwadar port, while in February, insurgents offloaded seven pas-
sengers belonging to the Punjab province and killed them on the spot
in the Barkhan area.
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

       

 

     
 
  


 
 
     
        

     
        
      


        
       
      
     

      

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