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In a major update for city commuters, the Reglonal
Transport Authority (RTA) of Bengaluru Urban district has
officially revised autorickshaw fares, with the new rates tak-
ing effect from August 1, 2025. This change is expected to
impact thousands of daily auto users across the city.As per
the revised fare structure, the minimum fare for the first 2
kilometres has been increased from ?30 to ?36. Additionally,
the per-kilometre charge beyond the initial 2 km will rise
from ?15 to 7?18, marking a notable price hike for short- and
long-distance auto travel within Bengaluru city
limits.Deputy Commissioner of Bengaluru Urban, G.
Jagadeesha, confirmed the revision to The Hindu, stating
that the hike reflects long-standing demands from auto driv-
ers' unions. They have cited rising fuel prices, inflation, and
increasing living costs as primary reasons for pushing this
revision. The last auto fare hike in the city was implement-
ed back in 2021.The new fare order, dated July 14, also
brings changes to night-time fares, baggage charges, and
waiting time fees. Commuters travelling between 10 p.m.
and 5 a.m. will now pay a 50% night fare surcharge, a move
aimed at compensating drivers for late-hour services.Under
the updated rules, passengers can carry up to 20 kg of lug-
gage for free. For every additional 20 kg or part thereof, a
fee of ?10 will be levied, with the maximum baggage limit
capped at 50 kg per ride. This is designed to streamline auto
services and reduce misuse related to overloading.In terms
of waiting time, the first five minutes will be free, after
which passengers will be charged ?10 for every 15 minutes
of waiting. These charges are part of an effort to standardize
fare policies and encourage time-efficient travel in the
city. The RTA has also mandated that all autorickshaws must
visibly display the updated fare chart, ensuring complete
transparency for commuters. Furthermore, all auto drivers
are required to recalibrate and verify their fare meters by
October 31, 2025, to comply with the new pricing guide-
lines. Failure to do so may result in penalties or restrictions
on service.This revision is expected to bring much-needed
financial relief to Bengaluru's large autorickshaw driver
community, while simultaneously creating a more structured
and accountable fare system for commuters.Passengers are
encouraged to check for updated fare displays, request
metered fares, and report any discrepancies to transport
authorities. With proper enforcement, the new auto fare sys-
tem aims to make urban mobility in Bengaluru more trans-
parent, regulated, and fair to both riders and drivers.

Sar0a et No More: Kanad Cinema Legg
DonatesEyes After D, FUIs Fiel Wi

Renowned Kannada actress B. Saroja Devi, fondly known
as Abhinaya Saraswati, passed away today at her residence
in Malleswaram, Bengaluru. She was 87. Even in death, the
iconic actress continued to inspire generations by donating
her eyes to Narayana Nethralaya, reinforcing her lifelong
belief that “eyes are among the most vital human
senses.”The medical team from Narayana Nethralaya
arrived at her home to complete the donation process, fulfill-
ing her final wish. This heartfelt gesture aligns with a noble
tradition in the Kannada film industry—earlier upheld by
Dr. Rajkumar and Puneeth Rajkumar, both of whom donat-
ed their eyes and helped restore vision to the visually

20H®°00 16 - 7 - 2025

impaired.

A Lasting Legacy of Light

Saroja Devi's choice to donate her eyes has already begun
inspiring many. Her act is especially significant in a state
where awareness about organ and eye donation continues to
grow.
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India Slams Eqq Attack On Ratn Yatra In
Toronto, Demanas Action From Canada

India has formally expressed strong
disapproval after a video surfaced
online showing eggs being hurled at
participants of a Rath Yatra proces-

sion in Toronto, Canada. Ministry of § :

External Affairs spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal called the act "des-
picable,” describing it as "regret-

table” and "against the spirit of the §

festival."In an official statement,

Jaiswal said, "We have seen reports &

regarding disruption created by mis-
chievous elements during the Rath
Yatra procession in Toronto. Such
despicable acts are regrettable and
are against the spirit of the festival,
which seeks to promote unity, inclu-
sivity, and social harmony."He
added, "We have strongly taken up

Delnt University's 3t S
omas Senool In Dwarka Receive Bom

A panic situation occurred on
Tuesday morning after a school and
a college in Delhi received bomb
threats. According to Delhi Police
sources, Delhi University's elite col-

Bajaj shared a video on
Sunday, showing eggs being
thrown at a Rath Yatra proces-
“Msion she was attending in
|Toronto. In the video, Bajaj is
seen singing devotional songs
as the procession moves
through the streets.However,
upon entering a less crowded
area, broken eggs are seen
scattered across the
_|road.Labeling the incident as

the matter with Canadian authorltles
to hold the perpetrators of the act
accountable. We hope the Canadian
Government will take necessary
action to protect the religious rights
of people."The incident came to
light after Instagram user Sangna

-

lege St. Stephen's
College, and St
Thomas School in

Dwarka received bomb
threats via email.Police
reacted swiftly and
reached school and col-
lege along with the
bomb  squad, dog
squad, fire brigade, and

precautionary measure,
both institutions were
s evacuated to ensure
everyone's safety.The police con-
ducted thorough searches at both
sites but found nothing suspicious.
"So far, the police have not found

special staff team. As a

an example of racism in Canada,
Bajaj shared her emotional response
but emphasized the community's
resilience. "We didn't stop. Because
when Lord Jagannath is on the
streets, no hate can shake us," she
wrote in her caption.

ennen's Colleae and St

(Il

anything suspicious at either place.
The threat was given through mail,"
stated the police. This incident
caused temporary panic among stu-
dents, staff, and parents.The Delhi
Police confirmed that no suspicious
items were discovered during their
searches of these schools. This situ-
ation follows recent events where
multiple private schools in Noida
received similar threats.In those
cases, investigations revealed that a
Class 9 student had sent the bomb
threats to avoid attending school.
Despite these incidents causing
alarm, authorities have managed to
maintain calm by ensuring thorough
checks and quick responses.

Delni Weather Report: Will It
Rain Today? Check Temperature

Delhi Weather Today: Delhi-
NCR has been experiencing
consistent rainfall and overcast [y
skies due to the ongoing mon-
soon. The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) predicts that
rain will persist, with thunder- {8
storms expected in various
parts of the city. This weather
pattern is likely to continue,|[f

travel plans.Pockets of Delhi|"
saw rain on Monday evening,

_afﬁ
which provided relief fromp o

humidity but also caused water-

logging and traffic jams in some
areas. The Public  Works
Department (PWD) control room
reported receiving approximately 10
complaints related to waterlogging
issues.Amid these weather condi-
tions, airlines have issued advisories
for travellers. IndiGo, through a
social media update, informed pas-
sengers about heavy rainfall impact-

|ng several areas of Delhi.
warned of potential water accumu-
lation and traffic delays on routes
leading to the airport.The maximum
temperature is expected to be
around 33 degrees Celsius, while
the minimum may hover near 25
degrees Celsius. These temperatures
are typical during this time of year,
but the added rainfall can compli-
cate travel plans for many residents

They

=and visitors.IndiGo
i advised commuters to be

cautious on wet and slip-
S pery roads. They assured
passengers that their
teams are monitoring the
! weather closely to main-
“ltain smooth operations.
. ||"Heavy rainfall is affect-
' '“_t‘-i\ iling large parts of #Delhi,
. and some roads towards
@ the airport are experienc-

ling water build-up and
traffic delays. If you
have a flight, please
leave earlier than usual and check
your flight status on our app or web-
site," stated their post.The airline
further emphasized safety: "Be care-
ful on wet and slippery roads. Our
teams are actively monitoring the
situation to keep operations going
smoothly. Your comfort and safety
remain our top priority. Thank you
for your understanding."



In a serious security breach, two passengers were
offloaded from a Spicelet flight at Delhi's Indira
Gandhi International Airport on Monday after they
allegedly tried to force their way into the cockpit. The
incident occurred while the Mumbai-bound flight was
taxiing for takeoff, prompting the aircraft to return to
the bay.According to the airline, the passengers
ignored repeated instructions from the cabin crew, fel-
low passengers, and even the captain to remain seated.
"In the interest of the safety of all passengers and crew,
the captain decided to return the aircraft to the bay," a
SpiceJet spokesperson said. The two individuals were
subsequently handed over to the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) for further action.The airline
reaffirmed its strict stance on onboard misconduct.
"SpiceJet remains committed to ensuring the safety
and security of all passengers and crew. Any unruly
behaviour that jeopardises aviation safety will be dealt
with firmly," the spokesperson stated.Aviation authori-
ties are likely to review the matter further, as incidents
involving cockpit interference are treated with utmost
seriousness under civil aviation regulations.
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In a shocking incident on Tuesday morning,
Communist Party of India (CPI) city leader K Chandu
Rathod was gunned down while on his routine morning
walk at Shalivahana Nagar Park in Malakpet. The bru-
tal attack occurred around 7:30 am and has sent shock-
waves across political and public circles.According to
the South East Zone DCP S Chaitanya Kumar, a group
of three to four unidentified assailants arrived in a
white Swift car. They ambushed Rathod by throwing
chilli powder into his eyes, disorienting him. As he
attempted to flee, the attackers opened fire, killing him
on the spot. They fled the scene immediately in the
same vehicle.Malakpet police have registered a murder
case under Section 103(1) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS) and relevant sections of the Arms Act.
Preliminary findings suggest a personal dispute may
have led to the crime. Family members informed the
police that Rathod had ongoing tensions with a CPI
(ML) leader from Devarpula.His body was shifted to
Osmania General Hospital for a post-mortem examina-
tion. A search operation is underway to track down the
culprits using CCTV footage and other leads.
Responding to the incident, CPl National Leader K
Narayana said, "He was facing threats from some peo-
ple. Earlier, he was implicated in a murder case. This
appears to be a fallout of personal enmity rather than a
politically motivated attack. We are still gathering all
the facts."Rathod's killing marks a significant moment
of unrest within Hyderabad's political circles, raising
concerns about personal vendettas and safety of politi-
cal workers.

20H 200 16 - 7 - 2025

A

16 WEDNESDAY JULY 2025

S ROYAL JOURNLISAM

e 3920

Over the last few weeks,
there have been several
debates and discussions
about the imposition of the
Hindi language on the South
Indian subcontinent. Several
regional parties have already
vehemently opposed the
Hindu language.However, it
IS Andhra Pradesh, deputy
chief minister Pawan Kalyan,
who is fighting alone battle in
this context as he is pushing[™
for the Hindi narrative in| “

TYUTY

L,

. "'I _ “h_.. .
i w‘r . o ™
3 I I

ing wrong in learning
Hindi as a language as
it would open up new
avenues. He pointed
out that learning other
languages is only going
to help everyone, and it
would be good to have
= |a domesticated link
language like Hindi
along with English.
Lokesh further pointed
out that it is good to
learn international lan-

South Indian states. Now he
has considerable support in the
form of Andhra Pradesh IT min-
ister Nara Lokesh.When Lokesh
was taking part in a national
Media interview, he was asked to
express his views on the Hindi
language, and he confidently

said Hindi is the national lan-

guage of India. When the inter-
viewer tried to correct him by
saying Hindi is not the national
language, Lokesh insisted on this
and said it is indeed the national
language.The minister pointed
out that there is absolutely noth-

guages like Japanese
and German, as well as this
would help refine the careers.It
appears that Lokesh is joining
deputy chief minister Pawan
Kalyan on this journey of
enhancement of Hindi language
in South Indian states.

How Many Pelikani Prasaas n Inaia?

India has a large country with a
massive volume of bachelorhood
population. In this context, let us
have a look at the numerical report
on the number of men who have
not yet gotten married and the sta-
tistical observation regarding the
same.According to the National
Sample Survey conducted by the
National Statistical Office (NSO)

y

in 2019, there has been a
noticeable rise in the
number of unmarried
people in India, especial-
ly among the youth.The
survey reveals that the
percentage of unmarried
individuals in the 15-29
age group increased sig-
nificantly over the years.
Among men, it rose from
20.8% to 26.1%, and
among women, it
increased from 13.5% to
19.9%.The trend reflects a grow-
ing delay in marriage, largely due
to changing social and economic
conditions. Many young people
are prioritizing education, career
goals, and financial stability
before settling down. There is also
a rise in the average age of first

marriage across the
country.Though this trend is
slightly less prominent in Andhra
Pradesh compared to some other
states, the overall pattern remains
consistent. Experts believe that
modernization, better access to
education, and increased aware-
ness about personal freedom and
choice are contributing to this
shift. Andhra Pradesh has 43%
unmarried men while Telangana
has around 47%. It is interesting,
not that one Telugu state of
Andhra Pradesh is significantly
less affected by this phenomena
than the other Telugu state of
Telangana.Iln summary, India is
witnessing a steady increase in the
number of unmarried individuals,
with youth now choosing to marry
later than in previous generations.

4 CEQ In The World?

The tech industry is undergoing
a significant revolution with the
onset of the artificial intelli-
gence market. In this context,
several top leaderships have
started to take drastic decisions
with regard to workforces.On
that note, let us have a look at
the kind of remunerations that
are being paid for the top CEOs
from across the globe.Jim
Anderson, the CEO of
Coherent Corp., is the highest-

Kurtz of CrowdStrike
($46.9M). Matthew Murphy
from Marvel Technology
made $45.1 million, and
Disney CEO Robert Iger
earned $40.6 million.
Salesforce’s Marc Benioff
made $39.6 million, and Uber
CEO Dara Khosrowshahi
received $39.4 million. Bryan
Hanson from Solventum fol-
lowed closely with $39.3 mil-
lion.The list also includes
Charles Robbins of Cisco

paid CEO in the U.S. with a
total compensation of $101 million
in 2024. Coherent is a tech compa-
ny based in Pennsylvania that
makes network and laser system
equipment. Following him is Brian
Niccol of Starbucks, earning $95.8
million, and Larry Culp Jr. of
General Electric with $87.3 mil-
lion. Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella

is in fourth place with $79.1 mil-
lion, while Apple’s Tim Cook
stands fifth at $74.6 million.Other
top earners include David Gitlin of
Carrier ($65.5M), Nikesh Arora of
Palo Alto Networks ($58M),
Shantanu Narayen of Adobe
($52.3M), Rajiv Ramaswami of
Nutanix ($51.1M), and George

($38.2M), Stephen Squeri of
American Express ($37.1M),
Sasan Goodarzi of Intuit ($36.5M),
William Lansing of FICO
($35.3M), and Sumit Singh of
Chewy ($35.1M). These numbers
reflect their total compensation,
including salary, stock, and bonus-
es
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